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A weekly visitor to your home bringing 
you news from Central Christian Church 

Our mission … Sharing Christ, 
Changing Lives, Delivering Hope 

SUNDAY, MARCH 5, 2023 
TRADITIONAL WORSHIP  

IN-PERSON (SANCTUARY)  
AT 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 
AND LIVE STREAMED ON 

WWW.CCCDISCIPLES.ORG  
AND FACEBOOK LIVE 

AT 10:30 AM 
 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP  
IN-PERSON (GREAT HALL)  
AND LIVE STREAMED ON  

WWW.CCCDISCIPLES.ORG 
AND FACEBOOK LIVE  

AT 9:15 AM 
 

Second Benefit of a Christian Life... 
Rest 

Text: Matthew 11:28-30 
Michael E. Karunas 

Welcome 101 
Have you been attending Central Christian for a while and interested in learning 
more about us?  Would you like to hear about ways you can plug in and        
connect to what’s happening here?  Would you like a tour of our building and 
learn the wonderful ministries housed here? 
If so, then we’d love to have you join us at “WELCOME 101.”  This is a              
90-minute info-gathering hosted by our ministerial staff here at Central.  We 
will meet in the Connection Café for an hour and then go on a walking tour of 
the building.   

Monday, March 13 from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. 
Monday, March 27 from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. 

Please reserve your place at this event by contacting the office (217-428-4336 
or central@cccsdisciples.org).   

 
Welcome Carl! 

Welcome Carl Fuerstenberg to the Central Christian Church 
staff! You’ll see Carl at the Welcome Center on Tuesdays - 
Thursdays, working on the bulletin, newsletter, and slide 
shows for Sunday services, as Kathleen does more             
administrative work with Pastor Michael. Carl is originally 
from Appleton, WI. He has been in Decatur for 2 years now, 
with his wife Lori and dog Sadie. Together they have 8     
children and are very busy with family functions. They like to 
travel back to Wisconsin when they can. In his spare time, Carl enjoys baseball, 
board games, and music. Please help us make Carl feel welcome! 

The Central Visitor 

The Search Committee Hosting Round-tables 
We have scheduled 3 sessions of Round Table discussions regarding the search for a new Associate Minister for Sunday, 
March 5th after each service: 9:00, 10:15, and 11:30 in the Connection Café. Please ponder the following questions and 
come to the Roundtable to share with us: 
1) What characteristics and traits do you hope to see in our next Associate Pastor? 
2) What ministry opportunities do you see for our congregation, either currently or in the foreseeable future? What gifts 

and resources do we have within the congregation to respond to these opportunities? 
3) Describe our congregation’s strengths and growing edges. 
4) What other thoughts would you like to share? 
If you are unable to attend any of the roundtables but would like to share your answers with the committee, feel free to 
email them to central@cccdisciples.org. 
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The Color Purple 
The “official” church color of the Lenten season (these 40 days preceding    
Easter) is purple.  The significance of the color purple predates the season of 
Lent, the church and even Christianity itself.  During Roman times, purple fabric 
was produced using dye made with secretions from snails that lived primarily 
on the eastern edge of the Mediterranean Sea (in what is today Lebanon).  To 
harvest this dye was both time- and labor-intensive and thus the cost of purple 
fabric was extremely high.  Only the wealthiest could afford it.  In fact, Roman 
societal ranks were associated with the shades of “purple” assigned to one’s 
uniform.  Infantry soldiers wore red, while higher-ranking senators would wear 
something more like mauve or magenta.  Anything resembling deep purple of 
violet was reserved for the Emperor and his court. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A well-known scriptural reference to the color purple comes from the Book of 
Acts (16:11ff.).  There, a woman named Lydia is described as a “dealer in      
purple” and as the “head of her household,” which means she is clearly a      
successful business-woman serving a high-end clientele.  Another noteworthy 
reference to the color purple comes from Luke 16, in which a man’s wealth is 
described by his “feasting sumptuously every day” and being “dressed in      
purple.”  Before the color purple was associated with royalty, it was associated 
with wealth.  Or, precisely because it was so costly, and because only the most 
wealthy could therefore afford it, it became associated with royalty. 
 
