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God promised His people a new covenant and
forgiveness of sin forever
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D Group Demonstration:
Old Covenant vs. New

\ / \ Covenant /
SHEPHERD GUIDE How often do we rely on our own strength or understanding instead of trusting in

God’s promises? Our sinful hearts desire control and resort to self-reliance. Yet God’s Word offers us a better and
more lasting way to find peace. God knows our hearts, and He knows our ultimate need for Him to rescue us from
ourselves. Apart from God we will stumble again and again, looking to the world to give us the peace we so
desperately long for. As we study the words of the prophet Jeremiah, we find the promise of a new and better
covenant: a lasting way for us to experience peace with God and within our own hearts.
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Trusting in ourselves leads to sin and shame. When we rely on ourselves instead of trusting in God, we often make
choices that lead us away from Him. The Bible shows us that our hearts are deceitful, and when we try to follow our
own path, it often results in sin and shame. Like the people of Judah, when we trust in our own strength, we fall short
and miss God’s best for us. Only God is truly trustworthy. When we rely on Him and His wisdom, we find peace,
direction, and a life that honors Him.

Truth comes from God alone. In a world filled with many voices and opinions, it can be hard to know what’s true. But
God shows us that ultimate truth comes from Him alone. God is the Creator of everything, and He knows what is best
for us. His Word is a reliable source of truth, giving us wisdom for our lives and the assurance of life with Him through
faith in Christ.

God’s covenant is unbreakable. The people of Judah broke their promises to God, yet He made a new covenant that
would never be broken. God promised to forgive their sins and write His law on their hearts. This covenant was
fulfilled through Jesus, who gave His life so that we could have forgiveness and be in a right relationship with Him
forever. God is faithful to His promises, and we can trust Him completely.

As you teach kids, guide them to see that God’s new covenant shows us that we can trust Him fully, knowing His
promises are unbreakable. Point them to the truth that when we stop relying on ourselves and start trusting in God’s

truth, we find forgiveness, peace, and a loving REMINDER: Our VIP meeting is from 10:20 - 10:30 in CI.
relationship with Him. Your supply bin will be in your classroom.
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KNOW + LOVE + FOLLOW

MAIN TAKEAWAYS: We want our kids to:

*KNOW that God can change their heart to love and obey Him.
*ASK God for forgiveness and a new heart.

*RELY on God instead of their own power.

E As you arrive and children come and go - Welcome them by name and invite them to play with you and the others.

! Use this time to get to know your kids - ask them about their week, about their likes and dislikes and about their

: school, family and friends.

I Ways to connect - Play a game from the closet, color or draw together, build with legos/blocks, etc.

i When most kids have arrived for 2nd service (by 10:50ish), ask them to clean up the toys and find a seat at one of the
H tables to begin the class.

| *Option - Pen Pal Kit!!

i
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Question of the Day:
Has someone ever made a promise to you? Did they keep it?
Start Today, we’re going to learn about an amazing promise that God made to His
CI.I‘ .er people. In the Bible, God sent the prophet Jeremiah to deliver important
ACtIVIty messages. The people of Judah had broken their covenant with God by turning

away from Him and trusting in their own strength. They tried to obey God’s law,
but they couldn’t do it perfectly on their own. Their sin couldn’t just be erased,
and they needed forgiveness.

But here’s the good news! God promised His people a new covenant and
forgiveness of sin forever. This new covenant—or agreement—would be
different. The new covenant would not depend on their ability to follow every
law perfectly. Instead, God promised to write His law on their hearts and forgive
their sins forever. Through this new covenant, God offered forgiveness and the
way for His people to be close to Him again—forever! This new covenant came
\ true through Jesus, who came to forgive our sins and give us a new heart. J

Welcome and
Question of the
Day
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KIDS i Take children to LG2 for combined Pre-K -4th grade worship time.
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You can use the REVIEW VIDEO on your TV and / or use this lesson as a
review of what was taught 1st service.

Q
&
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Open your Bible to Jeremiah 17 and 31. You can use the Kids Sermon Outline as
you go through the story.

