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It is not uncommon for me to approach the season of Lent reflecting on Luke 9:51. In this verse, Luke tells us, “As the
time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem.” (NIV) It’s a turning point in
Luke’s Gospel. From this moment on, everything is leading to the cross. This verse paints a picture in my mind of Jesus’s
march towards the crucifixion. It implies He’s walking the path towards ultimate sacrifice. The words help us see He’s
walking with tremendous courage.

The word “resolutely” gives us this sense of courage. It pulls from two different Greek words that mean to decide firmly
and to strengthen. The undeniable message is Jesus marched towards the cross with great courage. He went down this
path, knowing the cost would be great but was strengthened by a firm decision to move forward.

Our challenge for the year 2023 is to be courageous. This devotional booklet accentuates this theme as it highlights how
so many men and women of the faith let their line shine courageously. They too embarked upon similar journeys that
would require tremendous faith and sacrifice. Yet, they walked resolutely. They lived with strength and conviction. They
reflected His light with courage and resolve.

We are to follow in their footsteps and in the footsteps of our Lord. My prayer is you would embrace this season of Lent
by taking your own personal journey to the cross. May this season be marked with an honest reflection upon all that Jesus
has done for us so that we might live courageously for Him. I pray these devotionals would inspire you by providing
numerous examples of how others demonstrated their courage by letting their light shine.  

Consider where the Lord is leading you and what He’s asking of you. What sacrifices do you need to make? What
opportunities do you need to pursue? What obstacles and hindrances do you need to address? What journey are you on,
and how are you approaching it? Is your light hidden, or will it shine? Will you live with trepidation or with courage? As
we anticipate the celebration of Easter, may we allow this journey through Lent to provide greater clarity of how we too
can courageously let our light shine for our King.
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NOAH

Read: Genesis 6:1—9:17; Hebrews 11:7

All of humanity longs to live a noteworthy life, to shine our light in an impactful way. This desire has led to some amazing
stories throughout human history, such as King David, Martin Luther, Helen Keller and Dr. John M. Perkins. However, this
same desire can blossom into pride and bring results quite the opposite. Genesis 6-9 depicts an example of this crisis of
heart. 

In the days of Noah, “the wickedness of man … grieved [the Lord] to his heart.” (Gen. 6:5-6, ESV) God intended mankind to
partner with Him on earth, carrying forth “His own image.” (Gen. 1:27) However, the wicked desires of their hearts
overcame them. They sought to be creators of their own light by choosing their own gain and neglecting their original
call. In all of creation, only one man, Noah, “found favor in the eyes of the LORD.” (Gen. 6:8) 

The story of Noah is renown almost the world over. God called him to build a massive ark in a landlocked region to
provide safety for his family and every sort of animal in the unprecedented event that was unfolding. God had seen the
heart of man, and He would answer its flood of evil with His own literal flood of judgment. 

Noah became an “heir of righteousness” because of his faith-filled obedience to the Lord. (Heb. 11:7) No one would have
understood what Noah was doing—both because of the massive scale of the project and because their hearts were
hardened. Noah’s devotion, though, was not to them. It belonged to the Lord. 

To live a life of full devotion to the Lord is the most noteworthy thing any of us can do. In his sermon “The Weight of
Glory,” C. S. Lewis describes glory as “the fact of being ‘noticed’ by God.” It was his faith during trial and his willingness to
live his life and lead his family differently that commended Noah to the Lord. The desire in our hearts to live a
noteworthy life cannot find its fulfillment in seeking our own gains. Ecclesiastes calls this a “striving after wind.” (Eccl.
4:4) This desire can only be satisfied as we reflect the light of the Lord back into the world. That is our true call as His
image-bearers. -JS

“Father, as I embark on this Lenten journey, help me rejoice in the areas where I reflect Your light and repent of those where
I strive to create my own. May the trust You grow in me bring a noteworthy harvest of faith-filled obedience from me.” 

Personal Reflection: 
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ABRAHAM

Read: Genesis 12:1-5; Hebrews 11:8-16

At the age of 75, Abraham (then Abram), heard God’s call and left his home country to travel to the place where God
would lead him. He had no idea how this late-in-life adventure would turn out, except that he had the promise of God that
it would eventually succeed. 

In the New Testament, the Apostle Paul pointed to Abraham as the exemplar for the Christian faith. (See Gal. 3:6-18 and
Rom. 4:1-2.) Abraham’s confidence in God for his future was “credited … to him as righteousness.” (Gen. 15:6, NASB)
Aligning himself and his actions with God characterized Abraham’s life, despite some major sins and blunders.

In our culture, Baptists often see salvation as a one-time event (“When were you saved?”) instead of a journey like
Abraham’s, beginning with an initial faith event that continues with additional milestones of faith throughout one’s
lifetime. Some circles see a major moral failure or temporary spiritual malaise as a sign of not having been saved at all,
leading to the desire to get baptized again or make a new and “better” profession of faith. While persons experiencing
this distress should discuss their concerns with a pastor or mature Christian, the fundamental solution to this concern is
to simply trust that this is a part of the journey of faith AND KEEP MOVING FORWARD. 

It would be a strange thing for us not to occasionally stumble as we attempt to walk in faith. All great heroes of the faith
have failed and learned from their mistakes. Like them, we simply need to make amends, reaffirm our commitment to
Christ and move forward. Even if we have begun our journey of faith with Christ with misunderstandings or incomplete
knowledge (everyone does), we can be certain that we are included in the life of Christ by simply following Jesus from that
moment forward. As spiritual descendants of Abraham (Gal. 3:7), we must persevere in Christ and follow our calling:

“By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he
left, not knowing where he was going. By faith he lived as a stranger in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in
tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise; for he was looking for the city which has foundations, whose
architect and builder is God.” (Heb. 11:8-10)  -WM

Personal Reflection: 

“Lord, help me not to rest on a faith commitment made long ago but actively follow You each day.”
5
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I S A A C

Read: Genesis 26:12-33

In His Sermon on the Mount, Jesus told His followers not to hit back when someone hits them but allow that person to
strike again (Matt. 5:38-39). The young people in my Bible study yelled, “Only wimps don’t fight!” For them, not hitting
back harder meant being beat up constantly. I asked if fighting ended a conflict or led enemies to become friends. They
admitted it didn’t.  

I led these youth in a study of Isaac. His story shows that God’s blessing, peace and reconciliation with rivals resulted
from Isaac’s decision not to retaliate when unfairly treated. Isaac did not act from weakness or cowardice but in
faithfulness and wisdom. 

Isaac’s legacy from Abraham included not only flocks, herds and servants, but also his rights to wells and grazing land.
Isaac chose to honor the covenant Abraham had made with Abimelech, the ruler at Gerar in Philistine territory. (Gen.
21:22-33) If Abraham promised to show kindness to the king, his land and people, then Abimelech would pledge to him
the right to settle wherever he wanted. Abraham agreed. Abimelech confirmed his commitment by returning Abraham’s
wells seized by the king’s shepherds. Abraham affirmed their covenant with a gift of livestock and dedicated a new well at
Beersheba as a reminder of their agreement. 

Control of wells often led to conflicts, even combat. When Isaac settled in Gerar, his flocks, herds and crops flourished,
and he added many servants to his household. The Philistines envied him and became afraid of his increasing wealth and
power. When Abimelech ordered him to move away, Isaac complied. 

Isaac came to the site of his father’s wells, reopened them and dug a well with fresh water. Philistine shepherds said the
water belonged to them. Isaac moved again and dug another well, which they also claimed. Finally, Isaac went even further
away and dug an uncontested well. Now he had a place to flourish in peace. 

At Beersheba, God reaffirmed His blessing to Isaac in light of his noble conduct. Surprisingly, Abimelech appeared. He
had seen the Lord’s presence with and continued blessing of Isaac. He wanted to restore the peace treaty, to be friends—
not foes, and Isaac agreed.

Some may label Isaac a “peacekeeper” in preventing conflict, but actually he was a “peacemaker” by fostering
reconciliation. He lived by faith in God, not his treaty rights. Jesus said: “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be
called children of God.” (Matt. 5:9, NIV). -PG 

Personal Reflection: 

“Lord, show me how I can be a peacemaker like Isaac.” 
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J O S E P H

Read: Genesis 45, 50:14-21

Few people in the Bible had more reason to treat people in their lives harshly than Joseph had for treating his brothers
harshly after the way they behaved toward him in his youth.

Joseph’s brothers hated him because he was their father’s favorite, something their father made very well known. Jacob
was so fond of Joseph that he “made an ornate robe for him” to display his affections. (Gen. 37:3, NIV) This would be
reason enough for his 11 brothers to dislike him, but Joseph also told his brothers about specific dreams of ruling over
them. For these reasons, the brothers despised Joseph and schemed their way into selling him into slavery. 

Years later, Joseph became one of the most powerful men in Egypt because of God’s favor and presence in his life. When
a famine threatened Egypt, Joseph had set aside grain in Egypt to feed people through the crisis—thanks to his God-given
interpretation of prophetic dreams. The famine extended to Joseph’s homeland of Canaan, leaving many starving,
including Joseph’s family. Jacob needed grain, so his sons (minus the second favorite) made their way to Egypt to
purchase grain from Joseph. They didn’t recognize Joseph, but he knew all of them at first glance. 

If I had been Joseph and seen all those people who treated me so poorly now asking me for food, I would likely tell them
to starve in a pit. Thankfully, Joseph was not Macie. So, he showed mercy towards his brothers. If he hadn’t, they would
likely have died. Joseph provided grain for his family and invited them all to come live near him where he could continue
to care for them throughout the famine. 

Like Joseph, Jesus also had every reason to treat harshly the Roman soldiers who taunted, tormented and crucified Him.
Jesus prayed to the Father, asking forgiveness for these soldiers, “for they do not know what they are doing.” (Luke 23:34)

These two Scripture examples remind us how we should treat others who wrong us. We can choose to be like Macie and
hold a grudge. Or, we can choose to be like Joseph (and Jesus) and look past the ways others have wronged and wounded
us. We can choose to return harsh treatment with darkness, or we can choose to shine God’s light into the darkness,
offering the hope we have through Jesus to the world around us. -MR

Personal Reflection: 

To whom do I need to show God’s love through forgiveness and restoration? “Help me, Lord, to be more like Joseph.” 
7
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When has your obedience to God led you to act in a way, like Noah, that others found unbelievable?

How did that affect your faith?

When you stumble and fall in your journey of faith, what helps you to persevere and keep moving

forward?

8



Isaac and Joseph did not mistreat others who had wronged them. Both offered forgiveness and

reconciliation. How can you grow in following their example? Whose wrongs do you need to forgive? 

E N T E R I N G  A  N E W  W E E K  P R A Y I N G  F O R . . .
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M I R I A M

Read: Exodus 1:22—2:10

Fear! Moses was born at a time when Pharaoh ordered all the Hebrew male babies put to death.

But Moses’ smart mother hid him in a basket which she set among the riverbank reeds. She gave Miriam, Moses’ sister,
the task of seeing what happened to him. What a sense of responsibility Miriam must have felt as she watched over her
baby brother! And what an obedient spirit! She had to stick with the job she’d been given. She could easily have wandered
from the riverbank and left Moses to an untimely fate. 

When Pharoah’s daughter found the infant, Miriam approached her with an offer to secure a nursemaid. What courage it
must have taken for Miriam to talk to Pharoah’s daughter! This woman could have had her taken into captivity or even
put to death!

As the oldest sibling in a family of five children, I know that sense of responsibility, obedience and courage. I know how
Miriam felt as she cared for her baby sibling and the fear she encountered if something should happen while she was in
charge. I felt the responsibility of obedience to my parents to care for and watch over my younger sisters and brother,
and I frequently needed God’s courage to keep them out of trouble. Those same feelings have carried over into my
adulthood as I continue to care for my siblings. I’m sure Miriam must have felt the same way about Moses in his later
years.

