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Melchizedek the Great 
 

Lesson Twenty-One  •  Hebrews 7:4-10 
 

Where Are We in the Book of Hebrews? 
 

Hold Fast to Our Confession with Confidence: “Jesus is the Greater Melchizedek!”  [See Book Chart!] 
 

Where Are We in Hebrews 7? 
 

Melchizedek: The Man of Mystery & the Meaning of His Ministry as a Priest “Forever”  [See Melchizedek • Hebrews 7 Chart] 
 
 

 The Historical Appearance of Melchizedek.  (7:1-3) 
 
1. The Manhood of Melchizedek.  (v. 1a) 
2. The Ministry of Melchizedek  (v. 1b-2) 
3. The Mystery of Melchizedek  (v. 3)     “but made like the Son of God, he remains a priest perpetually” 

 
What Melchizedek was LITERARILY in the inspired Scriptures, Jesus is LITERALLY in His incarnation, 

resurrection, and exaltation to God’s right hand as the King-Priest forever! 
 
 
 The Logical Importance of Melchizedek.  (7:4-10) 
 

What Makes Melchizedek So Great? 
 

“Now observe how great this man was…” (7:4a) 
 
 
 
1. Melchizedek the Man Was Greater than ABRAHAM. (7:4-7) 

 
 Abraham is GREAT.  (7:4, 6) 

 
PATRIARCH of God’s people (v. 4) and POSSESSOR of God’s promises (v. 6). 

 
 
 Melchizedek was GREATER as a Type of Christ.  (7:4b-7) 

 
Two Reasons Melchizedek Is Greater 
 

1. Abraham the patriarch GAVE Melchizedek a tithe of his spoils. (v. 4) 
 
When did he do it?  (v. 1)  “and blessed him, to whom also Abraham apportioned a tenth part of the spoils” 
 
 
How did he do it? (v. 2)  “Abraham apportioned a tenth part,” 
 
 
Why did he do it?  (v. 4)  “gave a tenth of the choicest spoils.” 
 
 
To whom did he give it?  (v. 4)  “Now observe how great this one was to whom Abraham the patriarch gave.” 
 
 
Logical Importance of Abraham’s Giving When It Comes to Greatness 
 

• Abraham gave even though his descendants through Levi were commanded to repeatedly and continually 
collect the tithe (present tense) from their fellow Israelites by the Law. (v. 5) 
 



 

• But Melchizedek who has no genealogy connected to Levi (or even Abraham!) collected the tithe from 
Abraham with lasting consequences (perfect tense). (v. 6a) 
 
 
 

2. Melchizedek BLESSES Abraham the possessor of the promises. (v. 6b-7) 
 
 
 

Logical Importance of Abraham’s Being Blessed When It Comes to Greatness 
Beyond any dispute the lesser is blessed by the greater!  (v. 7) 

 
 
 
 
2. Melchizedek the Man Was Greater than LEVI and His Priesthood. (7:8-10) 

 
Two Reasons Melchizedek Is Greater 
 

 Levitical priests literally DIED but Melchizedek literarily LIVES forever. (v. 8) 
 
“of whom it is witnessed” points back to the inspired text of Genesis 14:18-20 and Hebrews 7:3! 

 
• Literarily Melchizedek appears “without father, without mother” 

• Literarily Melchizedek appears “without genealogy” 

• Literarily Melchizedek appears “having neither beginning of days or end of life” 
 

“but made like the Son of God, he remains a priest perpetually” 
 
 

Logical Importance of Living When It Comes to Greatness 
Living forever is greater than staying dead! 

 
 
 

 Levi whose sons presently receives tithes had ALREADY paid tithes to Melchizedek.  (vv. 9-10) 
 
 

Logical Importance of Timing When It Comes to Greatness 
The lesser paid tithes in the past even though collecting tithes in the present! 

 
 
 

“Melchizedek the Great” Means that Jesus Our High Priest According to the Order of Melchizedek 
Is the GREATEST! 

 

Greater than Even Melchizedek and Any Earthly Priesthood or Heavenly Mediation of Mortal Men or Women! 
 
1. Jesus is greater than any blood ties to Abraham the patriarch or anyone else! Jesus was not merely Jewish but also God 

Himself! 
 
 

2. Jesus is greater than receiving the promises of the Abrahamic Covenant! Jesus did not merely possess God promises 
but He fulfills them in His person and work! 
 
 

3. Jesus is greater than any priest or “apostolic” succession or priestly hierarchy!  Jesus is not merely a high priest but died 
for sinners as their sinless Sacrifice and rose from the dead as their perfect Substitute and eternal Mediator! 

 
 

Jesus is perfectly qualified like no other to be our eternal high priest 
who ministers forever in the very presence of God!  (7:11-28) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 

 


