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Big Thought:
Jacob eventually had to face all of his choices at one time. He confronted God when he wrestled with the man/angel, and he confronted Esau, the brother he had wronged. What is interesting is that everything Jacob had done throughout his life accumulated into one big payday. On his way to meet his brother, Jacob showcased what he had accumulated during his life.
Big Question: What have you accumulated?
1. Jacob Had Accumulated Experience
Jacob had spent twenty difficult years working for Laban. Those years taught him how to endure pressure, disappointment, changing circumstances, and difficult people.
Text: Genesis 31:38–41 (NIV)
“I have been with you for twenty years now. Your sheep and goats have not miscarried, nor have I eaten rams from your flocks. I did not bring you animals torn by wild beasts; I bore the loss myself. And you demanded payment from me for whatever was stolen by day or night. This was my situation: The heat consumed me in the daytime and the cold at night, and sleep fled from my eyes. It was like this for the twenty years I was in your household. I worked for you fourteen years for your two daughters and six years for your flocks, and you changed my wages ten times.”
What Jacob Had Endured
· Twenty years under Laban
· Personal responsibility for losses
· Financial pressure
· Heat during the day
· Cold during the night
· Sleepless nights
· Fourteen years of labor for his wives
· Six additional years for his flocks
· His wages being changed ten times
Note: What Jacob survived under Laban prepared him for what he would face with Esau.

II. Jacob Had Accumulated Support
Note: Jacob was no longer the young man who left home alone. He now had people who could help him execute a strategy.
Genesis 32:16–18 (NIV)
“He put them in the care of his servants, each herd by itself, and said to his servants, ‘Go ahead of me, and keep some space between the herds.’ He instructed the one in the lead: ‘When my brother Esau meets you and asks, “Who do you belong to, and where are you going, and who owns all these animals in front of you?” then you are to say, “They belong to your servant Jacob. They are a gift sent to my lord Esau, and he is coming behind us.”’”
Note: Jacob had accumulated people he could trust with instructions.
Thought:Your next level may require more than what you know. It may require people who can help you carry out what you know.
III. Jacob Had Accumulated Wealth
Note: Jacob left home with very little and returned with substantial resources.
Genesis 32:10 (NIV)
“I am unworthy of all the kindness and faithfulness you have shown your servant. I had only my staff when I crossed this Jordan, but now I have become two camps.”
Note: His wealth gave him options that the younger Jacob did not have. He could send Esau:
· Goats
· Sheep
· Camels
· Cattle
· Donkeys
Genesis 32:20 (NIV)
“And be sure to say, ‘Your servant Jacob is coming behind us.’ For he thought, ‘I will pacify him with these gifts I am sending on ahead; later, when I see him, perhaps he will receive me.’”
Thought:What you accumulate wisely in one season can become a resource for solving problems in another season.


IV. Jacob Had Accumulated Favor With God
Note: Jacob was not approaching Esau simply as the manipulative young man who had left home. God had been working on him and challenged him to return home.
Genesis 31:3 (NIV)
“Then the Lord said to Jacob, ‘Go back to the land of your fathers and to your relatives, and I will be with you.’” 
NOTE: WHEN HE RETURNED, HE HAD TO WRESTLE WITH GOD.
V. Jacob Had Accumulated a Day of Wrestling 
Because of His Choices
Genesis 32:26–28 (NIV)
“Then the man said, ‘Let me go, for it is daybreak.’ But Jacob replied, ‘I will not let you go unless you bless me.’ The man asked him, ‘What is your name?’ ‘Jacob,’ he answered. Then the man said, ‘Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled with God and with humans and have overcome.’”
NOTE:  His name changed from Jacob—meaning heel-grabber or supplanter—to Israel—one who struggled with God and overcame.
Genesis 32:31 (NIV)
“The sun rose above him as he passed Peniel, and he was limping because of his hip.”
· Jacob walked into his new season with a new name and a limp. His new name reminded him of who he was becoming; his limp reminded him of his dependence on God. God changed his identity without erasing the evidence of his struggle.
Key Thought:God would not allow Jacob to start his new season with an old identity.

VI. Jacob Accumulated a Redemption Testimony
Note: Jacob expected retaliation. Instead, he received                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    reconciliation.
Genesis 33:4 (NIV)
“But Esau ran to meet Jacob and embraced him; he threw his arms around his neck and kissed him. And they wept.”
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