Through her responsibility, obedience and courage, Miriam allowed the Lord’s light to shine through her. The Lord clearly
guided Moses’ mother in her decision to place Moses in the basket, but He needed Miriam as part of the bigger picture.
Even a child can have a large impact on God’s plans. What if Miriam had failed to be brave and submissive? God had
greater ambitions for Moses, but He needed Miriam to carry out His intentions.

As an adult, I need Miriam’s childlike simplicity and faith to listen when God calls me to responsibility, obedience and
courage. -SB

Personal Reflection: 
When am I resistant to the Lord’s call for my obedience? What encourages my willingness to take responsibility for myself,

friends, family and others? How do I listen to God’s voice when He asks for my courage in frightening situations?
In what ways do I take care to make sure the Lord’s light is shining through me?

 

1 0
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MOSES

Read: Exodus 32:30-32, 33:1-23

I have a friend who texts just like she talks. No abbreviations. No brevity. She literally texts in such a conversational way
that I can almost hear her talking when I read her messages. I like that. Another friend prays just like she talks. No
churchy words. No attempt to impress God or anyone else. She uses conversational language that perfectly reflects her
thoughts, her feelings and her desires. I like that too.

Moses talked to God conversationally also, just like my friends text or pray. God told Moses to lead the Israelites from
Canaan into the land promised to Abraham. God said He would send an angel rather than going with them Himself
because He was so frustrated with them.

Then Moses talked back. He griped. “You’ve told me You’re proud of me and You want me to do this. When will You tell
me who’s going with me? Don’t renege, God. Don’t forget who we are to You. We’re Your special people. Don’t forget what
You said, God.” (writer’s paraphrase)

Moses talked boldly to God. He called Him on things. He had a relationship with Him such that he could be honest with
Him about everything. Moses knew God well enough to speak candidly, but he also understood he still had more to learn. 

God listened to Moses’ griping and responded. He offered an answer better than Moses expected: “OK, how about I go with
you?” Moses, considerably more confident than when God first called him to confront Pharoah, dug in his heels. “Well,
You better go. And if You don’t go, You better not send us. Remember, we’re Your people. You must go with us. If You
don’t, what makes us any different from anyone else?”

And God said yes. 

Moses lived out his faith, pleasing God by paying attention, believing and claiming His promises. Still, Moses craved an
even deeper relationship. 

We want to know more of God too. We beg to know what He will do, where He will lead. He often shows us our next steps
but not our destination. Sometimes He gives us a glimpse down the road but not the terrain between here and there.
Always, though, He promises to be with us, and He welcomes our honest conversation. -KR

Personal Reflection: 

“God, I want to know You more. Show me more of who You are. Show me more of what You’ve done. Show me Your glory.” 
1 1
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JOSHUA

Read: Joshua 6:1-27

After Moses’ death, God chose Joshua to lead His people as they entered Canaan and sought to take possession of the
land. Jericho was the first city Israel would need to conquer. The Canaanites considered this heavily fortified city
invincible.

Before the battle even began, the Lord told Joshua that He had delivered Jericho into his hand—the enemy was already
defeated! God then gave instructions for the battle. The Israelites were to march silently around the city once each day for
six days with the armed men in front, the priests next (seven blowing ram’s horns and others carrying the Ark as a sign of
God’s presence), followed by a rear guard.

Each of the first six days the Israelites circled the city once and returned to camp. This demanded discipline, consistency,
obedience and endurance. On the seventh day, the people arose at dawn and marched around the city seven times. At
Joshua’s command the priests blew their trumpets, and the Israelites shouted the cry of victory with a thunderous roar.
The walls of Jericho began to crack and crumble. The city and every living thing in it were destroyed. Only Rahab and her
family were spared. God was making clear to His people His command to reject sin and idolatry. 

Joshua’s strong faith led him to obey God, no matter how illogical the Lord’s commands seemed. The miracle at Jericho
reminded him and the Israelites that the honor, credit and reward of victory belonged to the Lord, not to Israel. 

We also fight a defeated enemy. Christ has crushed our enemy, Satan. Although we still fight battles, and sin continues to
ravage the world, we have assurance the war has been won. God wants us to reject sin and idols that distract us from our
relationship with Him and His purpose for us. The Lord uses our personal “Jerichos” to teach us to trust Him. He gives
victory when we move beyond our own plans to obedience and confidence in Him. God never changes. He promises us
His protection, guidance and victory—just as He did for the Israelites. As God taught Joshua, so He teaches us to trust and
obey Him—even when we don’t always understand His plans for us. -NB

Personal Reflection: 

What are the “Jerichos” in my life? How can Joshua’s example help me to trust God when facing these challenges? How can I
prevent sin and idols (such as image, prosperity, security and career) from distracting me from my relationship

with the Lord and His purpose for me? 
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RAHAB

Read: Joshua 2:1-24; Hebrews 11:31

The spies have fear in their eyes, and I do not understand why. If they only knew the fear their people’s presence have
caused. My grandmother told me stories about what their God has done for them—how they came to the Red Sea with the
Egyptian army in pursuit, and their God formed walls of water to dry the sea so that the people crossed on dry land. But
the Egyptian army was drowned in its depths. That happened nearly forty years ago. The ballad singers still sing the
stories of their people destroying the Amorite kings and their God giving the lands of Moab and Bashan to them, leaving
no survivors. 

Now they are here. Their people wait across the river. We see the smoke from their fires, rekindling the fear from our
childhood. Our people’s hearts melt with fear of this people and their unstoppable God.

I have given these men refuge because I know what their God will do to us. I sent their pursuers in the wrong direction,
pretending I do not know those I harbor on my roof. I could be killed for this act of treason, but my fear of their God far
outweighs my fear of man. 

I go to the spies. One of the men opens his mouth to speak, but I speak first. “I know that the LORD has given you the
land.” (Josh. 2:9, ESV) I tell them of my people’s fear. As I recount the stories of their God, it is as if God reminded them
Whom they serve. They sit straighter, their breaths become more even and the fear begins to leave their eyes. “… for the
LORD your God, he is God in the heavens above and on the earth beneath.” (2:11) When I say this, they look to one
another with a knowing smile of courage and remembrance. For the courage of my people has been taken from us; now, I
think, all our courage has been given to them. 

I ask them to swear to me on their God that my house will be saved when they take our city. As I let them down the rope
outside the wall, they look in my eyes. They do not see fear, and they finally understand why. I have found an escape from
my fear because their God will keep His word. -JP

Personal Reflection: 

Rahab refused to let fear affect her trust in God keeping His promises. Where am I struggling with fear?
Which of God’s promises would strengthen my faith?
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DEBORAH

Read: Judges 4-5

After my Dad introduced me to the original Star Wars trilogy, I quickly got to work constructing my own lightsaber. I
bemoaned the fact that Princess Leia never used one herself as I ran around the house fighting off imaginary Storm
Troopers with a flashlight. Years later, I celebrated during the new installment of the Star Wars saga, when another
character, Rey, took up a lightsaber to battle her foe. 

Brave women do not only exist in Hollywood blockbusters but in everyday life too! When we read God’s word, we can
celebrate real women of faith who lived long ago and teach us today. Deborah’s story took place during a time when the
people of Israel lived spiritually apathetic and inconsistent lives. They turned away from God, experienced defeat at the
hands of enemy nations, repented of their sins and then made the same mistakes all over again. Thankfully God sent
judges, like Deborah, to lead His people back to Him.

The Bible describes Deborah as a prophetess, wife, judge and a mother of Israel. The people valued her wisdom, and the
army commander Barak refused to battle the Canaanites unless she accompanied him. Deborah’s spiritual leadership led
Israel to a military victory. Afterwards, she wrote a beautiful (and feisty!) song giving God all the credit. 

I wish we knew more about Deborah. These few verses of her story do, however, teach us about the life of faith. In a time
of instability, Deborah trusted God. She must have enjoyed an intimate relationship with the Lord in order to hear His
voice so clearly directing Israel’s battle plans. Only someone who knew God’s word personally could have this level of
spiritual discernment. 

The Canaanite army’s superior military strength probably intimidated her as much as it did Barak and the other tribes
who never showed up to fight. Yet, Deborah still marched into battle, giving encouragement and assurance to the troops
that God would give victory. Only someone who knew God’s character personally could have this level of courage. Deborah
lived out her faith with spiritual discernment and courage.

Today we live in a culture of instability. Our “battles” look different, but the enemies of fear, doubt and disobedience
remain the same. To be people of faith, full of spiritual discernment and courage, let us draw close to God’s word,
learning to hear His voice. -LW

Personal Reflection: 

How would I evaluate my level of spiritual discernment and courage? What steps can I take to draw
close to God’s word and learn to hear His voice?
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G IDEON

Read: Judges 6-7

This morning, as I drove my child to school, the sun peeked out from behind the clouds. The gray sky parted for only a
few seconds before thicker clouds dimmed the light again. The sun still shone just as brightly, but the clouds hid it from
sight.

A cloudy sky hung over the Israelites as they endured Midianite invasions for seven harvests in a row. That’s a lot of years
of planting and tending and not getting their own produce. The raiding nomads ruined the crops and sent the Israelites
into hiding in mountain dens and caves, finally crying out to God for deliverance. God sent a prophet to remind the
Israelites of His deliverance from Egypt, a sunny spot in their history, and their years of cloudy, unfaithfulness since then. 

Gideon hid like the other Israelites. He threshed his wheat in a winepress, likely at the foot of a hill. Normally he would do
this on a hilltop to take advantage of the breeze, but that resulting dust cloud would attract the Midianites again. As he
worked, God sent an angel to greet him as a man of valor (ironic, given that Gideon was working in hiding), proclaim
God’s presence with him and deploy Gideon to lead the army to save Israel from the Midianites. Hardly flattered by this
divine appointment, Gideon questioned God’s presence amid Israel’s current circumstances and minimized his own
fitness for leadership. 

Undeterred by questions and excuses, God assured Gideon of His presence and favor with him until finally Gideon
worshipped God and followed His leadership. Before mobilizing to fight the Midianites, Gideon began a campaign to
reform the hearts and faithfulness of his fellow Israelites. The clouds parted and the sky brightened as Gideon’s courage
inspired his own father to return to God and also rallied tens of thousands for battle. Clouds of doubt returned, however,
when God methodically reduced Gideon’s troops to a mere 300 men. Then all clouds retreated as God used Gideon’s tiny
army to maneuver a surprise attack, confusing the Midianites and sending them fleeing. Gideon’s faith, courage and
obedience allowed God’s light to shine through him.

Like Gideon, we flit in and out of clouds that keep us from seeing God clearly. We make excuses about our plight and our
lack of abilities. God, in His graciousness, accepts and converts our inadequacy into fitness for His service. -KR

Personal Reflection: 

“God, open my eyes to Your brightness even when I see nothing but clouds. Forgive me for drifting.
Give me courage to follow You faithfully.” 1 5
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All the biblical characters studied this week, from Miriam to Gideon, shared an attribute—courage in

the face of fear. How did they move forward with courage despite their fears? 

Moses prayed with God conversationally and with the intimate boldness of a friend. How would you

describe your own prayers? Practice talking to God like Moses. 

1 6



What is the relationship among faith, obedience and courage? Where do you need these qualities in

your life today? 

E N T E R I N G  A  N E W  W E E K  P R A Y I N G  F O R . . .
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N A O M I

Read: Ruth 1:1—4:22

Growing up, my Mom and I created a special rating system for movies we watched together. Instead of stars, we rated
movies in tissues, as in how many tissues we used while watching. We often wept with main characters over their sorrows
or shed happy tears during moments of cinematic joy. 

When we look at Naomi’s life, her story could be a multi-tissue movie! Not long after being widowed, Naomi also lost her
two sons. The shock from losing her cherished family members combined with despair about the future. In that culture, a
childless widow faced extreme social and financial vulnerability. So, Naomi returned to her hometown of Bethlehem deep
in grief, asking to be called Mara, which means “bitter.” 

