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Jesus Teaches on Divorce and Marriage 
Mark 10:1-12 

 

I. Sin Spoils Every Garden of Eden 

A. This Morning, We Are Looking at the Smoldering Wreckage of the 
Garden of Eden 

1. Picture the pristine world, radiant with glory… the stunningly 
beautiful Garden of Eden, well-watered, with all manner of 
succulent fruit trees 

2. The happy and innocent couple, married, ready to begin their life 
together… working together, side by side, to be fruitful and 
multiply, and to fill the earth with children in their image, to fill 
the world with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the 
waters cover the sea 

3. But a forbidden tree, a wife completely deceived, a husband 
willingly rebellious… and they and all their unborn children 
instantly died spiritually because of one man’s sin 

4. And marriage itself left cursed… what should have been perfect 
oneness now left a tragic battleground in which the woman would 
strive and yearn to rule over her husband and he would use his 
position to dominate her 

5. Since that time, there have been many lesser Gardens of Eden… 
including the Promised Land with Israel, the righteous kingdom of 
David, the wise kingdom of Solomon, even the powerful and 
growing church of Jesus Christ after Pentecost… all of them 
ravaged in some way by the effects of sin 
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6. And within one household after another, every Christian marriage 
starts as its own Garden of Eden and ends up a battleground in 
which the couple has to fight their own sin natures and that of their 
spouses to carve out a harvest of righteousness for the glory of 
God… children raised in the gospel, ministries carried on to their 
completion, a couple who has fought the good fight, finished the 
race, kept the faith… a pristine Garden of Eden on their wedding 
day, a battleground every day since…  

7. That is what we are facing in the text this morning 

B. Considering a Tragedy 

We come this morning to a genuinely tragic topic… the issue of 
divorce. It is one of the most painful pandemics in the history of 
the world… ravaging families, attacking souls, destroying 
happiness 

In the United States alone, in 1970, there were 4.3 million divorced 
people; by 1994 the number had quadrupled to a staggering 
17.4 million. In 2020, the number had grown by 70% again to 
almost 29 million people. 

Because of this, more and more people are just choosing not to get 
married at all… in 1990, the marriage rate in the US was 9.8 per 
1000 people; but by 2021, that number had dropped to 6 per 
1000… an almost 40% drop. 

C. Devastating Effects  

1. On the Couple 

Research has shown that divorced men and women suffer much 
higher rates of mortality, depression, illness in general, and 
substance abuse than do married people 

For example, people divorced once have twice the rate of alcoholism 
and the suicide rate is three times higher 

2. On their Children 
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• Children of divorced parents are twice as likely to drop out of 
school than children from one-time-married couples. 

• They are three times more likely to have emotional or 
behavioral problems 

3. On the Community that surrounds them 

a. We live together in community… and in a local church, to some 
degree the marriages of the covenant members of this local 
church a common stewardship  

b. If one of us married couples gets divorced, it would have a 
powerful ripple effect on everyone who knows that couple… 
unmeasurable but unmistakable 

c. We are not free to do whatever we want with our marriages!  

D. God’s Timeless Pronouncement on Divorce 

Malachi 2:16  "I hate divorce," says the LORD God of Israel 

E. Therefore, Conversely,  

We believe God would say “I LOVE marriage!” 

As Jesus taught, it is God himself who MADE MARRIAGE originally, 
and it is God himself who MAKES MARRIAGES specifically 

F. A Needed Topic 

1. More and more confusion in our modern world on marriage 

2. On June 26, 2015, the Supreme Court decision, Obergefell v 
Hodges, ruled the fundamental right to marry is guaranteed to 
same-sex couples… redefining marriage legally, throwing out 
millennia of legal precedence; since then, there has been more and 
more confusion on marriage, gender, sexuality… the floodgates of 
falsehood have been thrown open 

3. Jesus’ calm, Bible-based, clear teaching on divorce, and even more 
significantly, on marriage itself, is desperately needed 
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4. Beyond that, as a Pastor, I can say convictionally that the health of 
any church is directly tied to the health of its marriages; the 
healthier our marriages, the healthier will be FBC 

