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Vision for Worship

Foundational to the mission of FPC Rome is the proclamation that, “By God’s grace alone
and to his glory alone, we exist to worship God in his greatness and his holiness with
Gospel-driven passion and integrity...”

GOSPEL CENTERED

Our worship services are ordered in such a way that the Gospel story is proclaimed anew
each week through the elements of Word and sacrament, creed and confession, prayer
and song, with each service having its distinctive way of doing so.

BIBLICALLY BASED

"But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship
the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship
him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth."

- John 4:23-24

ROOTED IN REFORMED TRADITION

Natural understanding reveals that there is a God, who is lord and sovereign over
everything, who is good and does good to everyone, and who is therefore to be held
in awe, loved, praised, called upon, trusted in, and served with all our heart, soul,
and might. The acceptable way of worshiping the true God is established by God
himself. God’s revealed will so defines and outlines proper worship that neither the
imaginations and devices of men nor the suggestions of Satan are to be followed.
God is not to be worshiped under any visible representation or in any other way than
that prescribed in Holy Scripture.

Religious worship is to be given to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and only to
him, not to angels, saints, or any other creature. Since the fall this worship must
involve a mediator, and there is no other mediator than Christ alone.

- WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH CHAPTER 21, 1-2



God’s People Gather for Worship

PREPARING OUR HEARTS FOR WORSHIP

Prelude Schmiicke dich, o liebe Seele “Adorn Yourself, O Dear
Soul”
Johannes Brahms

Mr. Herb Buffington, organ
Welcome and Announcements 8t &

Prayer of Invocation

DECLARING GOD’S PRAISE
Responsive Call to Worship Psalm 100

Leader: Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.

All: Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful songs.

Leader: Know that the Lord is God. It is he who made us and we are his;

All: we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.

Leader: Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise
his name.

All: For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through
all generations.

Hymn of Praise No. 379 “Come, Christians, Join to Sing”
MADRID

AFFIRMING OUR FAITH
Affirmation of Faith The Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things
visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of very
God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made. Who, for us men and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified
also for us under Pontius Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose
again, according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand
of the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge the quick and the dead;



whose kingdom shall have no end. And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver
of Life; who proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son
together is worshipped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one
holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of
sins; and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

CONFESSING OUR SIN AND EMBRACING OUR FORGIVENESS

Responsive Prayer of Confession

Leader: God of everlasting love, we confess that we have been unfaithful to our covenant with you
and with one another. We have worshipped other gods: money, power, greed, and comfort and
convenience. We have served our own self-interest instead of serving only you and your people. We
have not loved our neighbor as you have commanded, nor have we rightly loved ourselves.

All: Forgive us, gracious God, and bring us back into the fullness of our covenant with
you and one another. Through Christ, our Lord.

Assurance of Pardon

OFFERING OUR FELLOWSHIP AND GIFTS

Peace and Greetings

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings “Prelude in G Major”
Felix Mendelssohn
Mr. Herb Buffington, organ



