
 

 

Trapped In the Wilderness  

(How to Manage a Long-term Bondage?) 
January 22, 2023 

 

1. Trapped In the Wrong Place (Have you ever stayed some place too long?) 

2. Trapped In Fear (Have you ever allowed your fears to block your potential?) 

3. Trapped In a Relationship (Are you suffering because your friends made bad decisions?) 

4. Trapped In the Wilderness (How do you manage a long-term bondage; a 40-year issue) 

 

Text: Numbers 14:31-35, NIV 

• 31 As for your children that you said would be taken as plunder, I will bring them in to 

enjoy the land you have rejected. 32 But as for you, your bodies will fall in this wilderness.  

• 33 Your children will be shepherds here for forty years, suffering for your unfaithfulness, 

until the last of your bodies lies in the wilderness. 34 For forty years—one year for each 

of the forty days you explored the land—you will suffer for your sins and know what it 

is like to have me against you.  ’ 

• 35 I, the Lord, have spoken, and I will surely do these things to this whole wicked 

community, which has banded together against me. They will meet their end in this 

wilderness; here they will die.”  

 

Statement One:  

• The nation of Israel was trapped in a holding pattern for 40 years. How do you advance, and 

what can you do if you are in a long season of failure that you did not create? 

 

Statement Two:   

• During this time in history the average life span was approximately half what it is today. It was 

considered unique for a person to reach 40-60 years old.  

 

Note: Lifespan and Life Expectancy Explained:  

• https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2625386/ 

• https://europepmc.org/backend/ptpmcrender.fcgi?accid=PMC1294277&blobtype=pdf 

• https://learn.age-up.com/blog/a-brief-history-of-human-longevity/ 

 

Question: 

• How would you treat the people that caused you to wonder forty years in the wilderness? 

• How could you be productive while wandering for 40 years in the wilderness? 

 

How Joshua and Caleb Stayed Productive in The Wilderness 

 
1. They did not dwell on what went wrong (They stepped over it cp. Romans 8:1) 

2. They did what they could do (They embraced the new 40-year challenge and circumstance) 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2625386/
https://europepmc.org/backend/ptpmcrender.fcgi?accid=PMC1294277&blobtype=pdf
https://learn.age-up.com/blog/a-brief-history-of-human-longevity/


 

 

3. They accepted that their opportunity to enter the Promised Land was over for now (Numbers 14:39-

44) 

4. They worked to train the people in God’s law (Exodus 20, Ten Commandments) 

5. They worked to implement reminder celebrations1 (Passover, Pentecost, etc.)  

6. They worked to stay positive and committed to the Promised Land 

7. They worked to remain faithful examples of Godly living  

 

Next Time: I will have some young people with a special message you don’t want to miss.  

5th Sunday: January 29, 2022 “Youth Sunday” 

 

 
1 https://www.christianity.com/jesus/early-church-history/pentecost/where-did-pentecost-come-from.html 

https://www.christianity.com/jesus/early-church-history/pentecost/where-did-pentecost-come-from.html

