Prayer That Works- Part 5
The Power of Devoted Prayer
(Colossians 4:2-6)
This morning we’re wrapping up our series, Prayer That Works, with a call to something deeper—not just a prayer that works in the moment, but a prayer life that works over a lifetime. I’m talking about prayer that’s not just a cry in crisis, but a daily connection with the heart of our Heavenly Father.
As we turn to the Word in Colossians, the apostle Paul doesn’t say, “Pray when you feel like it.” He doesn’t say, “Pray when it’s convenient or easy.” In Colossians 4:2–6, he says:
“Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone” (Colossians 4:2–6).
Today I want to talk to you about the power of devoted prayer—because devotion is not the same as discipline. Discipline can get you started, but devotion keeps you coming back. Devotion says, “Even when I don’t see the answer, I keep showing up. Even when I feel dry, forgotten, or alone, I keep pressing in because I’m devoted.”
This kind of prayer is not just about getting results—it’s about staying connected to the One you’re praying to. Devoted prayer says, “God, I want You. I want Your presence more than I want what You can do for me.”
The psalmist said:
“I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked” (Psalm 84:10).
When you’re truly devoted, you’re not praying out of pressure—you’re praying out of relationship. You’re watching for the slightest movement of His hand. You’re thanking Him before the answer even shows up because you trust who He is.
There’s a compelling picture in the book of Revelation that shows what happens when that devotion fades. In Revelation 3, Jesus speaks to the church in Laodicea:
“I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth. You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked” (Revelation 3:15–17).
This is a picture of a church that had the structure, the reputation, and the resources, but had lost its fire. They were still showing up—but they had stopped showing hunger. They had everything but the presence of God. When we stop reaching out to heaven, when we stop depending on the Holy Spirit, when we stop living in the secret place, we become lukewarm, powerless, and prayerless.
God is calling us back to a place of devotion. Not Sunday-only faith. Not emergency-room religion. Not second-hand spirituality. He’s calling us to a lifestyle that says, “God, I am Yours—every day, every hour, every breath.”
A life that says, “I want to know You. I want to encounter You. I want to walk with You. You alone are my priority.”
Jesus goes on to say:
“Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent. Here I am! I stand at the door and knock...” (Revelation 3:19–20).
He’s saying, “Turn back to Me. I haven’t left you—I’m knocking. Will you let Me in?” Some have been stuck in a lifeless, powerless form of Christianity for too long. And the door has been closed from the inside.
You’ve been living off someone else’s walk with God. Depending on the preacher to feed you, the worship team to stir you, the atmosphere to move you. But if you haven’t developed your own connection, your own devotion, you won’t make it in this hour—because in this hour, only devotion will carry you.
You need a prayer life that reaches into heaven and doesn’t let go. You need a walk with God that’s not built on feeling but forged by faith.
Some have been delivered but never discipled. Saved but never equipped. Washed but not built. Touched but not trained. And because of that, you’ve remained lukewarm.
But today God is calling you back to the secret place. Back to the altar. Back to the fire. Back to devoted prayer.
This is your invitation. This is your moment. This is your wake-up call.
The kind of prayer that doesn’t just ask—it listens. That doesn’t just visit God—it dwells with Him. That doesn’t just chase answers—but seeks His face.
The kind of prayer that lingers, stays, wrestles, and waits. That says, “God, I’m not leaving this place until You speak. Until You move. Until You make me whole.”
That is the posture of devotion.
There’s a reason Paul doesn’t just say “pray”—he says:
“Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful” (Colossians 4:2).
In other words, this isn’t casual prayer. It’s not the kind of mumbling you do while drifting off to sleep. This is alert prayer—awake-in-the-Spirit prayer. It’s the kind of prayer that knows we’re in a battle and refuses to nap while the enemy advances.
It’s eyes-wide-open, Spirit-filled, discerning-the-times prayer.
Why? Because the world is trying to lull the church to sleep. The enemy wants you dulled down—lukewarm, distracted, tired, and spiritually numb. But a watchful prayer life says, “Not on my watch.” A watchful believer senses when something is off and presses into prayer until the peace of God returns.
A watchful church doesn’t let the enemy slip in the back door. A watchful believer doesn’t drift—they stand guard. They stay alert in the Spirit. They hold the line.
And some of you have been feeling that stirring. You can’t even explain it, but your spirit has been waking up. You’ve been getting up in the middle of the night. You’ve lost your appetite for empty entertainment. You’ve been hungry for something deeper. That’s not just emotion. That’s the Holy Spirit pulling you to attention.
