Who is God? What is He like?
 
 
 
So many rumors, opinions, man-made definitions and man-made images.
 
God defines Himself to us in scripture.
 
He self-discloses His person, His nature, His values, His ways.
 
Our image of God are influenced and filtered by our life experiences and our self-image.
 
Setting:
 
God has used Moses to deliver the Israelites from 400 years of slavery in Egypt.
He sent the Plagues on Pharoah.
He parted the Red Sea and then released the water and drowned the Egyptian army in the sea.
He led around 1 million Israelites into the wilderness and provided manna for them every morning.
 
God called Moses up to the mountain for 40 days and this is where God wrote out the 10 Commandments on the tablets of stone.
After a month or longer the Israelites thought Moses has died and was not returning to them so they created a golden calf… an idol. And they said attributed the glory of their deliverance to this false God. To a god they made with their own hands.
God told Moses, you better get down for your people have sinned against me.
When Moses comes down from the mountain and sees their sinful idolatry, he throws down the stone tablets and breaks them!
 
God was angry too and ready to destroy them, but Moses settled down and began to intercede on their behalf. God was merciful and said to Moses, I will spare them, but come back up and lets do this a second time.
 
Moses says to God, I’ve heard your voice, I have experienced your power, but I want to see your face. I want to see you! I want more of you, I want to see your face.
 
Moses is making this very personal… I want more of you. More revelation of who and what you are! I want the assurance of your presence.
 
God responds to the desire of Moses and says, I will proclaim my name to you! You can’t look at my face and live, but I will come down and let my goodness pass over. I will show you what you can see. I will give a revelation of who I am. I am call out my name to you!
 
Exodus 34:5-8 HOL The Lord came down in a cloud, stood with him there, and proclaimed His name Yahweh. 6 Then the Lord passed in front of him and proclaimed: Yahweh—Yahweh is a compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger and rich in faithful love and truth, 7 maintaining faithful love to a thousand generations, forgiving wrongdoing, rebellion, and sin. But He will not leave the guilty unpunished, bringing the consequences of the fathers’ wrongdoing on the children and grandchildren to the third and fourth generation. 8 Moses immediately bowed down to the ground and worshiped.
 
If God says, this is my name, this is who I am, we should fully embrace it.
Yahweh --- Yahweh
 
Yahweh is the sacred name God had already given to Moses. What does it mean?
 
God revealed his presence to Moses when He speaks to him out of the burning bush. He says, go to Pharoah and tell him to let my people go.
 
Egypt was the land of a thousand gods. Which god are you?
Ex 3:13-15 HOL Then Moses asked God, “If I go to the Israelites and say to them: The God of your fathers has sent me to you, and they ask me, ‘What is His name?’ what should I tell them?” 14 God replied to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: I AM has sent me to you.”
 
We don’t have a translation for this “I AM” God in English. Think of this as the Name that describers God’s Eternal Existence. Literally I AM means I am the God I AM is the God Who was, Who Is, Who ever will be!
 
15 God also said to Moses, “Say this to the Israelites: Yahweh, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. This is My name forever; this is how I am to be remembered in every generation.
 
 
 Yahweh is Eternal.
 
I have always Been, I am fully present Now, and I will never cease to Be. In fact, everything that is, only is… because of me! I was before all things and therefore nothing that is, is except by me.
Col 1:15-20 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
 
Yahweh is the All Powerful, Self-existent, Self-sustaining God who never changes.
 
 
… This is My name forever; this is how I am to be remembered in every generation…
 
 Yahweh is Consistent.
 
James 1:17 NIV Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.
 
James is speaking here of a sun dial.
 
The earliest type of timekeeping device, which indicates the time of day by the position of the shadow of some object exposed to the sun's rays. As the day progresses, the sun moves across the sky, causing the shadow of the object to move and indicating the passage of time.
 
He doesn’t diminish, He doesn’t sleep, He doesn’t go dark.
 
He is always at his Zenith of Power!
Ex 34:6 HOL “Then the Lord passed in front of him and proclaimed: Yahweh—Yahweh is a compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger and rich in faithful love and truth…”
 
 Yahweh is Compassionate.
 
Ra-hum: The root of this Hebrew word has to do with the womb.
Note: the fullness of God is observed in the attributes of male and female. They were both made in image of God.
 
This compassion found in God is also seen in the Fatherly Bond with his children.
Psalm 103:13 HOL As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those who fear Him.
Like a Father or a Mother feels when a child is hurting or unable to heal themselves God feels it too!
Hebrews 4:16-16 LEX For we do not have a high priest who is not able to sympathize with our weaknesses, but who has been temptedin all things in the same way, without sin. 16 Therefore let us approach with confidence to the throne of grace, in order that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
Jesus was for us the divine expression of the compassionate Yahweh!
 Yahweh is Gracious
 
Han-nun.
Generally, this word implies the extending of “favor,” often when it is neither expected nor deserved.
Unexpected and Undeserving.
 
It is used for a beautiful gift given by someone with means to another who is undeserving.
 
One of the first occurrences is found in 6: 8 NKJV But Noah found grace (favor) in the eyes of the Lord.
 
Yahweh is the Grace-giving God.
Han-nun speaks of the action of reaching for those who are low and undeserving and lifting them up high.
 
Those who are stuck in their sin and rebellion and can find no way out.
 
The picture here is that of a thief who deserves to be punished, but instead of a scolding or a beating, you have compassion on him and gather your most valuable possessions wrap them up with a bow and offer it as a gift!
 
In our setting: It is Israel shamefully dancing around a golden calf. Because Yahweh is a compassionate AND gracious God.
 
God’s favor on your life is unexpected and undeserving.
 
Giving of Grace is the powerful response of the compassionate God.
Compassion without action is not dynamic. Its sweet but it is no help!
 
 Yahweh is Slow to Anger
 
The original language here is fascinating. This is a translation of 2 words put together that means long of nose. It has to do with flaring of the nostrils and a long breath.
 
A-rek = long
Ap = nose, nostrils, breath
 
God is saying to Moses, I am not hyper reactive.
I know how to fix my face.
Many of us when were think of God we think of an angry God. But He is just the opposite.
 
He is patient longsuffering.
2 Peter 3:9 NKJV The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is long suffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.
 
 Yahweh is Rich in Love
 
 
Yahweh—Yahweh is a compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger and rich in faithful love and truth
 
He-sed
Hesed is a big word that describes big love… very fitting since our God is a big God.
He is a big God who loves Big!
Various translations: Faithful love… steadfast love…. loyal love and lovingkindness.
200 times this Hebrew word is translated Steadfast Love.
In the Psalms David uses the word Hesed when he is speaks of God’s love.
We don’t have this word in English, we simply say love. But Hesed is unique to God and it is his unfailing, steadfast love.
Hesed
Initiating love.
Covenantal love.
Steadfast love.
 
Ps. 136: 1-5 ESV
1 Give thanks to the Lord (Yahweh), for he is good, for his steadfast love (Hesed) endures forever.
2 Give thanks to the God of gods, for his steadfast love endures forever.
3 Give thanks to the Lord of lords, for his steadfast love endures forever;
4 to him who alone does great wonders, for his steadfast love endures forever;
5 to him who by understanding made the heavens, for his steadfast love endures forever;
 
Yahweh is True
 
Yahweh—Yahweh is a compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger and rich in faithful love and truth…
 
Emet – faithful, firm, solid, the image is a Rock
Yahweh is Rock Solid! You can count on Him.
What He was, is what He is, and what He will ever be.
He is a rock!