Despite her sorrow, Naomi remained a woman of faith. Her faith shined the Lord’s light, deeply impacting Ruth and
inspiring Ruth’s pledge of loyalty to her mother-in-law and the God of Israel. These grieving women bonded together to
share life and faith. Ruth’s presence was a gift from God. Together they persevered, trusting God as they sought protection
and provision through an extended family member named Boaz.

Like Naomi, we do not face life’s challenges alone. God intentionally places people in our lives to minister to us. As the
faith community, God calls us to weep with those who weep and rejoice with those who rejoice. (Rom. 12:15) And like
Naomi, grief and loss do not ultimately define us when God is involved in our life’s story. He specializes in turning our
sorrows into joy. 

The end of Naomi’s story qualifies as a happy ending. Boaz married Ruth which also provided for Naomi. I imagine her
tears of joy as she held her new grandson in her arms. A once bitter woman became a beaming grandmother whose faith
continued to future generations. Many years later, Naomi’s great-great grandson, King David, wrote: “Weeping may tarry
for the night, but joy comes with the morning … You have turned for me my mourning into dancing….” (Ps. 30:5, 11, ESV) 

As we prepare for Easter, we trust Naomi’s God who turns sorrow into joy. Though we experience grief on this earth,
together we await Jesus’ return when He will wipe away all tears forever and give us never-ending joy in Him. (Rev. 21:1-4)
-LW

Personal Reflection: 

What sorrows in my life should I commit to God through prayer, trusting that He will lead me to joy again?
What person in my life should I reach out to so we can weep and rejoice together? 
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H A N N A H

Read: 1 Samuel 1:1—2:11

Reading Hannah’s story always reminds me of my great-grandma’s visits. Before she sleeps, she sits on the side of her
bed and prays for every single person in our family by name. At 97 years of age, she has 12 children, 30 grandchildren, 32
great-grandchildren, and 1 great-great-grandchild! She prays for the salvation of those who don’t know our Father yet and
perseverance for those who do. When she prays, she moves her mouth with a low whisper barely heard, but listening to
her still feels like she’s waging war. 

I picture Hannah praying like my grandmother. Hannah was pouring out her soul to the Lord, speaking from her deepest
desires, forgetting her surroundings. She was fighting so much that Eli the priest mistook her for a drunk. When she was
done, before even hearing an answer, she was no longer sad because she knew God heard her. 

The Lord gave Hannah a son, and in deep gratitude she gave him right back. She didn’t hold the gift as more precious
than the One who gave him to her. So, the Lord gave her a song. Her praise reads like one of the Psalms. The whole nation
could use it to proclaim truth about their God. The end of the song speaks of the anointed king not yet talked about in
Israel. The Lord gave her a song to know Him deeper, a song that also reflected what she already knew about Him. 

Hannah’s relationship with the Lord was one of surrender. She gave Him her time, desires, trust, praise, and even what
she received, she gave to Him. The Lord used it all to invite her into a deeper knowledge of Him, a deeper intimacy. When
her circumstance would have tempted her to walk away from the One who “closed her womb,” her surrender led her to
know His provision and love deeper. Hannah lived out her faith by surrendering to the Lord.

It is easy to justify our mistrust and disobedience when life so disappoints us. Discouragement can often lead us to face
each day begrudgingly. Yet, when in prayer we fight to surrender, we get to see God in a new light. He’s always revealing
and inviting. What a joy it is to know and praise Him in the midst of every circumstance. -YI

Personal Reflection: 

What is the Lord asking me to surrender today? Where is He inviting me to know Him deeper?
What has He already revealed to me for which I can invite others to join me in praising Him? 
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S A M U E L

Read: 1 Samuel 3, 12

“When you’re finished playing, put your toys away … I said, ‘Put your toys away. Didn’t you hear me?’” Hearing implies
obedience, does it not?

As a young boy, Samuel faithfully served the priest Eli, a spiritual leader for the Israelites. One night, Samuel heard God
calling him, but he thought it was Eli. In the three times God called Samuel, the child responded with urgency and quick
obedience. When Eli showed Samuel that God was calling him, Samuel then answered the Lord. 

Samuel’s obedience led to God giving him a message about the judgment on Eli and his house “for the iniquity that he
knew.” (1 Sam. 3:13, ESV) What did Samuel do with the message God gave him? Samuel was scared to share with Eli what
God had told him. However, Eli commanded Samuel to reveal the truth. From this first word from God, Samuel grew in
the Lord’s calling and “the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground.” (3:19) No words the Lord gave
Samuel were wasted.

From the first call, Samuel proved to be obedient to whatever he heard from the Lord. He grew as a spiritual leader in
Israel, presenting the truth of God even when it might be received as hurtful. Samuel’s last warning to the Israelites about
choosing their own king balanced encouragement and conviction. Samuel disagreed with what the Israelites had chosen
for themselves, but he obeyed God by giving the Israelites over to themselves. He encouraged the Israelites to “fear the
LORD and serve him faithfully with all your heart” and warned them of what would happen if they did not: “If you still do
wickedly, you shall be swept away, both you and your king.” (12:24-25) 

The truth is often hard to hear and even harder to obey. Also, it is difficult to share the truth with someone, knowing it is
convicting or hard for that person to hear. As followers of God, we are called to obey Him and His word, answering what
He calls us to do with an urgency and willingness much like Samuel who lived out his faith with quick, courageous
obedience. -PH

Personal Reflection: 

“Lord, help me obey You when I hear Your call. When I’m afraid to share Your word and truth with
others, teach me to answer as Samuel did, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’” 
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D A V I D

Read: 1 Samuel 17

The tale of David and Goliath is easily one of the most told of all time. It’s one of the first stories I can remember being
told. To this day, I recall the Veggie Tales™ episode as I read from the Bible. To people who aren’t Christians, it’s the
classic “little guy prevails over big guy” inspiration. It’s easy to overlook this story because of its popularity. 

As a young adult, I’m rediscovering the Bible stories I’ve known since I was a child and asking God to teach me new things
from them. He has answered that prayer by reminding me that He doesn’t leave me in tough times. Our lives as
Christians involve battles. We might not be walking into battle physically to face a Philistine giant. Yet, sitting on the
bedroom floor facing a question that seems like it could change your life is deceivingly heavy. 

David didn’t bring armor to battle. All he brought was his sling and a stone. Goliath cursed and ridiculed David, violently
expressing how he would kill him. David listened. Then, with full faith and reliance on the Lord, David said, “You come to
me with a sword and with a spear and with a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the
armies of Israel, whom you have defied." (1 Sam. 17:45, ESV) 

David didn’t even need the sling. He knew the might of God was more than enough. He told Goliath that the Lord’s will
would prevail, and the guy who wasn’t even a soldier killed Goliath and walked home with a giant’s severed head. David’s
act of dependence on the Lord and courageous faith glorified God.

Our lives are monotonous and filled with routine. I find myself forgetting how important it is to remember that we fight a
war with a series of battles our entire lives. It’s easy to forget that answering God’s invitation into pursuing a life with Him
is the greatest adventure ever begun. Whether you are physically in a battle or making one of the toughest choices in your
life, asking God His will and courageously sprinting into it, no matter the cost, is an adventure for which you’ll never be
on your own and during which God’s strength prevails for everyone to see. -BJe

Personal Reflection: 

“Father, show me Your will and give me the courage to run into the difficult battles. Teach me to
see the falseness in doubt and to remember that You are mighty in every struggle.”
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E L I J A H

Read: 1 Kings 18

Have you ever prayed a bold prayer? Not just a “God-please-give-me-a-good-day” prayer. I mean a bold prayer, like “God,
please let my friend put her trust in You as I share the gospel with her today.” 

Being a church planter in Berlin requires a certain level of boldness that, if I am honest, still challenges me. In a city
where less than 1% of the population identify as evangelical Christians, many people I interact with regularly have never
attended church for worship. You read that right. Never! 

Asking God to change the hearts and lives of my friends who seem impossibly far away from Him means praying boldly.

Thankfully, the Bible contains many examples of people asking great requests of God, such as the prophet Elijah’s prayer
of boldness. (1 Kings 18) Elijah asked God to send fire from heaven! Now that’s a bold prayer! It took a lot of guts. How
could Elijah pray so confidently? Before the LORD-versus-Baal contest, Elijah had already spent many years growing in
prayer. “When he earnestly prayed that it wouldn’t rain, no rain fell for three and a half years. He prayed again, God sent
rain ….” (James 5:17-18, CEB)

Before confronting King Ahab, Elijah first listened to God in prayer. He did not accomplish a to-do list or build an army to
fight. Instead, he patiently listened for God’s command. Only after listening to God did Elijah gain the boldness to pray for
fire from heaven.

When God miraculously answered his prayer, Elijah waited on Him again in prayer. The prophet postured himself humbly
before the Lord seven times, patiently waiting on God to end a multi-year drought. Even after that amazing prophetic
moment, Elijah knew that only God could take him on the next step of his journey.

Elijah lived out his faith with bold praying, humility and courage. He reflected the Lord’s light so that others glorified
Him: “The LORD, he is God.” (1 Kings 18:39)

Praying boldly means knowing that prayer is a lifelong conversation with God. Prayer is listening, obeying, waiting and
trusting God to fulfill His promises. So today, and every day, take time to listen, wait and obey God with the bold prayers
He impresses on your life. -TW

Personal Reflection: 

How can I incorporate different elements of prayer, such as waiting, listening, obeying, requesting and trusting,
into my daily life? (Take 10 minutes to be silent before God. Focus on a verse or theme from 1 Kings 18.

Listen to God, obey His command and wait on His provision.)
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E L I S H A

Read: 1 Kings 19:19-21; 2 Kings 4:1-36

My friend Santhosh inspires me every day. He grew up in India where he and his family lived in poverty, experiencing
severe hunger, lacking adequate clothing, only able to get well water at 10 p.m. from inside a Hindu compound.
Santhosh's parents were Christians, and he made a profession of faith at 11 years old while attending the only Baptist
church in his district. At that point in his life, Santhosh was working tapping rubber trees on a lonely mountain every day
before school. During the time on the mountain, he constantly talked with God, developing a close relationship with Him
and a burning passion to learn all he could by attending theology classes. 

Family members and the Hindu people ostracized Santhosh and his parents because of their Christian beliefs. Once
Santhosh was even stoned for preaching the gospel. Despite enduring many years of hardships, Santhosh committed
himself to the Lord's call. Through the grace of God, he has continued his ministry and education, culminating in his
studies at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary where he will graduate with his Ph.D. in theology.

Elisha, whose name means “my God is salvation,” also committed himself to God's call. His family belonged to a minority
in Israel that did not worship Baal. When the prophet Elijah found Elisha plowing in a field, he placed his cloak around
Elisha, signifying that this man would carry on the work Elijah had started. Elisha, God's ordained successor, left
everything and followed Elijah. 

Elisha had an influential ministry. This great prophet traveled widely, served as adviser to kings, worked with the common
people and became a friend of all, both Israelites as well as foreigners. Empowered by God’s Spirit, Elisha performed
many miracles, such as healing the sick, helping with financial problems, even raising a dead son back to life. All these
actions required the people whose lives he touched to trust in God. 

Elisha lived out his faith by committing himself to God’s call, helping others and calling the people to return to the Lord.
This prophet served with courageous trust in God. 

We learn from Elisha's faithfulness and commitment to service that God does not prevent problems in the lives of His
people. God uses these difficult situations to help us learn and grow spiritually, as well as to increase our trust in Him. As
we grow in our faith, our commitment to the Lord also strengthens. -NC

Personal Reflection: 

How do the difficulties in my life increase my trust in God and my commitment to serve Him?
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Which biblical character impacted you the most this week? Why? What did you learn from that

person that helps you on your own faith journey?

How did the difficulties Naomi and Hannah face lead them to praise and worship? Where do your

difficulties lead you? How can the experiences of these women help you to worship when life seems to

be crushingly difficult?
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When have you run toward a personal “battle,” knowing that God was more than enough—even if you

only had a “slingshot?” How did that impact your relationship with the Lord? 

