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Hold Fast in Hope to Move Forward

Lesson Thirty-Five « Hebrews 10:23

Ch 10:19-13:25 | What Should We Do Now? MOVE FORWARD with Conviction in Community!
Draw near by a faith that works (10:22; Ch 11) in hope that perseveres (10:23; Ch 12) and with a love that labors (10:25; Ch 13)!

Each Head of “Let Us” Is...
1. A call to WORSHIP together as believer-priests.

2. A command to APPLY together as believer-priests.

3. A conviction to LIVE OUT together as believer-priests.

Believer Priests / Priesthood of Believers
Ephesians 2:17-22; Philippians 2:17; Romans 5:1-2; 12:1-2; 15:15-16; 1 Peter 2:4-10; 3:18; Revelation 1:5-6; 5:9-10; 20:6; cf. Exodus 19:5-6.

Definition: New Covenant believers who have been perfected by the blood sacrifice of Jesus Christ to worship with priestly
privileges due to His perfected priesthood at God’s right hand.

The greatest of these priestly privileges is to ENTER God’s holy presence with no other Mediator than
the Lord Jesus Christ, though never in isolation from the gathered congregation.

“The central message of biblical Christianity is the possibility of men and women approaching God
through the work of Christ.” —Frances Schaeffer

Clarification: In Hebrews believers are never called “priests” but are repeatedly called to worship as such: Entering the Most
Holy Place; drawing near to God’s holy presence; offering spiritual sacrifices pleasing to God (13:15-16);
offering acceptable service to the living God (9:14; 12:28); and, above all, offering up lives of obedient faith
in hope with love (9:21-25; cf. 10:5-9; Ch 11; Romans 12:1-2)

“There is only one priesthood, that of Christ Himself, and He shares it equally with all the members of His body.
It is a corporate rather than [just] an individual possession.” — R. A. Bodey

“The doctrine of the priesthood of all believers states that all believers in Christ share in his priestly status; therefore, there is no special
class of people who mediate the knowledge, presence, and forgiveness of Christ to the rest of believers, and all believers have the right
and authority to read, interpret, and apply the teachings of Scripture.” — J.V. Fesko

Hold Fast to the Last in Hope to Move Forward | Hebrews 10:23

No matter what HOLD FAST to our future hope of bodily entering God’s presence due to Christ’s sacrifice and priesthood,
because God’s promise-keeping guarantees we’ll make it and it’ll be worth it!

Public CONFESSION =» Personal CONFIDENCE =» Practical CONVICTION
(4:14; 10:23) (3:6, 14; 6:11) (6:11, 18-20)

Doctrinal confessions become personal & congregational convictions through practical application!

Three Questions for Holding Our Hope Fast to the Last
1. What Is the HOPE We Confess and Posses as Believer-Priests?

Four Glorious Aspects
» Promises of the New Covenant COMPLETELY FULFILLED by Jesus’ blood. (8:6-13; 10:15-22)

The Four “Better” Promises of the New Covenant
New Hearts Given! 4 God'’s Presence Indwelling! 4 Personal Relationship Secured! 4 Complete Forgiveness Granted!



» Priesthood of Jesus eternally FUNCTIONING for us. (10:19-22; 3:6)

» Perfection of bodily entering God’s holy presence with the FULL ASSURANCE. (7:19; 11:1; 6:19)

» Prospect of entering God’s FINAL REST in His unshakeable Kingdom on earth. (1:8; 12:21-29)

The Unshakeable, Heavenly, Kingdom to Come in the Book of Hebrews

A Promised City A Promised Rest
Hebrews 11:10; 13:14; see also Revelation 21:1-27 Hebrews 4:1-11; see also Revelation 21:4-8; 22:1-5
A Promised Country A Promised Assembly = Church + Israel
Hebrews 11:13-16; see also Revelation 21:3 Hebrews 12:22-23; see also Revelation 21:9-14

God’s Presence Dwelling with God’s People in God’s Place as a Kingdom of Priests! Revelation 1:6; 5:10; 20:6

2. What Causes Us as Believer-Priests to WAVER in Holding Fast to the Last?

“Hope means hoping when things are hopeless, or it is no virtue at all...As long as matters are really hopeful, hope is mere flattery
or platitude; it is only when everything is hopeless that hope begins to be a strength.” — G. K. Chesterton

» What causes us to waver in holding fast to our confession?

1. PERSISTING in willful sin. (10:26-31; 3:12; 12:15-17)
2. UNRELENTING suffering. (10:32)

3. INCREASING persecution. (10:33-34)
4. DRIFTING into apathy. (2:7-4; 5:12; cf. Luke 8:11-15)
5. FALLING for false doctrine. (13:9)

» What happens when we choose to waver and not hold fast to the last?

We throw away our confidence of draw nearing to God! (70:35)
We shrink back from making our confession public! (10:36-39)
We fall away from the promised hope of future salvation! (3:12-15; 6:4-6, 11-12)

» What happens we refuse to waver and choose to persevere in holding fast to the last?
We prove “we are members of God’s house.” (3:6)
We prove “we have become partakers of Christ.” (3:14)

We “realize the full assurance of hope until the end, we become imitators of those
who through faith and patience inherit the promises.” (6:11-12)

We “hold fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm to the end.” (3:6)

3. Why Should We as Believer-Priests ALWAYS Hold Fast in Hope to the Last?

“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful;” Hebrews 10:23

God is a faithful Promise-Maker who cannot lie and a faithful Promise-Keeper who can be trusted
to come through for His glory and our good in the end! (6:11-20; 11:1-12:3)

God'’s promise-keeping is greater than our present tribulation and future persecution!

Hold Fast to the Last in Hope to Move Forward!

Let us hold fast to the hope we confess all the way to the end, because it will be worth it!
God guarantees it by the blood of His Son and the power of His Spirit in us as His New Covenant believer-priests!
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