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 “You shall make an altar on which to burn incense; you shall make it of acacia wood. 2 A
cubit shall be its length, and a cubit its breadth. It shall be square, and two cubits shall be
its height. Its horns shall be of one piece with it. 3 You shall overlay it with pure gold, its top
and around its sides and its horns. And you shall make a molding of gold around it. 4 And
you shall make two golden rings for it. Under its molding on two opposite sides of it you
shall make them, and they shall be holders for poles with which to carry it. 5 You shall make
the poles of acacia wood and overlay them with gold. 6 And you shall put it in front of the
veil that is above the ark of the testimony, in front of the mercy seat that is above the
testimony, where I will meet with you. 7 And Aaron shall burn fragrant incense on it. Every
morning when he dresses the lamps he shall burn it, 8 and when Aaron sets up the lamps at
twilight, he shall burn it, a regular incense offering before the Lord throughout your
generations. 9 You shall not offer unauthorized incense on it, or a burnt offering, or a grain
offering, and you shall not pour a drink offering on it. 10 Aaron shall make atonement on its
horns once a year. With the blood of the sin offering of atonement he shall make atonement
for it once in the year throughout your generations. It is most holy to the LORD.”

Delivered to Purposeful Prayer



BIG IDEA: Because of the atoning and intercessory work of our
high priest Jesus Christ, when you reach your limit today and
cry out to God in prayer your lifeline and motivation is knowing
He will hear those prayers and work them out according to His
sovereign will. 

1. The Altar

2. The Priest

OUTLINE

Scriptures for further
study:

 
Exodus 20:24

 
Psalm 141:2

 
Hebrews 7:21-22

 
Hebrews 7:23-25

 
Revelation 5:8

 
Exodus 2:23

Historical Context: 
"Exodus 30:1–10:  Altar of Incense. The altar for burning incense is similar in
construction to the altar for burnt offering (27:1–8), except that it is smaller
and is overlaid with pure gold (30:3) since it is one of the three pieces that
serve in the Holy Place. Exodus 30:6–8: The altar is to be placed in the Holy
Place before the veil that separates it from the Most Holy Place and the ark
of the testimony (v. 6; see illustration of the tabernacle tent). Aaron is to
burn incense on the altar as an offering before the Lord in the morning and
the evening, which correspond to the times when he is also to tend the
lamps (vv. 7–8; see 27:21)" Illustrations and notes from The ESV Study Bible. 

 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

3. The Cry 

“Prayer is the vital breath of
the Christian; not the thing
that makes him alive, but the
evidence that he is alive.”
                 -Oswald Chambers

“Prayer does change things,
all kinds of things. But the
most important thing it
changes is us.”
                            -R.C. Sproul





These “Sermon Discussion Questions” are designed for study during the week for believers in
a wide variety of ages & stages in their walk with Christ.  

DISCIPLESHIP DURING THE WEEK

1. Recall a time when you witnessed something that happened which can
only have occurred because God did it. Can you point to something that you
specifically prayed about and the answer was a definitive “yes” or “no”? 

2. What would you do if you found yourself in the presence of God? God was 
 present with the Israelites. His presence was in the temple, in the Holy of
Holies. It was the job of the priest to burn incense day and night on a gold
altar in the Holy of Holies. The aroma and smoke symbolized the prayers of
the Israelites, which were ever before God's presence.How can this symbol
inform how you think about your prayers? 

3. God appointed the priests. He gave them specific jobs. The priest served
for life. How does the office of priesthood point to Jesus Christ? What is
Jesus doing right now? (Hebrews 7:23-25) How can this reality be a comfort
to you?

4.“Have you ever been in a situation when your heart was so disturbed,
where you were in such need that you couldn’t help but to cry out and pray
to God? Sure, we all have been.” -Pastor Bill Pardue. (Exodus 2:23)  Based
upon the truth from the message, is there lag-time between your cries
(prayers) to God and his hearing them? (Revelation 5:8) How might you
share this reality with a friend who is hurting?

“When a man is speaking to
God he is at his very apex. It
is the highest activity of the
human soul, and therefore it
is at the same time the
ultimate test of a man’s true
spiritual condition. There is
nothing that tells the truth
about us as Christian people
so much as our prayer life.”
               -Martyn Lloyd-Jones

“Inasmuch as incense was
associated with the offering
of prayer,  the prayers for
acceptance and fellowship
accompanying the sacrifices
were shown as reaching the
LORD and being favorably
received.”
                         -John Mackay

“Prayer girds human weakness
with divine strength, turns
human folly into heavenly

wisdom, and gives to troubled
mortals the peace of God.  We
know not what prayer can do.”