God Promised a
New Covenant

KIDS SERMON OUTLINE

Trusting in ourselves leads to sin and shame (Jer. 17:5-8): The person who trusts
in other people is cursed, because people are sinful and imperfect.

Truth comes from God alone (Jer. 17:7-13): We are to trust in God alone. He is
trustworthy. Those who trust in God will be strong and healthy.

God’s covenant is unbreakable (Jer. 31): God has loved His people with an
everlasting love and made a new covenant with them.

Bibles,
Review Video -
Bible story on TV

Before Babylon came and attacked Judah, God sent a prophet named Jeremiah to speak His words to
God’s people. Jeremiah said, “The sin of the people of Judah is like words carved into a stone—it can’t be
simply wiped away.”

Jeremiah shared more of God’s words, saying, “The person who trusts in other people is cursed, because
people are sinful and imperfect. People cannot save themselves. The person who trusts in the Lord,
however, will be strong and healthy, like a tree planted by water.”

Through Jeremiah, God also said, “Our hearts are deceitful, and we cannot understand them. But God
knows our hearts, and God is trustworthy. He gives each person what they deserve according to their
character.” Even though people have sinful, deceitful hearts, Jeremiah shared how God promised to
make a new covenant with His people. Jeremiah said, “Look, the days are coming when | will make a new
covenant with my people. It will be different from the old covenant | made with them when | freed them
from Egypt. They broke that covenant, but they will not be able to break this one.

I will put my teaching within them and write it on their hearts. | will be their God, and they will be my
people. All my people will know me, from the least to the greatest. | will forgive them and never
remember their sin.”
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Like God’s people, we all have sinful hearts that do not obey God or
CHRIST love Him rightly. Through Jesus’ death on the cross, God made a new
GONNEcTION covenant.
Those who trust in Jesus have their sin forgiven and have the law
written on their hearts.

What did you hear in the story? Did anything surprise you? [Allow responses.] The people of God could
not perfectly obey the old covenant, so a new covenant was needed. What was the old covenant? [Allow
responses.] The old covenant came through Moses. God gave His people the Law, or commandments,
when they came out of Egypt. They made an agreement with God to follow Him and obey His commands,
and God would be with His people and bless them. But the people couldn’t perfectly obey. Their
disobedience didn’t surprise God, but their sin deserved punishment. That’s the bad news Jeremiah spoke
to the people. God would judge their sin. But he also brought hopeful news. God would rescue His people
from their enemies and give them a new covenant. [Read Jeremiah 31:33-34.] God would write His law on
His children’s hearts. He would enable His people to love and obey Him.

Who gets to be part of this new covenant? Everyone who trusts in Jesus are a part of the new covenant
with the law written on their hearts. Jesus has done the work of obeying God perfectly, and when we are
joined to Him in faith, God no longer sees our sin. Instead, He sees the perfection of Jesus! We are no
longer under the power of sin but are free as God’s children to be part of His kingdom forever.
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss.

How does God write His law on our hearts? Tell kids that God does not write on our
hearts with a marker or a pen. Explain that when we turn to God, He permanently
changes the desires of our hearts. As believers, we will want to obey God’s law not
because of written rules, but because we have a transformed heart that loves Him

Discussion Why should we obey God? Help kids understand that we obey God because He loves
questions listed us. Tell kids that we don’t obey God to earn His love, because through Jesus, we
here already have it. Because of sin, our hearts want to do what we want instead of what

God wants. We can try to obey God perfectly, but we will sin. Through the new
covenant, God promised to save us through Jesus and to change our hearts to help
us obey Him.

The people in the Old Testament broke the old covenant because they did not keep
all of God’s laws. Why can’t the new covenant be broken? Share how the new
covenant cannot be broken because God Himself accomplished it. When Jesus came
to earth, He obeyed every one of God’s laws perfectly. Jesus always did what the
Father commanded. The new covenant was completed when Jesus died on the cross.
His blood washes away the sin of those who trust in Him. Before Jesus died on the
cross, He said, “it is finished.” Jesus did what God sent Him to do so people could
have forgiveness of sins.
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Explain to the class that with the Old Covenant, God’s rules were written on stone (on
the outside). But, with the New Covenant, God’s love is written on our hearts (on the
inside.)

