
 
 

Middle School (6th-8th Grade) Summer Assignments  
2026-2027 Academic Year  

Dear PCA Families:  

Please find enclosed a list of all the required and recommended summer work for each 
course. The content is organized by grade level. We believe that summer work helps to keep 
students stimulated and keep the mind growing! Reading rates have dropped significantly 
among adolescents. Technology is assisting this decline and changing the nature of how we 
read and the definition of what is considered reading.  

When it comes to summer, reading may not be the first thing kids have in mind for fun! 
But, reading can be fun and help prepare students for a successful year ahead. Summer 
reading has been proven to prevent the “summer slide” of academics - the noticeable dip in 
reading and/or academic skills. Students who read demonstrate better fluency, vocabulary, 
and comprehension skills - all those things that you as parents desire for your child when it 
comes to the standardized testing and college admissions.  

In an effort to promote reading for enjoyment, the workload is not meant to be overbearing 
and some student choices have been added. The selected books correspond to the content 
and discussions for the upcoming coursework. We believe these texts not only keep the 
students stimulated during summer, but also prepare them for a successful start of the 
school year. We encourage you to have your students start their reading early and read 
throughout the summer months to avoid a rush at the end of summer that can produce an 
overall dislike for reading.  

While the math assignments are not required, we encourage parents to have their students 
work through the attached packets as a way of reviewing important math concepts and 
preparing students for the next level of math. Worked solutions are included for each packet 
to allow for easy review.  

Sincerely,  

PCA Teachers & Administration 
 
 
 
ELA is coded in Blue ​
Math is coded in Green  



                                                                                 Rising 6th Grade  
 
6th Grade ELA (all students)  
All students are required to read one book -  
Summer Reading: Treasure Island Robert Louis Stevenson OR The Magician’s Nephew - C.S. Lewis 

Summer Reading Assignment (Middle School ELA) 

This assignment is designed to help students: 

●​ Stay engaged in reading over the summer 
●​ Build comprehension and critical thinking skills 
●​ Prepare for beginning-of-year assessments in ELA 

 

Assignment Overview 

All students are expected to: 

1.​ Read the assigned novel(s) 
2.​ Keep a reading journal with guided responses 
3.​ Annotate the text (grades 7–12 only) 
4.​ Prepare for a test or project upon returning to school 

 

Part I: Reading Journal (All Grades) 

Due: First day of school​
 Grade Weight: Major Grade 

Students must maintain a reading journal while reading their assigned 
book(s). 

Journal Requirements 

For each chapter, students must include: 

●​ Brief Summary (3–5 sentences) 

https://www.amazon.com/Treasure-Island-Dover-Thrift-Editions/dp/0486275590/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=11JTCNKZS8HD0&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.8ytkfVPAOHfUBA05tK-J2HwKpBms0ppd8o3px2o0VvhRACmRP5x8GLsO8vRQ5zp1C0dWfegJK5n173fpCYrwpArmof9k3yf6adasWrzQ58nbJpYJIeZ-Xr-WRtkQQJoUDwBe6blUW4cUxWW_BPpe9D799aeLtJxLpkMNjokouJr-0KnIq3EG7BBanQPcTsbyV9JS853-60ItbxSGsXDcca9LLfPAZkZ9JRCNSEPpYDK_9Qutw8kvAGPP7vZxrHmtD8jk07ou8v8t29jK47G_UGtsskIcsJcIAd4891_Fljo.K-WSA5CbXtHPJJcaaDuoUMkHfiEJf3lVKD7QXz8AKME&dib_tag=se&keywords=treasure+island&qid=1775064231&sprefix=treasure+isalnd%2Caps%2C191&sr=8-1-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Magicians-Nephew-C-S-Lewis/dp/0064471101/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1S52RJ2E8CME4&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.EyPaQAXqjNq_DmtevLkUTv1fZ9MEJPw4cGjw2HNB0vSAVxp1KM0lrphp6TDjnAcBRfzXo2MOJYf1_qsrDtLzmxdUtzPccFVfVicW3l9pt1Tji6VkJGbdMTXe3YQzrZKT7oYIMAYrllaOr3Y8JkFGe2viyILtiFAdWeKi5wFYdfjalVeYQtV_oZs9mXT_63YkxDpuF37SWkiJQON67aQYXWGLIbp__AFYRLD9zl0Vmig.LyV1AeBUdf2D5aDq4_g8Z4ZrOnF1_FpPvqGcKdXd6-g&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+magician%27s+nephew+the+chronicles+of+narnia&qid=1771950329&sprefix=the+magician%27s+ne%2Caps%2C289&sr=8-1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Twan1tzy4u7QfZjRr8vYIBOvKssdBpKfWicZlmbj-l0/edit?tab=t.0


○​ What happened in the chapter? 
●​ Guided Responses (answer most or all of the following): 

○​ What is the setting of this chapter? 
○​ What key events move the plot forward? 
○​ Who is the protagonist? What do they want? 
○​ Who or what is the antagonist? 
○​ What possible themes are emerging? 
○​ Identify any imagery or vivid descriptions 
○​ List unfamiliar words (with guessed or defined meanings) 

●​ Personal Reflection (2–3 sentences) 
○​ What stood out to you? Why? 