           - Charles Spurgeon



Praise to Jesus. Offer praises to Jesus Christ today because of His position as
High Priest forever. Your prayers are purposeful, they matter, and they are
heard by the Father in heaven who hears your cries in every desperate
moment. The Father hears the prayers on your behalf which offered even
when you are asleep for all the things you need that you don’t know you
need because Jesus is praying for you even now. (Hebrews 7:23-25)    
 
Repentance through Jesus. How is your prayer life? In light of what the
prayers of the Saints are before God, and of the reality that God hears every
prayer, and He acts according to His plan and purposes because He cares for
you, confess and repent of the ways that you have viewed prayer in the past.  
 
Consecration for Jesus. Today consecrate yourself for Jesus to offer prayers
for yourself and for others. Not only are your prayers a pleasing aroma to
God, but He also hears every prayer, and He acts on them according to His
sovereign will. Rely on prayer more and more because Jesus has made it
possible and purposeful to cry out to God. 

“God declared the priesthood
an office that is passed down
from generation to
generation…not an office
that can be purchased or
taken by reason of power or
influence or by popular
election or any other means.
Only God could make
someone a priest; it was not
a human choice.”
                         -Daniel Stuart



FOR FAMILIES AND YOUNG CHILDREN

2. From Exodus 30:7-8 who was told to burn incense on this altar? (It was
Aaron as a priest.) 

1. In Exodus 30:1-10 we read about the altar of incense. Where was
it located in the Tabernacle and what was it made of? (It was made
of gold and located in the Holy Place. It was one of only three items in
the Holy Place.) 

Ask your children if they remember what two things God used to
remind the Israelites of His continual presence when they first
were wandering in the desert wilderness. (God used a pillar of
smoke in the day and pillar of fire at night. The burning incense would
also remind the Israelites of God’s presence.) 
Talk with your family about what it means and what it would
symbolize to have incense constantly burning and seeing the
smoke and smelling it. 
Read Hebrews 7:23-25. How is Jesus as the Great High Priest
better than the priests of the Old Covenant? (He is a permanent
High Priest and He is constantly interceding for us.) 

3. Read Psalm 141:2, Luke 1:9-10, and Revelation 5:8. What is associated
or represented by the smoke of the burning incense? (The prayers of God’s
people going up to Him.) 

a.

b.

c.

What does verse 29 say was the reason and purpose of the
anointing? (To consecrate them as holy for use by God.) 

4. In Exodus 30:22-38 we read of the instructions to make the anointing
oil and incense. From Exodus 30:26-32, how was the oil used and for what
purpose? (It was to be used to anoint the tent of meeting, the ark of the
testimony, the table and all its utensils, the altar of incense, the altar of burnt
offering and all its utensils.) 

a.



FOR STUDENTS

1. Where was this altar of incense to be placed? 

2. What was the purpose or function of this altar? 

3. What was not to be done at this altar? (1-10) 

4. How was the incense to be used? (33-38) 

5. What did the smoke from the incense burning on the altar
signify? How did this encourage the people of God under the
Old Covenant? How should this thought encourage the people
of God under the New Covenant? 

6. Using David’s imagery from Psalm 141:2, what is one
possibility that the burning of incense could represent? Explain
what this symbolism could mean to the Israelites and to you
personally.  



2.  Though God’s mercy seat could not be seen on the other side of the veil,
yet the priest believed that His prayers were received there as a pleasing
aroma. So also, must we believe with the spiritual eye what we cannot see
with the physical eye: that behind the veil, as it were, God hears our prayers. 
 
Question: What are some of the reasons you may have a hard time believing
that your prayers are heard and answered? How do you think the Lord might
help you to overcome those doubts? 

1.  In the Bible, incense represented the prayers of God’s people coming
before Him. (See for example: Psalm 141:2; Luke 1:9-10; Revelation 5:8;
Revelation 8:3-4) But the continual (morning and evening) burning of
incense here in our passage also points forward to the continual intercession
of our Lord Jesus Christ who “always lives to make intercession” for us.
(Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34)  
 
Question: Jesus Christ is the one who alone has provided the way for us to be
made right before God. Have you trusted in Christ alone for your salvation?

FOR NON-BELIEVERS OR NEW BELIEVERS 

3.  Here in our passage there were detailed prescriptions for how incense
was to be offered. But we need not think that our prayers must, in the same
way, be so exact and formulaic. Though all genuine prayer must be offered
in the name of Christ, and in conformity to the truth as revealed in God’s
word, yet we should relax and remember that Jesus invited to keep our
prayers simple and genuine. 
 
Question: Knowing that Jesus does not require long, complicated, eloquent
prayer, how would this help you to pray more freely? 

