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A weekly visitor to your home bringing 
you news from Central Christian Church 

Our mission … Sharing Christ, 
Changing Lives, Delivering Hope 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 22, 2023 
TRADITIONAL WORSHIP  

IN-PERSON (SANCTUARY)  
AT 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 
AND LIVE STREAMED ON 

WWW.CCCDISCIPLES.ORG  
AND FACEBOOK LIVE 

AT 10:30 AM 
 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP  
IN-PERSON (GREAT HALL)  
AND LIVE STREAMED ON  

WWW.CCCDISCIPLES.ORG 
AND FACEBOOK LIVE  

AT 9:15 AM 
 

The Big 4: Questions That Matter 
Most: Why Am I Here? 

Text: Eph. 2:8-10; Luke 4:18-19 
Michael E. Karunas 

 

Happy Birthday!! (1/22—2/4) 
Pamela Bednar, Jan Baird,  

Sue Ann Cain, Sally Thicksten, 
Judy Wagner, Tina Shambaugh, 
Hannah Swim, Karen Browning, 
Mary Waldmier, Debbie Foster, 

Tony Reider, Emmy Williams, 
Reese Mahannah, Doug Luthy,  

Aden Batts, Olivia Patricio,  
John Downs, Jessa Wilcoxen,  
Jane Hickman, Nola Redden,  

Cohen Moma 

Save the Date... “What I Learned From the Pandemic” 
One of the things that came out of conversations 
among the elders toward the end of 2022 was interest 
in offering an opportunity for people to share what 
they have learned – about themselves, others, etc... – 
from living through the Covid pandemic.  Granted Covid 
is still very much with us and yet after nearly two years of living with it, we 
have more perspective on all things Covid-related than we did a year or more 
ago.  To that end, Pastors Vicky and Michael will host two (2) opportunities to 
gather with others  - “small-group style” – and share our responses to the 
statement “What I Learned From the Pandemic.” 
Both dates will follow the same program so you need not attend both.  Here are the 
details: 

• Wednesday 1/25 and Monday 1/30 

• 5:30 p.m. each night (we are reserving a maximum of 90 minutes for these events, 
though one or both may not take that whole time) 

• Place TBA (though it will be at the church) 

• Nursery will be available for small children (this is less “family event” than a 
“parent” one) 

• RSVP is encouraged (though not necessary.  It simply gives us a sense for how 
better to prepare). 

• Here are the two (2) questions that will guide our time together: 

 How did you find yourself growing in unexpected and positive ways due to the  
pandemic? 

 What were the biggest challenges to you (and/or those closest to you)? 
 
Our goal in coming together for these conversations is to gain a deeper understanding 
about how the pandemic has affected each of us and how we can support one another 
moving forward.   
 

From the Stewardship Committee 
A big THANK YOU to everyone who has picked up their 2023 offering             
envelopes!  If you have not picked up your envelopes and you still want them, 
please call or email the church office.  We will either mail or hand deliver them 
to you.  And thank you for your generosity.  Each gift is important as we live out 
our mission to share Christ, change lives, and deliver hope. 
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Just Follow 
We have entered the third week of the new year, and this is a critical time for 
those who set new years resolutions for themselves.  According to               
Psychnewsdaily.com, two-thirds of people give up on their new years              
resolutions after four weeks.  So week three is a critical time in determining a 
resolution’s future.  When it comes to setting goals and resolutions, it is well 
established that clear goals and challenging but realistic goals have the best 
chance of being met.  The same can be said of our spiritual lives.  Because while 
most resolutions have to do with diet or exercise, we – as people of faith – 
should commit every year to growing in our faith and in living out that faith in 
our day-to-day lives.   
 
When we read the Gospels, we notice that the first thing Jesus did in his      
ministry was to call people to join him.  And the inner circle he built was not 
comprised of anyone who had any experience doing what Jesus was calling 
them to do.  Nor did he call them to be perfect in whatever they would do on 
his behalf.  He simply asked them to follow.  In Matthew, Mark, and Luke, he 
tells his first disciples, “Follow me.”  In the Gospel of John, the terminology is a 
bit different by the essence is the same – “Come and see,” he said.  The only 
thing Jesus asked them to do was to stay close to him.  Keep their eyes on him 
and their ears attuned to him; to travel with him and spend time with him.  And 
you know what?  The disciples did that.  They might have made a lot of         
mistakes along the way.  They were far from perfect.  Buy they were really 
good at following!  It is possible to be successful at following Jesus.  The        
disciples proved it!  

 
Following.  That is a clear goal and a    
realistic one.  It is challenging, because to 
stay close to Jesus, keep our eyes and 
ears on him, and travel with him where 
he goes means that we have to create 
the time and space in our schedules to do 
so.  But it is something we all can do.  
Staying close to Jesus means committing 
to staying close to his Word.  There are 
many different ways to read the bible – 

and schedules to follow when doing so – but just read something.  Try starting 
with the passage we focus on in worship and commit to reading that slowly 
every day for the following week.  Often we get more out of the scripture by 
reading one passage many times than many passages once.   
 
