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On his robe 
and on his 
thigh he has a 
name written, 
King of kings 
and Lord of 
lords. 
REVELATION 19:16
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The final book in the Bible plays an import-

ant role in the discipleship of followers of Jesus. 

This book is a fitting conclusion of the Divinely 

inspired authoritative revelation of God’s Word to 

His followers. Revelation, or Apocalypse, literal-

ly means “the unveiling”.  What does this book 

unveil?  It unveils Jesus!  The whole point of this 

book is to reveal who Jesus is as Lord of Lord and 

King of Kings.  Every nation, tribe and tongue 

will worship Him and give Him the glory due His 

name. 

The author, John the servant of Jesus, is given 

a vision in the Spirit as he is imprisoned on the 

Island of Patmos. The key command that is given 

throughout the book is, “Look!”

We are to look at Jesus on the throne who is 

working through his people the Church. He is 

bringing redemption and judgment on the world.  

All the rebellious political, religious, and eco-

nomic powers under the control of Satan will be 

brought to destruction and judgment. The Messi-

ah, the true King, will triumph over His enemies 

and bring deliverance to His followers. 

God’s promise to his suffering and persecuted 

followers is that He is faithful to His Word and is 

victorious.  He will create a new creation where 

his people will be resurrected to reign with Him 

forever in His glory.  

This study booklet is written as a devotional. It 

is not a deep dive into all the theories and theo-

logical systems that have been developed over the 

2,000 years since John penned these words.  My 

prayer is that we would hear these Holy Spirit in-

spired words and pay attention to the clear truth 

presented in them and respond in humble worship 

and obedience to our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Introduction
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Genesis 15:4-7
4 Then the word of the Lord came to him 
(Abram): “This man will not be your heir, 
but a son who is your own flesh and blood 
will be your heir.” 5 He took him outside 
and said, “Look up at the sky and count 
the stars—if indeed you can count them.” 
Then he said to him, “So shall your off-
spring be.”
6 Abram believed the Lord, and he cred-
ited it to him as righteousness. 
7 He also said to him, “I am the Lord, who 
brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to 
give you this land to take possession of it.”
Deuteronomy 5:2
2 The Lord our God made a cove-
nant with us at Horeb. 3 It was not with 
our ana1cestors that the Lord made this 
covenant, but with us, with all of us who 
are alive here today. 4 The Lord spoke to 

you face to face out of the fire on the 
mountain.
Deuteronomy 7:7-10
7 The Lord did not set his affection on 
you and choose you because you were 
more numerous than other peoples, for 
you were the fewest of all peoples. 8 But 
it was because the Lord loved you and 
kept the oath he swore to your ancestors 
that he brought you out with a mighty 
hand and redeemed you from the land 
of slavery, from the power of Pharaoh 
king of Egypt. 9 Know therefore that 
the Lord your God is God; he is the faith-
ful God, keeping his covenant of love to 
a thousand generations of those who love 
him and keep his commandments. 10 But 
those who hate him he will repay to their 
face by destruction;  he will not be slow 
to repay to their face those who hate him.

The People  
of the Covenant 
( A B R A H A M  &  M O S E S )

W E E K  O N E   •  J A N U A R Y  2 N D

1. When we study the Bible, we have to study 

it in context and the intended meaning of the 

author as inspired by the Holy Spirit. This book 

is written in the genre of apocalyptic literature.  

It follows the tradition of Daniel, Ezekiel, and 

Zechariah in the Old Testament.  

2. Apocalyptic literature is a powerful form of 

communication that uses pictures, metaphors, 

and symbols to awaken us to a deeper reality 

than how things would appear from purely a 

physical standpoint.  Descriptive pictures allow 

us to see a deeper reality to the way things are 

in the real world, both spiritual and physical.  

The most literal way to read Apocalyptic litera-

ture is to search for the meaning of the picture 

to understand how things are.  It uses picture 

language to describe true past, present, and fu-

ture reality.

3. We must read Revelation with humility 

and be conscious of our personal agendas and 

presuppositions, including preferred theologi-

cal frameworks.

4. We must read Revelation with an under-

standing of the Old Testament and the rest of 

the New Testament.  It is not new or different 

from what the rest of Scripture teaches. It only 

deepens it and unveils it to us in greater ways.

5. We must read Revelation with John’s stat-

ed purpose (v.1-4) of a message to be read aloud 

to the first century Christians who were suffer-

ing and being persecuted for their faith in Jesus 

(v.9). They needed encouragement and hope in 

Jesus, just as we do today!

6. As we read Revelation, we need to be 

aware of our Western cultural biases of linear 

chronological thinking that is devoid of sym-

bolic meaning of numbers.  John wrote from 

an Eastern, Hebrew cultural understanding of 

non-linear thinking with numbers having rep-

resentative value and power. This is in line with 

much of the Old Testament thinking.  

7. Because Revelation was meant to be read 

aloud in the church (v.3), we must focus on the 

clarity of the truth of the main points and not 

get lost in all the theoretical speculations that 

abound. Let’s keep the main thing the main 

thing! “Blessed are those who hear what is writ-

ten in it, because the time is near” (v.3).