4. The incense was to be burned at set times in the morning and evening,
but it was also to burn continuously. In the same way, it is good for us to
have set times for prayer, and yet also to remember that our prayers should
be without ceasing. (1 Thessalonians 5:17) 
 
Question: When it comes to your current prayer life, which discipline do
you need to work on the most: finding set times to pray or making prayer a
continuous, all-day conversation with God? 



5.  Remember that our prayers offered in the name of Christ are sweet
smelling to God. But if prayer is really all about talking with God and
having a relationship with him, then we would also say that God doesn’t
just enjoy your prayers, God also enjoys you! And he enjoys being with you! 
 
Question: When we begin to see prayer as a function of a loving
relationship with God, how would that change prayer from being a ritual to
being something that is actually enjoyable? 



The purpose of Exodus:  
“The original purpose of Exodus was theological, to teach God’s people about
himself and their relationship to him.” - Peter Enns, NIVAC, 25. 
 
“Exodus is about a man, Moses. He is central to the narrative in a way in which
no single character, not even Abraham, dominates Genesis...Exodus is about a
nation, Israel, moving from slavery in Egypt into freedom...but ultimately
Exodus is about God, about the God of the covenant who has instituted a new
relationship between himself and those whom he has called to be his people.”
 - John Mackay, Exodus, 9.  

“The whole story of Exodus is a covenant narrative. The God who pledged
himself to Abraham and his descendants remained the faithful God. He had
made promises and intended to honor them, and when his moment came, honor
them he did...in a word, Exodus cannot be described simply as the book of the
holiness of the Lord, nor simply as the book of the presence of the Lord, but as
the book of the holy God present in all his holiness at the heat of his people’s
life, their provident savior and friend, who makes provision whereby they, in all
their unworthiness, may live safely with him.” - Alec Motyer, The Bible Speaks
Today: The Message of Exodus, 20, 23.  

The setting for Exodus 1:1-2:25 is Israel in Egypt. The opening section sets the
stage for the rest of the book by describing: the connection to the narrative of
Genesis (Ex. 1:1–7), the oppression that has arisen under a new pharaoh (1:8–
22), the preservation of Moses at birth (2:1–10) and later in Midian (2:11–22),
and the declaration of God’s intimate knowledge of Israel’s suffering and God’s
faithfulness to his covenant with Abraham and his descendants (2:23–25). 

Exodus is a journey in two parts.  
Part One: Egypt Exodus 1-15 Aug. 7th – Oct. 30th
Part Two: Sinai   Exodus 16-18 Nov. 6th – Nov. 20th
Pause for Advent: Nov. 27th – Dec. 18th 
Part Two Cont. Sinai Exodus 19 - 39 Jan. 8th – June 25th
Pause for Capital Campaign Series: Jan. 22nd-Feb. 12th
Pause for DNOW: February 19th 
Pause for Missions Sunday: March 26th  

Resources for further study:  
Exodus: A Mentors Commentary by John Mackay 
Exodus: An Exegetical and Theological Exposition of Holy Scripture
(Volume 2) (The New American Commentary) by Douglas Stuart 

https://www.esv.org/Exodus+1%3A1%E2%80%937/
https://www.esv.org/Exodus+1%3A8%E2%80%9322/
https://www.esv.org/Exodus+2%3A1%E2%80%9310/
https://www.esv.org/Exodus+2%3A11%E2%80%9322/
https://www.esv.org/Exodus+2%3A23%E2%80%9325/


The Seventh Plague of Egypt, John Martin, 1823

About the artist and painting: The English Romantic painter John Martin was no
stranger to death and despair. Out of the 13 children born to his mother and father, John
was one of only 6 that survived childhood. He grew up in poverty, the son of a farm
laborer. In 1813, John lost his grandmother, mother, father, and youngest son all in the
same year. Despite his popular appeal to English society, he was never really celebrated
much less even accepted by the art community. Yet he was somewhat of a revolutionary
by choosing to paint very fantastic, biblical scenes and landscapes. One can’t help but
think John looked to the extraordinary aspects of the bible to deal with the harsh
realities of life in a broken world.  
 
His 1823 work, The Seventh Plague of Egypt, helps to capture the deliverance theme so
prevalent in the Book of Exodus. In the painting you have these mighty structures of
Pharoah’s palace, city, and pyramids all displayed in their grandeur. In Moses’ day this
represented to God’s people Pharoah’s power and oppression towards them as he
ruthlessly made their lives harsh. Yet God is breaking into these circumstances,
“showing up” to bring about His deliverance. In this painting, over and above the
Egyptian structures is something more magnificent, the storm of God: thunder, hail, and
fire being poured down upon the oppressor and persecutor of His people. And your eye
is drawn to the man standing on the left side of the painting, Moses, with outstretched
arms looking to the LORD and His deliverance.   