 

Student Journal Worksheet (Template) for use! 

Students may organize their journals using a structure like this: 

Chapter #:​
 Summary:​
 Setting:​
 Plot Events:​
 Protagonist/Antagonist:​
 Theme(s):​
 Imagery:​
 Vocabulary:​
 Reflection: 

Part II: Beginning-of-Year Assessment 

Students should be prepared for a graded assessment upon returning to 
school. 

Important Notice 

●​ There will be a test and/or project based on the summer reading 
●​ Details, prompts, and expectations will be provided during the first 

week of school 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MDtxOO4zeener7TQkXlVIcOlK35JHBCn3o5Hr8LsxAY/edit?tab=t.0


Possible Assessment Formats: 

●​ Reading comprehension test 
●​ Literary analysis essay 
●​ Project or presentation 
●​ Class discussion or Socratic seminar 

 

Grading Breakdown 

●​ Reading Journal: 70-80% 
●​ Beginning-of-Year Assessment: 20–30%

 

Academic Integrity 

Students are expected to complete their reading independently. Online 
summaries should not replace reading the text. 

 

 

 
6th Grade MATH (recommended not required)  

This packet offers an optional review of this year’s coursework to help bridge 
learning into the next academic year. It includes ample practice, allowing families to 
determine the appropriate amount of review for their child. It is recommended that 
students complete at least the odd-numbered problems in each section. 

Worked solutions are provided to help jog your child’s memory, if they have forgotten 
what to do. 

5th Grade Review for 6th Grade Math Summer Packet 

 
 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vzQiYcX4FR-c4kklouj2z--S_OlFMtph-WujQhyfNgA/edit?tab=t.0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SsHyuvbUHA-eJFyp2HOX7CcT2zdvEUXN/view?usp=sharing


Rising 7th Grade  

7th Grade ELA  
All students are required to read: The Hobbit – J.R.R. Tolkien​  
 
Summer Reading: (In MS - CP 1 and H 2) 

●​ CP: The Hobbit – J.R.R. Tolkien​  
●​ H:  The Hobbit – J.R.R. Tolkien AND The Book Thief - M. Zusak 

 
Note: For Honors, students only need to complete the Journal assignment for The 
Hobbit. Students still need to read and annotate for The Book Thief.  

Summer Reading Assignment (Middle School ELA) 

 

Assignment Overview 

All students are expected to: 

1.​ Read the assigned novel(s) 
2.​ Keep a reading journal with guided responses 
3.​ Annotate the text (grades 7–12 only) 
4.​ Prepare for a test or project upon returning to school 

 

Part I: Reading Journal (All Grades) 

Due: First day of school​
 Grade Weight: Major Grade 

Students must maintain a reading journal while reading their assigned 
book(s). 

Journal Requirements 

For each chapter, students must include: 

●​ Brief Summary (3–5 sentences) 