E N T E R I N G  A  N E W  W E E K  P R A Y I N G  F O R . . .

2 5



M A R C H  1 3 ,  2 0 2 3
 

T H E  S E R V A N T  
G I R L

Read: 2 Kings 5:1-19

Phil raises his pointer finger parallel to his body. He leans over and stretches his arm down and out. Slowly the very tip of
his extended finger touches the tip of his four-year-old son’s pointer finger. Phil smiles, looks into his son Lincoln’s eyes,
and proclaims, “Let your light shine.”

The same interaction takes place with Phil’s two-year-old son Luther. A sacred moment forms in the instant their
fingertips touch; it is as meaningful as the passing of the Christ candle’s light on Christmas Eve.

As soon as Phil completes this daily send-off, both boys race across the playground to climb, swing and slide while
shining their light. Lincoln helps a smaller child climb up the rocket ship. Luther smiles and chats with someone he just
met on a slide, forming a new friendship in mere minutes.

The captured servant girl who helped Naaman must have experienced similar parental instruction while still living in
Israel. Even with age, wealth and status gaps, the little girl confidently shared God’s healing authority with her mistress, “If
only my master would approach the prophet of Samaria! He would cure him [Naaman] of his skin disease.” (2 Kings 5:3,
NJB)

The servant girl knew the hope and healing emitting from God. She knew the strength and power of obedience to the
Lord. She knew the joy and importance of telling someone else about His greatness. She knew the right thing to do even
as a child torn from her home by the very man she would help. “Let your light shine.”

Surely Naaman saw that light in the child for her words gave him enough hope to take action. That light pierced
Naaman’s pride, guiding him to finally obey the prophet Elisha’s directions. Following that light, Naaman found the joy of
knowing “that there is no God anywhere on earth except in Israel.” (2 Kings 5:15)

The light in one little servant girl passed on to the mighty commander of the king’s army. The light in two small boys
passed on to playmates. The light in a loving father passed on to his children. The light of our Heavenly Father passed on
to each of us. “Let your light shine.” -RP

Personal Reflection: 

“Heavenly Father, let Your light shine through me with each person I encounter, no matter what differences
might exist. In the name of Jesus Christ, the Light of the world, I pray. Amen”
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Read: 2 Kings 22:1—23:25

During the Divided Kingdom period, kings who did evil in the eyes of the Lord, by and large, ruled Judah and Israel.
However, Josiah “did what was right in the eyes of the LORD” (2 Kings 22:2, NIV) and “began to purge Judah and Jerusalem
of high places, Asherah poles, and idols.” (2 Chron. 34:3) He committed to follow God, even though the earthly examples
he had to model his life after were his grandfather Manasseh and his father Amon, both of whom worshipped and offered
sacrifices to idols. (2 Chron. 33:22) 

In his eighteenth year as king, Josiah commissioned workers to repair the Temple. This led to the discovery of the Book of
the Law. In hearing its words, Josiah grieved and was convicted that God’s anger was justified because of the idolatry and
disobedience of kings before him. I love Josiah’s response. He read the Book of the Law to “all the people from the least to
the greatest” (2 Kings 23:2) and renewed the covenant with the Lord. The people of Judah followed his example and
committed themselves to the same covenant. 

After purging the nation of idolatrous priests and worship sites, Josiah reinstated the Passover celebration. God had
commanded His people to observe the Passover feast each year to celebrate the Israelites’ deliverance out of Egypt and
serve as a reminder of God’s choosing them as His people. However, as time passed and Israel and Judah divided, the
people did not observe the Passover. Josiah led his nation to obey God in observing Passover.

Josiah lived out his faith with God-centered leadership and courageous obedience. He shined the Lord’s light, leading the
people to worship and renew their commitment to Him.

Josiah’s story reminds me of God’s desire for my whole-hearted, authentic worship. His response to God’s Word
encourages me to read His Word and act, not merely reflect on it. His example prompts me to ask: How have I responded
to or followed God when surrounded by people that do not honor God with their lives? How often do I focus on my
personal relationship with God and forget or ignore the command to tell others? Are there celebrations or monuments in
my own relationship with God that I have forgotten or failed to observe? How would my perspective of God change if I took
the time to look back on the “Passovers” in my own life? -BJo

Personal Reflection: 

“Lord, my desire is to do right in Your eyes and encourage and walk alongside others in doing the same. Amen.”
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I S A I A H

Read: Isaiah 6

The volunteer ministry with Muslim immigrants required more time than I had anticipated, resulting in weary
frustration. “Help, Lord. You see my exhaustion and bad attitude.” The Spirit reminded me of some music lyrics: “broken
and spilled out just for love of You, Jesus.” I went to my computer to find and listen to that song—repeatedly. I felt contrite
and worshipped. Jesus had spared no expense for my pardon. He was broken, spilled out and used up for me. How could I
not do the same for Him? My focus returned to the Lord—not myself. Worship transformed my thinking and inspired me
for willing service.

God wanted Isaiah to call His people back to Him—by announcing bad news. The task would make this young prophet
unpopular. Few would pay attention to his message. God knew Isaiah would need encouragement and motivation, so He
revealed Himself to the prophet in a vision. This revelation occurred at a critical moment when current events troubled
Isaiah. King Uzziah had died after a long, stable and prosperous reign. And, the Assyrians threatened Judah, Isaiah’s
home. 

When the vision came, Isaiah saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, the King of all creation. The temple-
filling train of His robe declared His splendor and majesty. Six-winged heavenly beings proclaimed: “Holy, holy, holy is
the LORD of hosts.” (Isa. 6:3, ESV) “Their voices shook the Temple to its foundations, and the entire building was filled
with smoke.” (6:4, NLT) God’s awesome otherness and sovereignty were on display!

Isaiah immediately recognized his and the nation’s sinfulness. He felt doomed. In grace and mercy God forgave his sin,
cleansing him for service. When the Lord asked for a messenger to His people, Isaiah readily responded, “Here I am!
Send me!” His message would harden the hearers’ hearts, bringing God’s certain judgment on them. The prophet
lamented, “How long would the people refuse to listen, Lord?” He received a depressing answer—until destruction and
exile. Yet, God also gave a word of hope. A remnant of devoted believers, “the holy seed,” would survive. 

Worshipping the Lord in His glory and receiving His forgiveness inspired Isaiah to faithful service. He probably recalled
the amazing, unforgettable vision again and again as he carried out God’s assignment over the next 40 years. Isaiah lived
out his faith with courage, perseverance and hope, willing to be spilled out and used up for the Lord. -SG

Personal Reflection: 

“Lord Jesus, in sweet abandon, let me be spilled out and used up for You.”
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J E R E M I A H

Read: Jeremiah 36

Jeremiah is a book that often tends to be known for themes of punishment and disaster for the people of God. I cannot
imagine being Jeremiah: a bearer of a lot of bad news, so much so, that his life is threatened. Yet, he chose obedience
anyways. 

God told Jeremiah to write down what was essentially his preaching during the past 21 years of ministry (626-605 B.C.)
and to repeat the impending doom reports that disaster would come to the people—to stubborn people who didn’t seem
like they would change. Wouldn’t that just rub them the wrong way even further? Yet, the prophet obeyed. 

Jeremiah wrote all that God had told him to say. Then, he strategically sent his secretary-scribe Baruch to the temple on a
day of fasting where a lot of people would be gathered. Jeremiah’s obedience to the Lord ended up bringing these scrolls
to the chambers of King Jehoiakim! His obedience allowed for many people in the upper realms of power to hear the word
of the Lord and to respond. 

King Jehoiakim responded negatively and burned the scroll, piece by piece, as he heard God’s words read, but the Lord
just told Jeremiah to write them again. And the prophet obeyed again. The highest human power among the people of God
had rejected His word—why bother with another copy probably at the risk of his life? The Lord had given Jeremiah His
reason earlier: “Perhaps they will bring their petition before the LORD and will each turn from their wicked ways ….” (Jer.
36:7, NIV) 

How many times in my life have I looked at people and did not think that they would come to know the Lord before even
getting to know them? This happens more often than the times that I have looked with eyes of hope for the lost. Maybe
Jeremiah saw things a little differently—with eyes filled with hope. Maybe that’s what makes him a stunning light for the
kingdom—his hope and his obedience.

Maybe that’s how our Father sees everyone and everything—with eyes of HOPE.

Only God knows the full extent of what our obedience will bear. Let us become people who love to be obedient because of
our love for the Lord. Oh! How His Light would shine out of us if we lived like that! -RS

Personal Reflection: 

“Father, let me see with eyes of hope today, and for the rest of my days.”
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M E S H A C H  &
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Read: Daniel 3

We only have a few stories of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, but all of them show their devotion to God. They joined
with Daniel to resist the king’s command to eat unhealthy food. They prayed with Daniel when he was seeking God’s help
to interpret the king’s dream. And they faced a horrible, tortuous death when they refused to join other people in
worshiping an idol.

After King Nebuchadnezzar made a golden statue of himself and commanded everyone to worship it, Shadrach, Meshach
and Abednego refused and were brought before the king, who threatened to burn them alive.

Their response to King Nebuchadnezzar was stunningly bold! They told him “We do not need to defend ourselves before
you in this matter. If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from Your Majesty’s
hand. But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of
gold you have set up.” (Dan. 3:16-18, NIV)

This is incredible faith and faith-producing, unbelievable courage! They were moments away from being killed and they
still trusted God, even though they did not know what would happen. These words deliver a powerful message: it’s God …
or nothing.

We call out to God to save us in difficult moments, but do we secretly harbor doubts? Do we sometimes say, “This is it,
God. If You don’t come through this time, I am done with You?”

Faith in God isn’t a matter of trusting by degrees or trusting partially. We can’t say that we trust God up to a point but
then trust something else. It is not 90% trust in God and 10% trust in money, or jobs, or family or our own cleverness. It
is God … or nothing.

That is the faith message of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. They knew that God could save them, but they didn’t know
if He would save them. And yet … they still had faith.

Who is worth following other than God? What can we stand on other than God? What can we cling to other than God?
Everything will fail … other than God. -KL

Personal Reflection: 

How much faith do I have when I am ridiculed, or ostracized, or threatened or fearful? No matter how bad
life gets, even to the point of death, I will continue trusting in the only thing that matters: God.
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D A N I E L

Read: Daniel 6

The stories of Daniel’s life are all inspiring. When he was a young man, he had the boldness to follow God’s rules, even
while he was exiled from his home surrounded by people who did not obey. When he was threatened with execution, he
did not cower in fear, but sought support from his friends and wisdom from God. When he was offered riches and
rewards for interpreting God’s writing, he declined the prizes and still spoke an honest word.

Daniel served through the reigns of three different kings and was a man who was trustworthy, without corruption or
negligence. But troubles still came on him, and after decades of faithfulness to God, Daniel found himself in danger of
death again.

Other people sought his downfall and set a trap for him by convincing King Darius to make an unreasonable and unwise
law. Daniel was once again faced with the choice to be faithful or to yield.

Maybe Daniel felt he had had enough. Maybe he thought, “I have served God faithfully for my whole life. Surely if I let it
slide this one time it won’t be a problem, right? I mean, I’m old, and I don’t want to be thrown to the lions.”

But Daniel’s character and faith stayed solid. He did not hide his love for God, nor did he stop his diligent daily prayers.
He broke the law and spent the night in a den of hungry lions.

When King Darius called for Daniel the next morning, Daniel spoke a great word of wisdom. He said, “My God sent his
angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I
ever done any wrong before you, Your Majesty.” (Dan. 6:22, NIV)

Daniel did not complain that the law was unfair or that he was treated poorly. He knew he hadn’t wronged the king, but
even more importantly, Daniel knew he was innocent before God.

