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2 When I stood up at our first men’s prayer breakfast of the year in 2022, I said, “Men, this
is going to be one of the most challenging and promising years in our church’s
history.” As for challenges, we saw a lot of turn-over, we needed to install new elders
and deacons, our youth pastor disqualified himself, our giving declined, and the
economy spiraled downward. I spent the first 6 months of the year completing a
wellness plan that was life-giving and brought much healing to my soul. COVID
continued to complicate life, as some of our members were hospitalized and others
experienced ongoing challenges at work. A few people lost their jobs, many were
burdened by family health problems, and several people lost loved ones. On the global
scene, Russia invaded Ukraine, throwing our partner church into complete turmoil.
America watched in horror as Ukrainians swarmed the train stations and fled in terror.
All our partner churches in Europe were directly affected by the turmoil in Ukraine. Our
problems seemed small in comparison to theirs, but the first half of the year was one
big, “Yikes!”

Despite all the challenges, we saw God do incredible things as the year progressed.
We greatly strengthened our leader team by hiring Pastor Stephen, installing new
elders and deacons, and taking 34 people through “Transformed 201” leader training.
We deepened our knowledge of God’s Word by completing our series in Ecclesiastes
called, “Solomon’s Search for Meaning.” We also started a series in Acts called, “Let’s
GO Change the World,” and we launched Anchor Bible Institute.

We impacted the nations by coordinating support with Pastor Alex in Ukraine, bringing
his family to live in Palos, taking 5 Romanians through a preaching cohort, and helping
Mark and Sarah to get settled in Glasgow, Scotland. Pastor Phillip in Uganda provided
training for 42 pastors last year.

Back home, we made a difference by sending a rapid response team to help with
hurricane clean-up in Florida. We also impacted our local community through our
partnership with Decision Point. They worked in 61 Chicago schools, held 55 gospel
rallies, spoke to 2,283 teens, and 117 indicated getting saved. Since DP launched 20
years ago, they held 2,300 rallies in 540 schools, and 10,000 students have been
saved!

We gained tremendous momentum on Sundays as we met 300 new visitors, saw 27
people join the church, we baptized 9 people (317 baptisms since we launched!), and
over 200 people participated in small groups. We had a blast at VBS, as 150 kids
attended “Sparks Studioooooossss.”

We learned to be wise stewards as we cut spending in every category and
restructured our budget. Our giving stabilized by summer and then soared at the end of
the year, shrinking our deficit to manageable levels. Our people gave generously as
we collected $810,000 for regular offerings, $25,000 for the building fund, and $30,000
for the global fund. I spoke at Decision Point’s first national fundraising event (Champion’s
Summit) along with Erwin Lutzer and Josh McDowell, and DP raised over 2 million dollars for
ministry!

GCC also collected over $157,000 for crisis support in Ukraine and Europe.
Our elders began working on a bold vision and a 3-year strategic plan for our church.
We completed a church health assessment with an outside organization, which
gathered feedback from 25+ leaders at Anchor. We also gathered feedback from 147
respondents to our all-church survey. We invited the church to pray for the Lord to
direct our efforts as we planned for a bright, bold future.

In the end, 2022 was a year that started with a “Yikes!” and ended with a “YES!” We are
poised and ready to GO and CHANGE THE WORLD for the glory of Christ!

By Pastor Ryan
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4 Pillars of Anchor, 2009 The Faith of Peter, 2009 The Book of Colossians, 2010 The Book of Acts, 2011

The Book of 1 Corinthians, 2012 Heroes of the Old Testament,
2012

The Teachings of Jesus, 2013 The Book of 1 Timothy, 2014

Apologetics Series, 2015 The Book of James, 2016 Apologetics Series, 2016 The Fruit of the Spirit, 2017

The Life of Moses, 2017 The Book of Romans, 2018

Anchor DNA, 2019 Promises of Faith, 2020 The Book of Ephesians, 2020 The Book of Psalms, 2021

The Book of Ecclesiastes, 2022 Apologetics Series, 2022 The Book of Acts, 2022
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JANE HICKEY

JASON ZUPANCIC

JONATHAN FARETTA

JORDAN BABURICH

STEVEN FLORES

WHITNEY WADA
When I was young, I remember going to church but not really 
listening and taking in what was said. It was more like a chore 
than a gift. Now I see that church is a gift, and for God to have 
given me this is something really special. I remember the 
moment I gave my heart to Christ. We went to a Phil Wickham 
concert with our youth group. I remember screaming out the 
lyrics and something was different. There was a moment during 
the concert when they asked if anyone who hadn’t yet given 
their heart to Christ would like to. I let all the walls that I had 
built in my heart crumble away and I accepted Christ. 

I was raised in a Christian home and I made the decision to 
accept Jesus as my Lord and Savior. I understand there’s 
nothing I can do to get to heaven on my own. Over the past 
few months, I witnessed 13 loved ones pass away, including 
my cousin Chucky. It made me realize how short life is and 
how much we need a savior. I want to get baptized to show 
others that Jesus is my savior.

I grew up in a Christian home, with parents on the Worship 
Team and my grandfather a pastor. I always knew about God 
and what he had done for me. But I didn’t accept him into my 
life by my choice until last year at summer camp. The speaker 
led us in a salvation prayer at the end of his message. I prayed 
that night to receive Jesus as my savior. I want to be baptized 
to publicly profess my faith in Jesus. 

I lived a hard life. On April 1, 2018, after Pastor Ryan gave an 
alter call, I stood up and gave my life to Christ. Since then, I 
lost my only child, and realized how God got me through it all. 
I want to publicly show that I want to follow Jesus by being 
baptized. 

Jesus gave me a second chance at life after I had a bad case of 
Covid. I’ve been coming to church for years. I put up a good 
fight. All it took was one bad case of Covid. I’m done with the 
old. I have repented of my sins and give my life to the Lord. I 
believe Jesus is the way, the truth and the life. 