https://www.amazon.com/Hobbit-J-R-Tolkien/dp/054792822X?psc=1&pd_rd_w=zuIOx&content-id=amzn1.sym.ea1d9533-fbb7-4608-bb6f-bfdceb6f6336&pf_rd_p=ea1d9533-fbb7-4608-bb6f-bfdceb6f6336&pf_rd_r=FB1NCFH4CSRKE9122CPP&pd_rd_wg=0xKbQ&pd_rd_r=ee5c663c-f81d-4fc8-9b40-8c854cfb6cf7&ref_=sspa_dk_detail_sbt_0&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9kZXRhaWxfdGhlbWF0aWM=
https://www.amazon.com/Hobbit-J-R-Tolkien/dp/054792822X?psc=1&pd_rd_w=zuIOx&content-id=amzn1.sym.ea1d9533-fbb7-4608-bb6f-bfdceb6f6336&pf_rd_p=ea1d9533-fbb7-4608-bb6f-bfdceb6f6336&pf_rd_r=FB1NCFH4CSRKE9122CPP&pd_rd_wg=0xKbQ&pd_rd_r=ee5c663c-f81d-4fc8-9b40-8c854cfb6cf7&ref_=sspa_dk_detail_sbt_0&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9kZXRhaWxfdGhlbWF0aWM=
https://www.amazon.com/Hobbit-J-R-Tolkien/dp/054792822X?psc=1&pd_rd_w=zuIOx&content-id=amzn1.sym.ea1d9533-fbb7-4608-bb6f-bfdceb6f6336&pf_rd_p=ea1d9533-fbb7-4608-bb6f-bfdceb6f6336&pf_rd_r=FB1NCFH4CSRKE9122CPP&pd_rd_wg=0xKbQ&pd_rd_r=ee5c663c-f81d-4fc8-9b40-8c854cfb6cf7&ref_=sspa_dk_detail_sbt_0&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9kZXRhaWxfdGhlbWF0aWM=
https://www.amazon.com/Book-Thief-Markus-Zusak/dp/0375842209/ref=sr_1_1?crid=BGMGRFUOAL9R&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.sNHYohCJz4YRpTnZx5qbzGuzOdkAew0nr1PgkwQhvmQhrNJ3tyizdtyj9KkluprcPcDzwoKeh8b67cFxlj4XtrRnyuyuehTbrB9N5tBqOs0EOz8xklV2kNoQGGYZVgF9nM-1fbmNtfIT1uTvHhwkUcopwlYolvG_woP-T8jrIV1OZ8igWgeOHLPgwwJFy3PNBhIy1sVDOeouXMmC5AjvEg0rRvA_seIGOM1HgDlWBNI.ClXp6PCbuBk_tqSfUSe1DLW9Ia8NTzHKlz96vIr9Edc&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+book+thief+by+markus+zusak&qid=1773339219&sprefix=the+book+thief%2Caps%2C175&sr=8-1


○​ What happened in the chapter? 
●​ Guided Responses (answer most or all of the following): 

○​ What is the setting of this chapter? 
○​ What key events move the plot forward? 
○​ Who is the protagonist? What do they want? 
○​ Who or what is the antagonist? 
○​ What possible themes are emerging? 
○​ Identify any imagery or vivid descriptions 
○​ List unfamiliar words (with guessed or defined meanings) 

●​ Personal Reflection (2–3 sentences) 
○​ What stood out to you? Why? 

 

Student Worksheet (Template) 

Students may organize their journals using a structure like this: 

Chapter #:​
 Summary:​
 Setting:​
 Plot Events:​
 Protagonist/Antagonist:​
 Theme(s):​
 Imagery:​
 Vocabulary:​
 Reflection: 

 

Part II: Annotation (Grades 7–8 Only) 

Due: First day of school​
 Grade Weight: Included with journal or separate grade (teacher discretion) 

Annotation Expectations (Grades 7–8) 

Students should actively annotate while reading by: 

●​ Highlighting or marking key passages 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MDtxOO4zeener7TQkXlVIcOlK35JHBCn3o5Hr8LsxAY/edit?tab=t.0


●​ Writing notes in margins, sticky notes, or a notebook 

Students Should Focus On: 

●​ Character development 
●​ Important quotes 
●​ Themes and central ideas 
●​ Literary devices (imagery, symbolism, etc.) 
●​ Questions or reactions 

Suggested Frequency: 

●​ Middle School (7–8): 1–2 annotations per chapter 

 

Part III: Beginning-of-Year Assessment 

Students should be prepared for a graded assessment upon returning to 
school. 

Important Notice 

●​ There will be a test and/or project based on the summer reading 
●​ Details, prompts, and expectations will be provided during the first 

week of school 

Possible Assessment Formats: 

●​ Reading comprehension test 
●​ Literary analysis essay 
●​ Project or presentation 
●​ Class discussion or Socratic seminar 

 

Grading Breakdown (Suggested) 

●​ Reading Journal: 50% 
●​ Annotation: 20–30% 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vzQiYcX4FR-c4kklouj2z--S_OlFMtph-WujQhyfNgA/edit?tab=t.0


●​ Beginning-of-Year Assessment: 20–30% 

 

Academic Integrity 

Students are expected to complete their reading independently. Online 
summaries should not replace reading the text. 

 

 
7th Grade MATH (recommended not required)  

This packet offers an optional review of this year’s coursework to help bridge 
learning into the next academic year. It includes ample practice, allowing families to 
determine the appropriate amount of review for their child. It is recommended that 
students complete at least the odd-numbered problems in each section. 

Worked solutions are provided to help jog your child’s memory, if they have forgotten 
what to do. 

