Use It Or Lose It: Living Life As An Investment

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his own servants and
delivered his goods to them. And to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, to
each according to his own ability; and immediately he went on a journey. Then he who had received
the five talents went and traded with them, and made another five talents. And likewise he who had
received two gained two more also. But he who had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid
his lord’s money. After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them. So
he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, 'Lord, you delivered to
me five talents; look, | have gained five more talents besides them.' His lord said to him, 'Well done,
good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, | will make you ruler over many things.
Enter into the joy of your lord.' He also who had received two talents came and said, 'Lord, you
delivered to me two talents; look, | have gained two more talents besides them.' His lord said to him,
'Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, | will make you ruler
over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.' Then he who had received the one talent came and
said, 'Lord, | knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you
have not scattered seed. And | was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Look, there you
have what is yours.' But his lord answered and said to him, 'You wicked and lazy servant, you knew
that | reap where | have not sown, and gather where | have not scattered seed. So you ought to have
deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming | would have received back my own with
interest. Therefore take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten talents. For to everyone
who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who does not have, even what
he has will be taken away. And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Matthew 25:14-30 (NKJV)

l. Introduction

Il. Six Biblical Truths Concerning Living An ‘Invested’ Life

1. A blessed and successful life necessitates living a life that is

and !

“Then Jesus said to them all: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his
cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for
me will save it. For what does it profit a man, if he gains the whole world, and lose himself, or be cast
away?” Luke 9:23-25

2. An invested life can only happen because when it is an action

“And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his
brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. Then He said to them, "Follow Me, and |
will make you fishers of men." They immediately left their nets and followed Him. Going on from
there, He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with
Zebedee their father, mending their nets. He called them, and immediately they left the boat and
their father, and followed Him.” Matthew 4:18-22 (NKJV)



“What you invest your time in defines and describes who you are.”

3. Intentional living is always driven and governed by an mindset

“Do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from
God, and you are not your own? For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body
and in your spirit, which are God's.” | Corinthians 6:19-20 (NKJV)

4. Using the gifts and talents God has given us will always bring

“After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them. So he who had
received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, 'Lord, you delivered to me five
talents; look, | have gained five more talents besides them.' His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and
faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, | will make you ruler over many things. Enter into
the joy of your lord.” Matthew 25:19-21

5. An invested life will always involve those around you each day

“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's
grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If
anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised

through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.” | Peter 4:10-11

“God determines your greatness by how many people you serve, not by how many people serve
you”---Pastor Rick Warren

6. Failure to use what God has given us will result in

“Then he who had received the one talent came and said, 'Lord, | knew you to be a hard man, reaping
where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered seed. And | was afraid, and
went and hid your talent in the ground. Look, there you have what is yours.' But his lord answered
and said to him, 'You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that | reap where | have not sown, and gather
where | have not scattered seed. So you ought to have deposited my money with the bankers, and at
my coming | would have received back my own with interest. Therefore take the talent from him, and
give it to him who has ten talents. For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have
abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away. And cast the

unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
Matthew 25:24-30

“God never said that the journey would be easy, but He did say that the arrival would be
worthwhile.”---Max Lucado




ANSWER KEY:

1. PREPARED AND INVESTED

2. INTENTIONAL

3. INVESTMENT

4. PROMOTION AND BLESSING

5. LOVING AND SERVING

6. GREAT LOSS