I got saved in 2005. When I was in college, a friend asked if I 
wanted to study the Bible. I was so overcome by wonder that the 
answer to every question I had ever asked about life was found 
in this book. However, I didn’t want to give up the lifestyle I was 
living. My friend prayed that God would take away my desire for 
these things. In January of the following year, I thought about the 
lifestyle I was leading and God put a disgusting taste in my mouth. 
At that moment, I knew that Jesus had helped me overcome what 
seemed impossible. He took away my desire for that lifestyle. 

Throughout my life, I’ve done many bad things. I heard about the 
Lord but never set out to serve him. My coworker, who was a 
Christian, introduced me to the Lord. And I want to get baptized 
to celebrate my life with Christ. 

I was baptized as a baby but never felt like my faith had grown. Since 
coming to Anchor Church, my eyes have been opened to all the things 
God has done and continues to do for me. Through the worship and 
exercises we did at summer camp, I became overwhelmed with the 
Lord and can say that the Holy Spirit is within me. I want to give myself 
completely to the Lord. 

I gave my life to Christ in my late 20s. I was hanging out in all the wrong 
places, and had the wrong ideas about money and a lot of other things. 
I had just lost a close friend and I was in a lonely place. God called me to 
my knees and I gave my heart, my soul, and my life to him. I have always 
wanted to be baptized but was afraid of standing up and saying it. 
I realized there’s nothing to be afraid of. God deserves his glory always. 
I want him to always have his way with me. I’m letting my whole self go 
and letting him have his way. 

For in one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one Body. 

1 Corinthians 12:13
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Debbie and I both grew up in dysfunctional homes. Our fathers were both 
alcoholics. Mine was violent. I started down the wrong path with drugs 
and alcohol. I joined the Marine Corps right out of high school where I was 
almost killed. I tried reading the Bible and attending church but it made no 
sense. A friend’s father, also a Marine, gave me a gospel tract. It told me 
God loved me and sent his son to die on a cross for me. I accepted Christ 
and my life was changed. I gave the same tract to Debbie and she too, 
accepted Christ. Six months later, we were married. 

Faith and I grew up in church. We both prayed to accept Jesus as 
children. Throughout my teenage and young adult years, I continued to 
grow in my faith, but I was trying to figure out what I truly believed 
versus what was handed to me. I’m thankful that God preserved my 
faith and didn’t allow me to wander too far from what I’d been taught 
during childhood. I view my story as an awesome testimony of God 
preserving and holding on to my faith. I could have given up on what I 
believed but he preserved me and brought our family to Anchor.

I grew up as a checklist Catholic with absolutely no relationship with God 
whatsoever. In 2003, the woman I was seeing was bringing up some bible 
passages that seemed far-fetched to me. She gave me a Bible and asked if 
I would read it for 30 days and talk to her about it. At the end of 30 days, 
the Bible meant nothing to me. I read it for another 30 days. It was then 
that the Bible came alive. I couldn’t put it down. I got saved. I proclaimed 
that Jesus was my Lord and Savior. I started to go to church and was dis-
cipled. The old Jim is dead and gone. It’s Christ who lives in me. 

Wendy and I were both raised in Christian homes, brought to church our 
entire lives, and went to Christian school. After school, we got married 
and moved to Colorado for a few years. My 19 year old sister came out 
for a visit. The next day, she went skiing in the mountains and was killed 
in a skiing accident. It was very hard on our family. I had a strange feeling 
of comfort. I could feel the Holy Spirit comforting me. I knew it was real 
and that this was the right way to live. God became real to me and that’s 
the day I realized I was saved.

I didn’t grow up in the church. In 2009, my doctor prescribed narcotics for 
my psoriatic arthritis. The prescription for the month would only last me 
2 weeks. I was stealing money from our bank account because I was an 
addict. Julia told me to leave. I was driving home one night and I had to pull 
over because I was crying, holding a bottle of pills asking it why it wasn’t 
making me happy anymore. It was at that moment that the Holy Spirit 
came over me and I realized I was crying out to a false God. I cried out to 
God and asked him to get me through this and take the pain away. I went 
to see Brian “Head” Welch at a local church. I knew if this person could 
give his life to Christ and get clean from drugs, I could too.

Chairman of the Elders

Chairman of the Deacons

Deacon

Deacon

Elder
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Being a part of the Anchor Church family has been such a blessing. Each of you has played a vital role 
in making Anchor feel like home from the very beginning. I’d love to take this time to give the Lord 
praise, glory, and thanks for all he has done in my life and in my family’s life to get us where we are 
today. 

I did not fully understand the gospel and believe in Christ until I was almost 23. After living a two-
faced life, professing to be a believer but living entirely in the world, the Lord opened my heart to the 
gospel through my best friend, Sam Bray. After he explained Roman’s 6 to me, I finally saw myself for 
who I truly was: a slave to sin who needed to be released from bondage if he ever wanted to change. 
While I had previously understood my need for forgiveness, at that moment, I finally realized my need 
for Jesus on this side of eternity. On November 15, 2015, the Lord saved me and began to radically 
transform my life.

Exactly one week before God saved me, I met Nikki at church! She likes the new me a lot better than 
the old me! By August 2016, we were married. The following week, we moved to Chicago, and Nikki 
started her degree at Moody Bible Institute. During her first semester, the Lord laid it heavy on my 
heart to also start attending Moody so that I could be trained to teach the Bible to others and help 
them experience the same life change I had. In January 2017, I joined Nikki and began studying at 
Moody. In March 2017, Nikki and I went on our first mission trip to Asia, and I preached my first 
sermon. In June of that same year, during a semester abroad in Europe, I felt a clear calling from the 
Lord to pastoral ministry. As I sat by myself in the courtyard outside John Calvin’s church in Geneva, 
Switzerland, I dedicated my life to serving him and his people as a minister. The Lord placed a 
passion in my heart to teach the Word to his people in the local church so that they might know 
God deeper, love him more, and live their lives more fully for him. This passion still burns in my heart 
today!

