One Story One King
Week One: 1-18-26

Created for Relationship: Marriage, Family, and the Human Bond[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The title of this lesson is taken from Michael J. Vlach, The Bible Storyline: God’s Unstoppable Plan to Defeat Evil, Restore Creation, and Establish His Kingdom on Earth, (Cary: Theological Studies Press, 2025), 39] 


The Unifying Story
There is a central idea— "One Story"—that runs through the pages of Scripture. God used "One King,” the Lord Jesus, to redeem, rescue, and restore creation and humanity so that his kingdom might return to earth and man might rule and reign with him forever.
Book Overview – Exodus
https://bibleproject.com/guides/book-of-exodus
The Big Idea
God rescues the people of Israel from Egypt and invites them into an agreement, or covenant, with him. The people damage their relationship with God, which causes God to recommit to his promise to dwell with them.
Summary:
Exodus is the second book of the Bible, and it picks up the biblical storyline right where Genesis left off. Abraham’s grandson Jacob and his family of seventy made their way down to Egypt, where Joseph, one of Jacob’s sons, had been elevated to second in command over Egypt. So the family lived and grew in Egypt as a safe haven for many years.
After a few hundred years, the story of Exodus begins. The word “exodus” refers to the major event that takes place in the first half of the book, Israel’s exodus from Egypt. The book also has a second half that takes place at the foot of Mount Sinai.
Book Outline 
Exodus 1-4: Israel’s Enslavement Under Pharaoh
Exodus 5-15: The Ten Plagues and Pharaoh’s Hardening Heart
Exodus 16-18: Grumbling in the Wilderness
Exodus 19-31: The Covenant At Sinai
Exodus 32-40: Israel’s Wilderness Rebellion

Session Theme – Creation
[bookmark: _Hlk218325651]Notes 
· God’s Design
· God designed two _____________________________ sexes: Male (Men) and Female (Women) (Genesis 1:27-28). 











· When biological sex is _____________________ by the individual or society, confusion and disorder follow.










· Sacred Bond
· Marriage is the ________________________ of family and human society (Genesis 1:28; 2:18-24; Matthew 19:3-8; Mark 10:6-9).



 





· God’s desire for community extends beyond the family to friendships, fellowship and society.  For man not to be alone is not just a __________________ principle, it’s a ___________ truth. Meaningful human interaction reflects God’s relational heart (John 15:12; Hebrews 10:24-25; 1 John 4:21).
  













Storyline Focus 
“Marriage and human relationships flow from God’s design, revealing His relational heart and forming the foundation of human society.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Vlach, The Bible Storyline, 41.] 

Reflection[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Reflection questions taken from Vlach, The Bible Storyline, 41.] 

How does the creation of marriage and family in the Eden reveal both the unity and distinction of man and woman as image-bearers of God?
In what ways can you better reflect God’s relational heart through your marriage, family, friendships, or fellowship within the church?

Student Q&A
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