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“On the Lamb” 

 

God’s grace and peace to you… 

 The phrase “on the lam” means to be on the loose, evading escape.  But as 

so often happens, the origin of phrases and idioms is interesting.  In the late 19th 

century, we see the word “lam” was used by pickpockets to alert each other to 

danger.  It was their code word, meaning “beat it!”  After a pickpocket secured the 

wallet, he would utter the word “lam” to any accomplices.  This meant to let the 

man go and get out of the way ASAP, before there was any trouble.   

 In John 1, we see John the Baptist, yelling his code word, not that there’s 

trouble, but there’s a solution.  “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin 

of the world.”  We could run that phrase over and over.  That’s the first thing that 

John tells us, and really, it’s the most important thing to know about Jesus.  

Maybe this is why, in the liturgy, this phrase is repeated—because it’s worth 

meditating on.  “Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on 

us…” Instead of people ske-daddling away, you have people arriving on the scene.  

And John disciples, at least some of them anyway, become Jesus’ disciples.   

 Following Jesus is a process where He changes us along the way.  As we go 

and grow, we invite others to join us in the same journey.  That’s what the first 
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disciples did back then and it’s what disciples still do today through information, 

imitation, invitation.  So what I want to do today is just bring out some 

observations about this familiar text—the baptism of Jesus and the calling of the 

first disciples.  I have something old, something new, something borrowed, but I 

don’t have anything blue.  But the bulletin cover is blue (by coincidence!) so there 

you go.   

 As for something old, the fact that Jesus is called the Lamb of God is an 

obvious reference to sacrifice.  That’s as familiar as it gets.  But so is the dove.  

Those are animals of sacrifice as well.  Normally, when the Spirit’s descent is 

described like a dove, the meaning is graceful, coming down from heaven.  And 

that’s still the right notion.  But what struck me this time through was how the 

Spirit descended from heaven like a dove and “remained on him” (v. 32).  That 

may be another indication from heaven now that yes, the Son of God was to give 

his life as a sacrifice on behalf of mankind.  The Father sends, the Spirit confirms 

this is what the Son is sent to do.  So that was a new nuance about the dove that I 

had never considered before.   

 “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”  OK, well, 

where does it go?  It’s got to go somewhere, right?  Where is the transgression 

transported?  I can tell you what God does with sin…one author made a list, so 
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this is my something borrowed… Mike Livingstone 

https://explorethebible.lifeway.com/blog/adults/10-things-god-does-with-our-sin-

session-11-psalm-321-11/ 

 He forgives our sin (Psalm 32) 

 He covers our sin (Rom 4:7) 

 He does not charge us with iniquity (Rom 4:8) 

 He removes our sins from us as far as the east is from the west (Psalm 

103:12) 

 He washes our guilt away and cleanses us (Psalm 51:2) 

 He throws all our sins behind His back (Isaiah 38:17) 

 He sweeps away our transgression (Isaiah 43:25) 

 He remembers our sins no more (Jeremiah 31:34) 

 He casts all our sins into the depths of the sea (Micah 7:18) 

 He nailed our sin to the cross (Col. 2:14). 

Not a bad list.  But I think he missed one.  Christ became sin.  2 Cor 5;21, “God 

made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him, we might become the 

righteousness of God.”  This is that joyous exchange which benefits us so 

incredibly.  Christ became sin.  He took every sin upon Himself.  It’s an 

overwhelming weight and crushing burden—and yet, He didn’t just carry it, He 
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became it.  This is how far our God is willing to go with the incarnation.  Not just 

become human, but to know the human condition, sin and all.  “Behold the Lamb 

of God who takes away the sin of the world.”  He takes away that sin, by taking it 

into Himself.  That’s where sin goes.   

 And what does the Lord do, in assuming this sin?  He is baptized by John.  In 

so doing, He is publicly repenting of sin, on our behalf.  He is also telling us that He 

has come with a greater purpose and message than to condemn:  He comes to 

impart life to all of humanity and restore people to God.   

 We have a math equation to figure out (> , < , = ) .  Choose a symbol.  The 

Son of God is greater than the sin of man.  I think we would all agree to that.  

Where sin increased, grace increased all the more.  It would be tragic and sad 

when people believe though that what they have done can’t be forgiven.  That’s 

when people put a less than sin in that equation because they believe their sin to 

be greater and that causes great desperation.  But who would dare to put an 

equal sign?  Who would say Son of God equals the sin of man?  Well, Luther 

would.   