●​ 6th Grade Summer Math Review for Math 7 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YDOy8uixF3qoyWil3za26u5K7pwoF4We/view?usp=drive_link


Rising 8th Grade  

8th Grade ELA  
All students are required to read: The Witch of Blackbird Pond-Elizabeth 
George Speare 
 
Summer Reading: (In MS - CP 1 and H 2) 

●​ CP: The Witch of Blackbird Pond-Elizabeth George Speare (Colonial 
settlement) 

●​  H:  The Witch of Blackbird Pond-Elizabeth George Speare AND The Hunger 
Games Book 1-Suzanne Collins 

 
Note: For Honors, students only need to complete the Journal assignment for The 
Witch of Blackbird Pond. Students still need to read and annotate for The Book Thief.  

Summer Reading Assignment (Middle School ELA) 

 

Assignment Overview 

All students are expected to: 

1.​ Read the assigned novel(s) 
2.​ Keep a reading journal with guided responses 
3.​ Annotate the text (grades 7–12 only) 
4.​ Prepare for a test or project upon returning to school 

 

Part I: Reading Journal (All Grades) 

Due: First day of school​
 Grade Weight: Major Grade 

Students must maintain a reading journal while reading their assigned 
book(s). 

Journal Requirements 

https://www.amazon.com/Witch-Blackbird-Elizabeth-George-Speare/dp/0547550294/ref=sr_1_1?crid=17UZIAN4S6PCF&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.vqVF-q2Off6P-BN73gfwpLJ_b2OpeRJHeUPbvrUqnxjCRwfK1LttPM1jR_3wZr5T2GzCeG8v6i6AxlkEPk_JEOdkCOwDi0y6TyXVtEzY38eHapwv_eL5WyHA1FeyZ90nDCK3jp1SPN2SJFDXXfgvqs41jQHTMNTZKRWCf3y130xW-ARBI_8XG45LE3SzcjZ3vo9k65QyJY6OI9lWduvRYAe9tBhaSiV7LVeI9TYSLd4.xms2uROd7ufoCNkAzxYSwvTUEq0nURm2dbn83bBBkGY&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+witch+of+blackbird+pond&qid=1774889655&s=books&sprefix=the+witch+of+blackbird+pond%2Cstripbooks%2C137&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Witch-Blackbird-Elizabeth-George-Speare/dp/0547550294/ref=sr_1_1?crid=17UZIAN4S6PCF&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.vqVF-q2Off6P-BN73gfwpLJ_b2OpeRJHeUPbvrUqnxjCRwfK1LttPM1jR_3wZr5T2GzCeG8v6i6AxlkEPk_JEOdkCOwDi0y6TyXVtEzY38eHapwv_eL5WyHA1FeyZ90nDCK3jp1SPN2SJFDXXfgvqs41jQHTMNTZKRWCf3y130xW-ARBI_8XG45LE3SzcjZ3vo9k65QyJY6OI9lWduvRYAe9tBhaSiV7LVeI9TYSLd4.xms2uROd7ufoCNkAzxYSwvTUEq0nURm2dbn83bBBkGY&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+witch+of+blackbird+pond&qid=1774889655&s=books&sprefix=the+witch+of+blackbird+pond%2Cstripbooks%2C137&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Witch-Blackbird-Elizabeth-George-Speare/dp/0547550294/ref=sr_1_1?crid=17UZIAN4S6PCF&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.vqVF-q2Off6P-BN73gfwpLJ_b2OpeRJHeUPbvrUqnxjCRwfK1LttPM1jR_3wZr5T2GzCeG8v6i6AxlkEPk_JEOdkCOwDi0y6TyXVtEzY38eHapwv_eL5WyHA1FeyZ90nDCK3jp1SPN2SJFDXXfgvqs41jQHTMNTZKRWCf3y130xW-ARBI_8XG45LE3SzcjZ3vo9k65QyJY6OI9lWduvRYAe9tBhaSiV7LVeI9TYSLd4.xms2uROd7ufoCNkAzxYSwvTUEq0nURm2dbn83bBBkGY&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+witch+of+blackbird+pond&qid=1774889655&s=books&sprefix=the+witch+of+blackbird+pond%2Cstripbooks%2C137&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Hunger-Games-Special-Edition-audiobook/dp/B07HHJ7669/ref=sr_1_2?crid=15KQLH2MRZKJT&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.VyXy8VwhgZF9W1VzYgd-roz4T2u4vglv3vb87NItYNo_uCvNDkqQO91qKfuGi_SezNTxAMDsMsouemJLB-IrME7g3TtTTpJfiwF10Ljj7tmG3fIOHtngsBioZDs9jYbuCRtoD1v2uhmnetWf1wef07pfIRpvkL6T2OlMSnNszYDKiH2fJiMrRaRekh3eFIj2LmIRbhQb5Wa4caC1bItgqqcGbnV2TGebJwJeQr2ww0Q.-df9eTKmn-akhIoN-JN1Sp9Ohx3DKHqhDRzhEKSh36w&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+Hunger+Games&qid=1777574032&sbo=6l4LV4wiIM4ZjN%2Ffpg3jyQ%3D%3D&sprefix=the+hunger+games%2Caps%2C157&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Hunger-Games-Special-Edition-audiobook/dp/B07HHJ7669/ref=sr_1_2?crid=15KQLH2MRZKJT&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.VyXy8VwhgZF9W1VzYgd-roz4T2u4vglv3vb87NItYNo_uCvNDkqQO91qKfuGi_SezNTxAMDsMsouemJLB-IrME7g3TtTTpJfiwF10Ljj7tmG3fIOHtngsBioZDs9jYbuCRtoD1v2uhmnetWf1wef07pfIRpvkL6T2OlMSnNszYDKiH2fJiMrRaRekh3eFIj2LmIRbhQb5Wa4caC1bItgqqcGbnV2TGebJwJeQr2ww0Q.-df9eTKmn-akhIoN-JN1Sp9Ohx3DKHqhDRzhEKSh36w&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+Hunger+Games&qid=1777574032&sbo=6l4LV4wiIM4ZjN%2Ffpg3jyQ%3D%3D&sprefix=the+hunger+games%2Caps%2C157&sr=8-2