Daniel is one of the few persons in the Bible where we have a picture of his life from when he was young to when he was
old. Throughout Daniel’s life, he was a constant, shining example of courageous faith. -KL

Personal Reflection: 

“God, help me stay faithful, no matter how long I have served You or how long I have to go.”
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What do you admire about the little servant girl? How can you share what you know about Jesus with

those who are different from you?

When did the Lord ask you to do an “unrewarding,” challenging task—as He did Isaiah and Jeremiah?

How did you respond? Why did these prophets accept the Lord’s assignments?
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For Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego and Daniel, it was God—or nothing. Does that describe you? Why

or why not? 

E N T E R I N G  A  N E W  W E E K  P R A Y I N G  F O R . . .
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H A B A K K U K

Read: Habakkuk 1:2-13; 2:1-4; 3:2-6, 13, 17-19

When hanging out with preschoolers, you quickly discover one of their favorite words. Why? Their whys continue without
ceasing—testing your patience! We adults also ask many why questions. “Why did that tsunami hit the most populated
coastline? Why are children trafficked? Why do evil people prosper, while the innocent suffer? Why doesn’t God stop
injustice? Why is this happening to me?"

Believers have wrestled with these questions for millennia. The prophet Habakkuk (seventh century B.C.) saw the
corruption and injustice in Judah and boldly questioned God. “Our LORD, how long must I beg for your help before you
listen? How long before you save us from all this violence? Why do you make me watch such terrible injustice? Why do
you allow violence, lawlessness, crime, and cruelty to spread everywhere?” (Hab. 1:2-3, CEV)

God answered Habakkuk’s complaints. He would punish Judah for their wrongdoing—using the cruel, pagan Babylonians
as His instrument of judgment. The prophet did not like that answer! He protested, “Your eyes are too pure to look on evil;
you cannot tolerate wrongdoing. Why then do you tolerate the treacherous? Why are you silent while the wicked swallow
up those more righteous than themselves?” (1:13, NIV)

Habakkuk waited on the watch tower for God’s reply. “Look at the proud one: his soul is not upright—but the righteous will
live by faith.” (2:4, BSB) God would judge the arrogant Babylonians who trusted in themselves. His people should wait
patiently, trusting Him and His timing. They were to live lives of faithfulness even if they did not understand God’s ways. 

God’s assurance of justice and deliverance led Habakkuk to worship. The Lord’s acts of power, past faithfulness and
promises for the future filled him with awe. Though Habakkuk’s present circumstances remained unchanged, he
surrendered to God’s sovereignty. He continued to trust the One who knew the Big Picture. He would rejoice in God, his
Savior—no matter what suffering might come. (3:17-19)

Like Habakkuk, we can ask God tough questions. A wise professor, however, encouraged students to convert the question
when struggling with those difficult whys. “Why is this happening?” becomes “What is my relationship to you now, O
Lord?” Habakkuk drew closer to the Lord in worship. He lived out his faith by trusting and rejoicing in the Lord. Will you?
-SG

Personal Reflection: 

“Loving Father, though inflation challenges my budget, though our country has deep divisions, though wars rage
and though         is happening to me, yet I will rejoice in You, God my Savior. You are my strength. Amen.”  
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Z E C H A R I A H

Read: Luke 1:5-25, 39-45, 57-80

Wouldn’t it be great if God always acted the way we expect Him to act? The problem, I think, is one of finitude. We are
simply bound by our earthly perspectives. We can’t see His plan, and we can’t imagine the wonderful ways in which He
chooses to carry it out. In perhaps the clearest statement of this fact, God says “For My thoughts are not your thoughts,
and your ways are not My ways.” (Isa. 55:8, HCSB) 

When the angel told Zechariah the joyful news about his son, somehow it wasn’t enough for him. An angelic being
personally gave him a message from God, and his first thought was to reply, “How can I know this?” (Luke 1:18) With his
earthly perspective, Zechariah just couldn’t see what God was doing. 

But we do the same thing, don’t we? The proof that God’s love endures forever is that He tells us that His love endures
forever. (Ps. 136:1) The sign that our sins are forgiven is that He tells us that our sins are forgiven. (1 John 1:9) The
confirmation that we’re to love our neighbors as ourselves is that He tells us to love our neighbors as ourselves. (Matt.
22:39) But, like Zechariah, we always want more proof, another sign, certain confirmation.

Under the circumstances, the rebuke given to Zechariah was a mild one—no talking until the child’s birth. I imagine that
this put a bit of a damper on the customary priestly benediction following the sacrifice, but it also allowed him plenty of
time to think. And when the time came for his tongue to be loosened, he was ready! 

The benediction that got skipped all those months ago was ready to go. Zechariah pointed to the Psalms. He referenced
Abraham (another man that God gifted with a son in advanced age). He quoted Isaiah in proclaiming that “the Dawn from
on high will visit us to shine on those who live in darkness.” (Luke 1:78-79) Zechariah lived out his faith by praising God
Who kept His promises—eliminating his doubts. If we sometimes tend to echo Zechariah’s doubt, may we also repeat his
reversal as well. 

God’s specific thoughts are not our thoughts, but He has given away the ending. Sooner or later, “at the name of Jesus,
every knee will bow.” (Phil. 2:10) -AP

Personal Reflection: 

“Lord, please remind us that we can trust Your word to us. May we be filled with Your spirit as we
speak of the great things that You’ve done and that You continue to do.” 
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M A R Y ,  
T H E  M O T H E R  

O F  J E S U S
 

Read: Luke 1:26-56; Acts 1:14 

We remember and acknowledge Mary, Jesus’ mother, every Christmas: a woman in white, kneeling on the floor, holding
baby Jesus. We talk about how she was a virgin who conceived and gave birth to our Lord. We celebrate Jesus’ birth, the
significance and the joy it symbolizes to us, and we vaguely recall the part Mary played in all of it. And that’s it! We
overlook Mary’s faithfulness, obedience, humility and trust even after our Lord Jesus Christ was glorified and taken up to
heaven. 

We continually see the lack of questioning and skepticism in Mary’s response to the impossible compared to many
others. Yes, she did ask logical questions. Who wouldn’t when you are told that you would bear a son without touching a
man? But Mary’s questions weren’t the results of unbelief but of wonder-filled faith. She was constantly seeking the word,
meditating on and studying the Scriptures so often that a song magnifying her Lord, profound and knowledgeable, freely
flowed from her lips. 

We see that Mary viewed herself as a “maidservant” to her master. (Luke 1:38, NKJV) She did not question Him, but obeyed
Him blindly, trusting Him to help her comprehend the deeper meaning of it all. Mary willingly agreed and sacrificed her
reputation and life, risking the penalty of being stoned to death. She trusted Him despite the consequences—
consequences and suffering she never knew or imagined. She surrendered to humiliation, misunderstanding, isolation,
sorrow and unimaginable pain when she saw her Son and Savior die a terrible death on the cross. By sacrificing her
rights to her own life, Mary lived out her faith in humble surrender and obedience.

We see a parallel drawn between Mary and us as believers. The Lord was with her. She was the highly favored one, and He
blessed her. Likewise, He is with us. (Matt. 28:20) We are highly favored by our Father and blessed beyond measure. (Eph.
1:3-6) Fully immersing ourselves in the Word and meditating every waking hour is not feasible to most of our daily
circumstances. But, we can take small steps in spending more time in the Word by memorizing a verse every week and
meditating on it to bring us closer to our Lord and Savior. We can live out our faith, like Mary, in humble surrender and
obedience.  
-PS

Personal Reflection: 

“Dear Lord, please make me a vessel for You today. Help me understand and rejoice in Your
plans for me. And use me for Your glory. Amen.”
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A N D R E W

Read: John 1:35-42, 6:8; Matthew 4:18-20, 10:2-4

On a bluff overlooking the Dnipro River in Kyiv, stands a beautiful church. It honors Simon Peter’s brother, the Apostle
Andrew, the first missionary to the people in today’s Ukraine. The early church historian, Eusebius, wrote that Andrew
evangelized in Scythia, the region beyond the Black Sea’s northern coastline. 

The Apostle Paul indicated that Christians existed among Greek-speaking Gentiles and Jews, barbarians who did not speak
Greek and the uncouth Scythians. (Col. 3: 11) Evidently, Andrew planted churches among these various groups despite
overwhelming language and cultural obstacles. He went to his world’s furthest frontiers to make disciples of all the
peoples. (Matt. 28:19; Acts 1: 8) 

The early church labeled Andrew “the first called” among Jesus’ disciples. When John the Baptist declared Jesus of
Nazareth to be “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world,” Andrew and Philip followed Him. (John 1: 29, NIV)
Later, Jesus told Andrew, Peter, James and John: “Come, follow me ... and I will send you out to fish for people.” (Matt. 4:19)
Andrew and the others obeyed immediately. Andrew became both Jesus’ disciple and apostle, His follower and messenger.
(Matt. 10:2)

Andrew continually took action to do what Jesus said. When Jesus told His disciples to feed the 5,000, Philip calculated its
impossibility. Andrew, however, found a boy with bread and fish for Jesus to distribute somehow among the people.
Andrew did his assignments and trusted the Lord to accomplish His purpose through them.

The Gospels portray Andrew as the disciple who repeatedly brought people to Jesus at pivotal moments. After spending
the day with Him, Andrew found his brother to tell him he had met the Messiah and then brought Peter to Him. Andrew
took the boy with the bread and fish to Jesus. During Passion Week, some Greek worshipers of God asked to meet with
Jesus. Andrew told Him, and their request prompted Jesus to declare that His crucifixion would provide the means for
drawing all peoples to Himself. (John 12:20-22, 32-33) Through Him, salvation had come for Gentile as well as Jewish
believers. 

Andrew exemplified the characteristics of a disciple. He followed his Lord’s call without weighing his options. Rather than
considering if a command applied to him, he obeyed right away. Andrew led people to Jesus and proclaimed the good
news about Him. He lived by faith in Christ and in obedience to His commands. -PG 

Personal Reflection: 

“O Lord, make me a disciple completely committed to You.”
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P E T E R

Read: Mark 14:66-72; Acts 2:14-16, 36-41, 4:1-21

When I think through some of the major figures of the Bible, very few resonate with me as much as Peter does. Peter
grows an incredible amount as he walks alongside Jesus, from being one of the disciples that would earn my vote as “most
likely to insert foot in mouth” (Mark 8:31-33) to being one of the disciples Jesus most trusts to “Shepherd my sheep.” (John
21:16, CSB)

And yet, even with all his growth, Peter still made mistakes. During Jesus’s greatest time of need, Peter’s courage and
resolve to stick by his dearest Friend melted away, leading to lying about his affiliation with the Messiah. He swore, “I
don’t know this man you’re talking about!” (Mark 14:76) Despite all the time that Peter had spent learning at the feet of
the Teacher, he still ran from the persecution of others. 

Like Peter, many of us have moments where we abandon Jesus and His teachings in an effort to save our own skin. Yet,
just as Peter’s life went on to display, that does not have to be the end of the story. 

Later, on the day of Pentecost, Peter began to preach, speaking boldly to large groups of people. His boldness would lead
“about three thousand people” to join the believers. (Acts 2:41) Peter was no longer someone who feared what others could
do to him, but someone who was empowered by the Holy Spirit to be obedient to what God led him to do. So it should
come as no surprise that when Peter faced threats by religious leaders (Acts 4), his response was not to deny involvement
as he had done previously, but to proclaim boldly, “Whether it’s right in the sight of God for us to listen to you rather
than to God, you decide; for we are unable to stop speaking about what we have seen and heard.” (Acts 4:19-20).

As we draw closer to Easter, and the celebration of the King Whom even death could not stop, let us live a life that is not
in fear of people, but like Peter, let us boldly and courageously proclaim the gospel in the face of opposition. -WE 

Personal Reflection: 

Peter’s life was markedly different from Mark 14 to Acts 4. What are the differences in my life since I first started
following Jesus? What in my life is NOT different, but needs to be different to look more like Jesus?

