
Bethany UMC’s Discernment Process 101:
This document provides a very brief (i.e. incomplete) overview of a very complex situation; it is meant for

anyone needing a relatively quick orientation to Bethany’s decision to enter a Discernment Process. Come to
Discernment Sessions and visit www.bethany-umc.org/discernment to learn more.

Brief History
● UMC doctrine states that marriage is between one man and one woman. The UMC has traditionally not

allowed for LGBTQ+ marriages, nor allowed pastors to be practicing homosexuals; this piece of UMC
doctrine has been a topic of debate since 1972 but began to cause significant fracture in the denomination
in 2019.

● While the issue over LGBTQ+ marriage and ordination is currently highlighted as the most visible point of
difference, division within our denomination is a result of wider differences as well.

● As a result of ongoing discord, many churches are choosing to leave the UMC. The landscape of the UMC as
a denomination is thus changing as more traditionalist churches depart.

● To determine if a church wants to stay or leave the UMC, a Discernment Process is required.

*At its November 14 meeting, Bethany's Administrative Board voted 105 to 13 to begin a six-month Discernment
Process about our denominational affiliation. Our church then started 40 days of Prayer on November 21st that
lasted through December 30, 2022.

Why Is Bethany Choosing to Do a Discernment Process Now . . . or At All?
● There is greater theological diversity within our congregation than some might expect; we believe it is

important to discuss and discern together who Bethany is as a church and where we feel called to affiliate.
● Some people are concerned as they see many other churches entering Discernment Processes.
● Bethany has felt the consequences of our inaction over the years regarding these debates. Ex: There has

been increased anxiety over the lack of open dialog. Some have left Bethany because of it; others have
begun having their own independent discussions.

● We want to provide a central space for conversation, guarding against incomplete information and an
inaccurate understanding of the issues at stake.

● Under current rules, there is a deadline approaching by which a church can vote to leave the UMC with its
property. That deadline is December 31, 2023.

● It is vital for the entire Bethany congregation to be involved in and invited to this important discussion.

Bethany’s Discernment Process Goals
● Seek God’s Will for Bethany

o We aim to operate from a place of trust rather than fear.
o We are asking for God to guide us in what is best for Bethany.

● Create Safe Places for All to Express Their Viewpoints
o We acknowledge differences within Bethany.
o We assume each person is acting with good intentions.

● Openly Consider Potential Pathways
o We will educate ourselves about possible options.
o We will be honest about the uncertainties and challenges.

Dates and Topics for Each Discernment Session:
● Session #1: Sunday, January 22, 2023 (5:00-7:00pm) - Brief History, Survey Results, Hopes and Dreams
● Session #2: Wednesday, February 15, 2023 (6:00-8:00pm) - Possible options from research teams; feedback

from congregation
● Session #3: Sunday, March 5, 2023 (4:00-6:00pm) - Guest speakers from potential denominations; Q&A

http://www.bethany-umc.org/discernment

