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Watch the Bible story video or read all or parts of 1 Samuel 4–6 from the Bible.
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On April 21, 1980, Rosie Ruiz was declared the winner of the women’s division of the Boston 
Marathon. The only problem was that Rosie Ruiz was a fraud. Instead of running the 26.2-mile 
race, Ruiz waited in the crowd and sneaked onto the road to run only the final mile of the race. 
She was disqualified, and the real winner was crowned. Clearly, she had no business running 
the race with the real marathoners!

After the Philistines defeated the Israelites, they captured the ark of the covenant and took it 
back to their city. The ark was a symbol of God’s presence, but the Philistines placed it beside 
the statue of Dagon, a false god they worshiped. The next morning, the statue of Dagon had 
fallen on its face in front of the ark. The Philistines set the statue up again, but it fell again and 
broke the head and hands clean off! God made it clear that He is the one true God and that 
Dagon—or any false god—has no business standing next to Him!

God promised to be with His people. This promise gives comfort to know that God is near, but 
it also gives courage to know that He is the one true God who has all power, authority, and 
control. There is no one like Him! One day, every creature in heaven and on earth will fall face 
down—just like the statue of Dagon—and worship Him.

The ark of God reminded the Israelites that God was with them. Years later, God gave 
His people something greater than a sign that He was with them; God gave them His 
Son, Jesus—God in the flesh. One of Jesus’ names is Immanuel, which means “God 
with us.”

Pray: There is no one like You, God! You have sent Jesus to be God with us. Help us to 
believe in Him so that we can experience the comfort and courage of knowing You are always 
with us.
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The key passage below is focused on at church. Consider talking about what this passage 
means and memorizing it as well.

Finish your family worship experience by playing the Key Passage song to worship and as a 
further way to memorize Scripture.