Staying close to Jesus means committing to worship and simply being in the 
environment where the Holy Spirit is active.  Perfection is never the goal.  As 
we said in last week’s message, we are all flawed and imperfect people.  But 
following is.  If we are going to grow in our faith – and in the way we live    
faithfully – simply following Jesus and spending time with him is worth more 
than we could possibly imagine.  It’s why the first words to us out of Jesus’ 
mouth were “Follow me.”   
 
      Blessings – Michael 
 

From the Preschool 
The preschool staff and children 

would like to thank all the Central 
Christian Church members who    
generously donated funds for 
books.  Each of the preschool        

students unwrapped 3 brand new 
books, thanks to your generosity. 

THANK YOU! 
This month the children are learning 
about cold weather and how animals 

adapt to their.  We’ve been  
especially enjoying our BEAR CAVES 

this month.  Thank you for the boxes!  
- Melissa 

Minister’s Article 

Counting On You 
Sunday January 8, 2023 

Total worshipping online = 115 
Total worshipping in-person = 185 

 
Counting On You 

Sunday January 15, 2023 
Total worshipping online = 113 

Total worshipping in-person = 254 



Recognition and Blessing of Church Leaders 
As a new year gets underway, we also begin a new serving year in the             
congregation.  It is the service provided by our many faithful volunteers that 
makes the ministries of Central what they are.  In some cases, church leadership 
positions are changing, with new people stepping into new roles.  In other     
instances, church leaders are continuing in the positions they held in 2022.  It is 
important to recognize the leadership provided by all these volunteers within 
the context of worship.  On Sunday January 29, we will be doing just that.  We 
are asking all outgoing church leaders (those stepping down from their positions 
of leadership) as well as those who are beginning or continuing their position to 
attend the service of of their choice.  During all three services, we will recognize 
and thank those outgoing leaders, and offer prayers for all the new and          
continuing leaders.  Make sure to be in worship on January 29  to support all of 
our leaders at Central.  
 

Sanctuary Sound Booth Under Construction in January  
During the next two weeks, the sanctuary sound booth will be under               
construction.  This is part of the audio/visual improvements approved in our 
2022-2025 Capital Campaign.  Online worship will not be affected during that 
time.  We will continue to livestream the 10:30 a.m. service, but in order for us 
to continue to live-stream, as well as have effective sound and lighting the         
in-person congregation, for the Sundays including in that construction time, the 
back 2-3 pews on the north side of the sanctuary will be roped off.  We realize 
this might affect the way some experience worship and we thank you for your 
understanding and cooperation in advance.   
 

Michael’s Sabbatical – the Congregational President’s Perspective 
This past week Michael shared some general information with you regarding his 
sabbatical, scheduled for mid-May through early August.  This is an exciting time 
for all of us!  Michael will have an opportunity to refresh and renew, and we as a 
congregation can also reflect on what brings us joy and feeds our passion as we 
worship and serve God. 
 
One of the key ingredients of a successful sabbatical is a formal plan.  Just as  
Michael has a plan for his time away, the congregation will have one too.  Gerri 
Munos will lead a sabbatical committee to discuss the day-to-day needs of the 
congregation and how to fill those roles.  If serving on this committee is      
something you are interested in, you can contact Pastor Michael or Kim Maple.  
Please let us know no later than Sunday, January 22nd.  The committee will     
conclude its work in August, so this is a short term commitment. 
 
The work of the church belongs to the whole people, and this sabbatical is a 
great opportunity to embrace that as a congregation.   This could be your       
opportunity to discover your own gifts of leadership and service! 
 
As we partner with Michael to develop a meaningful sabbatical experience, we 
have two options.  We can cover the basics and get by, or we can answer this 
question, “What makes your heart sing?”  I hope we choose the later! 
 
We look forward to hearing your feedback and addressing any questions at    
upcoming roundtable discussions.  Or, feel free to share any sabbatical thoughts 
or concerns with us via email to central@cccdisciples.org.  