How can I lead others by my example to follow Jesus also?
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M A R Y  O F
 B E T H A N Y

 

Read: Luke 10:38-42; John 12:1-11; Mark 14:3-9

Here’s a little secret—this devotional wasn’t written during Lent. It was written during Advent, undoubtedly the busiest
season in the year for a church staff member and musician. Nothing brings on the tendency to fall captive to life’s hustle
and bustle like the holidays. So right in the middle of Advent, I’m learning more about the posture of Mary, devoted
disciple and friend of Jesus, than I might any other time of year. Looking toward Easter reminds me of the bigger picture
at play. Mary saw the bigger picture too. 

It’s almost impossible to talk about Mary without referencing Martha. If only these sisters knew the comparison they
would eventually spark in many Bible studies when asked the age-old question: “Are you a Mary or a Martha?” Well, I’m
not here to shame one or the other. Jesus considered Mary, Martha and their brother Lazarus as dear friends whom He
loved. Cultural expectations reinforced Martha’s responsibility to extend hospitality to her guest. Yet, Mary shirked duties
and broke rules simply to fall at the Lord’s feet, focusing solely on Him. Martha’s efforts of hospitality weren’t bad, but
Mary chose better. 

I do a lot of good things for Jesus, for His Church, for His people. But how much more could I learn and grow by sitting
with Him? How I wish I could not get caught up in details, how things are presented and how I look in the process. How I
long to prioritize as Mary did, by keeping the main thing the main thing. Mary’s posture of devotion at the feet of Jesus is
the purest form of worship, worthy of emulating. Jesus doesn’t deserve to live in our periphery, waiting on the doorstep.
He deserves to be invited into our everyday lives, the joys and the struggles, in front of the world or in the quiet of our
own home. 

Mary teaches me to be present for my family, friends, guests and especially Jesus. Mary teaches me to make room in my
heart, mind and schedule to spend quality time with Jesus. Mary teaches me how to worship sacrificially, extravagantly,
publicly and unashamedly.

 “And truly, I say to you, wherever the gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told in memory
of her.” (Mark 14:9, ESV) -SJ

Personal Reflection: 

How would I describe my posture in relationship to Jesus? What priorities do I need to adjust in my life?
“Dear Lord, help me filter through all the good things to focus on the best thing.” 
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What role did surrender have in the life of Mary, the mother of Jesus? In which areas your life do you

have the most difficulty surrendering to the Lord? Why? How can you grow in surrendering to His will

over your own?

When do you obey the Lord right away? When do you procrastinate in your obedience? When do you

choose to disobey? What would help you to obey immediately?

4 0



When difficulties are overwhelming, how would changing your questioning of God from “Why is this

happening to me?” to “What is my relationship to You now, Lord?” bring a better perspective and

hope to your situation?

E N T E R I N G  A  N E W  W E E K  P R A Y I N G  F O R . . .

4 1



M A R C H  2 7 ,  2 0 2 3
 

T H O M A S

Read: John 20:19-29

The pandemic, as well as the political and economic turmoil swirling around us, has broken down institutions and
relationships, generating doubt in everything previously believed to be true. Amid this societal struggle, we hear a lot of
talk about “deconstruction.” Deconstruction is a reevaluation of one’s faith, where one dismantles (deconstructs) the
elements of belief that one believes cannot support the weight of new realities.

In the Gospel accounts, we read of a time of extreme disorientation for the closest followers of Jesus. Many had literally
walked and lived with Him for up to three years, but just when it seemed like the Kingdom of God was going to restore
Israel to its rightful place, throwing off pagan Rome, Jesus had been crucified amidst common criminals. He was dead.

Crucifixion was a grisly public horror that left no survivors. The disciples went through a period of deep grief, reflection
and doubt, trying to make sense of what happened. When word spread the tomb was empty and Jesus was alive, it was too
good to be true. But Jesus appeared to the disciples, showed them His wounds and they believed (John 20:20). But Thomas
was not with them.

Thomas had been a man of great faith. He had left his ordinary life to follow Jesus through the villages, cities and
wilderness of Israel. Thomas even called the other disciples to die with Jesus, if necessary, in Jerusalem. (John 11:16)
When Thomas heard the impossible news of the risen Jesus, he needed evidence. And when Jesus appeared to the
disciples again eight days later, Thomas believed.

Jesus knows how we are made, fashioned from dust. (Ps. 103:14) He will not harm those weak in faith, nor extinguish what
little faith we may have. (Matt.12:20) He knows the state of our faith, or lack of it (John 6:64), so we have no need to
pretend. 

Are you, like Thomas, struggling with faith in Jesus? Don’t be afraid. A Christ-centered deconstruction of your faith can be
transformative. Those who encountered the risen Jesus had a new frame of reference for their faith, and they ended up
changing the world.

Even though Jesus has now ascended into the heavenly realm (Acts 1:8-9), He is still engaging with His disciples through
the Holy Spirit (John 16:13-15). Like Thomas, stay close to the disciples who have encountered Jesus, and ask the Lord to
help your unbelief (Mark 9:24). He will respond in a way most appropriate to your needs. -WM 

Personal Reflection: 

“Lord, help me to trust You with my heart and mind.” 
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Read: Luke 8:1-3; Matthew 27:55-56, 28:1-10; John 20:1-18

Brave, faithful, devout and grateful—I think of these words when I think of Mary Magdalene. She was one of the few
women who personally knew Jesus and learned His teaching firsthand. She understood her worth as a cherished child of
God, not because she was flawless, but because she was redeemed.

On her first encounter with Jesus, He relieved her of seven demons who had been tormenting her. Can you imagine her
astonishment as He performed this miracle? Can you feel the depth of her gratitude? Have you ever encountered Jesus in
a similar way?

Mary began to follow Jesus and His disciples with many other women, and the Bible tells us they helped to “support them
out of their own means.” (Luke 8:3, NIV) Wow, that’s gratitude! She left everything she had to follow and support the One
who saved her. 

Mary continued to learn from Jesus during their travels, and she grew in her devotion to God. It was quite unusual at the
time for women to receive instruction from a rabbi. Mary may have had access to some schooling, but the level of
teaching offered in the synagogue was typically out of reach for women. Unlike other rabbis, Jesus was approachable, and
His teaching was easy to understand. 

Mary did not shy away when Jesus faced trials. Mary watched as Jesus was crucified and died. Mary was still tending to His
needs at His burial. And when He arose, Mary discovered Him missing from the tomb. Mary was so brave. She did not
abandon her Savior even when He appeared weak, when others were calling Him a fraud. 

It’s no wonder Jesus chose Mary as the first person He appeared to after He had risen from the tomb. I love that her
response was to joyfully shout out “Teacher!” and embrace Him. I have a student who regularly runs down the long hall at
church to greet me in the same fashion. It is such a special encounter. It brings tears to my eyes to imagine how Jesus
and Mary must have felt in that moment— joy, relief, excitement, hope. 

Mary lived out her commitment to Jesus with bravery, faithfulness, devotion, gratitude. She’s an example to follow. -AL

Personal Reflection: 

When Jesus appears to me in my daily walk, what is my response? What will my greeting be when
I finally see Jesus in heaven? Will mine echo Mary’s, “Teacher!”
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B A R N A B A S

Read: Acts 4:36-37, 9:26-27, 11:19-26, 15:36-41; Gal. 2:12-13

Mary and I met when our daughters were kindergarten classmates. We became friends and prayer partners. Mary
radiates Jesus. She lives out her faith by encouraging others, offering hospitality and introducing people to the Lord.
When Mary faced a second bout with cancer, one of my family members was also struggling with some challenges. She
told me, “As I am undergoing radiation treatments, I’m going to storm heaven on your behalf.” That’s Mary. She puts the
needs of others above her own. She greatly impacts my spiritual journey.

Barnabas also impacted the spiritual lives of others. Though his given name was Joseph, the apostles nicknamed him
“Barnabas,” meaning “Son of Encouragement.” His generosity encouraged the church in Jerusalem when he sold a field
and gave the money to the apostles to distribute to the needy.

When new convert Saul (Paul) arrived in Jerusalem, the believers distrusted their former persecutor. Encourager
Barnabas, however, saw God’s grace at work in Saul’s testimony and interceded for him with the apostles. When the
Jerusalem church leadership heard about Gentiles in Antioch believing and turning to the Lord, they chose Barnabas to
investigate. When he reached Antioch and “saw what the grace of God had done, he was glad and encouraged them all to
remain true to the Lord with all their hearts.” (Acts 11:23, ESV) Later, as Paul and Barnabas planned their second
missionary journey, Paul refused to include Mark who had deserted them on their first evangelistic tour. Barnabas wanted
to give him a second chance. So, Paul and Barnabas formed separate teams. 

Fellow believers saw Barnabas as “a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith.” (Acts 11:24) (Yet, Barnabas did make
mistakes. He gave in to pressure to stop eating with Gentile believers in Antioch—behavior inconsistent with his usual
defense of the Gentile mission.) Barnabas excelled at encouraging others, especially the misunderstood and rejected. He
acted as a peacemaker and bridge-builder. He interceded for individuals and became their advocate. He looked for the
best in people and saw their potential. Barnabas recognized the grace of God at work and rejoiced. His faith-created
actions and character reflected Jesus’ light.

We need believers like Barnabas in our churches, those who will encourage, intercede and bring others together. We
need those who will see the grace of God at work and rejoice where others may criticize.  
-SG

Personal Reflection: 
What person in my life needs encouragement? How can I encourage that individual?

Where do I see the grace of God at work—and rejoice?
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S T E P H E N

Read: Acts 6:1—8:2

Acts 6 opens with the church facing a disagreement between the Hellenists (Greek Christians) and the Hebrews
concerning how some of the widows inside the church were being treated. To maintain church unity, the apostles
appointed seven men to serve the widows in practical service—distributing food. However, when choosing these men, the
apostles were looking for men of “good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom.” (Acts 6:3, ESV) Why? Because when
serving the church, any service is spiritual service.

Serving the widows of the church allowed for “Stephen, full of grace and power” to do even greater “wonders and signs
among the people.” (6:8) He would eventually become the first martyr of the early Church. 

Think of a time when you received out-of-this-world customer service—the person serving you made a genuine
connection, listened to your needs, made you feel as if you mattered. Did this person share the gospel? No. But, I’m sure
his or her treatment of you made you want to come back and be treated the same way again. Stephen’s treatment of the
widows, how he ensured they were taken care of, laid a foundation for him to further the kingdom of God. Meeting unmet
needs is a great way to bring people into ministry. 

While serving the widows, Stephen shared the gospel without any reservations—so much so, some of those in the
synagogue of the Hellenistic Freedmen couldn’t handle his faithfulness to the gospel and accused him of blasphemy. On
trial, Stephen chose to defend the gospel—not himself. He did this with “the face of an angel.” (6:15) Everyone, including
Saul (who would later become Paul), could see how the Spirit of God filled Stephen. They heard him speak a truth they did
not want to hear: “Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him.” (7:54)
Stephen’s faithfulness in the small things helped him develop an unshakeable faithfulness in spreading the gospel, no
matter how others received it. 

Saul approved of Stephen’s execution that day. Stephen died while asking God to “not hold this sin against them” (7:60).
God heard Stephen’s prayer in allowing Saul to become Paul. 

The gospel is the greatest truth and requires the greatest faithfulness. What are ways I can grow my faithfulness while
doing practical things? -PH

Personal Reflection: 
“Dear God, please show me ways I can grow my faithfulness to Your word. I ask You for opportunities

to practice being faithful in the little moments so I can be faithful in the bigger moments.”
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P H I L I P

Read: Acts 8:4-8, 26-40

Humans like to plan. The Lord does, too. (Prov. 19:21) Forces also exist that seek to thwart His plans. (John 10:10) These
seek to lead believers away from the end goal of all our plans: the Lord Himself. Yet, God takes even what the enemy
intends for evil and turns it for good. (Gen. 50:20)

This was the case with Philip in Acts 8. We do not know much about Philip’s plans and hopes, but we can speculate that as
a leader in the Jerusalem Church, those plans and hopes did not include a “great persecution” bursting forth. (Acts 8:1,
ESV) Talk about forces of evil at work in the world! The persecution scattered believers all throughout the land. In His
sovereignty and might, God turned even this firestorm of evil into the spark that would spread a gospel wildfire
throughout the known world. 