5. Not only that, the future generations of Christians will for the most 
part be shaped by Christian parents, whose marriages will be a 
display of Christ and the church 

6. Therefore Satan will constantly attack our marriages 

7. Christ’s teaching here in Mark 10 and Matthew 19 will be an 
essential line of defense 

II. The Pharisees’ Darkly Clever Attack 

Mark 10:1-2  Jesus then left that place and went into the region of Judea 
and across the Jordan. Again crowds of people came to him, and as 
was his custom, he taught them.  2 Some Pharisees came and tested 
him by asking, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?" 

A. The Context is Vital 

1. Jesus completed his Galilean ministry and moved down into Judea 

2. In Mark 10, he begins with Jesus ministering across the Jordan 
River, in a region called Perea 

3. He is in the region ruled by Herod Antipas, who had executed John 
the Baptist for proclaiming that his divorce from his own wife and 
his marriage to Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife was a sin 

4. Jesus’ enemies, the Pharisees, were cleverly trying to get Jesus to 
fall into the same trap; so Mark says they were testing him 

B. The Prevailing Attitude About Divorce 

1. Beyond the threat from Herod, Jesus’ teaching on divorce would 
make him very unpopular with the people 

2. The priests and scribes as well as the Pharisees all followed the 
teaching of Rabbi Hillel, who died around the time Jesus was born 
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3. Rabbi Hillel taught that it was lawful for a man to divorce his wife 
for any reason whatsoever… if she burned his meal, or 
disrespected his mother, or twirled around so that men could see 
her ankles, or indeed if he just grew weary of her 

4. That’s the clear phraseology in Matthew 19:3 

Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason? 

5. It is obvious that Jesus’ own disciples were surprised at his strong 
teaching on the sanctity of marriage 

6. Therefore, the Pharisees were also trying to make Jesus unpopular 
with the people as well 

7. So, this was a very darkly clever trap they were springing 

8. But Jesus is fearless in proclaiming the truth 

9. He does not care what Rabbi Hillel taught, nor would he care what 
any society or culture teaches about marriage and divorce; nor 
would he bow to the Supreme Court’s redefinition of marriage in 
our day, nor to popular opinion polls 

10. He turns to the perfect WORD OF GOD to answer the question 

III. Jesus Turns to Timeless Scripture 

Mark 10:3  "What did Moses command you?" he replied. 

Mark’s account is briefer: Jesus immediately goes to the word of 
God… the writing of Moses 

In Matthew, he expands and cites Moses’ Genesis account 

Matthew 19:4-6  "Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning 
the Creator 'made them male and female,'  5 and said, 'For this 
reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his 
wife, and the two will become one flesh'?  6 So they are no longer 
two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not 
separate." 

A. Christ’s Scripture-Centered Mind 
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1. “Haven’t You Read…?” The answers on marriage are in the Bible 

2. We need no other source of information… unchanging scripture is 
sufficient to define and heal marriage 

B. Walking through the Text in Matthew 19 

1. “… at the beginning” 

a. Jesus takes them back to Genesis 1 and Genesis 2 

b. The way the Creator set up marriage from the very start is a 
timeless and transcultural standard 

c. It doesn’t evolve, drift, or acquire new dimensions 

2. “The Creator…” 

a. Jesus zeroes in God’s intention, God’s role 

b. The Creator = the one who spoke the universe into existence, 
who shaped, molded the first man from the dust of the earth, 
and the first woman from the rib of the first man 

c. God’s intention in marriage is all that matters 

d. He CREATED it, so he alone defines it and rules over it 

3. “Made them male and female” 

a. This is so incredibly relevant to our day and age 

b. For the first time in human history, we have a clear, cogent, 
pervasive redefinition of gender 

c. Believing that there are two and only two genders is disparaged 
as “binary” as though we now know better… we now know that 
someone can be born male and “identify” as female; or born 
female and identify as male 

d. But this is Satanic nonsense… a direct attack on biblical truth 
and biological truth 
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e. God wrote gender, male and female, into the DNA of every 
human being that has ever lived or ever will live 

f. Sadly, sin has entered in an corrupted the minds of human beings 
such that there are such things as “shameful passions” 

