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STOP LYING TO YOURSELF (Part 3)
(When You Need Somebody, You Did not Respect)

Sunday, October 18, 2026
Text: Acts 9:10–19
Big Question: Can you receive truth from someone you previously dismissed? 
Note: Your next level may require you to learn from people you once thought had nothing to teach you.
I. God Chose Someone Paul Would Not Have Chosen 
(Acts 9:10–12, NIV)
“In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, ‘Ananias! ’Yes, Lord,’ he answered. The Lord told him, ‘Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight.’”
Note: Sometimes God puts what you need in the hands of someone you would never have chosen.
II. Ananias Would Have Never Chosen to Help Paul
Acts 9:13–14 (NIV)
“‘Lord,’ Ananias answered, ‘I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem. And he has come here with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.’”
A. Ananias had heard about Paul
B. Ananias had heard about Paul’s authority      

III. God Saw Something in Paul That Ananias Could Not See Yet
(Acts 9:15–16, NIV)
“But the Lord said to Ananias, ‘Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. I will show him how much he must suffer for my name.’”
A. God saw Paul as a man chosen to preach 
B. God saw Paul as a man that would suffer for the cause
Note: Never confuse what someone has been with everything they can become.
IV. Paul Had to Receive from Someone He Once Rejected
Acts 9:17–19 (NIV) “Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here, has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.’ Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his strength.”
Closing Four Questions:
1. Who have I dismissed too quickly?
2. Am I allowing somebody’s past to become my permanent definition of them?
3. Can I recognize that God may know something about a person that I do not know yet?
4. Can I receive what I need from someone I once believed had nothing to offer me?
Next Time: We see what his life becomes because he was willing to change his mind.
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