
NON-PROFIT ORGANIZA-
TION 

US POSTAGE 
PAID 

PERMIT NO. 160 

South Main Baptist Church 
4300 E. Sam Houston Pkwy 
Pasadena, TX  77508-7239 

Main Events is a publication of South Main Baptist Church, Pasadena, TX. 

For more information about the ministries of this church, please call 281-487-8200  • www.southmain.org • 

 

The latest challenge to my four Auxano discipleship groups should have been easier than some of 
the other challenges    (note the emphasis on “should”). Instead of persecuting the saints with 
intense daily Bible readings followed by journaling assignments, I simply asked them to pray for 
seven minutes per day. Simple enough, right? When this amount of prayer is not a daily rhythm, 
it seems to be a complicated task. 

 

A phone call which demonstrates how seven minutes can be a challenge came from an exemplary 
church member who had timed herself when praying. As a former Lutheran with plenty of zeal 
for Jesus, she assumed that she’d pour her heart out to God and easily surpass seven minutes. To 
her surprise, she’d ran out of things to talk with Jesus about around a minute and a half.  

 

The intention of such an exercise is not make one feel like a lousy Christian. In her case, I told her 
to stop worrying about the clock. If one to two-minute conversations with Jesus seem right, then 
try that several times throughout the day. Not for the sake of legalism or flexing your spiritual 
muscles, but to grow closer to Jesus in your relationship with him. After all, the secret to knowing 
someone better is through continual, ongoing communication.  

 

Paul was getting at this same principle when he wrote, “Be thankful in all circumstances, for this 
is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus (1 Thessalonians 5:18 NLT).” If seven-minute 
prayers seem hard, try being thankful in all circumstances. For “all” circumstances would imply 
the unpleasant and difficult circumstances too. Really, Paul?!? Be grateful then? How?  

 

The answer lies in ongoing prayer. Prayer that allows you to unload your burdens, yet 
simultaneously count your blessings. It’s going to God and putting the things of life in their 
proper order with our words. In some ways, it’s much like organizing the garage or packing to 
move. People who do such things generally find they have more than they thought, when they 
were previously prone to complain of having so little. It then forces us to determine the difference 
between items of use verses baggage which occupies unnecessary space. 

 

As we march towards Thanksgiving, it might be worth trying a daily seven-minute prayer 
challenge. Throw in some things to thank God for when you feel like you are running out of 
things to talk with Jesus about. If you start to run on empty, check out our November sermon 
series: “Praying through Psalms.” The psalmists offer some extremely helpful ways to pray 
through the variety of circumstances we face.  

 

 

Daniel Crowther, Pastor 



 

If you are looking for a way to burn off a few extra calories after a big 
Thanksgiving feast, come on out and see us in the FLC. Upward basketball 
begins practices this month so please be in prayer for the 150+ children 
we have participating in that. Please also be in Prayer for the volunteer 
coaches as they set out to teach basketball and teach about Christ as 
well!  

Merry Christmas!  

- Kevin 

Mark your Calendars! 

Winter Youth Retreat is February 17-19 

More Details and Registration coming soon! 

- Brian 

The season of Advent is a sacred and special time of year. It’s a time 
of preparing our hearts for the coming of Christ. We look back to his 
birth in the stable and look forward in anticipation of his second 
coming. I look forward to celebrating the mystery of this season in 
regard to how the King of kings could leave his heavenly throne to live 
among us; aren’t we glad he did! Each Sunday of Advent we hope to 
bless and encourage you as we celebrate the hope, peace, joy and 
love we find in Christ. All generations will join us in worship. I hope 
you can attend each Sunday with us leading up to Christmas Eve, 
which will start at 4:00 & 6:00 PM. Also, we’ll have a special Sunday 
Service, at 10:45 AM, on Christmas Day. Mark your calendars for 
Sunday, December 18, at 5:30 PM, for the Sounds of the Season 
Concert brought to you by all our Children’s & Student Choirs, 
followed by special time of fellowship with cookies and hot chocolate. 
I look forward to sharing this wonderful time of year with you all. See 
you November 27, for the First Sunday of Advent. 

- Bobie 

Patti and I want to wish you all a very Merry 

Christmas! Thank you for your support and love 

shown to us and our family. 
 

There are some changes in the 
Sunday School and Worship calendar for 
December and January.  
 

December 14 - Last Wednesday Activities for 2022 

  Resume January 4 

December 25 - Sunday School will not meet 

December 25 - We encourage all family members to worship                

  together in the 10:45 service 

January 1 - Sunday School will not meet 

January 1 -  We will all gather for worship at 10:45   
   Childcare for preschoolers 3 and under 

Notes from Jeff 

 
MOPS/MOMSNEXT (Moms of Preschoolers & Moms of School Agers) 
Meeting Friday, December 2 & 16  from 9:00 - 11:00 AM 
Contact Stacey Davis at smcd1998@yahoo.com for more 
information. 
 
Ladies Game Night 
Join us for a potluck dinner ($5 for Prizes/ donations), 
prayer time, bunco in the Main Connection on Monday, 
December 12, from 6:00 - 9:00 PM. Contact Pat Debord at 
281-487-0506 for more information. 
 
**Everyone is invited to join us as Nicki Armand, from 
African Inland Missions, joins us on Wednesday, December 
14 at 6:15 PM, in the Great Hall. She will enlighten us on 
her recent time spent on mission in Chad, Africa.  
 
Upcoming ladies’ events beginning in January 
Main Women & Ezer Spring Bible Studies will begin mid 
January   
Women’s Night of Worship, Thursday, January 19 – Theme 
“Managing Life’s Clutter” 
 
Contact Trish at trish@southmain.org or at 713-419-7188 
for more information about our studies or upcoming 
events. 
 