Same Sex Attraction: This recent attack on the truth of two genders, 
male and female, has come from validating as biologically 
normal and healthy what Romans 1:26 calls “shameful lusts”… 
or “vile affections” (KJV) or “degrading passions” (CSB) or 
“dishonorable passions” (ESV)… drives, desires, lusts that are 
inherently evil, but now they are normalized and even taught 
as good things under the slogan “LOVE IS LOVE” 

And “natural relations” in Romans 1:26-27 means biologically 
ordained, God-ordained… for which nature is prepared and 
aligned and shaped and created… the natural relations between 
a male and a female… which God ordained for marriage, for 
the creation of a new human being in his image 

Jesus clearly asserted the truth of two genders: 

“Haven’t you read that at the beginning the Creator made them male and 
female.” 

Then Jesus continued:  

4. “And said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and 
mother and be united to his wife…’” 

a. This is the statement written by Moses in the narrative of 
Genesis 2:24 

b. Amazing that Jesus ascribes this statement to the Creator! The 
Creator 1) made them male and female, and 2) made a 
statement about them… about marriage 

c. Augustine put it this way: “What scripture says, God says.” 

5. The timeless, transcultural pattern; every nation, to the end of time 

a. “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother…” 
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b. A man is done living in his parents’ home; it is time for him to 
establish his own home; it begins with his marriage 

c. He “is united to his wife”; KJV: “Cleaves” = “unites with” 
becomes bonded to, like the two are GLUED TOGETHER… a 
picture of ONENESS… 

d. The two become ONE FLESH: this is the marital bond; the 
sexual bond which God intended by their compatible genders 

i) This sexual bond is sacred to God 

ii) It is the focus of much of Satan’s attack on the human race  

iii) It is an area of tremendous weakness for us in sin 

iv) But it was originally intended by God the Creator as a 
source of tremendous joy as well as procreation 

v) It is also a mysterious picture of Christ and the church, 
according to Ephesians 5:32 

e. This is the essence of marriage; the two become one 

6. Jesus doubles down on the oneness, and makes his final 
pronouncement on divorce 

Mark 10:8-9  So they are no longer two, but one.  9 Therefore what God 
has joined together, let man not separate." 

a. Bottom line: Divorce is directly contrary to God’s purposes in 
making marriage in general 

b. AND God is directly active in making marriages in particular… 
God puts two people together; God joins them in his eyes 

c. Therefore, we don’t have the right to break it apart… God’s 
authority stands over all couples and forbids them from 
breaking apart what he joined together 

C. The Question About Moses and Divorce 

1. In Matthew’s account, Jesus deals with the Genesis truths first, then 
they ask him about Moses; in Mark, it’s the other way around 
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2. Either way, it’s pretty clear that the Pharisees think that Moses 
commanded divorce… COMMANDED it! 

Matthew 19:7  "Why then," they asked, "did Moses command that a man 
give his wife a certificate of divorce and send her away?" 

a. But this is completely FALSE! Moses did not command anyone 
to get a divorce 

b. What was the passage? Deuteronomy 24:1-4 

c. There is no command to get a divorce there! Just that a man 
cannot divorce his wife, and then, after she has married another 
man, and then she is divorced by him or he dies, for the original 
husband to marry her again 

d. In any case, we may ask, “Why didn’t Moses just FORBID 
divorce… like Jesus was?” 

e. Jesus’ answer: 

Mark 10:5  "It was because your hearts were hard that Moses wrote you 
this law," Jesus replied. 

f. All divorce stems from human sinfulness… from the corruption 
introduced by the fall into sin 

g. The “hardness of heart” has to do with BOTH the husbands and 
the wives… the moment a couple gets married, sin starts 
attacking their relationship… driving them apart 

h. Genesis 3: sin and the curse… marriage started innocent, but 
when they ate the fruit from the forbidden tree, their marriage 
was permanently damaged 

Genesis 3:7  Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized 
they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made 
coverings for themselves. 

