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Peter: A Next-Level Believer
(He Was the First to Act) Part 2
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Sunday, September 13, 2026
Text: Matthew 14:29 (NIV)

29 “Come,” he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus.
 
Big Thought: Your next level doesn’t begin when you believe something is possible. It begins when your belief changes your behavior.




Text Explained: Matthew 14:22-31

· Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 23 After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. Later that night, he was there alone, 24 and the boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it. 
· 25 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26 When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear. 27 But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 
· 28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” 29 “Come,” he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?”  (Matthew 14:22–31, NIV)


I. Four Observations About Peter’s Actions
1. He took the initiative 
2. He dreamed up the idea
3. He was unfazed by the uniqueness of his request
4. He never recruited anyone to go with him
Question: Who do you know that has walked on the water?
Side Question: Have you ever stepped out on the water and realized nobody is coming with you?
II.Four Questions You Should Ask Yourself
1. What have you tried that nobody around you has tried?
2. What have you talked yourself out of that you wish you had done?
3. What courageous decisions have you made that can inspire others?
4. What makes this a smart move for Peter?

III. Three Smart Reasons His Walks Was Ok
A. He is working with Jesus 
B. He is following Jesus' example
C. He asks for permission and waits for Jesus to approve
Question: 
Name your walk on the water decisions: 
A. Moving to Savannah
B. Marrying Diane after dating long distance
C. Investing in TV, radio, and online outreaches
D. Building this church 
E. Etc.
Balance: Every day is not a walk-on-water day, most days are walk-on-land days. The key is to be ready when your walk-on-water moment comes.
Closing
How Do You Know You’re Asking for the Right Thing and Acting the Way God Wants?
1. When What You Are Asking for Is Consistent with God’s Word
God will not lead you to pursue something that contradicts what He has already revealed.
Psalm 119:105 (NIV)
“Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.”
Question: Does what I am asking for agree with what God has already said and with His plans for my future?
2. When What You Are Asking for Is Tied to a Wrong Motive
James 4:3 (NIV)
“When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.”
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PETER:
» A NEXT-LEVEL BELIEVER

SERIES BIG IDEA

Peter was not perfect. He simply possessed qualities that God could shape

into extraordinary usefulness. What made Peter different was not that he never failed,
but that he was willng to ask, act, fail, and keep growing while others remained in the boat.

KEY TEXT — MATTHEW 14:28-29 (NIV)
28 “Lord, if it's you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.”

29 “Come,” he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus.
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