Sunday (22) 
   8:00-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
   9:15-Sunday School 
   9:15-Contemporary Worship, GH & online  
   10:30-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary & online 
   4:00-Youth Group 
   7:30-Millikin Collegiate Chorale Tour Finale 
Monday (23) 
   9:15-Prayer Group, Ramp Room 
   1:00-DOVE Kids’ Clothing Room open 
Tuesday (24) 
   7:00-Journeymen, Connection Café 
   9:30-Christcare Stitchers, 3R 
Wednesday (25) 
   1:00-DOVE Kids’ Clothing Room open 
   5:30-What I Learned from Covid  
   5:30-Contemp. Worship Planning, Disc. Room 
Thursday (26) 
   10:00-Alanon, 340 
   4:15-Journeymen 2, Connection Café  
   5:30-Koinonia, 412 
   5:30-Brass, Disciples Room 
   7:00-Chancel Choir, Choir Room 
Friday (27) 
Saturday (28) 
Sunday (29) 
   8:00-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
   9:15-Sunday School 
   9:15-Contemporary Worship, GH & online  
   10:30-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary & online 
   4:00-Youth Group 
Monday (30) 
   9:15-Prayer Group, Ramp Room 
   1:00-DOVE Kids’ Clothing Room open 
   3:30-Pastoral Support Committee, 401 
   5:30-What I Learned from Covid 
Tuesday (31) 
   7:00-Journeymen, Connection Café 
   9:30-Christcare Stitchers, 3R 
   1:00-Narcan Training 
Wednesday (February 1) 
   10:15-Preschool Chapel, Friendship Center 
   1:00-DOVE Kids’ Clothing Room open 
Thursday (2) 
   10:00-Alanon, 340 
   3:00-Decatur Needle Arts, Disciples Room 
   4:15-Journeymen 2, Connection Café  
   5:00-Koinonia, 412 
   5:30-Brass, Disciples Room 
   7:00-Chancel Choir, Choir Room 
Friday (3) 
Saturday (4) 
Sunday (5) 
   8:00-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
   9:15-Sunday School 
   9:15-Contemporary Worship, GH & online  
   10:30-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary & online 
   4:00-Youth Group 

Good Sam Volunteering 
Saturday, January 21st 

8:00 AM—1:00 PM 
Contact the office for more info!! 

mailto:central@cccdisciples.org
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Serving Schedule —  Sunday, January 22, 2023 
Elders: 
   8:00 & 10:30 - Matthew Swarthout & David York 
   9:15 - David York 
January Prep Deacons: Gregg & Linda Foltz 
Offering Deacons: 
   8:30 - Debbie Hoffert & Mike Munos 
   9:15 - Angie & Ron Ingram 
   10:30 - Gretchen Kirby & Steve Swarthout 
Ushers: 
   8:00 -Team 3 - Dennis Downey, Capt., Jim & Pamela Bednar 
   10:30 - Team 8 - Tom & Diana Ritter, David Sheffer 
Greeters: 
   8:30 - Jim & Pamela Bednar 
   9:15 - Deb & Randy Trei 
   10:30 - Mary Jane & Ron Oliver 
P.A. Operator: 
   8:00 - Donna Dash 
   10:30 - Keith Backes 
Liturgist: 
   8:00 & 10:30 - Tom Ritter 
   9:15 - Angie Horvath 
 
Serving Schedule — Sunday, January 29, 2023 
Elders: 
   8:00 & 10:30 - Susan Bryant & Diana Ritter 
   9:15 - Susan Bryant 
January Prep Deacons: Gregg & Linda Foltz 
Offering Deacons: 
   8:00 - Pamela Bednar & Carolyn McCall 
   9:15 - Marci & Steve Baumann 
   10:30 - Luke Kirby & Roberta Gorden 
Ushers: 
 8:00 - Team 4 - Hazel Perry, Capt., Karen Penn, Charlotte Ballance 
 10:30 - Team 9 - Kim Miller, Capt., Audrey Miller 
Greeters: 
   8:00 - Donna Dash 
   9:15 - Andy & Theresa Fulk 
   10:30 - Brett Swallow 
P.A. Operator: 
   8:00 - Jim Bednar 
   10:30 - Mike Kirby 
Liturgist: 
   8:00 & 10:30 - Kim Maple 
   9:15 - Isabella Karunas 

Central Christian Church  (Disciples of Christ) 
 650 West William Street   Decatur, Illinois  62522 

 Telephone (217)428-4336   FAX (217)428-1700 
www.cccdisciples.org 

e-mail:  central@cccdisciples.org 
 

    Michael E. Karunas ...................................................... Senior Minister 
    David Martin ................................................................ Youth Director 
    Ben Hawkinson ....................................................... Director of Music 
    Vicky Woolridge .................................................... Pastor for Families 
    Don Martin ...........................................................Visitation Associate 
    Cordelia “Dee Dee” Gain ....................................................... Organist 
    David Williams ...................................................................... Organist 
    Kathleen Dudley ........................................... Administrative Assistant 
    Yvonne Boyd ................................................ Administrative Assistant 
    Emily Elsea ............................................................ Nursery Attendant 
    Abigail Smith  ................................... …………………..Nursery Attendant 
    Andrew Evans ............................................................. Lead Caretaker 
    Sam Hawkinson ................................................................... Caretaker 
    Cheri Russell ........................................................................ Caretaker 

“Like” and “Follow” us on Facebook   
To “like” hit the thumbs-up icon.   
To “follow” click on the ellipse icon (…).   
You will see a list of options pop up.   
Find the option marked “follow” and click on that. 

Prayer Request Text-In! 
Have a prayer request? Text PRAY to 217
-212-2173, or use the QR code to the left. 
“PRAY” is the only word you should type. 
Your phone then sends you a link to the 
prayer request form to fill out. We would 

love to pray with you and follow up, if you wish. 