In his flight, the Lord told Philip to go a certain way and pay close attention to those he would encounter. This was not the
ideal situation by any human standard. The Lord, though, makes history out of such moments. The man Philip
encountered was exactly whom Jesus described when He said the word of the Lord would land on good soil and produce a
bountiful crop. (Matt. 13:8) 

Our plans rarely turn out how we imagine. Maybe we thought we would find more clarity in school, ease in marriage,
fulfillment in our career or loyalty in our friends. The Lord does work through all these things. That’s the beauty and the
mystery of His sovereignty! He takes a former church leader turned religious refugee and plants him on a desert road,
right in the path of an Ethiopian ready to walk into the Kingdom of light. He took a Roman death machine, the cross, and
used it to bring Life to all the world. His plans cannot be thwarted, even if yours have. 

So, take heart! The place He intends for you to shine His light is the place He calls you to. We expect this in cathedrals.
Perhaps your cathedral is a coffee shop, a classroom, the bedside of your teenager or the shelter downtown. Maybe it is
the desert you are in. The point in going is not where you are as much as it is who you are and Whose you are. -JS

Personal Reflection: 

“Lord, may the desert roads in my life teach me the intimacy of communion I need for the super highways
of modern living. May my scattering be Your glory—and my joy.”
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P A U L

Read: Acts 9:1-30; Philippians 3:4-14; 2 Corinthians 4

Paul was not always known as St. Paul, or for writing many books of the Bible or for his work establishing early churches.
In fact, he was once despised and feared by Christians. Paul had made it his work to travel around persecuting Christians,
even having them sentenced to death.

Paul had always been a great student and a hard worker. He had become a Pharisee and dedicated his life to serving God.
He believed that his work of persecuting Christians was a holy act of holding others accountable for their sins against
God. 

On his way to persecute Jesus’ disciples in Damascus, Paul saw a bright light from heaven, fell to the ground and heard
the voice of Jesus say, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” (Acts 9:4, NIV) This encounter left Paul blind, but later in
Damascus God healed him through the obedience of Ananias. This experience transformed Paul’s life from a rule-
following Pharisee to a redeemed servant of Jesus. Ananias was amazed that God had big plans for Paul. Has God
transformed your life in this way? Have you seen God use people you’d never expect to bring about good?

Prior to Paul’s conversion, he had every reason to boast: the right family, a first-class education, great power, authority
and exemplary behavior too. Can you relate? Are you proud of what you have accomplished? Do you feel in control? When
Paul was able to experience a personal relationship with Jesus, he understood that it was far more valuable than the
things he once cherished. 

It is a challenge to give up control. We want to hold tightly to the things we can accomplish through our own power. Paul
understood that great joy and freedom comes when you trust Jesus with your life. It’s not about achievements and
accolades; they are a fleeting illusion of control. It’s about trusting it all to the One who never fails.

Paul learned to trust God through hardships most folks never endure. We’re talking starvation, jail time, violence and
torture. Yet, Paul continued to trust and serve God. He knew that trials are temporary, but one day we will spend eternity
with God, and it will be worth it! -AL

Personal Reflection: 

“Dear Lord, help me to stay focused on my relationship with You and not on my performance and accolades.
Teach me to trust You in all circumstances and to find joy in Your unending love above all else.”
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What was the source of Stephen’s fullness of grace and power? When have you submitted to the Holy

Spirit’s leading, drawing on His power?

How do you respond when the Lord interrupts your plans? What do you learn from Philip’s story that

would help you to accept God’s bigger plans with more grace and less frustration?

4 8



Do you see yourself as a criticizer or encourager? How does your desire to control and self-

righteousness lead to a critical spirit? How does seeing God’s grace at work in other people lead to

looking for the best in them and encouraging them?

E N T E R I N G  A  N E W  W E E K  I N  P R A Y E R . . .
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D O R C A S

Read: Acts 9:36-42

When I was a child and teenager, my maternal grandmother was a member of the Dorcas Sunday School class at First
Baptist Church in Nacogdoches, Texas. As a teenager, I thought that was nothing more than a funny name for a senior
adult Sunday School class. Reflecting on this 40 years later, I see clearly a very good reason for this class name.

Examining the story of Dorcas through the eyes of an adult, I’m struck by an easy-to-overlook detail in the story of a
woman brought back to life by Peter. Dorcas “was always doing good and helping the poor.” (Acts 9:36, NIV) When the
apostle arrived in Joppa and entered the room where friends had placed her body, “all the widows stood around him,
crying and showing Peter the robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was still with them.” (9:39) Dorcas,
a quiet and dedicated servant of the Lord, used her skills and interests to serve her community of faith.

My grandmother participated in a quilting club which gathered weekly at a local church to make quilts and fellowship
over a shared meal. The club sold the finished quilts to benefit the church’s ministries. Like Dorcas, this group of ladies
used the skills and interests they had to serve the Lord and their local church. Additionally, they carried out this service
behind the scenes, but it made an unquestionable impact on the community.

When I bring this example of service into my life today, I think about the members of the media team with whom I’m
blessed to serve each week at University Baptist Church. These faithful servants use their skills and interests to serve our
community of faith. They, too, work behind the scenes. Since Sunday, March 15, 2020, the work of this group has been
even more critical as COVID forced many UBC members to worship from their homes.

I’m thankful for the history of Dorcas’ service and her namesake Sunday School class in Nacogdoches where my
grandmother showed me an example of a quiet servant. Dorcas lived out her faith by doing good and helping the poor.
She reflected the Lord’s light by using her skills and interests to serve her community.

And now ... I think it’s time we rename the UBC media team to the “Dorcas Media Team of UBC!” -RR

Personal Reflection: 

How can I more effectively use my skills, interests and time to serve God and His kingdom through the work of UBC?
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C O R N E L I U S

Read: Acts 10

When the church began in Acts, the disciples shared the good news of Jesus’ death and resurrection from city to city. But
the early church’s message of salvation was almost exclusively given to the Jewish people. That all pivoted, though, with
God’s message to one Gentile captain.

Cornelius was a Roman centurion and a captain of the guard. Because of his position, he had plenty of power and
authority. He could have abused that power or taken advantage of his rank. But instead, he chose to be a man who helped
others and sought God’s will.

Though Cornelius was not a Jew, his faith in the God of the Jews was clearly evident to those around him. The Book of Acts
describes him as a devout man, well-known for fair play, neighborly, helpful, prayerful and “thoroughly good.” (Acts 10:2,
MSG) Cornelius’ stellar reputation had spread beyond his family, his household and his soldiers.

God had received Cornelius’ offerings of prayers and gifts to the poor. He sent an angel to Cornelius and told him to send
for Simon Peter. When Cornelius sent two servants and a devout solder to find Peter, these men didn’t hesitate to tell the
apostle about Cornelius’ character. They told Peter that he could verify what they were saying about Cornelius by asking
“any Jew in this part of the country.” (Acts 10:22) That is a powerful testimony! 

The apostle went to the centurion’s house and preached the message of Christ. Cornelius and his household received the
Holy Spirit, were baptized and became some of the first non-Jewish converts to Christianity.

Before Cornelius began his walk of faith with Jesus, he was already worshipping and praying to God and living rightly.
Cornelius’ goodness and faith shone so brightly that everyone around him—his family, household, employees, neighbors,
soldiers and even people outside of his race—could see how he was faithful and worshipped God. Now this Gentile captain
of power and authority would shine God’s goodness as a believer in Jesus with His greater power and authority.

In our lives today, we all have different areas of influence and authority. Perhaps we have many chances to be seen by
other people, or perhaps we have very few. As believers, though, we are all equal in our ability to reflect God’s goodness to
the people we meet. -KL and AL

Personal Reflection: 

“Lord, help me be a thoroughly good person, not because of the glory it brings to me,
but because of the glory it brings to You.”
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L Y D I A

Read: Acts 16:11-15, 40

Purple cloth draped across her shoulders, Lydia kneels near the riverside. Lifting a prayer to the one true God, she joins
the other women present to worship the God whom Jews worship. Their group is small, but together their voices are a bold
testament to the faith they live out in Philippi—a Roman colony and leading Macedonian district. With fewer than ten
Jewish men in the city and thus no synagogue, the women retreat to a river’s banks for prayer and meditation. Here, Lydia
can hear her sisters praying for the promised Messiah to come.  

As she murmurs her final words and rises, she sees four men hovering near the edges of the riverbank. They’re
foreigners and unexpected, but Lydia goes to meet them. 

“May I help?”

“We bring good news,” they say together. 

As an upper-class woman living in Philippi, Lydia held a position of local prestige. However, remaining faithful to God in
a pagan culture was difficult. Yet, when missionaries came with good news, the “Lord opened her heart to pay attention to
what was said by Paul” and “she was baptized.” (Acts 16:14-15, ESV) Lydia followed Jesus even though identifying with Him
and His followers would risk her wealth and status as a respected public figure.

Lydia’s faithfulness as a new believer in Jesus empowered her to be a light in three ways: She could hear. She could
recognize. She could reflect. 

By maintaining spiritual practices in a culture that did not value or prioritize them, Lydia had a valuable opportunity to
hear the good news of the Lord she might have missed otherwise. By being faithful to study the Scriptures, she knew what
to look for in the coming Messiah and could recognize truth when the missionaries shared it with her. Finally, her
faithfulness empowered her to reflect her light to others. Combining her gifts in leadership and generosity, she opened
her home as the meeting place for the Philippian church. What a gift to help start a church in a place that has never
heard the good news!

Too often we struggle amid the bustle of a busy day to find time to read our Bibles or pray over our friends and family
members. When we miss the opportunities to hear truth, it can make it harder for us to recognize it. If we can’t recognize
truth, how can we reflect it to others? -KH

Personal Reflection: 

“Father, guide all my ways to faithfulness that I may hear Your word, recognize Your truth and reflect Your light.” 
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A Q U I L A  &  
P R I S C I L L A

 

Read: Acts 18:1-3, 18-20, 24-26; Romans 16:3-5; 1 Corinthians 16:19

“A good name is better than fine perfume.” (Eccl. 7:1, NIV) This statement refers to an individual’s reputation or what
others think and talk about someone. A good name requires hard work, faithfulness, diligence and determination. A good
name is an immeasurable reward. The victory and success of our Christian life always depend on how we live out our
faith in the present world. God has called us out of darkness into the marvelous light of Christ to proclaim His
excellencies (1 Pet. 2:9) and shine His light in this dark world. (Phil. 2:15)

The fascinating life of the couple, Priscilla and Aquila, stand as an exceptional example for a faith-centered, family
ministry team. They gained a “good name” by living a life of faith and shining their light before others. What did they do?

Aquila and Priscilla willingly received and accepted God’s messengers in the ministry. When Paul came to Corinth, he
stayed and worked with Priscilla and Aquila. They gladly opened their home for the spread of the gospel of Christ. Their
act of hosting Paul in their home speaks of hospitality, brotherly love and a heart for the mission. (Heb. 13:1) They
became co-laborers with Paul in the ministry. How do you participate in the proclamation of the glorious gospel?

Priscilla and Aquila willingly mentored and equipped Apollos. Their mentoring sharpened Apollos, and he became “a
great help to those who by grace had believed.” (Acts 18:27) Priscilla and Aquila were not eloquent preachers like Paul or
Apollos, but they readily supported and made themselves available for those who served in the forefront of the ministry.
God is looking for our readiness and availability more than our ability. In what ways are you willing to use your talents,
capabilities and resources for the spiritual enrichment of others?

