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WELCOME TO BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

18th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

October 1, 2023 

8:00 & 9:30 AM 
 

 

We are so glad you are here in God’s house for worship.   
  

Before worship, talk to God!  (see inside cover of hymnal for pre-service prayer prompts) 
 

During worship, let God talk to you! 
 

After worship, talk to one another.   

 

If You’re a Visitor, let us get to know you.  Scan the QR Code here:    

  
Parents of Young Children:  We love to have children in worship.  God put the wiggle in 

children; don’t feel you have to completely suppress it in God’s house.  We know the 

presence of children in worship is a gift to the church!  It is in the Lord’s house that we learn 

how to listen and speak to our God with our brothers and sisters in faith.  Feel free to quietly 

explain the parts of the service and the actions of those leading worship.  Children learn how 

to worship by copying you.  If you have a need, we have “worship bags” in the Narthex filled 

with items to help children and families during worship.  There is a Cry Room across the 

courtyard in the office complex, where you as a parent may take your little one needing a 

break.  You will still be able to hear the worship service; and thus be able to continue your 

worship of the Lord. 
 

Please place cell phones and electronic devices on mute as you join us in worship this 

morning.  Thank you. 
 

 

AS WE GATHER: 
 

Paul wrote the church in Philippi while he was imprisoned in Rome.  The church in 

Philippi, the first he planted, was discouraged by his imprisonment and itself had become 

captive to factions and disunity; so Paul guides them towards what Max Lucado called: 

“unearthly joy and otherworldly peace.”  We pray that such joy and peace would 

simultaneously fill and flow from those Gathered, Connected and Sent. 
 

Bethany Lutheran exists to GATHER God’s beloved children into community around 

His Word and gifts, CONNECT them to their brothers and sisters in Christ and their 

God-given calling, and through the Spirit, SEND them empowered for service into their 

daily lives to be the means through which Jesus continues to “Bless from Bethany”. 

(Luke 24:50) 
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PRELUDE 

 
 

WELCOME 

 
 

OPENING HYMN:         “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”             LSB 549 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

INVOCATION: 
 

 

Leader:   Good will and peace from God our Father  

  and the Lord Jesus Christ are yours!  (Philippians 1:2) 

   

   

CALL TO WORSHIP:   
 

 

Leader:   I’m convinced that God, who began this good work in you,  

  will carry it through to completion on the day of Jesus Christ.    

  (Philippians 1:6) 



 4 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

 

Leader:  Dear Lord, may our love keep on growing,  

  that we may be able to determine what is best  

  and be pure and blameless until the day of Christ. 

 

People:  Lord Jesus Christ, 

  fill our lives with everything that God’s approval produces, 

  so that we may bring glory and praise to God.  (Philippians 1:9-10) 

 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:  (Philippians 2) 
 

 

Leader:  Dear Lord, You have called us to do nothing out of selfish ambition  

  and to have the interests of others as forefront in our thoughts, 

 

People:  and in humility to think of others as being better than ourselves. 

 

Leader:  Yet, we confess Lord that we are by nature selfish; 

 

People:  So, we regularly think more about ourselves than we ought,  

  and less of others than we should.  

  Dear Lord Jesus,  

  You humbled Yourself  

  and put our needs ahead of Your own,  

  for Your sake forgive us our sin,  

  send us Your Spirit,  

  and move us to have an attitude like unto Your own.   

  Amen. 

 

Leader:  In the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ humbled Himself  

  and became obedient to death, even death on a cross.  

  For His sake God forgives us all our sins  

  and bestows on us His Holy Spirit.  

  May the Lord Who has begun His good work in us  

  bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.   

