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Adult Discipleship 

 

Have a musical gift? Got a song 

in your heart? Help Baldwin 

Community UMC make a joyful 

noise by joining the music 

ministry!  

Email Franklin Mosley, Director 

of Music Ministry, for more 

details.  

Fmosley@baldwincommunityum

c.com  7 

 

Tell Me Somethin’ Good 

Lighthouse Bible Study—

If the Bible speaks it, we 

teach it!  

Thursdays at 2pm 

in the 1st Floor 

Conference Room 

Contact Karen Kleinhampl at 412-

884-5417 for more information. 

Devoted Disciples 

1st and 3rd 

Mondays at 7pm 

at the King’s 

house 

Contact Steve King at 

dsktjk1@aol.com or Sam/Sandy 

Young at sayyoung@comcast.net 

for more information. 

Updated Bathroom! 

Thanks to your generosity, we used funds 
from GFM (Growing Faithful Ministries) to 
complete our ADA-compliant bathroom off 

of the narthex.  

New Look in the Loft! 
 

Your Thanksgiving monetary gifts enabled the choir 
to purchase new robes. We are hoping to donate the 

old ones to a church in Zimbabwe through The 
Nyadire Connection. 

Successful Simulation! 
 

Our Racial Wealth Gap Simulation on January 16th 
helped participants learn how federal policies have 
created structural inequalities such as in property 
ownership and education and how these policies 

increase hunger and poverty in communities of color.  
 

Thank you to the Diversity and Inclusion Team and 
Bread for the World for this event. A new book study 

started in January. For more information, contact 
Barbara Gjerstad at wildirishrose@gmail.com.  

Christie Lobb joined our 
staff as the Financial 

Administrator. Christie 
lives in Bethel Park with 

her husband and 3 
children. She spent 7 

years in Denver where 
she worked in revenue 

management in the 
healthcare industry. She 
has since relocated back 
to her roots in Pittsburgh 

where she started her 
career in credit and 

finance. 

    Staff Additions! 

God wants us to have faith and to increase our faith. But how? It’s 

not something we can just wish for or work up on our own. How can 

we grow in faith as we age? 

There are many opportunities to grow in your faith here at Baldwin 

Community. Each Sunday at 10 am, Dr. Justin Pearl is leading Adult 

Sunday School “In the Beginning to Amen: A Whole Bible Study” in 

the Parlor. This class is designed for both teens and adults. Two 

different studies led by members of the congregation are available: 

Lighthouse Bible Study on Thursdays at 2 pm in the 1st Floor 

Conference Room or Devoted Disciples on the 1st and 3rd Mondays 

at 7 pm at the King’s house. Additionally, classes for potential new 

members will be beginning in late February with Pastor Pamela 

Gardner. They will meet at 2 pm in the Conference Room on 

February 26th, March 5th, 12th, and 19th. On April 2nd, there will be 

a wonderful opportunity for a Meet and Greet with those who are 

taking the membership classes at 2pm in Wesley Hall. One of our 

highly anticipated annual opportunities for reflection and learning is 

our Lenten Hiking Club. This group will meet on Saturdays at 8:30 in 

various parks: February 25th, March 11th, 25th, and April 8th.   

Bob Jox joined our staff in 
December as the 

Facilities Manager.  Bob 
lives in Mt. Lebanon with 
his wife and 2 daughters. 
He is a retired veteran, 
serving over 20 years in 
the United States Marine 

Corps and is a proud 
Duquesne University 

alum.  Also, Bob currently 
serves as the Assistant 

Coach for the Mt. 
Lebanon HS girls 
wrestling team. 