Important Considerations  
in reading the Book of Revelation

5
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WEEK ONE   •   JANUARY 8TH

It’s about Jesus 
REVELATION 1:1-20

The first command we are to pay attention 

to in this book is found in verse 7. It tells us to 

“look”.  What are we too look at?  John tells 

us, “He is coming with the clouds” and He is 

“among the lampstands someone like a son of 

man”.  Both of these descriptions come from 

the book of Daniel (7:13).  John is given a clearer 

image of this “son of man” as he is in the Spir-

it on a Sunday. This person has a voice like a 

trumpet, a robe reaching his feet, a golden sash 

around his chest, hair white like wool, and eyes 

on fire. His feet bronze on fire, and his voice 

like the rushing waters.  In his right hand are 

seven stars and out of His mouth comes a sharp 

doubled edged sword.  His face is like the sun 

shining in all its brilliance. 

Who is this person?

This is a command to look at Jesus. To gaze 

upon His beauty, power, and authority.  

Like so many things, we often want to turn 

everything into a story about us. In my years 

as a Pastor, I have witnessed many people use 

the book of Revelation as an opportunity to 

promote their insight, theories, and knowledge 

about end times.  This is a grievous tragedy be-

cause it misses the whole point.

We are to look at Jesus.  If we do, we will, like 

John, fall at His feet like dead people.  It will be 

unveiled to us that the story is not about us, but 

it is about Jesus. His glory and His Name. 

He says, “I am the living One; I was dead, and 

look, I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the 

keys of death and Hades” (v.18).

Will you look at Jesus?

1. To interpret Revelation correctly why is it 

so crucial to take the stated purpose and audi-

ence of the author seriously (v.1-5)?  What is the 

danger of ignoring this stated purpose?

2. What is the significance of the first com-

mand to look?  How many times do the words 

look, see, seen, and saw show up in the first 

chapter of Revelation? What is the importance 

of this emphasis in the book of Revelation?

3. What stands out to you in the description 

of Jesus Christ?  How do each of these descrip-

tions point to who Jesus is? How do these pic-

tures help us look and give us greater under-

standing of who Jesus is? 

4. What are the “I am” statements of Jesus in 

this chapter?  What is the significance of each of 

these statements in helping us to look at Jesus?

5. What do we learn about ourselves in John’s 

response to Jesus?  How are you responding to 

who Jesus is?
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Joshua 3:9-13
9 Joshua said to the Israelites, “Come here 
and listen to the words of the Lord your 
God. 10 This is how you will know that the 
living God is among you and that he will 
certainly drive out before you the Ca-
naanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Gir-
gashites, Amorites and Jebusites. 11 See, 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord of 
all the earth will go into the Jordan 
ahead of you. 12 Now then, choose twelve 
men from the tribes of Israel, one from 
each tribe. 13 And as soon as the priests 
who carry the ark of the Lord—the Lord 
of all the earth—set foot in the Jordan, 
its waters flowing downstream will be cut 
off and stand up in a heap.”
Joshua 24: 24-28
24 And the people said to Joshua, “We will 
serve the Lord our God and obey him.”
25 On that day Joshua made a covenant for 
the people, and there at Shechem he reaf-
firmed for them decrees and laws. 26 And 

Joshua recorded these things in the 
Book of the Law of God. Then he took a 
large stone and set it up there under the 
oak near the holy place of the Lord.
27 “See!” he said to all the people. “This 
stone will be a witness against us. It has 
heard all the words the Lord has said to 
us. It will be a witness against you if you 
are untrue to your God.”
28 Then Joshua dismissed the people, each 
to their own inheritance.

The Promised  
Land, Joshua, and 
Disobedience
W E E K  T W O   •  J A N U A R Y  9 T H

Thou hast made us 
for thyself, O Lord, 
and our heart is 
restless until it finds 
its rest in thee.

Augustine of Hippo,  
Confessions
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WEEK T WO   •   JANUARY 15TH

The Church of  
Jesus in the World
REVELATION 2:1-29

In order to hear, see, and receive the unveil-

ing in Revelation, we have to start with Jesus.  

Once we have looked at Jesus then we can right-

ly understand our part of the story.  I believe the 

hardest thing for us to accept is that we are not 

the center or heroes of the story. In fact, this 

book is not written to individuals rather to the 

seven churches (Rev. 1:4).  God’s purpose has al-

ways been to gather a people who will bear his 

Name and dwell in His presence to be His tem-

ple, body, and bride (Exodus 19:5-6; Ezekiel 37; 

1 Cor. 3:16; 1 Timothy 3:15).  This is the meaning 

of the picture of the lampstands in Revelation.  

Revelation unveils that our part of the story is 

belonging to His church.  We are the Ekklessia, 

the called out gathering of worshipping people 

of Jesus. Called to be faithful in the midst of the 

unfolding story of God in the world. Lampstands 

are shining and giving light to the world.  Jesus 

told his disciples that “you are the light of the 

world (Matthew 5). Seven is a number of com-

pleteness. These seven churches are a represen-

tation of all the churches that will exist until the 

future coming of Jesus.  The seven churches are 

the recipients of the unveiling of Jesus because 

they are His witnesses in the world until He 

comes in judgment.  Notice that the recipients 

Jesus rebukes, commands, and encourages are 

corporate, but this does not let us off the hook 

individually.  We each have a specific calling to 

be part of completing the faithfulness of the 

church to live out the corporate calling to be 

overcoming witnesses of Jesus Christ.  We are 

our brothers and sisters’ keepers.  “Whoever has 

ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches” (Rev. 2:29).

