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Date: July 5, 2026
Text: Matthew 25:1-13

Big Thought: Matthew 25 contains three parables. The Greek word for parable is parabolē, meaning “to place alongside for comparison.” Jesus uses these stories to place spiritual truth alongside everyday life so that people can evaluate themselves and make a choice. The Parable of the Ten Virgins (Matthew 25:1–13) challenges us to choose between being wise or foolish in our preparation. The Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14–30) challenges us to choose between faithfulness and fear in the stewardship of what God has entrusted to us. The Parable of the Sheep and the Goats (Matthew 25:31–46) challenges us to decide how we want to be defined in God’s eyes. Together, these three parables teach that our preparation, our stewardship, and our treatment of others reveal the level at which we choose to live.
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I. The Virgins Level

Visual: https://chatgpt.com/s/m_6a397b85b71481919a16505960cfe11d
Matthew 25:1-13
· 1 At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 3 The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. 4 The wise ones, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. 
· 5 The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep.6 “At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’7 “Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out 
· 9 “ ‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’10 “But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut.
· 11 “Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for us!’12 “But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’13 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour. (NIV)

Big Lesson: Everyone can’t protect themselves and help you.
Note - Two Words to consider: Foolish (moros) and wise (phronimoi)
Mōros means:
Foolish
Dull
Thoughtless
Lacking judgment
Unwise
Senseless
The emphasis is not on intelligence but on poor judgment.
A mōros person may know facts but fails to act wisely upon them.

Note the English word: Moron which comes from the Greek word mōros.
Note: Jesus is not saying the five virgins were unintelligent. He is saying they failed to think ahead.

How the Words Are Used In the N.T:
Matthew 7:26
“Everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish (mōros) man who built his house on sand.”

Matthew 23:17
Jesus says: “You blind fools!” (mōroi)]

	Foolish
	Wise

	Mōros
	Phronimos

	Reacts
	Prepares

	Sees today
	Sees tomorrow

	Lives for the moment
	Plans for the future

	Has information
	Applies information




Closing: 
I pray that I would rise to the level of the five wise virgins
I pray that I would avoid the stubbornness of the five foolish virgins. 
Next Time: The story about the good steward. He gave three men a once in a life-time opportunity to climb to a new level. 

Read Ahead: Matthew 14:14-30
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