The Book of acts: part 6 - the antioch church 
Acts 11:19-25 NIV Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that broke out when Stephen was killed traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, spreading the word only among Jews. 20 Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. 21 The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord. 22 News of this reached the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23 When he arrived and saw what the grace of God had done, he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. 24 He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were brought to the Lord. 25 Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers of people. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.
ANTIOCH - WHERE THE BELIEVERS WERE FIRST CALLED CHRISTIANS | ANTIOCH IS A MODEL
· Pattern Illustration of cutting out rafters... (Pastor Ron's story)
· The organizational concepts of the early church were quite simple in that day, but they did turn their world upside down. Jerusalem had expanded to 20,000 members in that day.
· They had no branding, no technology, no live streaming video, yet they started the strongest movement in history!
· Where we can, we should follow the pattern.
The book of Acts as is a compilation of stories, and if we just read it as a story, we will miss a lot of things that can help us today, so we must learn from these stories. We need biblical patterns for life in the church.
10 MARKERS FOUND IN ANTIOCH
1. Antioch was a healthy church.
· A movement was started here that went on for centuries.
· The bible lists many churches that we could say a lot of good things about it, but the Bible is also very honest and tells us what was wrong with the churches:  
· 7 churches of Revelation were amazing, yet he warned them that their candle could go out.
· Corinth had enough problems that it warranted 2 letters.
· Rome had problems with sin and they need a doctrinal adjustment.
· Galatia was struggling with the basics of salvation, and they were tempted with legalism.
· Thessalonica was confused about the second coming.
· Ephesus was a great church, but they needed better theology on marriage and a structure of leadership.
· Colossians battled with Gnosticism and needed a correction about the deity of Jesus.
· Healthy Leaders create healthy churches and Antioch had great leadership! 
· Healthy leaders deal with confusion and church problems.
· Last week, we saw the Antioch leadership sending a team to Jerusalem to press a decision about the Gentile believers and circumcision, which was initiated from Antioch.
2. It was in Antioch where the disciples of Jesus were first called Christians.
· Christians = “Little Christs” - people who acted just like Jesus did.
· They are announcing the Kingdom. Jesus commissioned people -- He said we should announce the kingdom, pray for the sick and cast out demons.
· Our goal as a church is to produce bold disciples who are “little Jesus’s,” real Christians.
· We must understand that salvation is not the goal -- the goal is fully converted, obedient disciples of Jesus who look and act like him.
3. Antioch overcame racial and ethnic barriers for the sake of the kingdom.
· One factor of their great success was their unity. 
· If you look at the names listed and investigate where these people were from, you will find that there were Jews, Gentiles, Africans, Greeks, rich, poor, educated and not, and they were in unity.
· They actually agreed on the major doctrinal issues and how to do missions -- who to send, where to send, and when to send them.
· The Holy Spirit is a Spirit of Reconciliation, and this willingness to over look cultural biases led to a great movement:
v 2—21 men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. 21 The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord.
· In Antioch, there were a bunch of disciples who enjoyed reaching out to people who were different than they were, and as they worked together, multitudes were reached.
4. The Gift of Prophecy was prominent in Antioch’s history.
· Agabus predicted a famine in the Roman Empire:
Acts 11:27,28 NIV During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 One of them, named Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine would spread over the entire Roman world. (This happened during the reign of Claudius.)
· It was by a prophetic word that the Spirit separated Paul and Barnabas to be sent out to do missionary work:
Acts 13:1-3 NIV Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. 2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3 So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off. 
· They valued the prophetic word and welcomed people who were proven prophets. Today, the majority of churches in America don’t even believe prophets and prophecy still exist.
· Many pastors and church leaders are afraid of the abuse of this gift so they shut it down.
**In August, we are going to do a Series on the Prophetic Gifts of the Spirit. 
5. The Antioch Church was given the balance ministry from five-fold ministry gifts (see Acts 13).
Ephesians 4:11, 12 NIV So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers,12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.
· Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Pastors, and teachers were all there leading and equipping the church.
· We find that Prophets and teachers are seen praying together.
Acts 13:1-3 Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. 2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3 So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off. 
· Paul and Barnabas were not just teachers, they operated as Apostles who were sent out to do Evangelistic works.
· Of course, there were pastors there leading and shepherding the Saints.
6. The Church at Antioch knew that it did not exist just for itself.
· When they received the prophecy about the famine coming, they generously began taking collections for the suffering saints in the church at Jerusalem. 
· They did not keep what God gave them.
· Everything God gives us as a church is for the purpose of giving it away or investing it in people and the Kingdom.
· They even gave away their best leaders.
7. At Antioch, the Christian Church first focused on the world.
· The Holy Spirit is a Missionary Spirit
Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.
· I love to feel the presence and power of the Holy Spirit, but if you take away the missionary emphasis from the Holy Spirit experiences, then it becomes very self-centered and me focused.
· Antioch sent out missionaries to the nations before their own city was completely reached. 
· Many people question why are we making such an investment in other nations while our own city remains unreached. It is not either or, it is both and!
· There are sad stories of churches that became so inward after Covid that they pulled everything inward, and now, they are losing their momentum.
8. The Holy Spirit called the whole church to Apostolic Ministry.
· The word apostle means “sent ones” - so, an Apostolic Church could be called a sending church.
· Antioch was a sending church. 
· The apostle Paul said “how can a person believe unless they hear” How can they hear unless someone preaches to them?
Romans 10:15 And how can anyone preach unless they are sent?
· Some were not sent, they just went. 
· In the early church, there did not seem to be any self-directed missions. They were sent out by the local church.
· James said It is said of the one’s who caused trouble that they came from among us but were not sent out by us.
· Last week, we read this in Acts 15. James sends the letter to the Gentile Believers releasing them from any requirement to be circumcised. He opens the letter this way:
Acts 15:23-27 NIV With them they sent the following letter: The apostles and elders, your brothers, To the Gentile believers in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia: Greetings. We have heard that some went out from us without our authorization and disturbed you, troubling your minds by what they said. 25 v So we all agreed to choose some men and send them to you with our dear friends Barnabas and Paul 26 men who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 27 Therefore we are sending Judas and Silas to confirm by word of mouth what we are writing.
· In Antioch, the whole church got involved. 
· Did you know that the Apostle Paul traveled with up to 30 people sometimes?
· Some were business leaders that helped him make tents to support the mission.
9. For centuries the Antioch church was a center for training leaders.
· For the details on this, you would have to look at church history.
· There is limited information about the life of the church in Antioch, but they did have a training center for leaders that went on for centuries.
· There was a famous school for biblical studies that was established in Antioch and functioned for centuries. 
· Some the great documents of Christianity came out of Antioch -- the Gospel of Luke and the Book of Acts.
· There were 10 significant church councils that were called in Antioch where they gathered Apostles, Prophets and teachers to resolve church-wide issues.
 10. Antioch was a kingdom resource center.
· A vision for multiplication.
· United in prayer.
· Committed to training leaders.
**Vision for beginning a school of leaders after meeting with the youth interns this past week.
At Antioch, their goal was not just to have people raise their hands and vote for Jesus… they baptized them with water so they could sit in church and be taken care of spiritually until they go to heaven.
We must be a going and a sending church that is raising up leaders who are healing the sick, casting out demons and announcing the Kingdom!