On the big poster paper, draw a line down the middle and write “Old Covenant” on
one side and “New Covenant” on the other side.

Old Covenant
VS.

Pull out the following objects and have the children guess what they represent and
New Covenant

which side of the chart they go on. If they don’t know, go through and explain each
one. Write what you come up with on each side of the poster paper for the Old and

e Poster paper New Covenant.

(taped on wall
ahead of time)

e Stone e Stone - Stone Tablets (Old)
e Ruler e Ruler - Rules to follow (Old)
¢ Stuffed Lamb e Stuffed lamb - Animal sacrifices (Old)
* Scroll e “Try Harder” quote on sheet of paper - Trying to obey out of our own power (Old)
: E:c:g:; heart e Scroll - God primarily spoke through prophets (Old)
e Tissue paper
“Fire” Foam heart - Our hearts (New)
e Bible Cross - Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross (New)
¢ “‘Quotes”

“Help!” quote on sheet of paper - God helping us to obey (New)
Tissue paper “fire” - God speaking through his Holy Spirit to us (New)
Bible - God speaking through His Word to us (New)

SAY: God made a promise that He would help His people live according to His law. He
sent Jesus to rescue us and to make it possible for us to be forgiven and be in aright
relationship with Him. The new covenant means we don’t have to do everything on
our own—we can trust God to guide us and forgive us. The new covenant God
promised is different from the old covenant—it’s not about us trying hard and failing
to obey the law. Instead, it’s about trusting God to help us follow Him and receiving
His forgiveness when we mess up.

Jesus is the One who truly fulfills the covenant and makes the way for us to be
forgiven. We no longer have to depend on our own ability to follow rules perfectly—
we can trust in God’s grace and forgiveness through Jesus.

How can we trust Jesus to help us live the way God wants us to?
What are some ways we can remember that God’s love and forgiveness are always
available to us?
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Spend some time as a class sharing about: \
e Our Global Partner Family of the Month (The Saragih Family)
e Ask for specific prayer requests that any of the kids have to share about something
going on in their own lives.

Share and i sharerequests with one another. Review and follow up with any prayer requests from the
Care chain made the week before. Use the Global Partner of the Month spotlight sheet (In the
Prayer Pen Pal Kit) to talk about prayer requests from the Saragih Family.
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i Have the class sit in a circle as you share and care for one another's needs. Ask for and
]
]
]
]
]
]
]
]
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“Written on
our Hearts”
with
Playdough

¢ Playdough

e Heart cookie
cutters

¢ Playdough
“Tools”

\

Provide each kid with a lump of play dough or modeling clay. Direct kids to shape
the play dough into a heart using their hands or a cookie cutter. Then using the
eraser end of a pencil, invite kids to write a word on the heart from the Bible story
such as “new” or “love” or “forgive.”

Consider providing kids with stamps for clay or various items to make different
imprints. Allow kids to reshape their play dough and create various imprints.

SAY: God knows our hearts. Even though people have sinful hearts, Jeremiah shared
how God promised to make a new covenant with His people. Jeremiah said that in
the new covenant, God would put His teaching on people's hearts. Before Jesus
brought the new covenant, the people knew God's laws but their hearts had not
been made new. But now, those who trust in Jesus are given new hearts that have
the power to obey God rightly. Believers don't just know God's laws but have hearts
that want to love and obey God.

J

New Covenant
Quilt

* Paper squares
o Markers
e Tape

~

Distribute paper squares and markers. Invite kids to write their name on their square
and decorate it. Challenge them to draw a picture of themselves loving and
worshiping God. Encourage them to be creative with their drawings.

When finished, assist the kids in taping the backs of the squares together to make a
paper quilt.

SAY: Great job on creating the paper quilt! Just like the pieces of the quilt are
different designs and colors, we are all unique. But in God’s plan, He promises to
gather people from every nation, culture, and background to worship Him. The quilt
reminds us that even though Christians are different, they are united in their love for
God. Just as each quilt piece has a purpose, God has a special plan for each of us.
Together, Christians make up God’s family, and can celebrate how He brings His
people all together through His love and salvation.
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