--------------------------------------------------------------

1. This book was written to and for the 7 

churches.  In order to interpret Revelation cor-

rectly, we have to be part of the church of Je-

sus.  Why is this so important to understand and 

obey the command to look?

2. What is similar in the messages to the 

churches in Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, and 

Thyatira?

3. What is unique in the messages to each 

church?

4. What are the corrections given to the 

churches? What are the promises given?

5. What are the commands to be obeyed? How 

are you obeying these commands as part of the 

church?



9



10

WEEK THREE   •   JANUARY 22 ND

The Church of  
Jesus in the World
REVELATION 3:1-22

Jesus final message to the seventh church 

sums up an invitation which I believe can be 

given to all churches everywhere.  “Here I am! 

I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears 

my voice and opens the door, I will come in 

and eat with that person, and they with me” 

(Revelation 3:20).  To the first church, Jesus 

called them to repentance to return to their 

first love in Him, and now to the last church 

he invites the church to fellowship with Him.  

This sums up His message to all the churches.  

It is a message of repentance, renewal of our 

love, and life in Jesus.  It is the message we 

need today at Rimrock Church.  

So, what do we do? How do we repent? How 

can we be renewed?

Let’s start with His first command. Look!  

Do we hear His voice calling to us?  Do we 

desire Him above all else? If not, we must 

repent of our sin and receive His grace and 

power to do the things He has called us to do.  

To devote ourselves to worship, to the Word, 

prayer, fellowship, breaking of bread, obedi-

ence, generosity towards each other in love 

(Acts 2:42).  

Jesus has a special promise to all the 

churches that are victorious and overcome.  

May we be overcoming people by the grace 

given to us by the blood of the lamb!

--------------------------------------------------------------

1. What is the significance of Revelation be-

ing given specifically to the churches instead 

of the individual?  Why is this important?

2. What is similar in the messages to Sardis, 

Philadelphia, and Laodicea?

3. What is unique in the messages to each 

church?

4. What are the corrections given to the 

churches? What are the promises given?

5. What are the commands to be obeyed? 

How are you obeying these commands as part 

of the church?
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WEEK FOUR  •   JANUARY 29TH

Jesus on the Throne
REVELATION 4:1-11

It is about Jesus!  Chapter 4 of Revelation 

reminds us that the whole story of everything 

is centered on God the Father, Son, and Spir-

it who alone are to receive glory and honor 

and power.  In this way the story unveiled in 

Revelation is not chronological from a human 

perspective but rather concentric in its orien-

tation towards God on the throne.  Revelation 

unveils that everything has its being and exis-

tence from this reality (Acts 17:24-28).  Jesus 

says, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First 

and Last, the Beginning and the End” (Revela-

tion 22:13).

Our stories, our human story, is centered on 

this reality that God is on the throne.  This re-

ality changes how we go through suffering and 

hardship and an uncertain future as finite be-

ings.  When we wonder what and why things are 

happening, we can find comfort and strength in 

what is being revealed. God is on the heavenly 

throne. God has power and authority over all 

things and is working all things together for 

good (Romans 8:28).  Revelation 4 also unveils 

that our place in human history is glorious.  All 

creation and creatures have a part in the sto-

ry.  The 24 Elders represent the people of God, 

past, present, and future.  The people of faith 

in Israel and the church.  All the true children 

of Abraham are worshippers.  This unveils that 

our greatest calling is to worship Him who is on 

the throne!  “They lay their crowns before the 

throne and say: you are worthy our Lord and 

God, to receive glory, honor, and power for you 

created all things, and by your will they were 

created and have their being” (Revelation 4:10-

11).

--------------------------------------------------------------

1. How does life change when we realize our 

story is part of a bigger story about God on 

the throne in heaven?  How do we read Reve-

lation differently when we understand it’s not 

chronological but rather concentric on God’s 

rule over all things?

2. How does Revelation 4 change the way we 

think about the future (v.1)?  Why do we spend 

so much time worrying about the future? How 

should we think about the future as followers 

of Jesus?

3. What does it mean to “look” upon the 

throne of God?  What does this throne scene 

unveil about who God is?  

5. What is our role in Revelation 4?  What 

does it mean to be a worshipper? How does 

this look in your life? How does this impact 

how we think about the church and our role in 

the church?

6. What are the promises to be kept and 

commands to be obeyed in Revelation 4?
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WEEK FIVE  •   FEBRUARY 5TH

Jesus on the Throne. 
"as if a lamb had been slain"
 REVELATION 5:1-14 

Remember the first command in Revelation? 

It is to look. Revelation 5 is all about seeing re-

ality as it really is with God on the throne.  We 

must see God as He really is, not in our own 

imagination, ideal, or self-image, but as He re-

ally is.  John tells us he saw, “A lamb, looking 

as if it had been slain, standing at the center of 

the throne, encircled by the four living creature 

and the elders”.  

John was weeping because he could not open 

the scroll. No one was found worthy to open 

the scroll or look inside.  But see, the Lion of 

the tribe of Judah, the root of David, has tri-

umphed. He is able to open the scroll!

Now can we see that we are not the center 

of the story?  Can we see who Jesus is?  He is 

the lion and the lamb.  He is the Alpha and the 

Omega.  He is the root of David and the Lord of 

the church.  He alone is worthy.

How is He worthy?  John hears this response, 

“You are worthy to take the scroll and open its 

seals, and with your blood you purchased for 

God persons from every tribe and language and 

people and nation. You have made them to be a 

kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they 

will reign on the earth” (v.9-10).   He is worthy 

because of who He is, and what He has done.  