In August 2018, by God’s grace, I was hired part-time to lead the high school ministry at Grace 
Fellowship Church in Oak Forest, where God saved me. Nikki and I moved from the city to Tinley 
Park, where we served the Lord and finished our degrees at Moody. After we both graduated from 
Moody in December of 2019, I began working full-time as an associate pastor, pouring into the high 
school students, young adults, suffering saints, and the congregation as a whole through the 
preaching of the Word. In the craziness of the pandemic, the Lord blessed us with our first child, Ezra, 
who was born in June 2020. After serving the Lord and his people at Grace for three and a half years, 
we felt a clear call from him to step out in faith and into a new season of life in ministry.

By God’s grace and in his perfect timing, the Lord opened the door for us at Anchor Church. With 
each step of the interview process and each week we visited the church, he increased our 
confidence and certainty that this was the place he was preparing for us. We are blessed beyond 
measure to serve at Anchor and to be a part of such an incredible community. Words cannot express 
how grateful we are for the love, support, and encouragement we have received from you all. Anchor 
truly feels like home to us, and we are so excited to be a part of what our Lord Jesus is doing here for 
many years to come! 
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Good Friday was a beautiful night of reflection and remembrance. Through song, scripture, 
prayer, and communion we focused on a question Jesus asked his disciples, “What are you 
seeking?” Pastor Ryan spoke from Ecclesiastes and called the church to remember the death of 
Christ that is now our source of eternal life! 

Easter dawned and we celebrated our risen king! He rose from the dead conquering the grave, 
and is building an eternal kingdom. Instead of seeking wisdom, virtue, pleasure, or greatness, we 
were challenged to Seek the King. We lifted our voices singing, “All hail king Jesus, All Hail the 
Lord of Heaven and Earth!”

GOOD FRIDAY & EASTER

This year we focused on the names of Jesus: Emmanuel, Light of the World, Prince of Peace,  
Messiah, Good Shepherd, and Christ. We were challenged to Go Tell it on the Mountain that Jesus 
Christ is Lord. At our Christmas service, Anchor Kids joined our Worship Team and led us in 
worship. Liam and Aria Villa did a fantastic job leading the way on He Shall Reign Forevermore. 
Pastor Ryan gave a special children’s sermon. 

Christmas Eve was a beautiful night of carols by candlelight. Even though it was frigid outside, our 
Christmas choir warmed our hearts and prepared us to remember the birth of our Savior! Christmas 
Day fell on Sunday so we celebrated with “wear your PJs to church” day, Starbucks coffee, a Rockin’ 
Around the Christmas Tree staff Jib Jab video, and a few more Christmas carols.

ADVENT
One of our pillars at Anchor is to lift high the name of Jesus in worship. We long to be people who have hearts 
of gratitude and adoration for our Savior. 2022 taught us that the name of Jesus can be lifted high with a full 
band, or a single instrument, led by children, students, and even without music at all. Worship is a posture of 
the heart as we follow our Good Shepherd through life. 

The Anchor Worship and Tech team served faithfully through tremendous amounts of transition, being flexible, 
gracious and committed to leading our church to raise a hallelujah each weekend. Many served more often, 
learned new roles, and helped fill gaps whenever possible. We welcomed new musicians, singers and tech 
volunteers, and welcomed back a few who had served with us before. 

In the fall, we focused on a different passage of scripture each month as a team, asking the Holy Spirit to help 
us set our hearts on Christ and stand firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the 
gospel (Philippians 1:27). The team not only grew in musicianship and technological expertise, but we grew in 
prayer and unity of heart and mind towards our goal of helping Anchor lift high the name of Jesus in worship. 

By Jessie Young
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of our adults. This past year, we had 15 small groups, where we studied through Colossians 
in the Spring and Jonah in the fall. Additionally, we were blessed to have men’s and women’s 
Freedom Groups, and Financial Peace University. New ministries, Anchor Bible Institute, 
Foundations of the Christian Faith, and a summer study called Getting to Know the Bible, 
were launched by God’s grace. Additionally, we enjoyed some fun and fellowship at two 
trivia nights. 

In all these ministries, our people were intentionally discipled and grew closer to one anoth-
er in a healthy spiritual community. Thank you to all the leaders who make Adult Ministry 
possible! God has gifted and used each one mightily for his glory this year, and we are so 
thankful for you. 

By Stephen Anderson

The Lord has been moving in our men through the Men’s Ministry at 
Anchor. We gather to fellowship and pray together at our monthly 
prayer breakfast. Additionally, we were blessed to have some fun and 
friendly competition at the Men’s Golf Outing and Billiard Night. A big 
thanks to all the men who make this ministry possible! A huge shoutout 
to Jim Chmielinski who rallied our men to step up and serve. 

In the winter semester of 2022, a group of moms continued their study of Entrusted With a Child’s Heart.  
Through the wisdom of God’s word and the encouragement of shared stories and experiences, we learned 
how to better disciple our children.  We all cultivated healthy habits of faith through spiritual disciplines 
using Kelly Minster’s study Encountering God.

In March, we held a Mom’s Night Out where we made earrings, listened to a testimony and enjoyed time 
together.  

In the fall, we studied 1 & 2 Kings using Lysa Terkeurst’s study, Trustworthy. Anchor Women were challenged 
to truly trust God amist all of life’s twists and turns. 

We ended the fall semester with a worship and prayer breakfast where we spent time remembering what 
God had done and encouraging each other to set our hearts on Christ. 
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After faithfully serving as the Kids Ministry Director for 8 years, Lauren Hall passed the 
responsibility over to Sara Piwowarski. It takes strong leaders to guide our volunteers and 
children, and we are thankful for the ways both of these women have poured into our 
Anchor Kids program.

It takes a large team of dedicated people to teach and disciple our kids and God has blessed 
us with men and women who are seizing the opportunity to raise up the next generation. 
This year we added more teachers and worship leaders, it’s exciting to see them use their 
gifts to pour into each other and the kids. 