  Amen. 
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RESPONSIVE HYMN:          “Spirit of the Living God”     
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FIRST SCRIPTURE READING:   Philippians 2:1-11  

 

 

So then, as Christians, do you have any encouragement?  Do you have any comfort from 

love?  Do you have any spiritual relationships?  Do you have any sympathy and 

compassion?  Then fill me with joy by having the same attitude and the same love, living 

in harmony, and keeping one purpose in mind.  Don’t act out of selfish ambition or be 

conceited.  Instead, humbly think of others as being better than yourselves.  Don’t be 

concerned only about your own interests, but also be concerned about the interests of 

others.  Have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. 
 

Although He was in the form of God and equal with God, 

He did not take advantage of this equality. 

Instead, He emptied Himself by taking on the form of a servant, 

by becoming like other humans, by having a human appearance. 

He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 

death on a cross. 

This is why God has given Him an exceptional honor— 

the name honored above all other names— 

so that at the name of Jesus everyone in heaven, on earth, 

and in the world below will kneel 

and confess that Jesus Christ is Lord 

to the glory of God the Father.  –  GW ® 

 

 

MINISTRY OF MUSIC:   8:00          “It Is Good”           Bethany School K – 2nd Grade 
~  Mary Rice Hopkins 

 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

 

HOLY BAPTISM: 
 

9:30         +   Skye Annan Johnson   + 

Elder: Through Baptism, God has made Skye a member of the priesthood we all 

share in Christ Jesus, that together we may present the forgiveness of God 

in Christ to our world. 
 

People: We welcome you into the Lord’s family.  We receive you as a fellow 

member of the body of Christ and a worker with us in the kingdom of 

God. 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL:    Matthew 21:23-27 
 

Then Jesus went into the temple courtyard and began to teach.  The chief priests and the 

leaders of the people came to Him.  They asked, “What gives You the right to do these 

things?  Who told You that You could do this?” 

 

Jesus answered them, “I, too, have a question for you.  If you answer it for Me, I’ll tell 

you why I have the right to do these things.  Did John’s right to baptize come from 

heaven or from humans?” 

 

They discussed this among themselves.  They said, “If we say, ‘from heaven,’ He will 

ask us, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’  But if we say, ‘from humans,’ we’re afraid 

of what the crowd might do.  All those people think of John as a prophet.”  So they 

answered Jesus, “We don’t know.” 

 

Jesus told them, “Then I won’t tell you why I have the right to do these things.  –  GW ® 
 

 

 

 

SERMON HYMN:                        “United In Christ”                  
 

People of the Lord, come now and sing, Every nation and tongue, to Christ our King 

With empty hands, His gifts receive, Whether young or old, you’re a child of God 

Whether rich or poor, no matter what you got, He gathers all to the foot of the cross 

 

Chorus: 

His body broken, makes this body whole; His resurrection, it assures us all 

No darkness, nor doubting nor pain in this life; Could keep us from being united in Christ 
 

All you sinner and saints, you have a place; With the Spirit’s gifts, proclaim His grace 

There’s nothin’ too small, to be used by the living God 

 

Bridge: 

We are the body, Christ is the head, Sealed with the promise, through blood he shed 

We are the body, Christ is the head, He's given life where there once was death 
 

We are the body, Christ is the head, His grace the heartbeat, our confidence 

So, love one another, shout out his praise, We’re bound together, in Jesus’ name 
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SERMON:    “Connected”   

                       Text:  Philippians 2:1-5  
 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:       “Christ Is the World’s Redeemer”               LSB 539 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

OFFERING:  The Offering Box is located in the center aisle.  If you so desire, Text Giving is 

now available by texting GIVE to 562-210-0463.  For On-line Giving information, contact 

Maraley at  mshaeffer@bethanylutheran.org  or call 562-421-4711, ext. 21.  Thank you! 

 

 

CONSECRATING THE GIFTS: 
 

 

Leader:   Your gifts are a soothing aroma,  

  a sacrifice that God accepts and with which He is pleased.  

          (Based on Philippians 4:18b) 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED:  (* catholic means the universal Christian Church) 
 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.  On the third day He rose again. 

