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Grace and peace to you my siblings in Christ, 

Beloved member, Elaine Pates, will turn 99 in another week.  

As the women of wisdom Bible study can attest, Elaine has the unique ability to 
make me blush at a moments notice with her charm and stories from her younger 
days.   

But Elaine also frequently shares moments of despair about the quality of life she 
witnesses each day when she wakes up and reads the newspaper. 

What is going on? She’ll say. It’s not like it used to be. Every day, the headlines are 
awful!  

She’s not wrong.  

This week, in particular, was not a good day to be an optimistic American citizen. 
One doesn’t have to look far to see a world filled with sin and brokenness.  

More mass shootings continued—dozens already in 2023—including at least 69 
people. Then, footage of the attack on Paul Pelosi was released—and the man 
who did it has shown no remorse for nearly killing him with a hammer. 

The tragic news out of Memphis, Tyre Nichols, was killed 100 yards from his 
home and called out for his mother. Again, we are confronted with deep and 
complex conversations within society. 

Closer to home, White Bear Lake Police Officer Ryan Sheak was shot 
while serving a warrant to a man. He’s in the hospital, but it looks like his 
condition is improving.  

On top of all that, literally, the “Doomsday clock” moved closer to midnight as 
Russia continues to make threats. 



Throughout time, prophets have claimed the will of God in declaring curses and 
warnings upon the people.  

In the Old Testament, the job of a prophet was to call out the evils that people 
were doing and declare that, unless every repents and turns to God, the wrath of 
an angry and vengeful God would obliterate them. 

For Noah, this meant a flood—but then a promise never to do that again. 

For Jonah, we remember the part of him getting swallowed up by a big fish… but 
the real drama of the story is when he actually goes to Nineveh with the message 
from God. He tells the people to repent or God will destroy the city. 

And they DO!  

And then Jonah is mad!!!! He’s mad at God for sparing this city. 

Then we get the prophet Micah. Micah’s best known line, verse 8 in the chapter 
we read, is often carved above doors or written as reminders to “do justice, love 
kindness, and walk humbly with God.” 

But Micah is also a bearer of bad news. Micah has a message for the people of 
Israel:   

Hear what the Lord says: 
    Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
    and let the hills hear your voice. 
2 Hear, you mountains, the case of the Lord, 
    and you enduring foundations of the earth, 
for the Lord has a case against his people, 
    and he will contend with Israel. 

The LORD is mad. He’s putting the people on trial. It doesn’t look good, does it? 

So Micah continues by sharing the frustrations of the LORD:  

“O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer 
me!”           ~The 
LORD 



The Lord wants answers… You can feel the temperature rising… Ok, Lord, You 
want ANSWERS???? 

When the LORD was this mad, what would one do in the olden days to appease 
God? 

They’d make a sacrifice. But in this instance, the LORD is REALLY angry, so Micah 
suggests thousands of rams, rivers of oil. A HUGE sacrifice!  

But that’s not what the LORD requires to provide forgiveness. 

No, God is looking for action. Do something. Take care of each other. Don’t 
keep doing what you’re doing. 

Do justice. Love kindness. Walk reverently, humbly, knowing that God walks with 
you. God blesses you. 

With all of this as context, think about why this sermon by Jesus on a 
mountaintop at the very beginning of his ministry might be so important. Like 
Micah, Jesus is calling his followers into action. Don’t expect the world to change 
and fix injustice. It’s on you.  

Jesus flips everything upside down.  

He names those who’ve never been blessed, those who are feeling cursed, and 
those without any hope. And he blesses them.  

You, yes YOU, have found favor with God.  

In the first large gathering of followers, Jesus makes an important move. The 
world around you is full of despair and suffering.  

The headlines aren’t good—wars, oppression, corruption, and intolerance rule 
the day.   

But, Jesus comes to them as one speaking with authority, that they are children of 
God. You will see God, you will inherit the kingdom of heaven. 

So how do we connect the bridge between an old testament prophet encouraging 
justice to Jesus, who will serve as an example of what happens when speaking up 
to those squash justice? 



The headlines today are more incendiary than during the days of Micah... or even 
Christ. 

Speaking prophetic words into all of those headlines this week... I don't even 
know where to begin. It's more than a single sermon will solve.  

If the answers were easy, would we see so much anger in trying to solve them?  

There is another way. There are big systemic problems within many industries. 
We have a voice and can make a difference when we’re united as one. Jesus tells 
his audience that they are blessed—including blessed are the peacemakers.  

What a challenging calling for us, isn’t it? Peace making.  

Luther Seminary professor Joy J Moore talked about that blessing and offers this 
unique perspective—that being a peacemaker doesn’t translate to being a 
pushover.  

Joy Moore from beatitudes 

Not all headlines are bad. Some stories out there give me hope that the 
oppressed are finding freedom.  

The first woman pastor was ordained in the Holy Land this week. This is 
GREAT news.  

Or an article in the Star Tribune about a band of suburban women who spin the 
“Not in My Backyard” narrative into a Yes. Yes, they DO want a mental 
health facility in their backyard. 

And the latest on Damar Hamlin. In his first video comments since nearly dying 
on a football field, he said this is a “direct example of God using me.” Through his 
experience, God brought people together.   

But one of the most intriguing headlines this week gave me pause. I read the 
article out of curiosity. It’s about Hollywood supercouple Ryan Reynolds and 
Blake Lively. They recently expressed regret for the venue of their 2012 
wedding held on a plantation. 

Ten years later, they know more then they did back then and they would have 
picked a different location to get married.   



Upon reflection, they weren’t “canceling” the plantation. They weren’t canceling 
that history. They weren’t asking for the place to be bulldozed. To Joy Moore’s 
point, they are working to heal the disease of racism in our nations history. They 
are offering hope to those who are brokenhearted. 

It’s like this post on Mindful Christianity. Even though there are days I wish I 
could change some things that happened in the past, there’s a reason the rearview 
mirror is so small and the windshield is so big; where you’re headed is much more 
important than what you’ve left behind.   

Can we look at ourselves and learn from our past? Can we make change when 
God is asking us to do justice? Can we do better in the future? I think so.  

It might not seem like much, but to me, this is doing justice. Look inward (point 
to heart). What is God up to, in here? 

Shift our mindset away from doomsday and know that God’s clock doesn’t 
operate under that time scarcity model. 

Blessed are we, people of God. 

Blessed are we, when we do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God… 
that’s when we are blessed, to be a blessing for others. Amen.  

 