Then God’s curse: 
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Genesis 3:16  To the woman he said, "I will greatly increase your pains in 
childbearing; with pain you will give birth to children. Your desire 
will be for your husband, and he will rule over you." 

This is the curse of pain in childbearing and pain in marriage 

Remember this is a CURSE… so when God says “Your desire will be 
for your husband and he will rule over you,” that’s a curse 

This is a tragic picture also of the battle of wills that happens between 
a wife and her husband once sin has corrupted them both… the 
battle of pride, and selfish agendas and corrupt behaviors. 

That is why every marriage starts out like the Garden of Eden and 
can end up a smoldering ruin if God’s grace doesn’t enter in 

D. Jesus’ Final Verdict 

1. Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason? 

2. Answer: NO! “What God has joined together, man has no right 
to separate!” 

IV. Jesus’ Clear Prohibition of Divorce 

Mark 10:10-12  When they were in the house again, the disciples asked 
Jesus about this.  11 He answered, "Anyone who divorces his wife 
and marries another woman commits adultery against her.  12 And if 
she divorces her husband and marries another man, she commits 
adultery." 

A. A Deeper Discussion Later 

1. The disciples wanted more information privately; in that context, 
Jesus gives his clear pronouncement on divorce 

2. Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman 
commits adultery 

3. And the same goes for the wife… any woman who divorces her 
husband and marries another man commits adultery 

4. The sacredness of marriage is paramount here 
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B. Is There Any Exception To This? 

1. Mark, Luke have absolute statements…it seems no divorce, ever 

2. But Matthew adds the “exception clause” 

Matthew 19:9  Anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital 
unfaithfulness, and marries another woman commits adultery. 

The word translated “marital unfaithfulness” is porneia… a general 
term for sexual immorality 

3. Some Christian leaders forbid divorce and remarriage 
absolutely…it is only at death that you are parted 

4. But they denigrate clear scriptural teaching; the exception is in the Bible 

5. Sexual immorality is legitimate grounds for divorce 

6. When any of the gospels gives additional information, you don’t 
pick and choose; you HARMONIZE! Everything every text of 
scripture asserts is true 

C. Bottom Line: Marriage is a Sacred Bond Upheld by Almighty God 

1. God invented marriage at the beginning and defined it at the 
beginning of history 

2. He has not changed his mind or his definition 

3. And God is personally involved in making specific couples 
married… God has joined them together 

4. We do not have the right to sever that bond that God has made 

D. Next Week: Moving Toward Perfect Unity in Marriage 

V. Lessons 

A. Celebrate the Gift of Marriage 

1. Think often of the goodness of God in giving us this gift of 
marriage 
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2. It is Satan who wants us to think hard thoughts of marriage in many 
different ways 

a. the ascetic who says that all fleshly things are evil, and who 
therefore forbids marriage, Paul calls “the doctrine of demons” 

b. but on the other hand, some delight in the physical sensations of 
the flesh and they forget the holy covenant of marriage that God 
established to protect it 

c. so it is Satan that pushes young people to seize privileges that 
have not been given them yet because God has not yet made the 
two one by marriage… statistics show that as many as 44% of 
self-identified evangelicals aged 18-29 have been sexually 
active by fornication 

d. We need to re-establish the clear boundaries scripture has 
around sex and marriage 

3. if you’re married: thank God for marriage—for the wisdom and 
goodness of God in bringing you two together 

4. if someday you will be married, thank God for that blessed state 
and look forward to it with holy expectations… keep yourself 
sexually pure in mind and body for that day when you will stand 
before God with the partner God is giving you 

