
 
 
 

 
 
 

ANNUAL MEETING RESULTS 
Thank you to all our SELC members who attended and voted at our Annual Congregational meeting 
yesterday after worship in the fellowship hall.  Here is a summary of what happened: 
 
I. New Leadership Approved 
Voted in by acclamation were Council: Jim Cleven (President); Sandy Hall (Vice President); Lynn 
Light (Secretary); Lynette Nowlan, (Treasurer); Dave Dechant, Becky Randall, Kalyn Kelly, & Anna 
Bratlien (Council Members at Large); Trust Fund: Jan Bowie, Nancy Hagen & Carol Jordahl.  Lay 
Eucharistic Minister: Anna Bratlien (with Carissa Bratlien). Financial Secretary: Sandy Stephenson.  
 
Continuing Incumbents: Jim Thompson (Council);  Jane Strain, Carissa Bratlien & CJ Abraham (Lay 
Eucharistic Ministers); Trustee: Monty Brandes (three other positions remain open); Trust Fund: Fred 
March & Monty Brandes. 
 
THANK YOU very much to all our former elected leaders for your faithfulness and dedication:  Janet 
Bobar (Council Secretary); Helen Perduie, Deann Sanner, & Betty Burford (Council members); Carl 
McCourt (Council member and LEM): Christie Brown, Al Henry, & Rich Radwick (Trustees); Janet 
Pressler, Glen Sanner & Becky Randall (Trust Fund members)!  
 
II.  2023 Mission Plan Budget Approved (69-4 vote) 
 
III.  New “Welcoming Statement” Approved 
After vigorous and respectful discussion, the motion to approve a new SELC “Welcoming Statement” 
that allows us to become a “Reconciling in Christ” church open to and affirming of all sexual 
orientations, gender identities & expressions, race, ethnicity, physical/mental abilities, age, and 
economic circumstances, was approved by a 63-8 vote, an 89% majority. (By comparison, the previous 
“straw poll” was 82% in favor). 
 
Thanks, and appreciation were also lifted up at the meeting for the “Becoming an Inclusive Church” 
Taskforce who led us through this process: Jim Cleven, Dave Dechant, Rebecca Dennis, Paul Gregory, 
Pastor Perry, Sandy Stephenson, Jane Strain, Barbara Williams, & Cindy Wiste.  
 
An application for formal affiliation with ReconcilingWorks, which would include SELC on a national 
list of RIC churches especially for those searching for an open and affirming congregation, will soon 
be submitted with our Welcoming Statement.  We will soon begin posting and publicizing our 
Statement and RIC status in various ways, including on our website, in our narthex, and to our Synod 
and our seminaries. 
 
We are grateful to God and to our members for moving through the process together to arrive at this 
point.  We pray that all will continue to join us in the journey to live into and live out this new 
Statement.  This is not the end of something so much as the beginning of a new chapter in the history 
of our prophetic witness and Gospel mission. 
 
As always, your leadership welcomes your thoughts and questions.    
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KINO CONFERENCE GATHERING AND DONATION OPPORTUNITY 
Our newly renamed Kino Conference of the Grand Canyon Synod of the ELCA will be gathering this coming 
Saturday, Jan. 28th, 1-3:30 pm, at Our Saviors Lutheran Church in Tucson under the theme of "Church 
Together: From Worry to Wonder."  We will be sharing our mutual challenges and opportunities for growth 
and renewal.  Several of your church leaders, including Pastor & Linda Perry, will be in attendance. 
As a practical gesture of how we can do more together than apart, attendees are invited to bring 
donations to assist in the support of a family seeking asylum who are being hosted by our sister 
congregation, San Juan Bautista, Tucson.  In addition to monetary donations, they’re particularly looking 
for diapers, diaper wipes, and baby formula (especially Similac infant formula).  If you’d like to help, 
please bring donations to the church office sometime this coming week.  Monetary donations can be made 
out to “San Juan Bautista Lutheran Church” and note “Asylum Support.” 
If you’re interested in learning more about this gathering, donating, or if you want to attend with us, 
please contact our church office. 