We were excited to be able to have the kids lead worship for our congregation multiple 
times. We love inviting the kids to participate in the service, especially our Christmas 
Service!  This year the kids led the congregation in ‘He Shall Reign Forevermore’ and ‘Away in 
a Manger’, and Pastor Ryan shared a special kids’ sermon.  It always brings warmth and joy to 
the service when the kids share their gifts.  We were also excited to be a part of dedicating 3 
children to the Lord this year!

In June we held our annual Vacation Bible School.  There is nothing like the energy and 
excitement that comes with having 150 kids together.  Everyone loved the ‘Spark Studios’ 
theme as we learned that we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works 
that He prepared ahead of time for us to do.  The kids loved the VBS songs, and the worship 
team members (Heidi Jasien, Faith Horner, Lily Termanas and Kasie Parker) did a fantastic 
job.  Kasie and Trina Konrath brought down the house each night as Professor Spark and her 
Assistant in the VBS skits.  The rest of the teams, including games, snacks, crafts, group lead-
ers, tech team, security and registration, all did their part to make the week of VBS memora-
ble, organized and fun.  We spent the week kicking creativity into gear and showing the kids 
the beautiful truth of the gospel. It was a fun week that we will always remember!  

In the fall we had Back to School Sunday and we prayed for the kids as they headed back to 
school. We challenged our kids to raise money for the Global Fund, all together they raised 
over $250.  We started the year in the book of Genesis and finished in the book of 2 Kings. 
It’s exciting to see the kids grow in their understanding of Jesus throughout the Bible.By
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We are so thankful to be able to offer the Awana program to our church family and 
community. Each week during the school year our church is filled with energetic kids 
playing games, learning about our Lord and planting his word in their hearts. If you were 
to walk through the building on an Awana night you would see both kids and adults alike, 
sharing the love of Christ and worshiping him with all that they have. God works through 
each and every team member to transform the lives of kids who will one day grow up to do 
the same!  We are truly thankful for all the men and women who serve God’s Kingdom. The 
team and the kids participated in various fun theme nights ranging from pajama night to 
dress like Christmas night. The neon night was by far the favorite night of all! Our team and 
the kids dressed in neon colors and played games in the dark with neon lights. We ended 
the evening worshiping with the lights low and glow sticks in hand! 
 
One of the highlights of our year is our Operation Christmas Child family night. Our families 
gathered together to pray for the children who would receive the boxes they packed. This 
year we also heard from one of our dads who was the recipient of one of these boxes many 
years ago and because of this program, accepted Christ as his Savior. It was a really special 
night! 

The Grand Prix is a top favorite for our kids and leaders alike. We transformed the Worship 
Center into a raceway and families were invited to come and cheer for their kids. It’s also a 
great opportunity to share the gospel with our community and this year one of our 
leaders, Dennis Murphy, did just that. We end the evening with awards for the top 3 
winners in both speed and design categories. 

In May our families gathered for the Awana Finale to celebrate all that their kids had 
accomplished that year. Children received awards for their hard work memorizing scripture 
and completing their handbooks.

By Sara Piwowarski
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The Lord has been working powerfully in student ministry this year. It has been an amazing 
privilege to witness the work of the Holy Spirit in them. He has increased their love for the Lord, 
grown their faith and boldness, deepened their understanding of His Word, and strengthened 
their relationships with one another. 

Our students attended both winter and summer camps, where they got away from their normal 
routines (and phones!) to draw near to the Lord and focus on his word. These camps knit our 
group together and refocused our hearts on Jesus. We continue to see the Lord bear fruit from 
the seeds sown during these camps!

The summer months gave us time to dive deep into the Word, grow closer as a group, and have 
fun together. We gathered at Great American Bagel for Sprint Studies through the book of Jonah 
and Philippians and for weekly Bible studies. The students plunged into the Scripture through an 
in-depth reading and memorization challenge. We played volleyball, ultimate frisbee, had bon-
fires, joined other local churches for a three-day service project called One Kingdom, and rode 
roller coasters at Six Flags. 

In the fall, we dove into a series called Prepared. The students were given the space to evaluate 
where they were at in different areas of their walk with Jesus and encouraged to take bold steps 
forward in their faith. Some of the topics in the series included messages that asked our students 
if they were prepared to lay down their lives for Jesus, be persecuted for their faith, share the 
gospel, and be discipled. 

The Lord brought our students and leaders together for See You At the Pole. We prayed for 
courage to share the gospel with our peers and that the Lord would bring spiritual revival to their 
schools. 

We also partnered with Decision Point and offered evangelism training to our kids. Following this, 
we went to Orland Mall and Millennium Park to share the gospel. Maddie Le and Zach Barnes 
both took the bold step of becoming Decision Point leaders!

We joined the youth group from Moraine Valley Church for a fall party, where we not only had 
fun launching pumpkins and riding go-carts but were challenged to take off our masks around 
our non-believing friends and live for Christ in the open. In addition, we had a Thanksgiving meal 
together, a Christmas Party, and distributed gospel tracts in Oak Forest.

I am beyond thankful for each leader who volunteers their time to serve our students. This 
ministry could not happen without each of them. The Lord has brought an incredible group of 
humble, gifted, and passionate leaders to serve our kids, and their hard work shows in the growth 
our students are experiencing.

By Stephen Anderson
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Weeks turned into months, and months into years as I tried, in my own strength, to be a better 
Christian, husband, and father. Seasons of happiness and sorrow mirrored the circumstances in 
my life and I found myself once again in the emptiness of searching for contentment in the things 
around me rather than seeking God. I tried the checklist of Christian things to do, hoping that 
something would eventually “click” and get me back on track.  

