
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

How many of you have ever attended a performance of Circus 

Flora? Did anyone make it to a show this summer in Grand Center? For 

thosl they may not know about Circus Flora, it is a one-ring European-
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circus based right here in St. Louis. It has been performing here to

the 9elight and joy of generations of St. Louisans for more that forty 

years. It combines storytelling, with horse acts, jugglers, clowns, 

trapeze acts, and of course, the Flying Wallenda Family. 

Each year it is a little different, but each year it remains the same -

the cpmbination of many parts dedicated to the idea that circus is a 

transformative experience that leaves the world in a better place than it 

was before the show. 

It was about twenty years ago that Circus Flora was closing. It had 

run out of money and did not have a permanent place to perform. Then 

Mayor Vincent Schoemehl came to me and said, '"Can you believe 

Circus Flora is closing?" I said, "No, that is a shame." He said, 
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"Wouldn't it be great if Circus Flora was resurrected with a permanent 

homb in Grand Center for generations to enjoy?" And, as one is want to 
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