He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   

Amen. 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER: 
 

 

 

 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 
 
 

+  Service of the Sacrament  + 
 
 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Bethany in the joyful confession that our Lord gives 

us His very Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins in this sacrament.  God intends 

this gift for His children who recognize their sin, trust in Christ as their Savior, desire 

to live for Him alone and join in this joyful confession. 
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To help you prepare for communion we invite you to take a few moments of quiet 

prayer.  For aid there are prayers on the front page of the hymnal for both before 

and after the reception of communion.  Or simply pray,  Dear Lord Jesus, at Your 

gracious invitation You invite me to come to You, to eat and drink Your holy body and 

blood as You Yourself have promised to give in this sacrament of Your altar.  Forgive 

me of my sin, through this Your meal of Forgiveness.  Let me experience the fullness 

of Your love, through this Your meal of love.  Strengthen my faith, through this meal 

of Yours that calls for and bestows faith.  Empower me to live for You, through this 

Your meal that promises life everlasting and equips me for daily living as one who has 

received You and Your gifts.   
 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

 

For those communing, who so desire, the center cups in each tray are alcohol free. 

The wafers next to the Christ candle side are gluten free;  

for those with dietary restrictions, please take a gluten free wafer. 

 
In our 9:30 a.m. service we will practice the Easter tradition of continuous communion.  

We will not kneel at the altar, rather we will join the procession of saints and come forward 

and remain standing as we receive the bread and wine.  After receiving the elements, you 

are invited to return to your seat and continue in meditation, prayer and song. 
 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:     “Jesus!  Name of Wondrous Love”        LSB 900 
 

 

 
 

      5  Jesus! Only name that’s giv’n Under all the mighty heav’n 

       Whereby those to sin enslaved Burst their fetters and are saved. 
 

      6  Jesus!  Name of wondrous love, Human name of God above; 

       Pleading only this, we flee Helpless, O our God, to Thee. 
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“Let Us Love and Sing and Wonder” 
 

Let us love and sing and wonder 

Let us praise the Savior's name 

He has hushed the law's loud thunder 

He has quenched Mt. Sinai's flame 
 

Let us love the Lord who bought us 

Pitied us when enemies 

Called us by His grace and taught us 

Gave us ears and gave us eyes 
 

He has washed us with His blood 

He has washed us with His blood 

He has washed us with His blood 

He presents our souls to God 
 

Let us wonder grace and justice 

Join and point to mercy's store 

When through grace in Christ our trust is 

Justice smiles and asks no more 
 

He who washed us with his blood 

He who washed us with his blood 

He who washed us with his blood 

Has secured our way to God 
 

Let us praise and join the chorus 

Of the saints enthroned on high 

Here they trusted him before us 

Now their praises fill the sky 
 

He has washed us with his blood 

He has washed us with his blood 

He has washed us with his blood 

He has washed us with his blood 

He will bring us home to God 
 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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THE BLESSING: 
 

Leader:  Whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just,  

  whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious,  

  think about these things and the peace of God will be with you.  

  (Based on Philippians 4:8-9) 
 

 

CLOSING HYMN:            “Forth in Thy Name, O Lord, I Go”              LSB 854 
 

 

 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

+                    +                    +                    +                    +                    + 
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COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS 
 

Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book 

©2006 Concordia Publishing House.  Used by permission.  License #000012696 
 

“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”   LSB 549 

Text:  Edward Perronet, 1726-92, sts. 1-5, alt.; A Selection of Hymns, London, 1787, sts. 6-7, alt. 

Tune:  Oliver Holden, 1765-1844; setting:  Walter L. Pelz.  Setting:©1984 Augsburg Publishing House.  

All rights reserved.  Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-706149.  Text and music:  Public domain. 
 

“Spirit of the Living God”  

CCLI# 23488.  Daniel Iverson.  Words:  ©1935. Renewed 1963 Birdwing Music;  

Music:  ©1935. Renewed 1963 Birdwing Music.  Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing.  

