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MARY 
Luke 1:26-38 (ESV) 

LUKE 1:26-38 (ESV)  
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin 
betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And 
he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at 
the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And 
the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 And the angel answered her, “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to 
be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible 
with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” 
And the angel departed from her. 

MARY’S SITUATION: 

Luke 1:26-27 (ESV) 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city (village) of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a 
virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 

John 1:46 (ESV) 
Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 
 

GABRIEL’S PROCLAMATION: 

“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to 
discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 
have found favor with God.  

GOD’S PRESENCE IS THE ANTIDOTE TO FEAR. 
 
“FEAR NOT” IS AS MUCH AN INVITATION AS IT IS AN IMPERATIVE. 

31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will 
be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father 
David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  
(Luke 1:28-33) 

THREE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE CHILD TO BE BORN TO MARY: 

1. THE CHILD WILL LIVE FOREVER 

2. THE CHILD WILL BE THE SON OF GOD 

3. GOD WILL BECOME PROFOUNDLY VULNERABLE 
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“For whatever reason God chose to make man as he is— limited and suffering and subject to sorrows and 
death—He had the honesty and the courage to take His own medicine. He can exact nothing from man that 
He has not exacted from Himself. He has Himself gone through the whole of human experience, from the 
trivial irritations of family life and the cramping restrictions of hard work and lack of money to the worst 
horrors of pain and humiliation, defeat, despair and death. He was born in poverty and died in disgrace and 
thought it well worthwhile.” (Dorothy L. Sayers – Creed or Chaos?) 

MARY’S RESPONSE – THE IMPLICATIONS FOR TODAY 

1. SINCERE QUESTIONING 

But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 

2. SURRENDER 

35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, your 
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called 
barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the 
Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 
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