HEARING GOD'S WORD
Scripture Reading Psalm 37 ESV

'Fret not yourself because of evildoers; be not envious of wrongdoers! ?For they will soon fade
like the grass and wither like the green herb. * Trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the land
and befriend faithfulness. * Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your
heart. * Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him, and he will act. ¢ He will bring forth your
righteousness as the light, and your justice as the noonday. ” Be still before the Lord and wait
patiently for him; fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way, over the man who
carries out evil devices! ®Refrain from anger and forsake wrath! Fret not yourself; it tends only to
evil. °For the evildoers shall be cut off, but those who wait for the Lord shall inherit the land. °In
just a little while, the wicked will be no more; though you look carefully at his place, he will not
be there. ' But the meek shall inherit the land and delight themselves in abundant peace. '* The
wicked plots against the righteous and gnashes his teeth at him, *but the Lord laughs at the
wicked, for he sees that his day is coming. " The wicked draw the sword and bend their bows to
bring down the poor and needy, to slay those whose way is upright; '° their sword shall enter
their own heart, and their bows shall be broken. ' Better is the little that the righteous has than
the abundance of many wicked. '” For the arms of the wicked shall be broken, but the Lord
upholds the righteous. ® The Lord knows the days of the blameless, and their heritage will
remain forever; ' they are not put to shame in evil times; in the days of famine they have
abundance. *° But the wicked will perish; the enemies of the Lord are like the glory of the
pastures; they vanish—like smoke they vanish away. * The wicked borrows but does not pay
back, but the righteous is generous and gives; * for those blessed by the Lord shall inherit the
land, but those cursed by him shall be cut off. ** The steps of a man are established by the Lord,
when he delights in his way; ** though he fall, he shall not be cast headlong, for the Lord upholds
his hand. I have been young, and now am old, yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken or his
children begging for bread. ** He is ever lending generously, and his children become a blessing.
*Turn away from evil and do good; so shall you dwell forever.” For the Lord loves justice; he will
not forsake his saints. They are preserved forever, but the children of the wicked shall be cut off.
»The righteous shall inherit the land and dwell upon it forever. * The mouth of the righteous
utters wisdom, and his tongue speaks justice. *' The law of his God is in his heart; his steps do not
slip. ** The wicked watches for the righteous and seeks to put him to death. ** The Lord will not
abandon him to his power or let him be condemned when he is brought to trial. ** Wait for the
Lord and keep his way, and he will exalt you to inherit the land; you will look on when the wicked
are cut off. **I have seen a wicked, ruthless man, spreading himself like a green laurel tree. * But
he passed away, and behold, he was no more; though I sought him, he could not be found.*” Mark
the blameless and behold the upright, for there is a future for the man of peace. ** But
transgressors shall be altogether destroyed; the future of the wicked shall be cut off. ** The
salvation of the righteous is from the Lord; he is their stronghold in the time of trouble. “* The
Lord helps them and delivers them; he delivers them from the wicked and saves them, because
they take refuge in him.



Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God!

Sermon

CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENT
Hymn of Preparation No. 203

Invitation to the Table
Words of Institution
Prayer of Consecration
Partaking of the Elements

SCATTERING AS CHRIST'S CHURCH

Hymn of Response No. 532

Commissioning and Benediction

Postlude

“Walk by Faith and Not by Sight”
Rev. Ken Chivers

“According to Thy Gracious Word”
DALEHURST

“Be Still, My Soul”
FINLANDIA

“Fugue in D Minor”
Johann Pachelbel



Thank You for Worshiping with Us Today

OUR MISSION

By God’s grace alone and to His glory alone, the First Presbyterian Church of Rome exists to worship
God in His greatness and holiness with Gospel-driven passion and integrity, to know Jesus Christ in
his fullness, to be transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit, and to be united together as a
community of faith.
In grateful response to the privilege of knowing God and being called according to His purpose, we
long to grow as faithful, fruitful followers of Jesus Christ. To this end, through joyful submission, we
will emphasize and strive as a corporate body:

¢ to live together in authentic and loving fellowship,

¢ to make and mobilize disciples,

¢ to share the Gospel in word and action locally and around the world, and

o to serve sacrificially the community in which God has placed us.
* We acknowledge that Christ has given the church universal its ‘mission’ in the call to fulfill the Great Commission and honor the
Great Commandment. Our Mission Statement sets forth how our particular church, at this season and place, shall emphasize its
part in this greater, corporate calling. Our Mission Statement is to serve as our means of testing and direction in particular
ministry without, in any way, limiting what God may otherwise do in leading us. It is subordinate to the Constitution of the
Evangelical Presbyterian Church, which consists of the Book of Order (comprised of The Book of Government, The Book of
Discipline and the Book of Worship), the Westminster Confession of Faith (including the Larger and Shorter Catechisms) and the

document “Essentials of Our Faith”. In turn all of these documents are subordinate to Scripture, the supreme and final authority
on all matters on which it speaks.

LET'S CONNECT

If you are visiting with us today, we would love to have the opportunity to answer any questions you
may have about our ministries. Please fill out our Connect Card and our Connections team will contact
you. We look forward to connecting with you!

Ministry Opportunities: Discover how God has gifted you for His service and shows you potential areas
of service in the church and community. Complete our Serve Profile at www.fpcrome.org/serve.