 

 

 February 5th: “Love Your Neighbor” month begins with Guest Preacher, Rev. Erin Davenport 

 February 12th: Communion Sunday 

 February 19th: Guest Preacher, Deborah Swineford 

 February 22nd: Ash Wednesday, 7 pm in the Sanctuary 

 March 5th: “Holy Vessels: Finding Healing During Lent” begins, Communion Sunday 

 April 2nd: Palm Sunday, 9 am in Asbury, 11 am in the Sanctuary  

 April 6th: Maundy Thursday Dinner Church Potluck, 6 pm in Asbury  

 April 7th: Good Friday, 6 pm in the Sanctuary 

 April 9th: Easter Sunday, 9 am in Asbury, 11 am in the Sanctuary, Communion Sunday  

Upcoming Worship 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING YOUTH GROUP EVENTS  
 

 February 19, 12:00 pm — Youth Ice Skating 

 March TBD, 5:00 pm — Youth Bowling 

 April 2, 5:00 pm — Youth Easter Party 

 July 16-22 — Save the Date: Youth Mission Trip 

Contact Justin at jpearl@baldwincommunityumc.com to be 
added to the distribution list for all youth events.  

Nursery News 

Our nursery will be reopening on Sunday February 5th and will be open on the first and third Sundays 

from 10 am to 12:10 pm until May 21st. If there is enough interest, we will reopen weekly. During the 

summer, the nursery will remain closed. Our staff members who will be caring for your child(ren) are 

Karen Hritz and Laura Mae Benestelli.  

Karen Hritz has been a member of the church for over 10 years and is a mother of two boys. She 

lives in the Baldwin area and works part time doing medical billing. You can catch her once a month 

helping with Lord's Pantry. She is an avid animal lover and has two rescue dogs that she enjoys taking to 

the park to walk. Karen also volunteers with our Youth Group as well as this past summer's New Creation 

Sports Camp where she had a wonderful time.  

Laura Mae Benestelli has been a member of the church since she was an infant and is a mother of 

three now. She lives in the Baldwin area and works as a toddler time teacher at Good Shepherd 

Preschool. She is very active in the Baldwin Whitehall School District as a PTO board member and helps 

at the school often. She is also an animal lover, having 1 dog and 5 cats. She also volunteered at this 

past summer's Sports Camp and loved every minute of it.  

If you are interested in asking the staff any questions please feel free to email them at: 

Karen Hritz: hritzkaren4@gmail.com 

Laura Mae Benestelli: lmbenestelli@gmail.com 

Child/Youth Discipleship 

Rev. Erin M. Davenport, LSW—Guest Preacher on February 5th 
 

Since graduating in 2005 from the M.Div./MSW program at Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary and the University of Pittsburgh, Erin has served as pastor in the PC
(USA) in chaplaincy ministry, Presbytery staff, consultant to non-profits and 
Director of the Miller Summer Youth Institute at Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary.  Since 2020, Erin has served Pittsburgh Theological Seminary as 
Director of Strategic Initiatives and Special Projects.  In addition to being a pastor, 
Erin is a licensed social worker.  This work has given Erin the opportunity to teach 
around the country on various topics involving Christianity, Youth Ministry, safety 
and mental health.  Erin and her husband Derek have two children, Dylan and 
Lydia, who enjoy adventuring with their parents! 

Deborah Swineford—Guest Preacher on February 19th 
 

Deborah Swineford grew up in a United Methodist parsonage family 
in Florida.  She attended Asbury College in Wilmore, KY where she 
studied Sociology and Bible, graduating with a BA degree in 1979.  
Dennis and Deborah met as freshman students and married soon 
after graduating. Deborah worked at the KY School for the Deaf while 
Dennis attended Asbury Theological Seminary.  The couple returned 
to Dennis’ home conference of WPAUMC where Deborah continued 
working with the Deaf as an interpreter and sign language teacher.  
Deborah’s relationship with The Nyadire Connection began through a 
cultural workshop sponsored by TNC in which she began sponsoring 
a learner in the HI Resource Unit at the Nyadire UM Mission. In June 
of 2022, she made her first trip to Nyadire and was enlisted to teach 
in the HI classroom for a week.  Deborah recently assumed the role 
of HI program leader of TNC. Deborah and her husband Dennis 
currently live in Edinboro where he is the District Superintendent of 
the Erie-Meadville District.  They have 5 grown children and 7 
grandchildren. 