5. If you are a widow/widower, remember the goodness of God in 
giving you the gift of marriage for as long as He did 

B. Glorify God in Your Marriage 

1. Make your marriage a delightful display of the glory of God 

2. Understand that Satan wants to make your marriage a battleground: 
Our struggle is NOT against flesh and blood 

3. Your mentality should be that God brought you together primarily 
for the purpose of putting Himself on display… that His attributes 
might shine forth; both in how you treat each other, in the way you 
help sanctify each other, in the way you raise the next generation 
for His glory… THAT GOD MAY BE GLORIFIED… that is the 
reason you exist as husband and wife 
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4. so often divorce is essentially selfish:  “she doesn’t meet my needs”  
“He doesn’t understand me”  “irreconcilable differences”… it can 
all be so selfish 

5. the best remedy to selfishness in marriage is to see your marriage as 
having been crafted by God for His own glory and pleasure 

C. Think of Divorce as Unthinkable 

1. theologically unthinkable:   

a. because the Trinity is eternal… no person of the Trinity is ever 
going to seek to get out 

b. because salvation is eternal: God has promised to never leave us 
of forsake us, so He expects us to make that same promise to 
each other 

c. AND because you gave your word, you took a VOW 

d. for all these reasons, marriage must be permanent 

2. Practically unthinkable: 

a. in this world of sin, the purpose of this standard is to protect the 
marriage from our sin natures… when two sinners come 
together to get married, their mutual sin habits will conspire to 
make life very challenging 

b. if divorce is as easy as our sin natures would make it, we would 
be tempted to throw in the towel and not work things through 

3. Therefore:  don’t mention divorce in angry moments… when you 
are having a conflict, do not bring it up as an option  

4. Obviously:  I do not remove the exception clause Christ gave… 
divorce is permissible in the case of sexual immorality… but even 
then, there should be a deep desire at reconciliation  

D. If You Are the Innocent Party 
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1.  Perhaps your spouse abandoned you… perhaps he or she was 
unfaithful to you… perhaps you fought to save the marriage and 
they were determined to leave 

2. I want you to know that God’s mercy is there for you… 
abundantly… His grace is sufficient for you 

AND it is my conviction that, if you are the innocent party in a 
divorce as Jesus describes here in Matthew 19 and in Matthew 
5, or as Paul describes in 1 Corinthians 7, then I believe you are 
free to remarry 

E. If You Have Sinned, Accept Christ’s Abundant Forgiveness 

1. I am well aware—how could I not be?—of the fact that there are 
some listening to me today who have experienced divorce… and 
perhaps you are not the innocent party;  perhaps it was your own 
sexual unfaithfulness that destroyed your marriage;  or perhaps, 
you did not understand God’s standard on divorce and got divorced 
sinfully;  and now, you have been remarried contrary to God’s 
standards 

2. Remember that God sent His Son into the world to save sinners… 
unlawful divorce and remarriage is a sin, and Christ’s blood is 
abundantly ample to cover all sin 

3. When David committed adultery with Bathsheba, murdered her 
husband, married her and settled into a sinful new life, God judged 
David by taking the life of the baby conceived; but then, when 
Bathsheba conceived again and bore David another son, Solomon, 
God called the baby, “Jedidiah”, that is “Beloved by the Lord”… 
lesson:  GOD MOVES ON… when you can’t rectify your sin, God 
wants you to make the most of your new situation 

4. therefore, though the remarriage should not have taken place, now 
that it has, God desires you to live honorably within that situation 

F. BUT Also… Tell the Truth About It When Called Upon 

1. for example, if you are discipling some young couple and the issue 
of your first marriage comes up, you can say “According to the 
standard Christ has given us, I should never have gotten a divorce 
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or been remarried.  If I had to do it again, I would do it differently.  
But God has graciously forgiven my sins and now desires me to 
live godly in my present marriage.” 

G. Bottom Line:  Marriage is a Delightful Blessing… freedom from 
divorce is one of the great blessings of a mature Christian marriage 


