
 

 

Trapped By Injustice 
(Facing Our True Condition) 

February 5, 2023 
Question for the Year: Why People Don’t do What They Say they are Going to Do?  
 
Series Summary:  
1. They have not faced their true condition (Facing Our True Condition) 
2. They have not met the right people (People Who Reveal Your True Condition) 
3. They have not traveled to see their condition (Traveling the Distance to See) 
4. They have not embraced their inherited condition (Facing Our Inherited Condition) 
 

Facing Our True Condition 
 
America is an old house. We can never declare the work over. Wind, flood, drought, and human 
upheavals batter a structure that is already fighting whatever flaws were left unattended in the 
original foundation. When you live in an old house, you may not want to go into the basement 
after a storm to see what the rains have wrought. Choose not to look, however, at your own 
peril. The owner of an old house knows that whatever you are ignoring will never go away. 
Whatever is lurking will fester whether you choose to look or not. Ignorance is no protection 
from the consequences of inaction. Whatever you are wishing away will gnaw at you until you 
gather the courage to face what you would rather not see.1 (Isabel Wilkerson) 
 
Caste Defined 

 
• A caste system is an artificial construction, a fixed and embedded ranking of human value 

that sets the presumed supremacy of one group against the presumed inferiority of other 
groups on the basis of ancestry and often immutable traits,   

 
• A caste system uses rigid, often arbitrary boundaries to keep the ranked groupings apart, 

distinct from one another and in their assigned places. (pg. 17) 
 

I. Five Insights We Should Consider  
From the Book Caste 

 
1. Flaws should never be left unattended (Deferred Maintenance) 
2. Choosing to not look and ignore is unwise  
3. Ignorance of the damage is no protection 
4. Wishing the tough history away does not remove it (Tough History/Bright Future) 
5. We must gather the courage to face what we hate seeing 
 

 
1 Caste: The Origin of Our Discontent by Isabel Wilkerson 
 



 

 

 
Text for the Month: James 2:1 
• My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not show favoritism 

(or partiality). 
 

II. Peter’s Caste and Favoritism Based Thinking 
(Acts 10:1-48) 

 
Introduction:  
• Let me summarize the story of Peter and Cornelius and how Peter embraced a favoritism and 

caste like approach to people. This approach would hinder God’s approach to reach the world. 
 
Scripture: Acts 10:9-15 (NIV) 

• 9 About noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter 
went up on the roof to pray. 10 He became hungry and wanted something to eat, and while the 
meal was being prepared, he fell into a trance.  
 

• 11 He saw heaven opened and something like a large sheet being let down to earth by its four 
corners. 12 It contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles and birds. 13 Then 
a voice told him, “Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.” 
 

• 14 “Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied. “I have never eaten anything impure or unclean.” 15 The 
voice spoke to him a second time, “Do not call anything impure that God has made clean. 

III. Four Steps to Getting Beyond Caste and Favoritism 
 Based Thinking 

 
1. Face Your True Condition (Peter had to be shown his condition in a dream) 
Question: What tool will God need to use to show you your true condition (Movie, sermon, etc.) 
 
2. Meet People who Reveal Your True Condition (God sent Peter to meet Cornelius)  
 
3. Travel the Distance to See Your True Condition (Peter had to travel to Cornelius) 
Question: How far will you travel and how much time will you invest  
 
4.  Embrace the Evidence About Your Inherited Condition (Our old home leaks)   
 
Next Time: Meeting the Right People Who Reveal Your True Condition 
 
Testimony: I met some people that changed my mind and my views, they showed me my leaks.  
         Peter led me to review my Caste based ideas.  
 



 

 

Read Ahead: Acts 10: 1-48 