ShelbyNext: Visit our church website for access to our giving platform, membership directory, calendar,
and more at www.fpcrome.org.

Sunday Mornings at FPC: We offer several Sunday studies for all ages. For a complete list visit our
website.

Prayer Requests: To submit a Prayer Request for you or someone you know that is in need, you may do
S0 on our website, or you may contact the church office. If you would like to receive updated prayer
requests please contact the church office at info@fpcrome.org.

Missions: FPC supports several local and global missions. For more details please visit our website or
contact Mr. Rob Davis at robd @fpcrome.org.



Pray for Our Church Leaders

THE SESSION
CLASS OF 2027 CLASS OF 2028 CLASS OF 2029
Mr. Dave Abernathy Mr. Matt Claytor Dr. Paul Brock
Mr. Rusty Chadwick Mr. Greg Garrett Mr. Sandy Hosea
Mr. Sam Echols Mr. John Goodrich Mr. Ross Johnson
Mr. Frank Fleming Mr. Tommy Manning Dr. Eddie Johnston
Mr. Tony Pemerton Mr. Hollis Reese Mr. Charlie Williams
THE BOARD OF DEACONS
CLASS OF 2027 CLASS OF 2028 CLASS OF 2029
Mr. Gary Burkhalter Mr. Joey Beard Mr. Braden Burns
Mr. Chris Congdon Mr. Justin Bruce Mr. Garrett Cochran
Mr. Chris Earnest Mr. Trey Newton Mr. Coope.r Evans
Mr. Travis Hill Dr. Frank Stegall, Jr. Mr. Jeff Giddens
- Mr. Blake Hall
Mr. Jackson Ket.ene Mr. Jim Talley Mr. Kris Palin
Mr. Braden Keith Mr. Harris York Mr. Chase Tolbert
TRUSTEES
Mr. King Askew Mr. Walter Matthews Mr. Charlie Williams
CHURCH STAFF
Dr. Bill Pardue Senior Pastor billp@fpcrome.org
Dr. Jonathan Schwartz Associate Pastor Evangelism and Outreach jonathans@fpcrome.org
Rev. Ken Chivers Associate Pastor Family Ministry kenc@fpcrome.org
Dr. Paul Neal Director of Classic Music Ministry pauln@fpcrome.org
Mr. Brandon Trapp Director of Convergent Music/Ministry Technology brandont@fpcrome.org
Ms. Judy Powell Classic Music Ministry Associate 1ljcjpowell@att.net
Ms. Jordan Walker Pianist - Classic Music Ministry jordandwa@gmail.com
Mrs. Pamela Radford Organist - Classic Music Ministry pamelaradford @comcast.net
Mr. Rob Davis Director of Adult Discipleship and Missions robd@fpcrome.org
Mrs. Mandy Williams Director of Women’s Ministry mandyw@fpcrome.org
Mr. Martin Foster Director of Seniors and Visitation mfoster78 @comcast.net
Mrs. Nell Milner Director of Nursery Ministry nellm@fpcrome.org
Mrs. Andrea Sartorato Director of Children's Ministry andreas@fpcrome.org
Mr. Rob Edens Senior Director of Student Ministries robe@fpcrome.org
Mrs. Mabrey Couch Co-Director of Student Ministries, Girls mabreyc@fpcrome.org
Mr. Caleb Sanders Co-Director of Student Ministries, Guys calebs@fpcrome.org
Mrs. Sarah Pope Admin. Asst. to Senior Pastor/Operations Director sarahp@fpcrome.org
Mrs. Cheri McElroy Admin. Asst. to Pastor Evangelism/Outreach/Adults cherim@comcast.net
Ms. Tina Wilson Admin. Asst. to Pastor Family/Shepherding tinaw@fpcrome.org
Mrs. Lisa Claytor Financial Director lisac@fpcrome.org
Mrs. Jessica Baker Communications Coordinator jessicab@fpcrome.org
Mrs. Brenda Lacey Director of Building and Grounds brendal@fpcrome.org
Mrs. Blanca Cruz Custodial Team Member
Mrs. Jessy Suriel-Lagares Custodial Team Member

Mrs. Berta Mazariegos Custodial Team Member
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