
[image: Image]Stop Lying to Yourself
(When Being Certain Doesn't Mean You're Right)
[image: ]Date: October 4, 2026

Text: Acts 8:1-3
Saul wasn't confused. He was convinced. He approved Stephen's death and actively persecuted Christians because he believed they were wrong.
Big Question: What are you absolutely certain about that you may need to reconsider?
Key Thought: Sincerity doesn't guarantee accuracy                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Note: Paul Said in Essence: “I Know I’m Right”
Introduction: When Being Certain Does Not Mean You are Right
Series Big Idea:
You cannot go to the next level while believing a lie that keeps you stuck at your present level. Sometimes the lie isn’t something somebody told you. It’s something you told yourself so many times that you became convinced it was true.
The Lie: “I know I’m right.”
The Truth: Being convinced doesn’t make you correct.
Next-Level Response: RECONSIDER

I. You Can Be Sincerely Wrong (Acts 8:1–3, NIV)
“And Saul approved of their killing him. On that day a great persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply for him. But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off both men and women and put them in prison.”
Note: Saul was not confused. He was convinced. He genuinely believed he was defending God while fighting against what God was doing.
Note: Sincerity does not guarantee accuracy. You can have sincerely wrong thinking 

II. Your Background Can Reinforce What You Believe (Philippians 3:4–6, NIV)
“If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for righteousness based on the law, faultless.”
Note: Paul had, Heritage, Education, Religion, Discipline, and Zeal. Everything in his background reinforced his certainty. 

III. What You Believe Eventually Affects What You Do (Acts 9:1–2, NIV)
“Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem.”
A. Paul’s belief became behavior.
B. His conviction wasn’t merely affecting him. It was hurting other people.
Note: Wrong conclusions become dangerous when we have enough confidence and power to act on them.

IV. Growth Requires the Willingness to Reconsider (Acts 9:3–6, NIV)
“As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? ’Who are you, Lord?’ Saul asked. ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ he replied. ‘Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.’”
Note: He reconsidered as he fell to the ground 

Closing: Four Questions
1. Where could I be sincerely wrong?
2. What beliefs have I inherited without examining them?
3. Who could be affected if my conclusion is wrong?
4. Am I willing to reconsider when God confronts what I believe?
Closing Thought: You cannot grow beyond a truth you refuse to reconsider.
Next Sunday: When God Interrupts What You Believe (Acts 9:1–19)
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Judges 6:11-16

“If I stay hidden, I'll be safe.”

Hiding may protect you
temporarily, but it can also
imprison you permanently.
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Genesis 37:4-11
“If I explain it one more time,
1 can change their minds.”
You cannot reason everybody
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