
 

 

11
th

 Grade Honors & CP American Literature 

Summer Reading Assignment 2023-2024 

 

All students must read the Letter to the Galatians in the New Testament, in addition to the novel 

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald.  

Assignment:  
Students will read The Great Gatsby and prepare for a Socratic Seminar discussion in September 
by completing the written work: (Part One) answering questions about the text and (Part Two) 
generating their own thoughts questions & epiphanies regarding what they read. Students should 
be prepared to turn in this assignment the first week of school. Students, remember that all work 
should be your own and should reflect your best effort.  
 
Name          Date:    

 
Written Work 
Part One: With complete sentences, answer the following questions/prompts about the text:  

 Discuss the New York Roaring 1920s culture that is revealed in the setting of The Great 
Gatsby. How does it affect the plot? 

 
 
 

 What central conflicts exist in the novel (internal and external)? How do they 
contribute to the book’s overall meaning? 

 
 
 

 Choose one main character (Nick, Tom, Daisy, Jordan, or Jay Gatsby) to analyze; 
indicate what positive and negative character traits you identify in that person.  

 
 
 

 What theme is revealed in The Great Gatsby? Explain. 
 
 
 

 Pick one important passage (write out the quote with page number) and explain its 
significance to the work as a whole. 

 
 



 

 What is the significance of the title? Use details to support your answer. 
 
 
 

  Discuss Nick, the narrator. From what point of view is the story told? How does the 
narrator’s bias affect the story? 

 
 
 

 What symbol(s) can you identify in the novel? Explain. 
 
 
 

 In what ways do the relationships portrayed in The Great Gatsby support or oppose the 
principles in Proverbs 28:6-11 which says, “Better is a poor man who walks in his 
integrity than a rich man who is crooked in his ways…a poor man who has 
understanding will find him out.”  

 
 
 

 Part Two: Directions:  Use the space below, post-it-notes, or a separate page to record 
any thoughts, questions or epiphanies about the novel as you read.   

Thoughts – connections, predictions, or reactions to passages you read  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
  
 

Questions – anything that you need clarified: concepts you don’t understand, words you don’t 
know, or things that are confusing  
  
 
  
 



  
  
  
  
  
 
  

  
Epiphanies – A-Ha! Moments.  When something surprising is revealed and you want to share it!  

  
  
  
 

 

  
  
  
 

 

 