A message from Pastor Bob, in July, stirred something in my heart in a way that only the Holy 
Spirit could. I felt convicted to surrender one of the things that had grown to become the most 
protected area of my life: time. God was asking for the first fruits of my time, and for some 
reason, this time, I said, “Okay, God, I’ll try it and see what you do.” I began each day with time in 
the Word and in prayer. Before any agenda or schedule could take hold of me, I spent time with 
the Lord.  

Sure enough, God used my willingness to surrender time to heal my heart of grief and bitterness.  
My time spent with Him went from duty to delight and he showed me so much of my own 
sinfulness and my rebellious nature that had ravaged my life for the past 9 years. He opened my 
eyes to his ever-present grace that followed me even as I ran away with fists clenched. It has 
been wonderful to see how the Holy Spirit was working through the prayers of others and specif-
ic circumstances to bring me to this point. And he continues to show me the depth of the scrip-
tures that proclaim that he is love. 

God’s work in my life this year was most evident during the 
end of July 2022 when He awoke me from what was 
seemingly a 9-year spiritual slumber. It started in July 2013 
when our first child, Sophia, went to be with the Lord after 
47 days of life. From that moment, my spiritual walk 
diverged from that of my wife. While our grief led her to 
lean into the Lord’s comfort and the truth of scripture, I 
turned inward and became angry and bitter. As with any sin, 
I found more comfort in gripping tight the anger in my heart 
rather than acknowledging the truth about who God is and 
the love he has for us. 

DAVE LY

DAN BABURICH

On the way home that Sunday I felt the Holy Spirit prompting me to join and to be a part of the 
Worship Team. I sent an email to the Worship Coordinator expressing my interest. Her 
response email started off by stating, “We have been praying for a guitar player to join our 
team.” Call it what you will, a “by chance,” or “coincidence,” but I truly believe it was the Holy 
Spirit’s masterful orchestration directing me. The Anchor worship team has been an immense 
joy for me. The bonds and relationships being forged are indeed a true blessing.

Another blessing has been our small group. God knew just where to put us to help us thrive. 
We meet on Tuesday nights to study the gospel, to pray for each another and to share what’s 
going on in our lives. To be in an environment where you can openly share is priceless. Our 
small group leaders, Jason and Julia Termanas, are amazing. What an awesome blessing they 
have been to us.

I came to Anchor for the first time in February 2022. I was 
a member of another church and had no intention of joining 
Anchor at the time. I came to participate in a service with my 
wife and sons, who were already attending Anchor. From the 
moment I opened the door and stepped inside, I was greeted 
with a heartfelt and sincere, “Hello! Welcome to Anchor.” Not 
being sure what to expect, I anxiously waited for the service 
to start. When the worship band started to play there was an 
overwhelming joy as everyone started praising and singing 
together. 

WORK FOR CHRIST

22 23



God at Work
G

O
D

 A
T 

W
O

RK
KASIE PARKER
At the beginning of 2022, when Pastor Ryan spoke of devel-
oping a Wellness plan, I prayerfully worked through each area. 
I realized I need to trust God fully in so many areas, especially 
with my finances/paperwork and relationships. I wanted to be 
more engaged in community, trust God’s people, and be able 
to ask for and receive help. I desired to be a bold witness, es-
pecially to my unsaved family. I had been asking for God-fear-
ing men to speak into my son’s lives. I even wanted to start 
learning how to cook better. Over the course of 2022, I saw 
how God worked in each of the areas that I had committed to 
in my wellness plan.

Early in the year, my small group leader explained tithing as she had to her children. Every-
thing we have comes from God. Out of these 10 pieces, he only wants you to give him the first 
one and you get to keep 9. Apparently, I needed to have the ears and heart of a child. I had 
been giving what I thought I could afford but God was working in my heart to trust him fully. 
I prayed and committed to giving 10%. I really had no idea how this was going to work, as a 
single mom, living in a fixer-upper with 2 teenage sons. However, I felt a peace that could only 
be the Holy Spirit. I knew that God would provide, that he was trustworthy, and that he would 
never fail me.
 
In June, we went on a family vacation. I was the only believer, and I knew I needed the Lord to 
help me stand firm in my faith with my unsaved family. I prayed for God to prepare my heart 
and to give me increased discernment to know when to speak and what to say. I was given 
daily doses of conviction from the Holy Spirit during this vacation. It was a whole week of 
opportunity to stand firm in my faith, love my family, and to give grace in areas where I was 
holding resentment. The day before we were supposed to come home, my HOA called and 
told me that there appeared to be some water damage and I had to get home as quickly. I 
came home to a sewage-water monsoon that left two floors damaged. After initially reacting 
in fear, I was overcome with peace. I remember looking at my oldest son and said “I think God 
is doing something here.”
 
Our insurance put us up in a hotel that was close by, but without a kitchen. The Awana & 
Kids team set up a meal train to provide meals for us. My family received God’s love through 
these meals every night. It showed me that I could not only trust God and accept his help, but 
I could accept love and help from his people as well. I was surrounded by my community and 
we were loved on by the women in our church.
 
While in the hotel, I went through a very intense season navigating 3 insurance claims. I start-
ed out with good intentions of being kind to all the people I was interacting with. After many 
weeks, I came to the realization that no one had my best interest, and I was going to have to 
be my own advocate. God was calling me to speak up in a firm but godly way. I’ll be honest, 
there were a few phone calls where I really lost it. I felt horrible. The tender conviction from 
the Holy Spirit made me seek him. I began asking God, how I could be in the world but not of 
the world? How do I show that Jesus is real through my speech and actions even in a phone 
call? It doesn’t matter if the person on the other side of the phone cares or not. I need to be 
Christlike.
 
During this challenging season, I was surrounded by my church throughout the week at ABI, 
Awana, Financial Peace and for worship on Sundays. God increased my understanding of his 
word, strengthened my friendships as I served him, and grew me in my finances. 

