Equipped Part 2: SERMON NOTES: 
 
Eph 6:18-20 NIV And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. 19 Pray also for me, that whenever I speak, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.
 
God wants more for us and prayer life than praying merely because we are supposed to pray.
 
Why is prayer so important to God?
 
The Will of God
 
Jesus prayed for the Will of God
· Remember in the garden, Father if possible take this cup from me. Nevertheless, may your WILL and not mine be done. 
· Matthew 6:9-10 NIV This, then, is how you should pray: 'Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your Kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
God’s will is what He desires and determines to happen. But it can happen in one of two ways: unconditionally or conditionally.
 
God's Conditional and Unconditional will
· His unconditional will is what God is going to do whether man gets involved or not.
· This means there are things God has done and is accomplishing that is not conditioned by our action or lack of action.
· His conditional will
· There are many things that God has decided that He will bring from heave to earth only if He gets human cooperation from earth.
· It is possible for God to desire something to happen that won't happen unless we cooperate with Him.
· Example: God desires for all mankind to be saved. Yet, men only get saved when they believe with their hearts and confess with their mouths that Jesus is Lord and salvation comes from him.
· It is God's will be it is tied to a condition
· There are many things in our life God desires for us that are not based solely on God's desire because it only gets released from heaven through our cooperation
 
The Power of Prayer
Prayer is one of the primary mechanisms God has established to decide what and how He is going to release His will on the earth.
 
James 4:2,3 NIV “You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get what you want, so you quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not ask God. 3 When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives…”
 
The implication here is this:  its not that God doesn’t want you to have it, you don’t have it because you don’t ask Him for it.
 
Two Conditions:
 
You Must Ask.
You Must Ask with the Right Motives.
 
The goal of prayer is to access the heavenly desires of God and pray down His will into our present life on earth.
 
The challenge is we don’t always know what God’s conditional or unconditional will is in every station or situation of life.
 
This is why there is this massive instruction in scripture for God’s people to pray without ceasing (1 Thessalonians 4:17)
 
To pray all occasions, with all kinds of prayers.
 
To keep on praying for all God’s people.
 
Always praying so you don’t miss any opportunity for God to move in your life.
 
Some things are just necessary for life things you have to do without ceasing.
 
Your life in Christ will not be healthy without prayer.
 
We Must Pray!
 
James 5:13-18 NASV Is anyone among you suffering? Then he must pray.
 
 Suffering? --- you are hurting, maybe physical, maybe emotional, maybe due to the financial realm. Relational hurt.
 
Pain is an invitation to pray. More than an invitation, those who are hurting are commanded to pray. 
 
Is anyone cheerful? He is to sing praises.  You are either Praying or Praising.
 
v14-15 Is anyone among you sick? Then he must call for the elders of the church and they are to pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; 15 and the prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up, and if he has committed sins, they will be forgiven him.
 
Pray over yourself first and then if you need help call on other to pray with you.
 
v16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that you may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.
 
An effective prayer is an energized prayer… this is a Spirit-led prayer. A Spirit energized prayer.
 
Effective prayer is energized prayer that pulls down God’s will from heaven.
 
James 5:17-18 NASV Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the earth for three years and six months. 18 Then he prayed again, and the sky poured rain and the earth produced its fruit.
 
1 Kings 17:1 God said it’s not going to rain.  So Elijah prayed according to God’s will. God said it is not going to rain and according to James Elijah prayed and the rain stopped!
 
1 Kings 18:1 God says it is going to rain go tell Ahab, then Elijah prayed again.
 
1 Kings 18:41,42 Elijah heard the sound of rain… 42 Elijah bent down and put his face between his knees… a posture of a woman travailing in childbirth and he prayed.
 
Elijah heard the sound before he saw the rain.
 
You can hear things before you see things.
 
Effective prayer might take some pushing.
At the first look you might see nothing
The second look still nothing
But your heard something in your spirit so keep on pushing!
The servant went back 7 times.
 
Seven is the number of completion
 
How long should I pray over something…