Aquila and Priscilla opened their home for worship and fellowship. Not only that, this committed couple willingly risked
their lives for others for the furtherance of the gospel. What sacrifices are you willing to make for another’s spiritual
blessings—your comfort? your convenience? your time? your resources? your life? -PCS

Personal Reflection: 

When and where does my life serve as an example for others? How do I contribute to the spiritual
growth of my fellow believers? “O Lord, make me a blessing to someone today.”
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 Read: Philippians 2:19-24; 2 Timothy 1:1-8, 3:14-17

Timothy’s backstory might be a lot like many church members today. He was raised in a home that taught him the
Scriptures every day. His grandmother Lois and his mother Eunice probably taught him since his father was a Gentile.
Timothy knew the ways of God. He had been engaged as a child to embrace and learn what God’s word was all about. 

However, it wasn’t until the Apostle Paul came around that Timothy became truly equipped to go and become the
missionary as believers today know him. He loved Timothy, mentored him, trained him and gave him real life experiences
in missions and church planting. Not only did Timothy serve with Paul “in preaching the Good News” (Phil. 2:22, NLT), the
apostle also mobilized Timothy to go! 

As much as Paul loved Timothy and did not want to leave him or send him out on missions, they both knew advancing the
gospel was too important. As Timothy went out on his own and became a great missionary who strengthened churches
and their leaders, he learned that his young age and any other obstacles could be overcome by the Holy Spirit and
spiritual maturity. 

For his part, Paul reminded Timothy that God had not given believers “a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and
self-discipline.” (2 Tim. 1:7) He urged this “dear son” to “never be ashamed to tell others about our Lord.” (1:2, 8) Paul
wrote to encourage Timothy to keep going, especially when others doubted him. He cheered on this young friend by
saying, “Don’t let anyone think less of you because you are young. Be an example to all believers in what you say, in the
way you live, in your love, your faith, and your purity.” (1 Tim. 4:12, NLT)  

Having a solid knowledge of the Bible has more importance than titles, age, fame or degrees. When your first priority is
Jesus Christ, true wisdom follows. -MH

Personal Reflection: 
How would I describe my faith and knowledge of the Scripture? When do I give way to fear and doubt? How can I live a life

in power, love and sound judgment? What young believer has God placed in my life to encourage and guide as Paul
mentored Timothy? What person do I need to help “mobilize” for the advancement of the gospel?

 

T I M O T H Y
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E P A P H R O D I T U S

Read: Philippians 2:25-30, 4:18

In July 2014, Kent Brantly contracted the deadly Ebola virus while doing medical aid work in Liberia. Even before the
diagnosis, this young doctor told his family that he wanted God to be glorified—whether he lived or died. He almost died—
but survived by God’s grace. Later he and his family returned to West Africa to serve people in need. Brantly lives out his
faith with humility, courage and self-sacrifice. He risks his life for the cause of Christ, putting the needs and interests of
others above his own. 

Epaphroditus also risked his life for the cause of Christ. The church at Philippi had chosen this trusted believer to deliver
their financial gift to the jailed apostle Paul. (Roman prisoners depended on friends and family to provide for their needs
such as food.) Epaphroditus agreed to make the long, difficult journey to Rome with these funds. Evidently, he had
become sick along the way but pushed on to fulfill his commitment to the church and Paul—putting his life at greater risk.
Only God’s merciful intervention restored him to health.

Paul sent Epaphroditus back to Philippi with his “thank you note”—the Book of Philippians. He commended this believer,
calling him his brother, fellow-worker and fellow-soldier. He affirmed Epaphroditus as the Philippians’ messenger who
had provided a “priestly service” on their behalf as he ministered to Paul’s needs. The apostle was “well supplied, having
received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God.” (Phil. 4:18,
ESV) 

Epaphroditus was distressed because the Philippian believers had heard about his illness but not his recovery. Paul
encouraged the church at Philippi to welcome Epaphroditus in the Lord with great joy and honor him and others like him.
Their messenger had almost died, risking his life to do for Paul what the Philippians could not do because miles
separated them. Epaphroditus lived out his faith with humility, courage and self-sacrifice. He endangered his life for the
Lord’s work, putting the needs and interests of others above his own. 

Jesus humbled Himself by becoming obedient to death on the cross, sacrificing His life for us. Tomorrow, we celebrate
our Savior’s resurrection and victory over sin and death. Epaphroditus and Kent Brantly’s examples encourage us to
imitate our Lord, living out our faith with humility, courage and self-sacrifice as we shine His light. -SG

Personal Reflection: 

What sacrifices am I willing to make because of my commitment to Christ?
How do I put the needs and interests of others above my own? 
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What skills and interests do you have? Where can you use these to serve in your church as well as in

your community?

God is looking for your readiness and availability more than your abilities. How would you describe

your own readiness and availability to serve Him? What changes do you need to make, if any?
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In what ways have you taken risks for the cause of Christ? What happened? How did your faith grow

in these experiences?

E N T E R I N G  A  N E W  W E E K  I N  P R A Y E R . . .
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We pray the lives of these 40 believers from biblical history have challenged and encouraged you in your own
faith journey. They were not perfect. They made mistakes. They had doubts. Yet, they all continued their journeys
of faith, trusting the Lord and shining their light so that others might glorify God.

We now ask you to spend the next couple of weeks reading through the Key Convictions of our church and
prayerfully considering the questions after each one. How will you commit to Jesus this year? Where do you want
to grow? How will you serve the body of Christ and your community? As you reflect upon these questions, we hope
that you will personally re-commit to following Christ in very practical and meaningful ways.

We also understand that following Christ is not just a personal journey, it’s a communal one. Our prayer is not
just for God’s power to be at work in our lives, but in our church. As the Lenten season draws to a close, we
further our focus, not just on our commitments as individuals but our commitments as a church. You’ll be
hearing more about where God is leading our church and how your personal commitment can be a part of God’s
power being unleashed in our lives.

As that day approaches, let us continue to live out our faith in the Lord Jesus with commitment, courage and
perseverance, allowing His light to shine through us.

S H I N I N G  
H I S  L I G H T  

W I T H  C O U R A G E
 

Jerimiah Smith
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K E Y  C O N V I C T I O N S

GOSPEL CENTERED
The central characteristic of UBC is an unwavering commitment to the gospel. The
gospel is consistently proclaimed in the weekly services and in the lives of the members.
It is a clear expectation that everyone associated with UBC has an opportunity to hear the
gospel and be encouraged to share the gospel. 1 CORINTHIANS 15:1-11

Is everything in my life centered on the Gospel?

What areas in my life to I need to re-evaluate to make them more Gospel-centered?

BIBLICALLY GUIDED
We consult the Scriptures and submit to them in all things that we do. We pursue
doctrinal integrity to the best of our ability by seeing the Word of God as authoritative
and living and active. 2 TIMOTHY 3:14-17

Am I spending time reading and meditating on God's word consistently?

Am I demonstrating an obedience to God's word with my thoughts and actions?

PRAYER DRIVEN
UBC strives to be a praying church in all aspects of service. We seek to acknowledge that
God leads us in all things. Consequently, prayer is essential to who we are and is a core
part of our identity. EPHESIANS 6:18-20

What areas in my life am I praying to see God's power unleashed?

These are the key convictions of our church, the tenets that guide us and lead us in everything we do as we
seek to glorify God and be His disciples. We ask that you read these convictions and the reflection questions
that follow, and use them as a guide for your own personal growth and commitment for the year.
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DISCIPLESHIP FOCUSED
Ministry efforts at UBC are anchored in the core principles of discipleship. As seen in
the Great Commission, we are committed to go make disciples. We seek to take Gospel to
the lost and not wait for the lost to come find us. We pray earnestly for a movement of
God that leads to salvation and baptisms among the lost. We also commit to teaching our
church family to obey all that He has commanded. In short, this means we are a church
that makes disciples who make disciples. MATTHEW 28:18-20; PSALM 67; ACTS 2:41, 47

Am I committed to regularly participating in our three areas of discipleship at UBC — Worship,
Sunday Enriched Group and a Discipleship Group?

Am I committed to impacting lostness and nominality by investing in the lives of others? If so,
who are those people?

EMPHASIS ON FASTING
Fasting complements and accentuates prayer. It is a physical and holistic response to
help facilitate our prayers. Fasting and prayer spotlights God’s freedom that sets
prisoners free, provides justice and community. ISAIAH 58

Have I committed to set aside one day each month to fast? If not, why?

What steps can I take to move forward in greater commitment and/or understanding of fasting
and prayer?

SPIRITUAL WORSHIP
The key theological message of worship is one that adheres to the truths found in
Romans 12. Specifically, worship is much more than a weekly expression of a genre of
music but a way of life. It is found in a renewed mind and offering ourselves as living
sacrifices. UBC seeks to stress this truth in every capacity. ROMANS 12:1-2

Do I live my life as an act of worship?

Read Romans 12 and reflect on what it means to live a life of spiritual worship.

K E Y  C O N V I C T I O N S
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HOLISTIC GIVING
We seek to be a church that gives sacrificially, generously and cheerfully. Rather than
emphasizing a financial formula we cultivate an atmosphere where everyone is
encouraged to surrender not only their finances to God but all other areas of life as well.
As Paul encourages the church in Corinth, we seek to excel in faith, speech, knowledge
and earnestness in love, as well as the grace of giving. 2 CORINTHIANS 8:7, 9:7

Am I living a life of radical generosity that is rooted in radical love?

How will I give cheerfully, sacrificially and generously of my time, skills and finances this
year?

FAMILIES VALUED
Families are a priority for UBC. We are a church for every stage of life and a church that
emphasizes the importance of family. DEUTERONOMY 6:1-9

In what ways can I go deeper with my family and spend more intentional time with them this
year?

Is God opening my heart to consider fostering, adopting or supporting someone who is?

A LOVING COMMUNITY
UBC is a place for all people. We seek to love everyone who comes through those doors
no matter their gender, race, age, ethnicity, socio-economic status or any other
delineation by which an individual can be defined. UBC will be a place where all people
can come and be well loved. 1 JOHN 4:7-12

Am I committed to a radical and unyielding love for my neighbor, both within and beyond the
walls of UBC?

Do I serve my church and community? If not, why?

K E Y  C O N V I C T I O N S

6 1



We want to see the power of God unleashed in our lives, our church, our community and our world —  

where will you begin? In what ways will you commit your life to Christ and our church in 2023? After

reading the Key Convictions and thinking through the questions on the previous pages, please use the

space below to write out some ways you would like to grow this year.

H O W  W I L L  Y O U  R E S P O N D ?

N E X T
S T E P S

6 2

Please complete your Personal Commitment Questionnaire at ubcfortworth.org. We would love to

help you grow and use your gifts!
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Y O U

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  E V E R Y O N E  W H O  H E L P E D  M A K E  T H I S  Y E A R ' S  
L E N T  D E V O T I O N A L  B O O K  P O S S I B L E !

E D I T O R
Sharon Gritz

G R A P H I C  D E S I G N E R S
Lauren Houston & Kim Leman

W R I T E R S
A L
A P
B J e
B J o
J P
J S
K H
K L
K R
L W
M H
M R
N B
N C

April Lintz

Austin Perry

Bethany Jenkins

Brad Jones

Jennea Pilcher

Jason Simon

Kareyn Hellmann

Kevin Lintz

Kathy Raines

Lydia Whitley

Martha Harvey

Macie Raines

Norman Butler

Nancy Cotton

P C S
P G
P H
P S
R P
R R
R S
S B
S G
S J
T W
W E
W M
Y I

P. C. Santhosh

Paul Gritz

Parker Harding

Priscilla Santhosh

Risa Payne

Ryan Raines

Rebecca Sun

Shari Barnes

Sharon Gritz

Sarah Jones

Taylor Whitley

Warren Ethridge

William McDonald

Youanna Ibrahim
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O T H E R S ,  T H A T  T H E Y  M A Y  S E E  Y O U R  G O O D  D E E D S

A N D  G L O R I F Y  Y O U R  F A T H E R  I N  H E A V E N .
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