One Story One King
Week Six: 2-01-26
 
The Invasion of Evil: The Garden Confrontation[1]
 
The Unifying Story
There is a central idea— "One Story"—that runs through the pages of Scripture. God used "One King,” the Lord Jesus, to redeem, rescue, and restore creation and humanity so that his kingdom might return to earth and man might rule and reign with him forever.
 
Book Overview – Leviticus
The Big Idea
Leviticus outlines the invitation from God to Moses to enter the presence of God in the tent of meeting. The symbolic rituals of Leviticus create a path for Israel and God to live together in peace—a powerful expression of God’s holy and gracious mercy.
Summary
Leviticus is the third book of the Bible, and it flows directly out of the events in the previous book of Exodus. Israel has been freed from slavery in Egypt, and they’ve gathered at the foot of Mount Sinai to enter into a covenant relationship with God. However, as soon as they agreed to the relationship, they rebelled and violated the foundational terms of the covenant. God had wanted his glorious presence to dwell in the midst of Israel within the tabernacle, but their sin damaged the relationship so that even Moses, Israel’s representative, was unable to enter the tent.
 
Book Outline
· Leviticus 1-7: Sacrifices and Feasts
· Leviticus 8-15: The Path to Purity and Holiness
· Leviticus 16-27: A Call to Live Differently
· Frequently Asked Questions
Session Theme – The Fall
Notes
Setting the Scene
-          The Garden in Eden is a blissful place but in Genesis 3 it becomes a           __________.
-          Satan continues his rebellion against God in the place where God and man had ________. He didn’t succeed in ruling heaven so now he wants to ruin __________rule on earth.
-          The Garden setting reveals how God intends for us to live, with ______ , at ________ and enjoying ____ and his ________.
-          Why would anyone want to give this lifestyle up?
The Invasion
-          Genesis 3:1 gives us a description of the invader “Nachash” in Hebrew which as a noun means ________ as a verb means ________ or ________, and as an adjective it means bronze or ________ ____.
-          This divine being is later in scripture identified as Satan, the one who rebelled against God.
- There are people who believe Satan took the form of a physical snake and others that don’t. If it was a real snake why wouldn’t Eve be surprised that it started a conversation with her?
- Ezekiel 28:11-19 and Isaiah 14:9-15 give us further insight into who Satan is and the other meanings of Nachash

The Kingdom Clash
· In order for mankind to fulfil our roles we must stay in right relationship with GOD. We have discussed in previous weeks that Adam and Eve had 3 God given duties to fulfill.
· Fill rule and subdue the earth (Gen 1:28), 
· Cultivate and keep the garden (gen 2:15) 
· Abstain from one tree (Gen 2:16-17)
· We must stay in the ______ ________ with God because we rule on his behalf. It’s his kingdom we are just responsible to run it.
 
· We cannot responsibly and effectively rule God’s creation if we are ________ from God or if we don’t ______ ___l !
· The battle that is being fought in Genesis 3 is all over if Adam and Eve will embrace their responsibility to GOD through trust and obedience or let Satan's influence destroy their roles as the rulers of the kingdom of GOD on earth.

The Battle
 
· God laid his kingdom’s ________ out for Adam and Eve to partake in everyday, they had the perfect place, perfect partner, and perfect peace.
· Satan doesn’t try to get them to leave the garden, no one would do that. So what does Satan attack to try and convince them to give up their roles? He attacks their ________________ ________.
· This battle continues on even to today. GOd invites us to join his kingdom and ____and _____ on his behalf, but sin and arrogance will keep us from doing just that.
 Storyline Focus
“Satan enters the garden, launching his anti-kingdom program by confronting God’s image- bearers and threatening the harmony of creation with deception and rebellion.”[2]
 Reflection[3]
What does the serpent’s appearance in Eden teach us about the reality of spiritual conflict and the anti-kingdom program that runs beneath human history?
How can  you stay alert to the enemy’s deceptions in your own life and guard against them through God’s truth?
 Student Q&A

[1] The title of this lesson is taken from Michael J. Vlach, The Bible Storyline: God’s Unstoppable Plan to Defeat Evil, Restore Creation, and Establish His Kingdom on Earth, (Cary: Theological Studies Press, 2025), 20.
[2] Vlach, The Bible Storyline, 50.
 
[3] Reflection questions taken from Vlach, The Bible Storyline, 51.
 