We will recognize His worth because of our 

story of redemption and purpose as co-heirs 

with Christ.  We were created by Him to have 

dominion over the creation, to “reign on the 

earth”.  In knowing Jesus, we discover our own 

identity, purpose, and destiny. He is worthy!

--------------------------------------------------------------

1. What is the significance of interpreting the 

book of Revelation through the lens of Chap-

ters 4-5 (God on the throne)? 

2. What is the significance of Jesus being 

described as the Lion of Judah, but also as “a 

lamb, looking as if it had been slain”?  What is 

the significance of the Lamb being at the center 

of the throne?  

3. What is the meaning and significance of 

“being worthy”?  Why is this such a big deal in 

having access to the scroll?  Why are we unwor-

thy?

4. What makes Jesus worthy to open the 

scroll?  

5. What is the good news for us in Revelation 

5? What are the promises we can hold onto?
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WEEK SIX  •   FEBRUARY 12 TH

The Great  
Tribulation  
in the World -- 
The Seals
REVELATION 6:1-8:5

If we remember to listen to Revelation con-

centrically with Jesus on the Throne rather 

than in our western chronological bias, we can 

begin to see that the purpose of Revelation is 

deeper than an end times chart.  It is unveiling 

the reality that God is the center of all things. 

Jesus is on the throne and alone is worthy of 

worship, honor, power, and glory.  Revelation 

6 begins to unveil to us the story of mankind 

apart from God.  We rightly refer to this as the 

great tribulation. The Lamb opens the seals so 

that human history can be understood in light 

of God’s purpose.  Paul reminds us in Romans 

this truth of God’s wrath. 
21 For although they knew God, they neither 

glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, 

but their thinking became futile and their foolish 

hearts were darkened. 22 Although they claimed 

to be wise, they became fools  23  and exchanged 

the glory of the immortal God for images made 

to look like a mortal human being and birds and 

animals and reptiles.
24 Therefore God gave them over  in the sin-

ful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity 

for the degrading of their bodies with one an-

other.  25  They exchanged the truth about God 

for a lie,  and worshiped and served created 

things rather than the Creator—who is forever 

praised. Amen.”

Paul speaks in both the past and present 

tense in Romans.  This time of “giving over” 

throughout human history continues to the 

very end of the age when the day of the Lord 

will come (future).  This time of the tribulation 

is marked by God giving mankind over to their 

own desires and passions and the ravages of a 

creation under a curse.  It is clear in Revela-

tion that during this time there is a Christian 

witness. The Christian martyrs whose blood is 

spilled during this time cry out, “how long, Sov-

ereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge the 

inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?” 

(v.10).  There is a multitude that no one can 

count from every nation, tribe, people, and lan-

guage who worship God on the throne who live 

through the tribulation of the seals (v.14). 
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1. What do you observe about the opening of 

the seals and who says, “come” to the horses?

2. What do each of the first four horses ac-

complish?  How have you seen these things 

already play out in human history and/or cur-

rently being played out?  How does this help us 

understand the future reality of tribulation in 

the human story of sin apart from God?

3. What is different about the fifth seal?  

What is the significance of the martyr’s prayer?

4. How are the fifth and sixth seals different 

from the first five?  How do people respond to 

the wrath of God?

5. During the time of the seals, we are told 

about 144,000 people from the tribes of Israel 

and a multitude that no one could count from 

every nation, tribe, people, and language.  What 

do we learn about these people?  How do they 

worship God? What is God’s promise for His 

people who live through the time of the seals 

(v.15-17)?

6. What do you observe about the seventh 

seal? What is the significance of silence in 

heaven? How should we understand the reality 

of prayer from the seventh seal?
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WEEK SE VEN  •   FEBRUARY 19TH

The Great  
Tribulation in  
the World -- 
The Trumpets
REVELATION 8:6-11:19 

After the description of the opening of the 

seals, we are given insight into the seven trum-

pets.  Again, this is a time in the human story 

(future) when the wrath of God is revealed not 

only by the giving over to sin, but also the de-

struction of the earth and loss of human life.  

Over and over a third of humanity, earth, sky, 

and light are consumed by the wrath of God.  

Halfway through the trumpets an angel calls out 

in a loud voice, “Woe! Woe! Woe to the inhabi-

tants of the earth” (v.13).  Revelation unveils that 

even in the reality of the woes, even in the face 

of the greatest tragedies and disasters that will 

be unleashed on humanity, people will still not 

“look” and see the reality of God on the throne 

and worship him.  John says, “The rest of man-

kind who were not killed by these plagues still 

did not repent of the work of their hands; they 

did not stop worshiping demons, and idols of 

gold, silver, bronze, stone and wood-idols that 

cannot see or hear or walk. Nor did they repent 

of their murders, their magic arts, their sexual 

immorality or their thefts (Revelation 9:20-21).  