For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved.  www.ccli.com   

CCLI License #396555 
 

“United in Christ”  

Kyle Borcherding, Blake Flattley, and Michael Verburg.   Used with permission. 
 

“Christ Is the World’s Redeemer” LSB 539 

Text:  attr. Columba, 521-97; tr. Duncan MacGregor, 1854-1923, alt.  Tune:  MOVILLE, Irish 

Text and tune:  Public domain 
 

“Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love”  LSB 900 

Text:  William W. How, 1823-97, alt.   

Tune:  Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, Halle, 1704, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen, alt., 

Setting:  The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941.  Text and tune:  Public domain. 
 

“Let Us Love and Sing and Wonder” 

CCLI Song # 5834479.  John Newton | Laura Taylor.  © 2001 Laura Taylor Music 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 396555 
 

“Forth in Thy Name, O Lord, I Go”   LSB 854 

Text:  Charles Wesley, 1707-88.   

Tune:  attr. John C. Hatton, d. 1793, Duke Street/“I Know That My Redeemer Lives”;  

setting:  The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941.  Text and tune:  Public domain. 

 
 

 

 

SERVING GOD’S HOUSE TODAY: 

Children's Sermon... Kayleigh Lopez  

Lector 8:00… Ron Svarc    Lector 9:30… John Holmquist 

Accompanist… Kevin Bowers   Director of Music & Worship Arts… Noah Freeman  

Artist in Residence… Blake Flattley  Liturgist… Pastor Kyle Blake  

Preacher... Senior Pastor Kevin L. Kritzer 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ccli.com/
https://shared.outlook.inky.com/link?domain=songselect.ccli.com&t=h.eJxdjssKgzAUBX-lZF0SNGqMK38ljxsV8yjJDUVK_72km0K3ZzjMvEjNniw3siM-ysJYSXEr4MEgNcYf1KTAlE4VGUIOJblagNxv5GwnDbirePmKO2QVWXgeNqgY1z9AU96YnY2zrhdi0Hrm0oDohOiV7AxwawfOukmOQop-nCifmwO-Dq9OcF4herjWLajDt6jGbeO_5f0BV_5DmA.MEUCIQDyYayOvAwr24dGzs7sEeMrzaZSkKFkWeWIZUXHW468PQIgLMoN7pBKhjtiIfHv5Q3JmZmMAtli6pPMIHqbd4LBVH0
https://shared.outlook.inky.com/link?domain=www.ccli.com&t=h.eJxdzssOgyAQheFXMawbiKKOuPJVRhgvccBGMcQ0ffeGbpp0e77Ff17iOlj0hVhifJ69UiklaS2v0u5eiUchtqwjxQXDzVdc6MCgfFqdxxCGP5D7MSvX2clNFUA9jp02lqAEqNCUlrRztVZlaxowUDWt1F1u0LfBuNHEGCPTPcweV84nsrvsv-X9AWSOOi8.MEUCIQDsiCJO2HBw4shvbTiBn0nWOuZDGzRhdjOclqoLgy6LjgIgCaSmQkB3dySQ7sAc8ViRV-6yoAbrUC5ggtQv9vTj4fI
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ARE YOU RECEIVING THE BETHANY BULLET?     

The Bethany Bullet is a weekly capsule of worship highlights, and important information 

about events taking place at Bethany Lutheran Church.  If you would like to receive the 

Bethany Bullet please email Aimee Coleman at  acoleman@bethanylutheran.org  with 

your name and email address.  Tell a friend about the Bethany Bullet!  

 

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HEAR TODAY’S SERMON  

OR PREVIOUS SERMONS AGAIN… 
You can hear them as podcasts on our website www.bethanylutheran.org. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:acoleman@bethanylutheran.org
http://www.bethanylutheran.org/