 

 

Leadership Board  
 

The new leadership board met for the first time on Tuesday, January 
17. We're eager to start working, and we're hopeful that this new 
simplified structure will help us be more efficient. Here is a quick recap 
of some of our discussions: 
 
What are our WINS from the last few weeks? 
 New visitors 
 Racial Wealth Gap Simulation was educational, motivational, and 

brought new people in 
 The success of the Foster Love collection and the angel trees 
 The potential of the grant for the Lord’s Pantry 
 The Adult Bible Study has been very popular 
 The inspiration offered by the Advent devotional that was available 
 The inspiration from the sermon on gossip 
 The work of our choir 
What do we need to work on? 
 Continuing to draw others in 
 Stepping out of our comfort zones 
 Extending personal invitations to church events 
 Openly communicating 
 Recruiting more ushers for the 11:00 service 
How can you help us? 
 If you're interested in being an usher or helping with smaller projects 

around the church, contact us! 
 If you have a concern about something specific, let one of the 

leaders know or attend our next meeting on February 28th. 
 Come for an event! We have a number of opportunities coming up in 

February for Love Your Neighbor Month. 
 

Let's work together to be a source of God's love for our community! 

 

Preschool 

Our Lord’s Pantry continues to help local families and has seen an increase in the number of people who we 
are assisting on a monthly basis. In order to help us stock the pantry, our coordinator, Susan Eyrolles, 
suggests the following donations for the remainder of the year: 

Lord’s Pantry News 

Happy New Year from the Preschool! 

It is a brand-new year, and we are looking forward to seeing what 2023 

brings! We have had a great start to the school year and look forward to a 

successful end of the year. We are continuing to help our students adjust to 

school, learn daily routines, encourage them to make new friends and teach 

them the skills necessary for their age group. It has been a busy but fun few 

months. We have had Halloween parades and parties, Thanksgiving feasts, 

and Christmas activities. The month of January has been a welcomed 

quieter month. 

In February, we will begin registration for the 2023-24 school year. On 

February 6th, our current students can register and on February 9th, we 

open registration for new students. This year will be the first year that we 

offer online registration that will streamline the process and make it easier 

for families to register from home. We are excited to be implementing a new 

software system for the preschool. 

We held an Open House/Information Day on Saturday January 14th and had 

48 families stop by to inquire about their child attending our program. It is 

wonderful to see how sought-after our preschool is. Most of our new 

enrollment is due to current or previous families recommending our 

preschool to their friends and family. We are truly blessed that our families 

think so highly of us and help to spread the word. We look forward to the 

warm weather so the kids can play outside. Spring will be here before we 

know it. Thank you for your continued support! 

February: soup, crackers 

March: cookies, cereal 

April: shampoo, cake mix, jello 

May: condiments, boxed meals 

June: cereal, salad dressing 

July: cookies, dish soap 

August: snack crackers, peanut 

butter, jelly 

September: cereal, paper 

towels 

October: soup, crackers 

November: pumpkin, 

evaporated milk, stuffing 

December: gravy, cereal 

Outreach 
 

Our visits to Daily Bread for 
2023 will be February 5th, 
April 2nd, June 4th, August 

6th, October 1st and 
December 3rd. We would 

love some help, so if you are 
able to volunteer or would be 

willing to bake or buy a 
dessert, please reach out to 

Jessica Speer at 
jessicaspeer83@gmail.com 

or Paula Turek at 
pturek401@hotmail.com.  

 
For February’s Love Your 

Neighbor month, we will be 
collecting: 

 
 New white socks for Daily 

Bread until February 5th.  
 Soup and crackers for The 

Lord’s Pantry (bring to 
Souper Bowl Sunday) 

 Aluminum pop tabs for the 
Ronald McDonald House 

Bus trips 

In 2023, there are 3 different bus trips scheduled: 

 June 12-13: Creation Museum and Ark 

Encounter (Kentucky) 

 August 14-18: Mackinaw Island (Michigan) 

 November 18: Oglebay Festival of Lights 

(Pennsylvania) 

Contact Elaine and Dave Lewis for more 

information at 412-885-4560. 

 

Visit bit.ly/TNCLent2023 to 

help our friends in Nyadire 

with a Lenten Giving Calendar 

that begins on February 22nd. 

We are seeking a volunteer to help with parking lot control on the 4th Thursday of each month.  

Looking Ahead 