There are many theories about the timing 

of the great tribulation. The truth is, the Bible 

is not clear on the timing of the events. That 

is why there is disagreement between sincere 

and humble students of the Word.  What we 

do know is that there are many disasters in the 

past, today, and in the future and many people 

still refuse to “look” and believe in the Lamb 

(Luke 13:4).  We do know that God sends wit-

nesses (the church) into the world to prophesy 

and proclaim to the world that “today is the day 

of salvation” and “repent for the Kingdom of 

God is at hand”.  This is true of Israel in the past 

and in the church of today.  The two witnesses 

described in Revelation 11:1-14 remind us of the 

calling of Israel and the present witness of the 

church but also point to the reality of the future 

witness of God’s holiness and salvation in the 

time of wrath as well.  
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1. What do you observe in the first four trum-

pet blasts?  How does only destroying a third of 

everything show God’s mercy?  

2. What do you observe about the fifth and 

sixth trumpet blasts? What do verses 20-21 of 

chapter 9 reveal about God’s intention?  What 

do they reveal about the human heart?

3. What do you observe in Chapter 10?  How 

does God’s sending preachers and prophetic wit-

ness in the world reveal his mercy (v.7,11)?  How 

does the description in verse 9 help us under-

stand why prophetic ministry so difficult?  Read 

Ezekiel 3:1-27; Isaiah 6:8-13; Jeremiah 1:4-19.

4. Revelation 11 is rooted in the O.T prophesy 

of Zechariah 4. What do you observe about the 

role of the two witnesses?  How does the world 

respond to the prophetic ministry of the wit-

nesses?

5. What do you observe about the 7th trum-

pet?  What does it mean that the kingdom of the 

world has become the Kingdom of our Lord and 

of the Messiah? Why is this significant in our 

understanding of salvation?  How does this re-

veal the purpose of God even in His wrath?  How 

do we see redemption and mercy even in God’s 

judgment?  How does the judgment of God re-

veal the love of God for His people that worship 

Him?
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WEEK EIGHT  •   FEBRUARY 26 TH

God’s Story  
Unfolding  
in the World
REVELATION 12:1-13:18  

John does not see things in chronological or-

der but rather in light of Jesus’ message to the 

seven churches. This is a message of encour-

agement even in suffering and persecution be-

cause the Lamb is on the throne. In chapters 

12-13 we are reminded of the story of Israel 

and the Christmas story of the incarnation of 

God’s Word (John 1) and how the enemies of 

Jesus come to try and destroy Him and His fol-

lowers.  John is clear that he is not speaking of 

a single woman, but of a “great sign” in heav-

en.  This picture of the woman in Revelation 12 

helps us understand God’s purpose in the story 

of Israel and the role of Mary to give birth to 

the Messiah (v.5; Psalm2).  

These chapters also give us a picture of 

the unfolding drama of God’s story in human 

history.  We are given a view of the heavenly 

struggle between good (Holy Trinity) and evil 

(an evil trinity). Yet over it all is the sovereign, 

purposeful will of God that cannot be thwart-

ed even by the worst thing evil can throw at 

it.  God’s people become the objects of Sa-

tan’s wrath in his failure to oppose God him-

self.  Because evil is defeated, its dying gasps 

are pointed at making God’s people suffer in 

its downfall. It says of Satan, “He is filled with 

fury because he knows his time is short” (v.12).  

Revelation 13 reveals that Satan’s strategy is to 

raise up two beasts to exercise authority over 

the earth for 42 months.  The first beast is 

worshiped and gains the devotion of the peo-

ple of the world through a miraculous healing. 

This is religion apart from Jesus, led by an an-

ti-Christ. The second beast was given author-

ity over the governance, commerce, and busi-

ness of the world. This is human government, 

economy, and culture apart from Jesus, led 

by a false-prophet. Both beasts are connected 

and in unison and are given authority by Sa-

tan himself.  The number of the beast is the 

number of man (6) which is distinct from the 

number of God (7).  “This calls for wisdom…

and insight to calculate” (Rev. 13:18).
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1. What clues are given in chapter 12 of the 

identity of the woman (crown of 12 stars)?  

John clearly sees a connection between the 

story of the people of Israel and the prophetic 

ministry of the church in the world today and 

in the future. 

2. What does John point out in the Christ-

mas story that the other gospel writers did not 

(v.2-6)?

3. Read Luke 10:18 and Isaiah 14:12. How 

does Jesus describe this event of Satan’s down-

fall from Heaven?

4. According to verse 11, how is Satan defeat-

ed?  

5. What does it look like to live in that victo-

ry of the blood of the lamb, word of our testi-

mony, and not shrink from death ( v.11)?

6. What is the significance of the believer be-

ing described as “those who keep God’s com-

mands and hold fast to their testimony about 

Jesus” (v.17)? 

7. What commands do we need to obey? How 

are you holding fast to your testimony of Jesus 

today?
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WEEK NINE  •   MARCH 5TH

The End of  
the Tribulation 
REVELATION 14:1-20

There is good news in the book of Revelation. 

Jesus is coming back. This is really good news 

for everyone who worships the lamb on the 

throne.  Really good news for everyone whose 

name is written in the lamb’s book of life. Re-

ally good news for those who do not take the 

mark of the beast.  Really good news for those 

who have suffered and given testimony to the 

authority of the Lamb even at the cost of their 

own lives and are willing to spill their blood 

for the one who is worthy to open the scroll.  

Revelation 14 tells us that there are 144,000 re-

deemed from the earth who sound like a roar 

of rushing water. A new song is sung as they 

are purchased of God, the first fruits offering 

to God and to the lamb, those who have come 

through the tribulation.

There is good news that the tribulation will 

come to an end.  The angel declares to every 

nation, tribe, language, and people, “fear God 

and give him glory, because the hour of his 

judgment has come. Worship him who made 

the heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs 

of water” (Revelation 14:7).  There is good news 

for God’s people that harvest time has come.

