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Date:August 16, 2026
Yearly Theme: How to Build a Future That Will Last
Series: Face Your Level 3 (Volume 2)
Text: Genesis 25:19–34; 26:1–25

Genesis 26:1-7:

· Now there was a famine in the land—besides the previous famine in Abraham’s time—and Isaac went to Abimelek king of the Philistines in Gerar. 2 The Lord appeared to Isaac and said, “Do not go down to Egypt; live in the land where I tell you to live. Stay in this land for a while, 3  and I will be with you and will bless you. For to you and your descendants I will give all these lands and will confirm the oath I swore to your father Abraham.
· God Promised Abraham he would be fruitful 4 I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and will give them all these lands, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed,  5 because Abraham obeyed me and did everything I required of him, keeping my commands, my decrees and my instructions.”6 So Isaac stayed in Gerar.
· He Desperately Lies Under Pressure: 7 When the men of that place asked him about his wife, he said, “She is my sister,” because he was afraid to say, “She is my wife.” He thought, “The men of this place might kill me on account of Rebekah, because she is beautiful.”  (Genesis 26:1–7, NIV)

Note: Isaac finally had the family, the promise, and the future—but then the famine came.

This teaches us an important lesson:
· He learned that arriving at a new level does not exempt you from new pressure.

I.The Lessons We Learn From Isaac 

1. Filter Your Instincts Through God’s Instructions
· Isaac’s natural reaction was to move toward Egypt, but God said:
· “Do not go down to Egypt; live in the land where I tell you to live.”(Genesis 26:2)
· Egypt looked like the practical solution, but it was not God’s direction.

Key Statement: Every available option is not an authorized option. Isaac had to separate:
· Facts from fear.
· Opportunity from instruction.
· What appeared reasonable from what God had revealed.

2. Focus on What God Told You to Do
· “Stay in this land for a while, and I will be with you and will bless you.”(Genesis 26:3)
· God did not promise Isaac an easy land. He promised Isaac His presence in the land.
· The level was not determined by the absence of famine. It (his level) was determined by Isaac’s ability to obey God during the famine.

Key Statement: Your environment does not have to be ideal for your obedience to become fruitful.

3. Fight the Pressure to Run
“So Isaac stayed in Gerar.” —Genesis 26:6

Note: That short statement represents a major act of faith.

Isaac stayed.
· He stayed when leaving appeared easier.
· He stayed when the environment was uncertain.
· He stayed when the future was uncomfortable.
· He stayed because God told him to stay.

Key Statement: Sometimes faith means moving forward. At other times, faith means refusing to move until God releases you.
 
4. Find What Can Still Grow Where You Are

Note: Later, Isaac planted crops in that same land:
“Isaac planted crops in that land and the same year reaped a hundredfold, because the Lord blessed him.” —Genesis 26:12

· Isaac sowed during a famine.
· He did not deny the famine; he refused to allow the famine to make every decision for him.

Key Statement: Faith does not ignore the conditions. Faith obeys God in spite of the conditions.

Stop asking only, “What is going wrong?” Also ask, “What can I still plant here?”

5. Flight Back When People Fight Over Your Wells
·      The Philistines stopped up Abraham’s wells. Isaac reopened them, but opposition continued.

13 The man became rich, and his wealth continued to grow until he became very wealthy. 14 He had so many flocks and herds and servants that the Philistines envied him. 15 So all the wells that his father’s servants had dug in the time of his father Abraham, the Philistines stopped up, filling them with earth.  (Genesis 26:13–15, NIV)


Note he named the disputed wells:
· Esek — contention.
· Sitnah — hostility.
· Rehoboth — room or a broad place.   

Insert: He had to live with what he did not create

Note: Isaac kept moving until he reached a place where conflict no longer controlled his progress.

“Now the Lord has given us room and we will flourish in the land.” —Genesis 26:22

Key Statement: Do not spend your entire life fighting over one well when God can lead you to another one.

Inert Book Recommendation: Blue Ocean Strategy: by 

· Flexibility is not weakness. Sometimes flexibility is the wisdom to recognize that your future is larger than your present argument or circumstance 

Next Time: What Does Your Next Level Require
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