That’s why the Word says:
“Let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be alert and self-controlled” (1 Thessalonians 5:6).
But Paul doesn’t stop there—he says be thankful. Thankfulness is the guardrail that keeps your prayer life from turning into a complaint session. Gratitude keeps your heart soft when the answer is slow in coming. Thanksgiving reminds you God has already been faithful—and He’s not about to stop now.
When you pray with thanksgiving, you’re not begging—you’re remembering. You’re saying:
“God, You did it before, and I know You can do it again. And even if I don’t see it yet, I trust You, and I thank You.”
Because the Bible says, “We live by faith, not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7).
That’s what devotion looks like—watchful and thankful. It guards what God has given you. You pray over your children. You cover your marriage. You intercede for your church, your city, your own soul. And when you pray with thanksgiving, it changes the tone—you stop praying like a victim and start praying like a victor.
Instead of lying there like the man who had been an invalid for 38 years, saying, “I have no one to help me...” (John 5:7),
You begin saying, “Lord, thank You that You never left me. Thank You that You still pass by broken people. Thank You that Your mercy covered me when I should’ve been cut off.”
And Jesus says:
“Get up! Pick up your mat and walk” (John 5:8–9).
That moment of mercy became a miracle—all because Jesus passed by and called him to rise.
Memory fuels gratitude. Gratitude strengthens faith. And when you combine a watchful spirit with a thankful heart, you become a powerful intercessor in God’s hands.
So here’s the call:
Get your praise back.
Get your watch back.
Pray with eyes open and hands lifted.
Thank Him before you see it.
Be the one who catches what others miss.
Be the one who senses what others ignore.
Be the one who gives thanks while others complain.
That is the power of a devoted prayer life—watchful and thankful.
Paul says:
“And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should” (Colossians 4:3–4).
Notice—Paul doesn’t say, “Pray for me to get out of these chains.” He says, “Pray for me to preach while I’m still in them.”
That’s maturity. That’s mission. That’s what devotion produces. This is where your prayer life shifts—from seeking personal comfort to embracing kingdom calling. From “God, bless me” to “God, use me.” Devoted prayer moves beyond survival and begins to press into purpose.
Paul was in prison when he wrote this. The chains were real. The hardship was real. But his request wasn’t for a way out—it was for a way forward. He wasn’t asking for release. He was asking for reach. “God, open a door—not to escape, but to declare. Not to get out, but to get the message through!”
And here’s the truth—some of us have been so focused on praying for the exit sign that we’ve missed the open door standing right in front of us.
You’ve been praying, “God, get me out of this situation,” and He’s been saying, “No, I want to use you in it. There’s a door here—not out, but into something greater.”
A greater testimony.
A greater influence.
A greater ministry.
But it won’t happen until your prayer life begins to sound like Paul’s: “God, open a door for the message!”
When you’re truly devoted in prayer, your focus shifts. You stop only praying about your needs, and you start praying for your city. You pray for your friends, classmates, coworkers, and family. You walk through the grocery store asking, “Lord, is there a heart open here?” You sit in a coffee shop and whisper, “God, give me a door.” Your life becomes a living prayer, a witness, and an intercessor.
But let’s go even deeper—Paul didn’t just ask for open doors. He asked for clear words.
“Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should” (Colossians 4:4).
An open door means nothing if you stumble when you step through it. An opportunity isn’t enough—you need clarity. You need the right words at the right moment, spoken with the right spirit.
That’s why a strong prayer life doesn’t just fill you with confidence—it sharpens your discernment. It helps you know not only what to say, but how to say it. And sometimes, it helps you know when to stay silent.
That’s Spirit-led clarity.
The Holy Spirit doesn’t just give you fire—He gives you focus. He doesn’t just provide words—He imparts wisdom. And in this generation, with this culture, and in the middle of all the noise and confusion—we need clarity.
We don’t just need louder voices; we need Spirit-empowered voices—clear, compassionate, courageous, and anointed.
That’s the fruit of a devoted prayer life.
It opens doors and prepares your words for the moment they’re needed.
This is where Colossians 4 collides with the picture of the lukewarm church in Revelation 3, where Jesus said:
“You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked” (Revelation 3:17).
That’s what happens when the church has form but no fire—converts but no disciples. We call people to the altar but don’t walk with them through their healing. We preach powerfully but don’t pray personally. We say, “God is able,” but we leave people uncovered, unhealed, and unseen.