This harvest is really bad news for the peo-

ple of Babylon. The followers and worshipers of 

the beast, the prophet, and the devil will have 

to give an account for their rebellion. This will 

be the harvest Jesus told his disciples about at 

the end of the age when the wheat would be 

separated from the tares (Matthew 13).  

The good news is that there is blood spilled 

that can cover the sins of all men on earth. The 

blood of Jesus is sufficient to cover all sin for 

those who receive Him (Hebrews 10:19-25). 

The bad news is that those who do not receive 

Jesus as Lord and place their faith in Him will 

suffer the wrath of God for their own sin and 

rebellion.  Their blood will be spilled according 

to God’s just judgment of their sin and rebel-

lion (Hebrews 10:26-31).
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1. What do you observe about the 144,000 

who come through the tribulation?  

2. What is the significance of the gospel 

shared by the first angel to every nation, tribe, 

language and people (v.7)?  How is this good 

news?  What do we learn about God and our 

need for God?

3. What is the significance of the message of 

the second angel (v.8)?  How is this good news 

for God’s people?

4. What do we learn about the “cup of God’s 

wrath” (v.10)?  How did Jesus drink from this 

cup on the cross (John 18:11)?

5. What is the significance of the message of 

the third angel (v.10)?  What is the significance 

of drinking from the cup of God’s wrath with-

out Jesus’ intervention in our lives?

6. What do you observe about God’s wrath 

and judgement on those who worship the 

beast?

7. Is there a command for us to obey or a 

promise to hold onto in this chapter?
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WEEK TEN  •   MARCH 12 TH

The Bowls  
of Wrath
REVELATION  15:1-16:21

John is allowed to see “another great and 

marvelous sign” in heaven.  This last sign is the 

final pouring out of God’s wrath. Seven last 

plagues are unleashed on earth to overcome 

and provide victory for God’s people.  “Then 

one of the four living creatures gave to the 

seven angels seven golden bowls filled with 

the wrath of God, who lives forever and ever. 

And the temple was filled with smoke from the 

glory of God and from his power” (Revelation 

15:7-8).  

Chapter 16 is difficult to read. In this unveil-

ing, we are able to see the full weight of God’s 

justice on a world that has fought against him. 

We are reminded of the plagues God sent upon 

Egypt and the hardening of Pharoah’s heart. 

Again, we see the hardening of people’s hearts 

against God. “They refused to repent of what 

they had done” (v.11). Not only do they refuse 

to repent but they further align themselves 

against God with demonic forces, “they go 

out to the kings of the whole world, to gath-

er them for battle on the great day of God Al-

mighty” (v.14).  Even during this time of great 

terror and judgment there is an opportunity 

for repentance (v.15). Yet like that Pharoah of 

old, the people choose to curse God (v.21) in-

stead of bow their knees and confess with their 

mouths that Jesus is the King of Kings and 

Lord of Lords.  

1. What parallels do you observe in these 

chapters in Revelation and the Exodus story of 

Israel being delivered from Egypt (Exodus 6:1-

12; 7-12)?

2. What is the significance of the song of 

God’s people being sung with the people of Is-

rael (v.3-4)? 

3. How do these judgments reveal God’s mer-

cy? How do they reveal His justice?

4. What are people’s responses to God’s 

wrath?  

5. What is your response to the unveiling of 

God’s judgment on the rebellion and hardening 

of their hearts against God? 
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WEEK ELE VEN  •   MARCH 19TH

The Judgment of  
Babylon, the Beast,  
and the Prophet
REVELATION 17:1-18:24; 19:11-21

In contrast to the woman revealed in Chap-

ter 12 we are now shown another woman who 

sits on a beast. This woman is called a prosti-

tute and intoxicated with the wine of her adul-

teries.  Her name is, “Babylon the Great” and 

she is drunk on the blood of God’s holy peo-

ple.  At the end of the chapter, we are told this 

woman is “the great city that rules over the 

kings of the earth”.   This is the city of Babel 

(Genesis 11). The great human experiment in 

living apart from God in human strength and 

rebellion against God.  John tells us that this 

city “once was, now is not, and yet will come”.  

This is the man-centered way of life apart from 

God. These human kings and kingdoms will 

all wage war against the Lamb, but the Lamb 

will triumph over them “because He is Lord of 

Lords and King of Kings” (Revelation 17:14).   

Babylon is the city of man opposed to God 

under the authority of the beast, the proph-

et, and the Devil.  Revelation 18 unveils that 

a day of judgment is coming upon Babylon. 

Throughout the Bible story, this is referred 

to as the “Day of the Lord”.  Until this time it 

seemed that Babylon would win but Revelation 

reminds us that things are not as they seem.  

Babylon does not win, rather Jesus triumphs 

and throws Babylon down with such violence 

that the “great city of Babylon will be thrown 

down, never to be found again” (Revelation 

18:21).     

Jesus is coming back to earth. He is unveiled 

not only as the lamb on the throne as one 

slain, but also as the warrior King whose robe 

is dipped in blood, whose name is the Word of 

God (Revelation 19:11-16).  This is the unveiling 

of the reality of who Jesus is as King of Kings 

and Lord of Lords. He is not only the crucified 

one, but the conquering resurrected one with 

all authority and power over all things. He will 

judge the world with righteous justice. Come 

Lord Jesus come!