After 3 months in the hotel, I was abruptly told I had to move back to my home that wasn’t 
finished yet. Worry set in. While at ABI, a fellow sister from my small group knew something 
was wrong. She came alongside me, let me cry out my worry, and prayed with me. Her and 
another sister went to the Elders on my behalf. Before I knew it, a team of men were spending 
all their free time, tirelessly working to make my home livable. My sons were, for the first time, 
not only seeing how men should behave but how godly men behave. The men joyfully did this 
out of the goodness of their hearts, with no strings attached.

CHARLTON YOUNG
2022 was a very tough year... At least it should have been. However, 
I believe God, in his sovereignty, had been preparing my family and 
me for a long time. On August 19th, at 2:55pm, I received a meeting 
invite on my calendar for 3pm. I knew exactly what that meant, and 
was promptly informed that I could pack up my things and go home 
because the company had to make budget cuts and my 7 years with 
the company had been reduced to a line item. I was in Champaign at 
the time and had a 3 hour drive to look forward to. All I could think 
about was, “How am I going to tell my wife?” 

My small group had a get together planned for that evening, and instead of going home to be alone with my 
self-pity, I was encouraged to go and spend time fellowshipping with my brothers in Christ. This was just 
one of many ways God went before me. He knew my tendency would have been to isolate and go down a 
long, deep road into depression. But I lost my job just hours before a planned get together that would push 
me towards my community.

The next 4 months were definitely tough. God had brought out some deeply rooted sin and tendencies 
in the past couple years, and I know my marriage probably would not have survived if God hadn’t already 
started working on me prior to August. God prepared my marriage for this! I received hundreds of 
application rejections, had dozens of final interviews, and a few “it’s between you and one other person 
and we offered them the position” phone calls. I was attending a worship tech conference with Jessie (that I 
wouldn’t have been able to go to if I was still working), and there was a table set up with a couple guys from 
Sweetwater Sound. I got to talk to them and a guy named Matt, encouraged me to apply for a job; the only 
caveat being that I would have to move to Fort Wayne, Indiana. 

We have never lived outside of the Chicagoland area and didn’t even think it was an option, so I laughed 
it off and didn’t even mention it to Jessie. A few days later, while I was scouring job boards and filling out 
more applications, Jessie asked if I would consider working outside of the area, and she specifically 
mentioned Nashville. I immediately asked, “What about Fort Wayne?” We talked about the idea of 
Sweetwater and she encouraged me to apply and see where God was leading. Immediately after submitting 
my application, I received a phone call from their recruiter! We talked for 30 minutes and she invited me 
and my family to Fort Wayne for an in-person interview and to check out the area. 

After the interview, I felt a sense of peace that God had been working behind the scenes for a long time for 
this! All of my previous experience and training would be brought together at Sweetwater and it truly would 
be a dream job for me. But I had a family to think about. I had 3 kids that were in school here. I couldn’t 
possibly pull them away from their friends and school. But they all fell in love with Fort Wayne and God 
made it abundantly clear that He was leading us here! After wise counsel from Pastor Ryan, the elders, and 
deacons, I accepted the job and started in January 2023! Since the beginning of all of this, God kept bring-
ing Isaiah 26:3 to my mind, “You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts 
in you.” It’s only by God’s grace and PERFECT PEACE. 
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Looking back on 2022, the first half was deciding to fully place my trust in him. The second half was a boot 
camp for my heart, mind, body, and soul. God threw me in the fire and kept refining me in every area I com-
mitted to in my Wellness plan in January. There were highs and lows. But God was there in every breath. By 
the end of the year, I was worn out. I got so busy with the whole ordeal, I wasn’t in the Word every day, and 
my prayer life was lacking. In the void of not being near to Him, he never left me. He lovingly waited for me to 
come running back to him. I’m learning how to be slow to anger, how to accept help, how to manage money 
God’s way, and how to see people as God sees them. It’s very important for me to show Christ to my family 
in the way I act and respond. They got to witness what the church actually is, as opposed to what the world 
tells us a church is. I am thankful for the ways the Holy Spirit has graciously steered me towards Christlikeness 
throughout the year, how the church came alongside me to not only meet my physical needs, but my spiritual 
and emotional needs as well, and how God was faithful through it all.
 
With every bit of my soul, I want to thank my church family for your love and support this past year. You Are all 
SOOOOO LOVED!!!!!
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DICK & DAWN FAWKES CAROLYN PETITGOUT

PAULA FRANSONE
This past year my most significant story is about God breaking a strong, long 
standing chain of bondage in my life. He spoke loudly and clearly through 
my physician to do so. It was an enormous revelation for an area which for 
decades I felt I must be sinning, my faith was too weak or I wasn’t praying 
enough. You name it. As I walked out of the office I sensed the Lord smiling 
and rejoicing with me. “See? I’ve told you again and again, Paula, I delight in 
you! I am your victor, your healer, your song. For every part of you I Am.”

In 2019, we embarked on a journey to homeschool 
our three daughters. I was confident we were 
walking in God’s will, but after a year, my middle 
daughter was missing being with friends! To honor 
her needs, I decided to reach out to a few families 
from our local school district who were also 
homeschooling. We met with 6-8 families twice 
a month at a local open gym. It was a wonderful 
addition to our homeschool journey, but God was 
moving within me and put it on my heart to start 
a more formal co-op.During the spring of 2022, I 
decided to obey God’s leading and start planning a 
more formalized homeschool co-op. God gave me 
the name Kingdom Warriors. 

He led me in wisdom in every aspect I needed in these planning stages. He gave me courage 
to continue while there were many unknowns. Fast forward to the summer of 2022, I was all 
set to start this co-op, except I had 2 big problems: I had nowhere to meet and no kids to join. 
Despite these initial major problems, God kept pushing me. I had many roadblocks along the 
way, was turned down, turned away, and had lots of reasons to quit. But with God’s leading, I 
kept going! After feeling totally discouraged, God got me in touch with another local 
homeschooling mom through a total happenstance situation. I found out this woman was a 
pastor’s wife, and would love to host a homeschool co-op in their huge church building that 
happened to be empty during the week. I could hardly believe the miraculous ways God was 
moving by providing everything I needed. God provided above and beyond my wildest 
expectations for this group with an amazing church building, classrooms, a gym and so much 
more. Along with providing an incredible space for his co-op, he provided me with a 
co-director who compliments me well.

