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Stay Fixated on Hebrews! 
 

Lesson One • Introduction to the Book of Hebrews 
 

Reading the Book of Hebrews: “Toto, I have a feeling we’re not Kansas anymore!” 
 
The Challenge of Hebrews 
 

• The OLD Testament Background. 
 
 

• The WARNING Passages. 
 
 

• The THEOLOGICAL Tensions. 
 
 

• The CONTEXT of the Letter. 
 

The many unknowns of this book are a downside but, ultimately, they are an UPSIDE for us! 
 
 

Introduction to the Book of Hebrews 
 

1. What Kind of Letter Is It? 
 
 Begins like a SERMON and ends like a LETTER.  (1:1-14; 13:18-25) 

 
“But I urge you, brethren, bear with this word of exhortation, for I have written to you briefly.”  Hebrews 13:22 

 
“After the reading of the Law and the Prophets the synagogue officials sent to them, saying, “Brethren, if you have 

any word of exhortation for the people, say it.’ Paul stood up, and motioning with his hand said, ‘Men of Israel, 
and you who fear God, listen:’” Acts 13:15-16 

 
 

Purpose of a Sermon-Letter 
Meant to be heard first as a sermon while being read as a letter! 

 
Pattern of the Sermon-Letter 

Explanation (interpretation) followed by exhortation (application) on repeat! 
 
 
 
2. Who Wrote This Sermon-Letter? 

 
We DON’T KNOW! 

 
 Many speculations: Paul, Luke, Apollos, Barnabas, Silas, Philip, Stephen, Jude, Timothy, Clement of Rome, Priscilla, 

even Mary the mother of Jesus. 
 

Some of these are a good guess while others are WILD speculations. 
 
 

 What do we know? 
 

Male, likely Jewish, Greek-cultured, well-educated, synagogue-familiar, eloquent speaker, 
quotes the Greek Old Testament (LXX), second generation believer, leader with a pastor-teacher’s heart! 

 

Plus, not one of their local leaders and yet considered one of them!  (13:17-19) 
 
 

APOLLOS is a great guess (Acts 18:24-28) and was Martin Luther’s first choice! 
 



 

 Not knowing keeps the focus on the DIVINE Author which is what this “pastor-teacher” does even when he knows 
who the human author is!  (1:5-7, 13; 2:6, 12-13; 3:7) 
 
 
SERIES: Hupakouw: Hearing to Obey: Master the spiritual skill of listening to God speak through sermons. 

 
 
 
3. To Whom Was This Sermon-Letter Delivered? 

 
We DON’T KNOW! 

 
 What do we know? 

 
1. Largely JEWISH Christians who heard the gospel from others who heard it from Jesus.  (2:3) 

 
2. Saved LONG enough should be disciplers but had also endured difficult persecution.  (5:11-12; 10:32-35) 

 
3. About to face more persecution, perhaps even DEATH.  (12:3-4) 

 
4. Beginning to FALL AWAY from Christ and forsake worshipping together to avoid suffering.  (3:12; 10:23-25) 

 
5. Risked being like the WILDERNESS generation that heard God’s voice but refused to enter God’s rest.  (3:12-15; 

4:12-3) 
 

6. But the pastor-teacher believes BETTER things and ends with a BLESSING regarding God’s ability to work in 
and through them.  (6:9; 13:20-21) 

 
 

 Not knowing reminds us that we are ALL weary pilgrims who must trust and obey the Son through our present 
wilderness until we enter God’s future rest! 

 
 
 

4. Where Was This Sermon-Letter Delivered? 
 

We DON’T KNOW! 
 

 What do we know? 
 

Perhaps to Jewish Christians in ROME (13:24). But this could also mean the writer was in Rome 
writing to Jewish Christians in Palestine! 

 
 Not knowing keeps the Bible in the FOREGROUND and forces us to COMPARE Scripture with Scripture which is 

done throughout this “sermon-letter”! 
 
 
 

5. When Was This Sermon-Letter Delivered? 
 

We DON’T KNOW! 
 
 What do we know? 

 
Likely after AD 62 or 65 since Timothy has been released from prison (13:23), yet this is never mentioned in Acts or Paul’s 

letters. But before the destruction of the Temple in AD 70, since sacrifices are apparently still being offered (10:2). 
 

So, between AD 65-70?  Or before Nero’s persecution AD 60-65? 
 
 

 Not knowing keeps the focus on “TODAY” which is exactly where the pastor-teacher wants us to stay fixated! (1:5; 
3:7, 13, 15; 4:7; 5:5; 13:8)! 
 
 
 

3-FOLD FOCUS in HEBREWS and 3 HELPS for READING HEBREWS…TODAY! 
 

SEE CHART:  Book of Hebrews 
 
 
 

HEBREWS:  Stay Fixated on Christ’s Greater Glory to Hold Fast and Move Forward to God’s Future Rest 



 

 

 


