THE BOOK OF ACTS: WEEK 2
KEY VERSES
Acts 4:29-35 (ESV) “29 And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak your word with all boldness, 30 while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 31 And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness. 32 Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common. 33 And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34 There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold 35 and laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.”
DECLARATION
This is my Bible.
It is a lamp unto my feet & light unto my path.
I will believe every word.
I will claim every promise.
I will live by every command.
Amen.
THE KINGDOM AND THE CHURCH
The book of Acts was written to show us the ongoing work of Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit through His church.
THE KEY POINT
This is God’s plan: Advance the Kingdom through local churches which consist of bodies of believers. This is what the beginning of Acts is all about. To show us the ongoing work of Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit through His church.
God’s plan is to advance His Kingdom, and the vehicle He chooses to do so is through healthy local churches.
MARKS OF A TRUE CHURCH
COMMITMENT & DEVOTION
Acts 2:42 (ESV) “42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.”
You see commitment & devotion by the believers to:    
Apostles & teaching
There was a commitment to the Apostles & their teachings.
“[Healthy churches] consume a healthy diet of sound doctrine. They feast on the Word of God, which tells the message of the Savior. This truth is a great reminder that pastors must lay down any desire to preach opinions and must avoid the temptation to entertain or to play with people’s emotions. Each must instead see and embrace his role as God’s spokesperson. Each must seek to please an audience of One. Pastors must believe Scripture is sufficient to build up and bless the church. Churches, in turn, must submit to God’s Word when it is faithfully taught. The early church here in Acts is demonstrating such humility before the Word.”
  -Tony Merida, Exalting Jesus in Acts
· To fellowship
· To the “breaking of bread”
· To prayer
FELLOWSHIP
There was commitment & devotion in the early church also to fellowship.
A church marked by true fellowship is a church that lays egos down, lays pride down, lays entitlement down & addresses conflict, refuses to gossip & is forgiving towards one another. May this be so in our church.
BREAKING OF BREAD
The early church was committed to fellowship & also to the breaking of bread.
It was togetherness that made much of Jesus. This was the “breaking of bread.” Remembering the Lord Jesus & celebrating His sacrifice for us TOGETHER.
PRAYER
The early church was committed to prayer.
The early church was marked by signs & wonders.
Acts 5:12-16 (ESV) “12 Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the people by the hands of the apostles. And they were all together in Solomon’s Portico. 13 None of the rest dared join them, but the people held them in high esteem. 14 And more than ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women, 15 so that they even carried out the sick into the streets and laid them on cots and mats, that as Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on some of them. 16 The people also gathered from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all healed.”
“The church in our western culture has far too long drunk from the well of rationalism without even knowing it. We have lived in practice on the basis that miracles are next to impossible rather than normal. We believe in a supernatural God and a supernatural presence of His Spirit, but that belief has not invaded the day to day outworking of our faith. We need to repent for accepting the idea that modern western science and rationalism is the highest form of wisdom. We need to return to a Biblical worldview. When Paul said the gospel is the power of God for salvation, he did not mean to restrict that power to God’s ability to draw us to Christ. The Gospel is advanced by the exercise of the power of God, whether that be in preaching or in signs and wonders. Until those signs and wonders are seen again, our churches will not experience the breakthroughs that Paul and others brought the Gospel to the far reaches of the Roman Empire within a few short years.” -David Campbell, No Diving
You see generosity.
Acts 4:36-37 (ESV) “36 Thus Joseph, who was also called by the apostles Barnabas (which means son of encouragement), a Levite, a native of Cyprus, 37 sold a field that belonged to him and brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet.”
Acts 5:1-5 (ESV) “But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of property, 2 and with his wife’s knowledge he kept back for himself some of the proceeds and brought only a part of it and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of the land? 4 While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not at your disposal? Why is it that you have contrived this deed in your heart? You have not lied to man but to God.” 5 When Ananias heard these words, he fell down and breathed his last. And great fear came upon all who heard of it.”
You see multiplication.
Acts 2:46-47 (ESV) “46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.”
Acts 5:14 (ESV) “14 And more than ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women…”
Acts 6:7 (ESV) “7 And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.”
Our commitment as a church body:
· Devotion & commitment to spiritual leadership & the Word of God.
· Fellowship with one another.
· “Breaking bread” with one another.
· Constant prayer.
· Big faith leading to signs and miracles.
· True generosity.
· And multiplication throughout it all.
Remember the book of Acts was written to show us the ongoing work of Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit through His church. It is BY THE SPIRIT shaping us & molding us & filling us over & over & over again with His power that leads to the Church being what the Church was meant to be....which is the vehicle in which the Kingdom of God is advanced!
Gamaliel is a religious leader who says this about the disciples who would not stop sharing the Gospel with others....
They refused to stop preaching Jesus. And so should we. We are the Church. This is our time. And may we boldly carry the torch in this generation to continue preaching the name of Jesus. Amen.