For each chapter, students must include: 

●​ Brief Summary (3–5 sentences) 
○​ What happened in the chapter? 

●​ Guided Responses (answer most or all of the following): 
○​ What is the setting of this chapter? 
○​ What key events move the plot forward? 
○​ Who is the protagonist? What do they want? 
○​ Who or what is the antagonist? 
○​ What possible themes are emerging? 
○​ Identify any imagery or vivid descriptions 
○​ List unfamiliar words (with guessed or defined meanings) 

●​ Personal Reflection (2–3 sentences) 
○​ What stood out to you? Why? 

 

Student Worksheet (Template) 

Students may organize their journals using a structure like this: 

Chapter #:​
 Summary:​
 Setting:​
 Plot Events:​
 Protagonist/Antagonist:​
 Theme(s):​
 Imagery:​
 Vocabulary:​
 Reflection: 

 

Part II: Annotation (Grades 7–8 Only) 

Due: First day of school​
 Grade Weight: Included with journal or separate grade (teacher discretion) 

Annotation Expectations (Grades 7–8) 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MDtxOO4zeener7TQkXlVIcOlK35JHBCn3o5Hr8LsxAY/edit?tab=t.0


Students should actively annotate while reading by: 

●​ Highlighting or marking key passages 
●​ Writing notes in margins, sticky notes, or a notebook 

Students Should Focus On: 

●​ Character development 
●​ Important quotes 
●​ Themes and central ideas 
●​ Literary devices (imagery, symbolism, etc.) 
●​ Questions or reactions 

Suggested Frequency: 

●​ Middle School (7–8): 1–2 annotations per chapter 

 

Part III: Beginning-of-Year Assessment 

Students should be prepared for a graded assessment upon returning to 
school. 

Important Notice 

●​ There will be a test and/or project based on the summer reading 
●​ Details, prompts, and expectations will be provided during the first 

week of school 

Possible Assessment Formats: 

●​ Reading comprehension test 
●​ Literary analysis essay 
●​ Project or presentation 
●​ Class discussion or Socratic seminar 

 

Grading Breakdown 



●​ Reading Journal: 50% 
●​ Annotation: 20–30% 
●​ Beginning-of-Year Assessment: 20–30% 

 

Academic Integrity 

Students are expected to complete their reading independently. Online 
summaries should not replace reading the text.  

 

 

8th Grade MATH (recommended not required)  

This packet offers an optional review of this year’s coursework to help bridge 
learning into the next academic year. It includes ample practice, allowing families to 
determine the appropriate amount of review for their child. It is recommended that 
students complete at least the odd-numbered problems in each section. 

Worked solutions are provided to help jog your child’s memory, if they have forgotten 
what to do. 

●​ If your child was placed in Math 8/Prealgebra next year:​
Math 7 Summer Math Review for Math 8/Geometry 

 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vzQiYcX4FR-c4kklouj2z--S_OlFMtph-WujQhyfNgA/edit?tab=t.0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NmR27jS-r5RX-4lfH2A0uSCF2eGBtx9C/view?usp=drive_link
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