27

1. Revelation 17-19 reminds us that Satan’s 

strategy of using the beast and prophet to de-

stroy God’s people fails. How does the woman 

described in Revelation 17 reveal the reality of 

the world apart from God?  Why is her sin de-

scribed as “adulteries”?

2. What is the significance of humanity living 

apart from God described as a city?  How does 

the name Babylon help us understand the iden-

tity of these human kingdoms under the author-

ity of the Devil (v.18)?

3. What do you observe about Babylon’s 

downfall and judgment (chapter 18)?  What is 

God’s people’s response to her downfall (Rev. 

18:20; 19:1-10)? What is the response of those 

who live in Babylon (v.9-10)?  What does the 

contrast of these responses tell us about the im-

portance of the object of our worship and trust?

4. What do we learn about Jesus as the King 

of Kings and Lord of Lords who brings judg-

ment on Babylon (Rev. 19:11-21)? What is the fate 

of the beast and the false prophet (v.20)?

5. What commands do we need to obey or 

which promises should we to hold onto?
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WEEK T WELVE  •   MARCH 26 TH

The Marriage  
Supper of the Lamb  
REVELATION 19:1-10

Jesus taught his disciples that the Kingdom 

of God is like a wedding feast.  In fact, this is 

the ultimate conclusion of God’s purpose in the 

world.  We often wonder why so many bad and 

evil things happen. Why is there so much suf-

fering and death in the world and in our lives. 

The Bible never fully explains the why, but it 

does reveal the purpose for all these things. As 

Romans proclaims, “God is working all things 

together for good for those who love him”.  Rev-

elation 19 reveals to us this ultimate purpose, 

that the people of God might be united with the 

one who loves them and desires to dwell with 

them. They are His people, His bride. We were 

created to know God and love him and glorify 

him and enjoy him forever.  

There is a day of clarity coming. Our lives and 

the whole human story will make perfect sense 

as we see the judgment of God and the beauty 

of His wedding feast and our marriage to Him. 

Our voices will join in the great chorus of ever 

person who loves and trusts the Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit, “Hallelujah! For our Lord God 

Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and be glad and 

give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has 

come, and his bride has made herself ready. Fine 

linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear” 

(Revelation 19:6-8).  Everything will be alright!

--------------------------------------------------------------

1. Why is the central image of God on the 

throne in Revelation so important for us in our 

lives (v.4)?

2. What do you observe in the four hallelujahs 

of God’s people (v.1,3,4,6) in response to who 

God is?

3. How is God described in these verses and 

how are God’s people described? What does this 

teach us about our identity and God’s purpose 

in our lives?

4. What is the significance of the statement 

“blessed are those who are invited to the wed-

ding supper of the Lamb!”?  How does this in-

spire us in our ultimate purpose and destiny as 

followers of Jesus? 

5. What are the commands to be obeyed and 

promises to be held onto in these verses?
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WEEK THIRTEEN  •   APRIL 2 ND

The 1,000-Year Reign
REVELATION 20:1-15

It’s funny how these few verses have caused 

so much disunity among Christians because we 

don’t have a clear timeline. It’s maybe not actu-

ally funny. But it is ironic that the good news 

we all long for would somehow lead us to dis-

unity among ourselves. This should not be. It 

is good to explore and seek out the meaning of 

Scripture with our whole minds, but we should 

never substitute a theory or theological system 

for the truth.  The truth is that Jesus conquers 

the dragon, the ancient serpent, the devil, Sa-

tan.  The source of so much evil and suffering 

in our lives and in our world will be defeated. 

We should rejoice together in this truth!  

The truth is God’s followers who were mar-

tyred (Rev. 20:4) for Jesus’ sake will reign with 

Jesus for a set period of time, 1,000 years!  This 

is called the first resurrection when every be-

liever will join Jesus on earth to usher in a time 

of peace and righteousness on earth (Isaiah 11).  

We should rejoice in this truth!

The truth is this period is a set time with a 

clear end.  At the end of this time Satan will 

be released on the earth to raise up an army to 

march against God and his people. God wins 

again with fire from heaven and the Devil is 

thrown into a burning lake of sulfur along with 

the beast and the false prophet.  There they will 

remain for ever and ever. We should rejoice in 

this truth!

The truth is that every person who has ever 

lived will stand before God’s Throne and His 

judgment. This is the second resurrection. The 

deeds of every person will be judged by God.  

Anyone whose name is not found in the Lamb’s 

book of life will be thrown in to the Lake of 

Fire along with death itself. This is the second 

death.  We should rejoice in the truth of God’s 

perfect judgment and justice which gives us 

freedom to walk in forgiveness and love in our 

time on earth!  

We are given four truths and left with many 

questions that don’t have clear answers from 

Scripture. Beware of those who claim to have 

secret knowledge of a timeline and under-

standing of what is not clear in Scripture. The-

ories abound about these questions. We are 

not God and we should accept that we won’t 

know all the answers to all the questions.  Re-

member that no one was found worthy to open 

the scroll.  Do we trust the Lamb who alone is 

worthy to open the scroll? Will your name be 

written in the Lamb’s book of Life?  These are 

the important questions we should be seeking 

answers to that have clear answers given to us 

in God’s Word.  
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1. What are the key things that will happen 

during this millennial kingdom of Jesus (v.1-6)?  