We are currently serving 24 local families and over 60 children every Wednesday morning. 
Sometimes, I still look back and think about how God used me, a homemaker without any 
resources, to serve his kingdom, providing everything we needed, above and beyond our 
needs and expectations. God is SO good!

Dick chose to walk and work for Christ by joining the Tech team while at the Stagg High School facility. It 
was quite the challenge as it included unloading and setting up cables and gadgets galore and reloading the 
church trailer every Sunday. It was a good workout as well! He continued with the Tech team at our current 
location until his physical heart gave him a wake-up call. Praise the Lord all is well! He took a sabbatical but 
has recently returned to those duties. He has met and worked with a variety of people.

I was called to spend my time with the preschool children, on both Sundays and Wednesday mornings. A 
place where the Lord taught me so very much. I learned, played, crafted, sang and was blessed by these pint 
size saints. I especially loved seeing their eyes widen and hearts open when Bible truths sunk in. We grew 
together as they taught me to how to come wide eyed and open to Christ just like a child.

Another priority for me was Woman’s Bible Study. I was blessed first to attend, then lead many extraordinary 
women as together, we learned, laughed, bonded and grew in Christ through so many wonderful and diverse 
studies. Our times together were priceless and I developed many wonderful relationships and friendships 
that last through today. We were open and truthful, we worshipped together and ministered to and prayed 
for each other. We learned so much about and from each other. We were able to witness, some even came 
to know Christ, and two were baptized there. We chose to be open and blessed each other regularly. We 
came from diverse backgrounds, different stages of faith and truly became sisters in the Lord.

Together Dick and I serve(d) on the Prayer Ministry teams, at various times before, after, and during the 
services. We have learned, through the school of hard knocks, ours and others, the joy and miracles, peace 
and comfort, and wisdom and answers that come from prayer. We saw the faithfulness of our God. We have 
also been blessed to become small group leaders and know the joy of trusting the Holy Spirit as He leads 
and guides us to love and serve others. Here we formed great relationships and friendships. We bonded 
through trials, laughed together and fellowshipped outside of church. We lifted others and they lifted us. 
We chose to be open and were blessed with brotherly and sisterly love and affection. We were challenged 
and challenged others. It reminds us of the bonds of the early church. We worshipped, walked, worked and 
witnessed for and to each other.

We have also attended classes and group studies and grown so much in our faith. We have been stretched 
and have seen the Lord as He stretched others. We have seen His mercy and faithfulness. We have seen 
how He uses cracked pots like us. And He isn’t finished with us yet! And to quote an old song “We’re the 
people of God, called by His name. Called out of dark and delivered from shame. One holy race, saints every-
one because of the blood of Christ Jesus the Son”.

Dick and I were attending Harvest Bible Chapel in New Lenox. 
The preaching was very good but we just didn’t feel led to become 
members. Then one day we found out why. This young guy, named 
Ryan Hall, came in to preach. After the service we looked at each 
other and said, “that’s our new pastor” even though he looked so 
very young! We attended the launch service on September 13, 
2009 and have been here ever since. We watched him grow and 
we grew as well.
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PAT O’CONNELL
In the fall of 2021, I began serving on the Awana team. I loved working with the kids; connect-
ing with them and helping them learn their verses. I wasn’t saved when my kids were small so 
they didn’t grow up knowing Christ. During Awana, I was able to help kids see and know Christ 
early in their lives. This gripped my heart and I felt called by God to pour into kids and help 
them learn about Jesus. After serving in VBS in summer 2022, I decided I wanted to join the 
Sunday morning Anchor Kids team. The kids and I studied God’s word together. I loved to see 
them come to understand that God is real. 

I noticed some kids learned faster than others. I enjoyed the challenge of finding creative ways 
to help kids learn in the best way for them. God really taught me that it doesn’t matter how 
fast or slow you run the race. What matters is that you’re running the race. God will give you 
physical and spiritual strength to accomplish his mission. I’m thankful to be able to serve him 
and help kids learn to love God’s word. 



Pastor AlexFarewell Lauren?UKRAINE
PASTOR ALEX TARASOV
2022 started as a regular year. Despite the new wave of covid and the war rumors we were planning a kids 
party with the Operation Christmas Child boxes, discussing summer camp, and praying for a new place for our 
church to gather.

In March, we celebrated our 4th anniversary as a church while our country was at war. The first few days of 
war brought quite a hassle. Many of our families moved out of Kyiv and were forced to travel hundred 
kilometers to find new accommodations. Some were spending nights in shelters hiding from the shelling. 
Many lost their jobs. Some of our friends and relatives ended up in the territories occupied by the Russian 
army.

But it was here that we started to see God’s grace in action. Some churches from Western Ukraine hosted our 
families. Some of our church members paid for others’ transfer out of Kyiv to safer regions or gave money for 
food. Finances from Anchor Church and the GCC helped so many of our families in need.

One of the most striking results of the war was how the Church of Jesus Christ started to shine in the dark-
ness. Different churches had their own ministry fields. Some fearless brothers and sisters did not leave the 
cities which God entrusted them. Volunteer groups from these churches stayed to bring food and water to 
people who had been hiding in basements and cellars for days. Some have paid with their lives to show God’s 
love for people. Other churches were finding ways to evacuate people from the dangerous cities. Some dis-
tributed food and tea to people waiting in hours-long queues at gas stations. Others allowed total strangers 
to spend the night in their homes on the way from one city to another. 

Thanks to the gracious support of Anchor Church Palos and other GCC churches, in March we bought a 
minibus to allow us to deliver humanitarian aid to different locations of Ukraine. Our brave brothers started 
to serve as the long-haul drivers. We launched a prayer ministry that gathered every evening to intercede for 
Ukraine and our church. We began to hear, “You are praying for me. It must be God who protected me,” from 
our relatives and acquaintances.

