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Persevering Faith Treasures God Despite the Outcome

Forty-Eight « Hebrews 11:32-38

There’s a Switch from Victorious Watchers to Faithful WARRIORS! (11:32-38)

SEE CHART for the Overview of Hebrews 11:4-40 So Far!

It’s Time to Pick Up the Pace to Keep Moving Forward! (11:32)

1.

No more DETAILED descriptions of personal examples and powerful events in 11:4-31.

“And what more shall | say? For time will fail me if | tell of...” (v. 32a)

More personal examples: Gideon (Judges 7-8) and Barak (Judges 4-5); Samson (Judges 13-15) and Jephthah
(Judges 11:29-40); David (1 Samuel 16—2 Samuel 24) and Samuel (1 Samuel 1-16) plus the prophets!

More powerful events.

But not chronological yet sill canonical but now more conceptual!

No more REPEATED use of “by faith” and switches to “through faith” to cover everything (vv. 33, 39)!

Now two general OUTCOMES of those who by persevering faith treasure God.

By preserving faith treasure God whether the outcome is
ESCAPING death (vv. 32-35a) or ENDURING death (vv. 35b-38)!

Persevering Faith Treasures God as Faithful Warriors Despite the Outcome.

Treasure God When the Outcome Is God’s People ESCAPE Death. (vw. 32-35a)

Pattern: Three Groups of Three Plus One!

2.

3.

1.
>
>

Warring faithfully by conquering God’s ADVERSARIES. [Climax of the Kingdom!]

“Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets, who through faith who by faith conquered kingdoms, performed acts
of righteousness, obtained promises...” (v. 32-33a)

1. CONQUERED kingdoms!
2. ESTABLISHED righteousness!

3. OBTAINED promises! Did they or didn’t they? (vv. 13, 39

Warring faithfully by overcoming ungodly ANTAGONISM. [Captivity in the Exile]

“shut the mouths of lions, quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword...” (vv. 33b-34a)
1. SHUT the mouths of lions!

o Daniel faced attacks to passively STOP being faithful to worship the Lord! (Daniel 6:21-23)

2. QUENCHED the power of fire!

e Daniel’s three friends faced attacks to actively START worshipping idols! (Daniel 3:17-18, 24-28)

3. ESCAPED the edge of the sword!



» Warring faithfully by being empowered with God’s ABILITY. [Compromise of Apostasy]

“from weakness were made strong, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight.” (v. 34b)

Third Trio: From weakness were MADE STRONG to become mighty in war and put armies to flight!

» Warring faithfully as Gentile women RECEIVE BACK their dead. [Covenant Loyalty of God]

“Women received back their dead by resurrection...”

During the prophetic ministries of Elijah and Elisha in severe apostasy, the Lord is faithful and can raise the dead —
even pagan Gentile widows and mothers! (1Kings 17:17-24; 2 Kings 4:18-37)

What’s the Outcome of Treasuring God?
You may receive a resurrection-LIKE deliverance in the present!

2. Treasure God When the Outcome Is God’s People ENDURE Death. (vv.35b-38)

Verse 35 Is a Pivotal Pattern Change

From escaping death to enduring death!
From resurrection-like deliverance in this present life to the better resurrection in the future life to come

» War faithfully by REFUSING to escape death by denying the Lord.

“and others were tortured, not accepting their release, so that they might obtain a better resurrection;” (v. 35b)

What'’s the Outcome of Treasuring God?
You may receive the BETTER resurrection deliverance in the future!

» War faithfully by RECEIVING trials even unto death — the worst this world can do to you.

“[but] others experienced mockings and scourgings, yes, also chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were
tempted, they were put to death with the sword; they went about %in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, ill-treated...wandering in
deserts and mountains and caves and holes in the ground.” (vv. 36b-38)

Publicly scorned and scourged.
Publicly shackled and sentenced.
Publicly stoned to death.

Publicly sawn in two.

Publicly s/ain by the sword.
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Publicly scattered like sheep among wolves to wander in this world!

e Denuded of clothing: Wandering about in sheepskins, in goatskins!
e Deprived of blessings: Being destitute, afflicted, mistreated!
e Despoiled of dwelling: Wandering in deserts and mountains, caves and holes in the ground!

What are we to do when God allows us to be stripped of everything and we literally have to
wander around on this earth like the kind of people we publicly profess to be!

Takeaways for Treasuring God as Faithful Warriors
1. Treasure God in the hard times when He GRANTS you escape from death.
2. Treasure God in the hardest of times when He CALLS you to endure to the death.
3. Treasure God despite the OUTCOME for He declares you worthy!
“(men of whom the world was not worthy)” (v. 38)
| approve of you! | am not ashamed to be called your God!

| have already prepared a better resurrection, a better city, better country, and a better creation for you
in My Presence with My People in My Place!

This world may strip us of everything we have and everything we know, but God says
this world is not worthy of those who treasure Him despite the outcome!
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