When the Romans embraced Christianity in the 4th century (early 300s), the 
first churches were called “Basilicas” (the Greek word for “Kingdom”) and were 
converted governmental buildings used by the empire.  And the color purple 
began being worn by the priesthood.  In choosing to wear and display the color 
purple during the season of Lent, the ancient fathers were sending a message 
to all of us.  The tone and tenor of the Lenten season is somber.  It is somber, 
because it is penitential.  During the 40 days of Lent, believers are challenged to 
look inward and accept their own sinfulness; their own limitations and         
mortality; their own brokenness and need for Christ; and how Jesus ultimately 
died on the cross for us.  If this aspect of our Christian faith is missing or        
neglected, the celebration of Jesus rising from the tomb to save us cannot be 
fully realized or appreciated. 
 
For the color purple to be the color of penance and remorse – more than      
royalty – in the church, we are shown that the way to greatness is through   
humility.  The path to salvation is through confession.  The road traveled by the 
king is the road to the cross.  The Franciscan Richard Rohr speaks about “falling 
upward” - the only way to rise to eternal connection with God is by recognizing 
our own brokenness and neediness – not boasting in our triumphs, power, and   

(continued on page 3…) 

Elderberries Meal and Program 
Elderberries will meet again on 

March 8th, with an Italian theme! 
John Baird will play some beautiful 

music in the Sanctuary for us at 
11:30, and then we will move down-

stairs to enjoy our meal. Menu: 
chicken alfredo, broccoli, Italian    

salad, Olive Garden breadsticks, and 
Lemon Lush for dessert. 

Please RSVP by Thursday, March 2nd, 
to central@cccdisciples.org or call 

217-428-4336 or sign up at  
the Welcome Center.  

 
Prayer Shawl Ministry Update 

Do you knit, crochet, or use a loom? 
Prayer Shawl Ministry is meeting on 
March 15, at 1:30. We meet in     
Connection Café. Please come and 
join us. We will be happy to help you 
get started with a pattern.  
The members of Prayer Shawl Prayer 
Ministry lovingly donate their time 
and talent to make prayer shawls, lap 
robes, scarves, and hats for those 
who are ill or injured or in need of 
some comfort. For more information 
contact Nancy King at 217-876-1786 
or call the church office. 
 

Happy Birthday!! (3/5—3/18) 
Jim Bednar, Dick Cain, Sarah  

Jennings, Sandy Garver, Mary Jane 
Linton, Cheryl Zollinger, Katie Miller, 
Tom Spry, Lawrence Thicksten, Kevin  
Wilmot, Keith Backes, Kevin Miller, 
Mark Kincaid, Leona Bray, Carole 

Baumann, Yvonne Purcell, Dee Dee 
Gain, Joslin McLemore, Luke  

Karunas, Janelle Beedle, Robin  
Ferrebee, Greg Luckett, Trent Moran, 

Arya Clark 

Minister’s Article 

Counting On You 
Sunday February 19, 2023 

Total worshipping online = 103 
Total worshipping in-person = 236 

 
Counting On You 

Sunday February 26, 2023 
Total worshipping online = 142 

Total worshipping in-person = 203 

mailto:central@cccdisciples.org


might.  No wonder that Jesus said toward the end of Mark 10 – “You know that 
among the Gentiles, those whom they recognize as rulers lord it over them, and 
their great ones are tyrants over them.  But it is not so among you.  Whoever 
wishes to become great among you must be your servant.  And whoever wishes 
to be first of all must be slave of all.  For the Son of Man came not to be served, 
but to serve.  And to give his life as a ransom for many.”   
 
So when we see purple displayed during Lent, let us remember that the kingdom 
Jesus came to build is not limited to some.  Nor is it attained through earthly 
means and power.  It is rather open to all of us.  That is, all who are willing to 
accept their limitation and need.  They will all have the possibility to become 
kings and queens in the heavenly realm... the realm which matters most.      
 
