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Grace and peace to you my siblings in faith,  

On last summer’s canoe trip to the Boundary Waters, I had a group of 9th 
grade boys (group) and our guide from the camp. 

As the trip neared, there was enough room to add to the group and my 5th grade 
son, Phin, was able to come.  

Now Phin didn’t add much muscle on portages or paddles, but Phin was there for 
one reason. He wanted to fish (Phin fishing). 

All the time. When we got to camp, he wanted to go fishing. No, not yet Phin! 
When we were at the entry point, not yet! 

When we got into the canoe. No, we must wait until we make camp! 

When we got to camp—well, we had to dry out our tents first because they were 
in the canoe that swamped. 

Finally. After dinner, Phin got to fish (picture of Phin fishing at night). 

I don’t know much about fishing, so if Phin needed help, he turned to the 9th 
grade boys.  

I was curious how they’d respond to him and was pleasantly surprised at how 
welcoming and encouraging they were (Phin and the boys). 

They taught him tricks and would help him when his line would catch. They even 
cheered him on and encouraged him when he got the biggest fish of the week 
(Phin and the fish) 

It was cool to see that they took him under their wing. They thought they were 
having fun and a good time.  



I saw these young confirmation students living out their faith.  

Jesus finds his first disciples on the shores of the Sea of Galilee (map). They’re 
fishermen. When gathering up leaders to spread the news about the Kingdom of 
Heaven drawing near, Jesus definitely has an unorthodox approach.  

He’s not looking for great rabbis to spread the word. He’s not looking for 
popular figures in the government who can spread the word. 

He finds ordinary people—and calls upon them to join. He knows what’s at stake 
by asking them. 

This might seem like an easy decision. Follow Jesus? Sign me up! 

At the time, these fishermen are thinking about their livelihood. Their families.   

Fishing is what pays the bills. They’ve got a contract with the Romans—they have 
to fulfill it, and when the Romans come around looking for them to pay up, they 
will be sorely mistaken and likely furious at their loss of revenue by these no-
shows! 

Yet, there’s something about Jesus. They are captivated and want to learn more.  

They leave behind Zebedee, their dad. They leave the boat. They follow Jesus. 

What do we leave behind when we come into church?  

All sorts of things, I imagine.  

We enjoy the hour or two of blocking out distractions from the outside world—
no work, no reliance on our phones. Maybe it’s a chance for the kids to step out 
and go to Sunday school and have conversations with adults.  

Maybe your time here is a reminder, a pump-up moment, to think about the 
world with positive and hopeful eyes.  

Church... it’s a place to be called into something greater than ourselves, into the 
body of Christ, knowing that what we accomplish together has a wider impact. 

The origins of our practices today come from this unusual invitation from Jesus.  



Fishermen called to fish for people? 

As they learned lessons from Jesus, the disciples gained confidence to share this 
message. They took the reins after Christ ascends to heaven. It was a dangerous 
and risky time to follow Jesus.  

Notice what scripture is quoted by Matthew as the disciples meet Jesus for the 
first time. It’s a passage from the prophet Isaiah and it says “6the people who 
sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the 
region and shadow of death light has dawned.” 

Christ is the light. Jesus is the Son of God, with a message about the kingdom of 
heaven. Turn from the ways of sin—the ways of greed, selfish thinking, ways of 
thinking how to better our neighbors. Instead, see the ways God has created all 
of us and look to share the light. 

The message we receive now in the present day is the same. We witness plenty 
of darkness, but as a church, we’re called to be a beacon of light.  

It’s common right now to hear “the church is dying.” It’s true. Institutionally, the 
church is changing and old institutions and models are dying.  

Isn’t this message just more of the same? Fear, darkness, hopelessness.  

Even the church gets sucked into this feeling of despair and scarcity.  

But the world needs the church, more than ever, to be the messengers of hope, 
the leaders who step in and help our neighbors in crisis or times of need.  

The church needs to embrace this reform, not complain about it. We put our 
trust in God.   

Look at what we’re all about, Faith.    

We unite in shared ministry of time, effort, and money. We had a blessed 2022. 
We remain financially stable and we’re growing towards our future.   

We look ahead. How are we called next? 

Faith continues to invest in our staff—to help lead us in our collective ministries 
of service, singing, proclamation, education.   



To look at our building as stewards of God's Kingdom.  We are carefully 
considering how to reduce our energy bills and asking others about the benefits 
of solar panels. We might be asking you to support this in the future after further 
research.  

The last time we had a vote for something new and unknown was for a Sacred 
Settlement—a community of tiny homes where homeless and regular citizens—
come together to live on a church property.  

Since 2020, Faith has lead the way in advocating for the unsheltered. Our work in 
this area, while not leading to a settlement here anytime soon, has now been the 
light on the path for two Settlements in Saint Paul—including a new one at Prince 
of Peace in Roseville (SLIDE).  

This is from their open house last week.  

Little steps are happening and homes are now created, but so is community, 
family. The calling of people into Sacred Settlement ministry isn’t that much 
different than a bunch of fishermen being told to “follow me.”  

The church matters.  

Our willingness to embrace creative ways to come across our neighbors and say 
“I see you. You matter.” 

This begins at a young age. Our church continues to walk alongside our youngest 
disciples and let their lights shine. From our 9th graders going on canoe trips to 
our preschoolers first joining Miss Diane in the 3 year old Sunday School class.  

We are carriers of the light. Walking with a homeless friend, supporting the faith 
of each other, or teaching a 5th grader how to fish, we are called disciples and we 
have an important task ahead of us.  

As children’s author Sandra Boynton writes, In a world filled with so much 
darkness, offer whatever light you can.  

The world has enough fear, let’s fish for people by offering something different. 
Let’s offer more light. Amen. 

 