But when you become devoted to prayer, everything shifts. You stop looking for blessings and start looking for assignments. You wake up asking, “Lord, who needs You today?” Your prayers stretch into boldness, clarity, and opportunity. You stop praying for escape and start praying for entrance.
Some of the doors God opens in your life might look like problems. They might look like prisons. They might be uncomfortable moments. But remember—Paul wrote this letter chained to a Roman guard, and the gospel still advanced. Why? Because you don’t need freedom to be effective—you just need to be devoted.
So what if you stopped praying, “Lord, get me out,” and started praying, “Lord, send me in”? What if you said, “God, this job is hard… this person is resistant… this family is messy… but if You open the door, I’ll walk through it”?
When you walk with God, there comes a point where prayer is no longer just something you say—it becomes something you live. It doesn’t stay locked in your closet. It walks out the door with you. It shows up in your workplace. It flows through your conversations. It sits at the dinner table. Your life becomes a living prayer, moving through a broken world.
That’s why Paul says:
“Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders” (Colossians 4:5).
In other words, don’t just pray for people—live in a way that reflects Jesus in front of them. Be intentional. Be wise. Be discerning. Someone is watching how you handle pressure. Someone is listening to how you speak when things don’t go your way. They may never read a Bible—but they’re reading you.
Paul continues:
“Make the most of every opportunity” (Colossians 4:5).
The moment you’ve been waiting for may be the moment you’re standing in right now.
Then he says:
“Let your conversation be always full of grace” (Colossians 4:6).
Grace doesn’t mean softness. Grace means being Spirit-led. Grace has power. Grace covers what judgment exposes. Grace builds up what pride tears down. Grace stays steady when emotions run high. Grace reaches for those others avoid.
And Paul adds this phrase:
“Seasoned with salt” (Colossians 4:6).
That’s not just a nice metaphor—it’s covenant language. Salt comes from the Old Testament command to season every offering (Leviticus 2:13), and it echoes the words of Jesus:
“You are the salt of the earth” (Matthew 5:13).
Salt purifies. Salt preserves. Salt stirs thirst. Salt adds distinction. And in a world rotting with confusion, compromise, and darkness—we are called to be salt.
But here’s the warning—salt can lose its flavor. Jesus said:
“If salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything...” (Matthew 5:13).
That’s what happens when the church loses its devotion—when we stop praying, when we stop watching, and when we stop living like we’ve been touched by God. Our words lose their weight, our message loses its power, our influence fades, and we blend in with a world that is crying out for something bold. 
However, God is raising up a remnant—a devoted people of prayer whose lives are seasoned with salt. And you don’t need a microphone to be salty. You don’t need a title to carry grace. You don’t have to be famous to change the atmosphere—you just have to be committed. Your devotion keeps you close enough to the fire that you never lose your flavor. 
So how salty are you? When you speak, do people hear grace, truth, and love all at once? When you walk into a room, does the atmosphere shift because the Spirit of God walks in with you? 
Paul said, “Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone” (Colossians 4:6). 
This is what the prayer of devotion produces. It doesn’t just live in your spirit or stay locked in your journal. It becomes part of your life—it walks, it speaks, it covers, it carries. And when the presence of God touches your devotion, it will flow through you to reach someone else. At some point, prayer stops being what you say and becomes what God says through you.
Jesus speaks not to the world, but to the church—not to unbelievers, but to His own people—and He says, 
“Because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth. You say, ‘I am rich…’ but you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind, and naked” (Revelation 3:16–17). 
They were still in the church, but they had stopped opening the door. They had structure without passion, comfort without devotion. They were present, but no longer surrendered. And yet, Jesus didn’t walk away. He didn’t turn His back. He didn’t give up on them. He said, 
“Here I am! I stand at the door and knock…” (Revelation 3:20). 
This is the mercy of God. It’s not judgment—it’s an invitation. It’s not rejection—it’s restoration. 
Today, Jesus is calling you back. Back to prayer. Back to intimacy. Back to the secret place. Back to the place where the fire falls and hearts burn again. He says, 
“Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent” (Revelation 3:19).
The call is clear—be sincere. Don’t delay. Don’t dismiss this. Don’t hide behind routine. Let Him back in. Let the flame burn bright again. Lift your voice once more. Let the tears flow again. Rekindle your hunger. Restore your first love. This is your moment to decide. 
It’s up to you, because Jesus is not forcing His way in—He’s knocking. Will you open the door? Jesus is at the door. He’s not walking away. He’s not finished with you. He desires you. He’s waiting for you. All he asks for is your surrender. Will you open the door? This is your moment. Don’t miss it.
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