 
 

REV. MIGUEL GOMEZ-ACOSTA GUEST PREACHER AND FORUM LEADER 
JANUARY 29TH 

As part of the Grand Canyon Synod’s goal of connecting in meaningful ways with each congregation, Rev. 
Miguel Gomez-Acosta, Director for Evangelical Mission, and Bishop’s Associate for Congregational Vitality, 
will be joining us to offer the sermon and present and answer questions during our Adult Forum following 
worship.  Please come and welcome him as we celebrate our partnership with the wider church body!   

 
 

G.I.F.T.- FOOD SIGN-UP - NEXT GIFT WILL BE FEBRUARY 12TH! 
The Faith Formation Team is excited to have the congregation share in GIFT- Generations In Faith 
Together on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month (unless otherwise noted). We have had a positive 
response both in numbers and comments to these Sunday mornings together and people are especially 
enjoying the breakfast goodies. To help share in the providing of food, there will be a poster out on the 
patio for the next several Sundays inviting folks to bring an item or two for the next few months. You can 
choose from a variety of items to bring, e.g.- Juice, string cheese, bananas, berries, grapes, hard boiled 
eggs, egg burritos or egg casseroles, mini muffins, bagels, or donuts. Please check out the sign up and 
take a post it note with the item listed and sign your name with email and phone. It’s that simple.  Linda 
Perry will send a reminder to you via email or a phone call.  

 
 

WOMEN OF THE ELCA SPRING GATHERING 
You’ve Got the Power! Women of Hope, Courage, and Strength 

When: Saturday, March 18, 2023, from 8:30 am to 2:00 pm 
Where: Desert hills Lutheran Church (2150 S. Camino del Sol Green Valley) 

Registration Deadline: March 4, 2023  -    Cost: $10 (fee includes lunch) 
Please contact Leslie McCourt if you are interested in attending (hoping we can carpool up). 

Registration Forms will be available in front of the office and on the Website under Featured Links. 
 
 

FLOWER CHART RESERVATIONS 
The new 2023 Flower Chart is up on the bulletin board in the Narthex and ready to be filled in.  A flower 
arrangement can be donated for $ 25.00/Sunday and the Eternal Light can be donated for $25.00/month.  
The envelopes are next to the chart and once your donation is placed in the envelope and the information 
requested is filled out, you can place the envelope in the offering plate or place it in the Altar Guild 
mailbox by the office. For information contact Becky Randall.  (Note:  If you have yet to pick up your 
2023 Offering Envelopes, they’re in the Narthex or you can pick them up during normal office hours).   
 

 



 
DID YOU SIGN-UP?  

2023 GOOD NEIGHBOR ALLIANCE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
The mission of the Good Neighbor Alliance (GNA) on 7th Street, is to shelter men, women, and families 
out of homelessness and give them a second chance. GNA needs some generous and caring volunteers to 
prepare home cooked dinners for usually between 8-18 people.  Volunteer members of our church provide 
meals on the 3rd Tuesday each month. Dinners serve at 6:00 pm.  If you would like to volunteer, there is 
a blue sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the Narthex.   

For further information, call Penny Crane 520-459-0546. 
 
 

THANK YOU SO MUCH! 
A note to thank you for your kindness and generosity, and to let you know it really means a lot. 
The Kaylor Family and all the thankful rescue animals at Krazy Kritters Ranch Rescue and Sanctuary. 
 
 

THE ALTAR GUILD IS LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS--NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY! 
Our ministry is a behind-the-scenes part of the Worship Ministry in which members are responsible for 
the careful, loving preparation of the church and the altar.  Whenever there is worship, you can be sure 
that the altar guild has been there in advance preparing the space to welcome parishioners and 
newcomers alike so that all may “Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness” (Psalm 96:9).  Men, women, 
and families are welcome to serve.  Contact Lynn Light or Becky Randall for more information.  
 


