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Be Honest With God About Your Ambition
(The Downside of Solomon’s Ambition)
Date: March 15, 2026
Series Summary: 
1. Honestly Facing Your Slow Slide to Compromise (Are you compromising?)
2. Honestly Facing What You Have Buried (Achan was not honest about what he buried)
3. Honestly Facing the Consequence of Your Ambition (Solomon was not honest) 
4. Being Honest About Your Disappointment (Judas was not honest about his expectations)
5. Stand Alone Sermon – Palm Sunday: The Consequences of Our Sin– Romans 5: 1-2; 9-11 
6. Stand Alone Sermon – Easter Sunday: The Consequences of A Bad Choice - Romans 5:12
Statement: Solomon is one of the most gifted leaders in Scripture. He is wise. He is wealthy. He is strategic. He is visionary. If ambition had a biblical spokesperson — it would be Solomon. But Solomon teaches us something powerful: Ambition can be holy. Ambition can also become heavy. This message is not about killing ambition. It is about being honest with God about it.
I. The Positive Side of Ambition
Statement: Before we critique Solomon, we must honor him.In the Book of Proverbs, Solomon celebrates diligence, excellence, and disciplined work.
	A. Proverbs 10:4 (NIV)
			“Lazy hands make for poverty, but diligent hands bring wealth.”

	B. Proverbs 22:29 (NIV)
			“Do you see someone skilled in their work? They will serve before kings.”

Solomon believed:
Skill matters.
Preparation matters.
Vision matters.
Excellence honors God.
Statement: When God appeared to him in 1 Kings 3, Solomon asked for wisdom — not wealth. And God responded:
A. I will give you more than you asked for (1 Kings 3:12–13)
“I will give you a wise and discerning heart… Moreover, I will give you what you have not asked for—both wealth and honor.” (NIV)

II. The Success of His Ambition
	A. Solomon accomplished what his father David could not. (1 Kings 9:1)
			“When Solomon had finished building the temple of the Lord and the royal 				palace, and had achieved all he had desired to do…”

Note: He built:
The Temple of the Lord
His royal palace
Fortified cities
A global trade network
A reputation that drew the Queen of Sheba
His ambition was productive
His ambition was visionary
His ambition changed a nation
There is nothing sinful about building
Note: The question is not: Is ambition wrong? The question is: What is it costing you?


III. The Weight of His Ambition
	A. Success feels different at the top than it does at the bottom.
	B. After Solomon died, the people spoke to his son: (1 Kings 12:4)
			“Your father put a heavy yoke on us, but now lighten the harsh labor and the 				heavy yoke he put on us, and we will serve you.” (NIV)

Note: Solomon’s ambition built greatness —but it also built pressure. His dream required:
Forced labor
Heavy taxation
Relentless productivity
From his perspective — it was progress.
From their perspective — it was a burden.
Remember ambition can inspire.
Remember ambition can also exhaust.

IV. Solomon’s Hindsight About His Past Ambition (at 60 years old, Ecclesiastes 2:11))
A. Years later, Solomon writes the Book of Ecclesiastes. Now we hear a different tone.    
		“Yet when I surveyed all that my hands had done and what I had toiled to achieve, 			everything was meaningless, a chasing after the wind.”

	B. That is not a lazy man talking.
	C. That is a successful man reflecting.
	D. He had proven life lessons.
Note: He tried-Achievement, Pleasure, Wealth, Expansion, and Influence.


Note: And then he concludes: (Ecclesiastes 12:13)
“Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the duty of all mankind.”

V. Three Honest Questions About Ambition
Solomon forces us to ask:
When is enough — enough?
Who is carrying the weight of my success?
If I achieve everything I desire — will my soul be satisfied?
Solomon had: But in hindsight he teaches: Success without surrender is wind.
Wisdom, Wealth, Women, Influence, Structures, and Legacy
VI. The Balance
Solomon does not tell us to stop building.
He tells us to fear God while building.
Note: Ambition should be: Spirit-directed, People-conscious, Eternity-focused
Proverbs gives us drive.
Ecclesiastes gives us perspective.

Closing: Together they teach:
Dream big.
Work hard.
Build well.
But never let your ambition outrun your devotion.


Next Time: 4. Being Honest About Your Disappointment

[image: Image]
image1.png
s ~ SERMON NOTES





image2.png
9700 Middleground Rd.

©2026 DRT Productions All Rights Reserved - overcomingbyfaith.org Q Savannah GA a1406