      Blessings – Michael 
 

Great News to Share! 
Central is blessed beyond measure with children and families in our church!  You 
may not see all of them on a Sunday morning, but they are filling our nursery, 
Sunday School classes, and worship services – especially at the 9:15  service, 
where we have recently added a Time for All God’s Children.  
It’s a joy to share this great news with you. I would also like to ask you to       
consider helping me with three things: 
1. We are ready to hire someone to join our nursery staff. Please keep your 

eyes and ears open and let me know if you know of anyone interested. 
2. Please think about volunteering by taking a turn to work with our staff in the 

church nursery or helping in Sunday School. 
3. Will you commit to praying with me for the people who will step forward to 

serve in these ways AND also to pray for our children and families? 
God has blessed us abundantly with these dear children and families. Let’s show 
them how much we love them by serving them well. You can reach me for    
questions at (svwoolridge@gmail.com, 309-645-9845) 
       Blessings, Pastor Vicky 
 

Small Groups during Lent  
For the six (6) weeks of Lent (week of February 26 – week of April 2), we are  
inviting everyone in the church to join a small group.  The groups will meet once 
a week (for 1 hour) and will cover the small group curriculum based on the     
sermon series “MORE: the Benefits of a Christian Life.”   
Sundays (9:15 AM) Maple/Virgil  Rm. 340 (first meeting: 2/26) 
Sundays (8:30 PM) Pastor Vicky  ZOOM (first meeting: 2/26) 
Tuesdays (7:00 AM) Jim Fitzpatrick  Café (first meeting: 2/28) 
Tuesdays (6:00 PM) Gretchen Kirby   412 (first meeting: 3/7) 
Wednesdays (6:00 PM) Lucy Acheson  ZOOM (first meeting: 2/28) 
Thursdays (4:15 PM) Pastor Michael  Café (first meeting: 3/2) 

Look for sign-up sheets to come soon! 
 

In Sympathy 
In sympathy we mourn with the family of Ida Jean Booher who passed away on 
February 15, 2023. Ida had been a member of Central Christian Church for 68 
years. Thank you for joining us in prayer for her family. 
 

NECF Collection for March 5th = Cereal, soup, & non-perishables. 

Sunday (5) 
   8:00-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
   9:15-Sunday School 
   9:15-Virgil/Maple small group, 340 
   9:15-Contemporary Worship, GH & online  
   10:30-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary & online 
   4:00-Youth Group 
   8:30-Woolridge small group, Zoom 
Monday (6) 
   9:15-Prayer Group, Ramp Room 
   1:00-DOVE Kids’ Clothing Room open—until 5:30) 
   5:00-Elder planning 
   5:00-Praise Band practice, Great Hall 
Tuesday (7) 
   7:00-Fitzpatrick small group, Connection Café 
   9:30-Christcare Stitchers, 3R 
   9:30-Card Ministry, 340 
   5:30-Millikin Heights, Disciples Room 
   6:00-Kirby small group, 412 
Wednesday (8) 
   11:30-Elderberries program, Sanct. & GH 
   1:00-DOVE Kids’ Clothing Room open 
   5:00-Elders 
   6:30-Acheson small group, Zoom  
Thursday (9) 
   10:00-Alanon, 340 
   12:00-Support Staff meeting, Conf. Room 
   4:15-Karunas small group, Connection Café  
   5:30-Brass, Disciples Room 
   7:00-Chancel Choir, Choir Room 
Friday (10) 
Saturday (11) 
   7:30-Kiwanis Pancake breakfast, G. Hall 
Sunday (12) 
   8:00-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
   9:15-Sunday School 
   9:15-Virgil/Maple small group, 340 
   9:15-Contemporary Worship, GH & online  
   10:30-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary & online 
   4:00-Millikin Concert– The Drone Mass  
   8:30-Woolridge small group, Zoom 
Monday (13) 
   9:00-Good Sam volunteer opportunity 
   9:15-Prayer Group, Ramp Room 
   12:30-Women’s Book club, Panera 
   1:00-Golden K Kiwanis 
   1:00-DOVE Kids’ Clothing Room open 
   6:00-Welcome 101, Connection Café  
Tuesday (14) 
   7:00-Fitzpatrick small group, Connection Café 
   9:30-Christcare Stitchers, 3R 
   5:00-Women’s Book club 
   6:00-Kirby small group, 412 
Wednesday (15) 
   1:00-DOVE Kids’ Clothing Room open 
   1:30-Prayer Shawl ministry, Connection Café  
   3:30-DAR Board meeting, Disciples Room 
   6:30-Acheson small group, Zoom 
Thursday (16) 
   10:00-Alanon, 340 
   4:15-Karunas small group, Connection Café  
   5:30-Brass, Disciples Room 
   7:00-Chancel Choir, Choir Room 
Friday (17) 
Saturday (18) 
   9:00-Church Council Retreat  
Sunday (19) 
   8:00-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
   9:15-Sunday School 
   9:15-Virgil/Maple small group, 340 
   9:15-Contemporary Worship, GH & online  
   10:30-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary & online 
   4:00-Youth Group 
   8:30-Woolridge small group, Zoom 
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Serving Schedule —  Sunday, March 5, 2023 
Elders: 
   8:00 & 10:30 - Matthew Swarthout & David York 
   9:15 - Matthew Swarthout 
March Prep Deacons: Donna Dash, Christine Lyman-Harm 
Offering Deacons: 
   8:30 - Gene Garver & Sid Rohrscheib  
   9:15 - Matt Moma 
   10:30 - David Martin & Ron Oliver 
Ushers: 
   8:00 -Team 4 - Hazel Perry, Capt., Karen Penn, Charlotte Ballance 
   10:30 - Team 9 - Kim Miller, Capt., Audrey Miller 
Greeters: 
   8:30 - Sandy Garver & Gail Prince 
   9:15 - Jodi Van Uytven 
   10:30 - Brett Swallow 
P.A. Operator: 
   8:00 - Donna Dash 
   10:30 - Keith Backes 
Liturgist: 
   8:00 & 10:30 - Charlotte Ballance 
   9:15 - Travis Wilcoxen 
 