 [Christ] comes to be a sinner as Isaiah 53 [:6] says: “The Lord has laid on Him the 

iniquity of us all.” For since we (the prophet says) “all like sheep have gone astray” 

[Isa. 53:6], God found this remedy: He took the sins of all human beings and hung 
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them all around the neck of Him who alone was without sin. He thus becomes a 

great sinner—indeed, the greatest sinner of all and the only sinner on earth—so 

that there is no other. For the text says that the Lord has laid on Him the sins of us 

all. 

 This Jesus is still, however, the only holy and righteous One.  And we want 

people to meet Him.  That means we get to make introductions.  There were two 

disciples of John the Baptist—Andrew and the presumably John—who became 

disciples of Jesus (John 1:37).  I kinda forgot that’s where Andrew came from, 

although I remembered that Andrew ran and told his brother, Simon Peter, “We 

have found the Messiah.”  I was talking to someone about Andrew and my sermon 

this week.  And she said, “I’ve always thought of myself as an Andrew.”  I said, 

“Why?  Because you have an outspoken sibling?”  “No, because I like to invite 

people.”  Fair enough!  Maybe you’re an Andrew because you like to bring people 

in on the experience.  Andrews know this is too big and too good to keep 

something like this to themselves.  And Andrews also know that part of God’s call 

to them is God’s call through them.  We should never forget the power of an 

invitation.  It’s personal, it’s friendly, it says, “Hey, come with me.  Let’s do this 

together.”   
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 When Andrew and the other disciple start following Jesus, He turns to them 

and asks, “What do you want?”  It reminds me of that commercial when an off 

camera voice asks a young man, “What do you want?” and he says, “I want a job 

that I don’t hate.  I feel stuck, forgotten….I want to feel get rid of feelings of 

worthlessness.”  And he pours out his heart.  And his roommate says, “I meant 

what do you want to eat?”  “Oh,” he says, “Pad Thai.”     

 When Jesus asks, “What do you want?”  I feel like he is asking a question on 

a different level, but in this case, it’s a higher level.  And it’s a question He asks of 

you too, through Andrew and John, “What do you want?”  What are you yearning 

for?  What are you working toward?  What do you want to see happen in your life 

and in the lives of others?   

 Andrew and John say to Jesus, “Rabbi, where are you staying?”   

Now, true or false.  Rabbi means teacher.  It’s false!  What?  John even spells it out 

for us.  But teacher is shorthand for the actual literal meaning.  Rabbi means “my 

great one”.  It’s used to designate teachers, so we’re not far off. They ask, “Rabbi 

where are you staying” because it’s the tenth hour of the day.  If it were Roman 

time, it’d be 10 am.  But this is Jewish time, so it’s actually 4 pm.  It’s 4 o’clock 

somewhere…time to know where you’d be settling in.   
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 Jesus replies, “Come and you will see.”  It’s a great reply that once again is 

on a different level than the disciples were on.  But in this case, it works.   

 There is a Jewish blessing, from the Mishnah…“May you be covered in the 

dust of your rabbi.” The idea is that a rabbi’s disciples were to follow so closely 

behind him when they walked that they would become caked in the dust he 

kicked up with his feet.  It could also mean to be seated at the feet of your rabbi—

that is the disciple’s place after all.  To be at the feet of Jesus, or to follow in the 

footsteps of Jesus—either way—this can’t happen when we follow Jesus at a 

distance.  So there’s this reality that when we follow Jesus, we must do so closely.   

 Is it time to move closer?   

Following Jesus closely involves… 

Information  Head  learning about Him 

 Imitation   Heart  becoming like Him 

 Invitation   Hands  serving like Him, reaching out to others  

I have spoken of discipleship as being costly.  Billy Graham sais “Savlation is free, 

but discipleship will cost you everything.”  And then I came across this quote from 

Oswald Chambers.  “It never cost a disciple anything to follow Jesus; to talk about 

cost when you are in love with anyone is an insult.”  Friends, we get to be about 

the Lamb of God.  Lamb is our word—not to run away, but to follow closely.  He 
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has given us everything and He invites us to follow Him—and to invite others 

along the way as well.   

 In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

 

Head (what?) 

How do Christians have a similar role to John the Baptist? 

What is Peter’s connection to John the Baptist? 

What is the significance of Simon’s name change? 

 

Heart (so what?) 

Are you usually humble enough to let another take the spotlight? 

Why do you follow Jesus? 

Answer this on the deepest level possible:  “What are you seeking?”   

 

Hands (now what?) 

As the new year begins, whom is God calling you to invite?   

How are you living out your faith as part of your daily life? 

Jesus meets us “where we are” but also invites us to change and be more like Him.  So what needs to 

change? 

 

 