2. How will the world change without the 

presence of Satan to deceive the nations any-

more (v.2-3)?

3. What will happen at the end of this 1,000 

year time of peace?  Why do you think God gives 

the nations another opportunity to worship 

Him or rebel against him just like he gave Adam 

and Eve?  What is the significance of God giving 

choice to people to worship and love Him?

4. How does the judgment of God on the great 

white throne change the way we live and view 

people?  How does knowing every person is an 

everlasting being change how we view people?

5. How are people judged on the “day of the 

Lord” (v.13)?  How should we examine our be-

liefs and deeds in light of these truths?

6. Who is thrown into the “lake of fire”?  

7. What commands do we need to obey and 

which truths should we hold onto in this chap-

ter of Revelation?
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WEEK FOURTEEN  •   APRIL 9TH

The New Creation 
Revealed   REVELATION 21

Isaiah 56:17 declares, “See, I will create a new 

earth. The former things will not be remembered, 

nor will they come to mind. But be glad and rejoice 

forever in what I will create, for I will create Jeru-

salem to be a delight and its people a joy”.  

The first command remains for us at the end 

of Revelation, Look! (v.3).  We are to look at the 

promise of God fulfilled, “God’s dwelling place 

is now among the people, and he will dwell 

with them. They will be his people, and God 

himself will be with them and be their God” 

(v.3).  This is God’s greatest promise and our 

greatest hope (Ezekiel 37:27-28). So, what is 

our hope?  

There is a resurrection of new life in God.  

Heaven is less about a place, though it is a 

place, and more about a Person who creates 

and gives life. The Christian longing is for God 

himself. He is the treasure. He is our hope, He 

is our light and life. Remember Jesus’ invita-

tion to the seven churches?  

Notice the city is not a man-made city like 

Babylon. Rather this is a God-made city. The 

city is a picture of the people of God (1 Cor-

inthians 3:16) and God himself is the temple, 

sun, moon. Remember Jesus’ rebukes, encour-

agement, and promises to the seven churches?  

Everything the city needs God provides.  The 

gates will never be shut and there will be no 

night (1 John 1:5).  The nations will walk by its 

light and the splendor, glory, and honor of the 

nations will be brought to God’s city. 

Easter is our reminder of the reality of res-

urrection.  Things are not as they seem right 

now.  Revelation reminds us that God’s resur-

rection power wins over evil, sin, and death.  

And that new life will be created and sustained 

by God himself.  The resurrection of Jesus is 

our greatest hope.  “Because he lives, we too 

shall live” (John 14:19).  
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1. How do we see resurrection hope in Reve-

lation 21?  What is stirred up in your soul when 

you hear the words, “I am making everything 

new!”?

2. What is the significance of the promise 

that, “God’s dwelling place is now among peo-

ple, and he will dwell with them” (v.3)?  How 

does your heart long for this new reality? What 

are the signs of this yearning in your heart?

3. What is the contrast between those who 

yearn for God and those who reject God’s in-

vitation (v.6-8)?  Why is God’s promise to give 

to everyone what they truly want significant 

(presence with Him or separation)?

4. What do you observe in the description of 

the new city created by God?  Why is the state-

ment that there is “no temple” (v.22) so signif-

icant?  

5. What command is there to obey and which 

promises to hold onto in Revelation 21?
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WEEK FIF TEEN  •   APRIL 16 TH

The New Creation 
Revealed   REVELATION 22

The book of Revelation ends with the same 

command it started with. “Look, I am coming 

soon!” says Jesus.  Will we look at Jesus?  Will 

we pray with David in Psalm 27,

 “One thing I ask from the Lord,

    this only do I seek:

that I may dwell in the house of the Lord

    all the days of my life,

to gaze on the beauty of the Lord

    and to seek him in his temple.”

Revelation unveils the reality of God’s 

dwelling place and the invitation to live and 

reign with Him for all of eternity as His creat-

ed image bearers. Those that love God are told 

that we will finally see our greatest longing, 

“They will see his face, and his name will be on 

their foreheads” (Revelation 22:4).  Moses was 

not allowed to see the face of God in his life 

time, but now we will all see His face.  What 

a promise!

Because the kingdom of the Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit is at the center of all things, 

there will no longer be any curse, darkness, or 

death.  Rather the river of life will flow from 

the throne of the Lamb with the Tree of Life 

providing for everyone.  

We will know God face to face and forever 

be His. Our story will be written according to 

His glorious will and our good. 

This is why we say with the Holy Spirit, 

“Come!”  The church awaits the soon and com-

ing King, the bright morning star, whose light 

is already rising. The grace of the Lord Jesus be 

with God’s people.  Amen.
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1. What is the significance of Revelation 

beginning and ending with the command to 

“look” (v.7)?

2. What does it mean to “look”?  How are you 

seeing in your life right now what Revelation is 

unveiling?

3. Again, we are reminded that this Revela-

tion is concentric, centered around the throne 

of God. How do we see that theme again in Rev-

elation 22:1-4?

4. Why do you think the promise of seeing 

God’s face (v.4) is the greatest promise given in 

the whole Bible?  

5. What is the significance of the warnings at 

the end of this chapter?  Why do we need these 

warnings?

6. Does your heart say, “come” to the Lord Je-

sus?  If so, why? If not, what is keeping you from 

Jesus Christ?

7. What are the commands to obey in Revela-

tion 22 and the promises to hold onto?
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