 
Serving Schedule — Sunday, March 12, 2023 
Elders: 
   8:00 & 10:30 - Susan Bryant & Diana Ritter 
   9:15 - Diana Ritter 
March Prep Deacons: Donna Dash, Christine Lyman-Harm 
Offering Deacons: 
   8:00 - Sandy Garver & Krista Rohrscheib 
   9:15 - Angie & Ron Ingram 
   10:30 - Mike Kirby & Steve Swarthout 
Ushers: 
     8:00  - Team 5 - Mike Munos, Capt., Gerri Munos, Brad Munos,             

Brittney Moran, Bobby Munos 
   10:30 - Team 10 - David Martin, Capt., Gretchen Kirby 
Greeters: 
   8:00 - Carolyn McCall 
   9:15 - Deb & Randy Trei 
   10:30 - Dick & Sue Ann Cain 
P.A. Operator: 
   8:00 - Jim Bednar 
   10:30 - Mike Kirby 
Liturgist: 
   8:00 & 10:30 - Keith Backes 
   9:15 - Isabella Karunas 

Central Christian Church  (Disciples of Christ) 
 650 West William Street   Decatur, Illinois  62522 

 Telephone (217)428-4336   FAX (217)428-1700 
www.cccdisciples.org 

e-mail:  central@cccdisciples.org 
 

    Michael E. Karunas ...................................................... Senior Minister 
    David Martin ................................................................ Youth Director 
    Ben Hawkinson ....................................................... Director of Music 
    Vicky Woolridge .................................................... Pastor for Families 
    Don Martin ...........................................................Visitation Associate 
    Cordelia “Dee Dee” Gain ....................................................... Organist 
    David Williams ...................................................................... Organist 
    Kathleen Dudley ........................................... Administrative Assistant 
    Yvonne Boyd ................................................ Administrative Assistant 
    Carl Fuerstenberg ......................................... Administrative Assistant 
    Emily Elsea ............................................................ Nursery Attendant 
    Rachel Miller ......................................................... Nursery Attendant 
    Abigail Smith  ................................... …………………..Nursery Attendant 
    Andrew Evans ............................................................. Lead Caretaker 
    Sam Hawkinson ................................................................... Caretaker 

“Like” and “Follow” us on Facebook   
To “like” hit the thumbs-up icon.   
To “follow” click on the ellipse icon (…).   
You will see a list of options pop up.   
Find the option marked “follow” and click on that. 

Prayer Request Text-In! 
Have a prayer request? Text PRAY to 217
-212-2173, or use the QR code to the left. 
“PRAY” is the only word you should type. 
Your phone then sends you a link to the 
prayer request form to fill out. We would 

love to pray with you and follow up, if you wish. 