We also started an evangelistic ministry, in partnership with the mission, Ukraine for Christ. Altogether, we 
had over 20 sessions with people from different cities and backgrounds and shared the gospel with over 100 
families. Some of the meetings happened in Kyiv while for some of the meetings our team had to travel long 
distances.

In 2022 we were blessed to find a new worship location! We felt right at home and could welcome new 
people. We invited people who had recently moved to Kyiv for another series of the gospel sharing conver-
sations. 25 families came every Sunday to share their pains and come to know where God is in their lives. 
We were able to continue our worship services even without electricity and heating. We even gathered as 
a church family for our first Christmas during the war. Thanks to your support, we were recently able to buy 
additional equipment to heat the halls and to allow us to use microphones for worship.

Despite the war, we have experienced joy from our fellowship and opportunities to serve God and people. 
However, many have also experienced fear, uncertainty, and anxiety. We have experienced God’s love and 
grace. Still life in Kyiv is complicated. Shelling continues, and you can physically feel explosions. Electricity is 
available for 4-6 hours, quite often at night, not during the day. Almost everything closes if the air raid sirens 
go off, which sometimes happens several times per day. As in the first days of war, we still know that we fall 
asleep and wake up only by God’s grace. We are praying that God uses this evil war to create something new 
and that His name is glorified.
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Well last year was more of a transition for me and my family. I 
finished my third year of course work for my doctoral program and 
I am now working on my dissertation. We also moved from Mercy 
Church where I had served for 5 years and now attend another 
church. I am also looking into a ministry opportunity with an or-
ganization called Life Ministry Uganda, which is part of Campus 
Crusade for Christ or Cru. We are expecting a son in about a week 
or two from now and our daughter Yvie starts school early 
February. So it is a transition time for us and will in some ways 
require some adjustments. But we are thankful for all God is doing.

SCOTLAND, MARK & SARAH BOYS
In 2022, we had so many opportunities to 
participate and serve in our church through 
kids ministry, worship, youth ministry, 
preaching, leader training, and joining a small 
group. Mark coordinated a church conference 
for over 200 people. We traveled to Dublin, 
Bucharest, and across the UK to meet with and 
encourage ministry leaders. Mark is working 
with the elders of Harvest Glasgow and 
Harvest Ayr to develop a church planting 
residency program. We are praying that God 
will provide 2 church planter residents to join 
this program in the fall of 2023. We are grateful 
for your prayers and support!

DECISION POINT

GCC

Decision Point worked in 61 Chicago schools, held 55 
Gospel rallies, spoke to 2,283 teens, and 117 indicated 
getting saved. Since Decision Point launched, 20 years ago, 
they held 2,300 rallies in 540 schools, and 10,000 students 
have been saved!

Pastor Ryan spoke at Decision Point’s first national 
fundraising event (Champion’s Summit) along with Erwin 
Lutzer and Josh McDowell, and Decision Point raised over 2 
million dollars for ministry!

The GCC currently consists of 204 member churches. 56 
of those are in the US and 26 are in Canada. There are 122 
churches around the world in 6 networks - East Africa, 
Nepal, Romania & Moldova, India and the Caribbean. In 
2022, 4 churches were planted and 10 planters were 
developed. There were 7 new member churches. 
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THANK YOU LAUREN FOR 8 YEARS OF FAITHFUL SERVICE!
Lauren spent 8 years as a part-time staff member at Anchor, and we 
are so thankful for the thousands of ways she discipled our women 
and children during that time. She launched our women’s ministry 
back in 2010 and volunteered many hours coordinating Bible 
studies and events. When we sent Brandon Capuano to plant a 
church in 2015, the elders decided Lauren would be our next Kids 
Ministry Director. Under her leadership, we launched AWANA, 
held our first VBS, and welcomed the community to “A Night in 
Bethlehem,” one of our most successful outreach events. Each year, 
Lauren directed hundreds of volunteers to Work for Christ, and she 
helped Anchor to disciple the next generation of little believers. 
She also coordinated parent trainings, a marriage conference, game 
nights, backyard Bible clubs, and mission trips. She offered leader 
training to partner churches in Romania, and she helped coordinate 
a Kids summer camp in Ukraine. We are so grateful for all Lauren 
did to serve Christ at Anchor Palos on staff! Be sure to express your 
gratitude for her 8-years of faithful service!

THANK YOU Ken and Sharon Tiesenga for over 10 years of faithful service!
Back in 2009, Ken and Sharon joined the launch team and helped Anchor Church to become a 
reality.  Before they had even heard Pastor Ryan preach or Pastor Mark lead worship, they devoted 
themselves to serve Christ faithfully---whatever the need, and wherever we were meeting!  Ken 
became one of our first deacons and worked hard to help those in need.  Deacons basically answer 
the call when anything needs to get done in the church, and Ken answered the call time and time 
again.  Sharon came on staff part-time in 2011 and served faithfully until last year.  If we were to 
list all the people they helped, events they planned, services they attended, meetings they partici-
pated in, and prayers they prayed, we would have to triple the length of our annual report!  Please 
be sure to say THANK YOU to Ken and Sharon for faithfully serving Christ and His flock at Anchor 
Church!
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I had the pleasure of serving with Sharon while serving on the Women’s Ministry Team in 2016. 
She was a joy to serve with, welcoming, and detail oriented. When I came on staff in 2018, Sharon 
became one of the people I could rely on most. Her experience working in different departments 
throughout her years on staff allowed her to offer invaluable insight. She always made herself avail-
able to help wherever and whenever needed. While on staff, we were able to build a friendship that 
has extended past being coworkers. Sharon is a woman of God that encourages other women to 
follow God’s word; she always has a godly perspective. I’m forever grateful that we had the oppor-
tunity to work together and become friends.                -Julia Termanas
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