
Message Reflections
a little something extra to keep you connected to Jesus this week

Message Reflections accompany the weekly message.

Now faith is the assurance, the confirmation, the title deed of the things we hope for, being
the proof of things we do not see and the conviction of their reality – faith perceiving as real
fact what is not revealed to the senses. (Hebrews 11:1 AMPC)

What is it about our fallen natures, that as born-again children of God, we can attend
services on the weekend and receive teaching on living life by faith, join with our small
groups and discuss matters of faith, and read the word of God daily to learn more about
faith, then we go out into the world and we hope in everything other the one who assures
of the things we hope for?!? We hope in our employers to provide for us. We hope in our
doctors to heal us. We hope in our counselors to give us understanding. We hope in our
politicians to lead us and deliver us. Employers and doctors and counselors and… well yes,
even politicians are all part of our story; they are there to help us on the journey of life, but
should we hope in them? When I place my hope in anything, anyone other than God, am I
not like the man who intently looks at himself in the mirror, and then after turning away, I
forget what I look like? Sadly, yes.

I may have shared this before, so apologies if this is old material, but it just had such a
profound impact on my life I must share it again. When I was young, before I would go out
with friends, or out on a date, my dad would say one sentence to me, “Remember who you
are?” In those four words, he was saying to me, when you go out tonight, you will be out in
the world, and you will be tempted to do things, say things, look at things, listen to things
and think things that are not pleasing to God, and they are not a part of who God is making
you. So, when those things show up ... and they will ... remember who you are, remember
whose you are, and say no to them, turn away from them, or get away from them.

The same idea applies here from the book of James on the topic of faith. Have you believed
in Jesus? Have you invited Him into your life and made Him Lord and Savior of your life?
Has He planted His good Word in your heart? Then look intently into Jesus and His word
and the instruction He has for you. Persevere in this practice. Make doing the things your
faith is built on your norm. Then, when the world comes knocking at your door with all the
things it tells you to hope in, you will remember who you are and boldly proclaim, “No! My
hope is in Jesus.”
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Thank God for your job, pray for your employer, but remember, God is your provider.
When you are ill, when you are injured, go see your doctor, and follow their prescribed
steps for healing, but remember it is by His stripes we are healed, for Jesus is your healer. It
is ok to not be ok. Go and see a counselor to help you work through the struggles in mind,
but remember the Holy Spirit gives wisdom and understanding, and if you will listen and be
filled with the Holy Spirit, He will guide you through even the shadow of death. Stay
engaged in the political process. Vote and pray for our leaders, but remember God
establishes the authorities. Jesus is the King of Kings, and the government shall be on His
shoulders, and there will be no end to the increase of His government and His peace. When
you go out into the world, remember who you are, and whose you are, and you will never
be like the man who looks in the mirror and immediately forgets what he looks like.

● Have you received Jesus as your Lord and Savior? What are you waiting for? Today is
your day of salvation!

● Where is your hope for physical needs, your financial needs, your mental and
emotional needs?

● What changes do you need to make in your life to place all your hope in Jesus?
● What changes do you need to make in your life so that every moment of every day,

you will remember who, and whose you are?


