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Date: August 2, 2026
Yearly Theme: How to Build a Future That Will Last
Series: Face Your Level (Volume 2)
Series Text: Genesis 25:19–34; 26:1–25 (Read on Your Own)

Opening Statement:
Sometimes God must confront the fantasy tendencies in our thinking. We imagine that the next level will be easier, faster, and less complicated than our present level. But Paul teaches us to cast down imaginations and bring every thought into obedience to Christ (2 Corinthians 10:5).

In The Sixth Sense, Bruce Willis plays a psychologist who spends most of the movie unable to recognize the truth about his own condition. Throughout the film, he is trying to help someone else while remaining unaware of what has happened to him. The famous line, “I see dead people,” highlights the profound challenge of perception. Sometimes the greatest obstacle in life is not what we can see in others, but what we fail to see in ourselves. If we cannot accurately see our own condition or recognize our true level, it becomes difficult to make the changes necessary for growth. That is a picture of many people: they can see everybody else’s condition, but they cannot face their own level.

Big Thought: You cannot build a future that will last until you honestly face where you are, what your dream requires, and what must change in you.

Read:
“Now there was a famine in the land—besides the previous famine in Abraham’s time—and Isaac went to Abimelek king of the Philistines in Gerar. 2 The Lord appeared to Isaac and said, “Do not go down to Egypt; live in the land where I tell you to live. 3 Stay in this land for a while, and I will be with you and will bless you. For to you and your descendants I will give all these lands and will confirm the oath I swore to your father Abraham. 4 I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and will give them all these lands, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed,  5 because Abraham obeyed me and did everything I required of him, keeping my commands, my decrees and my instructions.” 6 So Isaac stayed in Gerar.”  (Genesis 26:1–6, NIV)

1. Face the Maturity Your Dream Requires
“…Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah…” —Genesis 25:20

· Isaac had to wait until he was forty years old to marry Rebekah.
· Some dreams require a level of maturity you do not yet possess. God may not be denying the dream; He may be developing the person who must carry it.

Key Statement: God will not rush you into a future that your present character cannot sustain.

Question: What must mature in you before you can manage what you are asking God to give you?

2. Face the Process Your Dream Requires

“Isaac prayed to the Lord on behalf of his wife, because she was childless.” —Genesis 25:21

· Isaac’s process involved praying and waiting. He could not manipulate this      promise into existence. He had to depend upon God.
· Prayer was not an escape from the process. Prayer was part of the process.

Key Statement: The promise may come from God, but that does not mean the process will be painless.

Sometimes the process requires:
· Praying when nothing is changing.
· Believing when there is no evidence.
· Waiting when you want immediate answers.
· Remaining faithful when you cannot control the outcome.

3. Face the Challenge Your Dream Requires
“The babies jostled each other within her…” —Genesis 25:22

· Rebekah received what she had prayed for, but the answer came with conflict.
· She was not merely carrying two children. She was carrying two nations, two futures, two personalities, and generations of conflict.
· Sometimes the challenge becomes greater because the dream becomes greater.

Key Statement: A larger dream normally introduces you to a larger level of difficulty.

· Do not assume that struggle means you missed God. Sometimes the struggle exists because you are carrying something significant.
· When Rebekah did not understand the conflict, she “went to inquire of the Lord.”

Lesson: When what God gave you becomes difficult to understand, go back to the God who   gave it to you.

4. Face the Time Your Dream Requires

“Isaac was sixty years old when Rebekah gave birth to them.” (Genesis 25:26)
· Isaac was forty when he married Rebekah and sixty when their sons were born. He waited twenty years.
· We often celebrate the birth but overlook the twenty years of waiting that preceded it.

Key Statement: The length of the process does not determine the legitimacy of the promise.

· A delayed dream is not necessarily a denied dream.

Personal Question: What has climbing to the next level cost you?

My Answer:
It has cost me relationships, isolation, resources, time, seasons of intimidation, and periods of uncertainty. But every cost taught me something about the level required to carry the future God placed before me.

Next Time: Managing the Dysfunction that Comes with the Next Level Dream
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