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WELCOME TO BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

 

12th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

August 20, 2023 

8:00 & 9:30 AM 
 

 
 

We are so glad you are here in God’s house for worship.   
  

Before worship, talk to God!  (see inside cover of hymnal for pre-service prayer prompts) 
 

During worship, let God talk to you! 
 

After worship, talk to one another.   

 

If You’re a Visitor, let us get to know you.  Scan the QR Code here:    

  
Parents of Young Children:  We love to have children in worship.  God put the wiggle in 

children; don’t feel you have to completely suppress it in God’s house.  We know the 

presence of children in worship is a gift to the church!  It is in the Lord’s house that we learn 

how to listen and speak to our God with our brothers and sisters in faith.  Feel free to quietly 

explain the parts of the service and the actions of those leading worship.  Children learn how 

to worship by copying you.  If you have a need, we have “worship bags” in the Narthex filled 

with items to help children and families during worship.  There is a Cry Room across the 

courtyard in the office complex, where you as a parent may take your little one needing a 

break.  You will still be able to hear the worship service; and thus be able to continue your 

worship of the Lord. 
 

Please place cell phones and electronic devices on mute as you join us in worship this 

morning.  Thank you. 
 

 

AS WE GATHER: 
 

“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel.  

It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also 

that he should occupy himself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul.  We can 

never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious 

it becomes and the better it tastes.”   ~  Martin Luther Luther’s Works vol. 35:365 

 
 

PRELUDE:      “Hyfrydol and Lasst uns erfreuen from 9 Choral Preludes”        Organ 
~ David A. Schack 
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WELCOME 
 

 

OPENING HYMN:              “Blessed Jesus, at Your Word”                   LSB 904 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

INVOCATION: 
 

 

Leader:   Grace and peace to you from God our Father, from the Lord Jesus Christ  

  and from the Holy Spirit, who proceeds from both. (Romans 1:7) 

People:  Amen. 

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP:   
 

Leader:   All of you who were baptized into Christ Jesus  

  have been united with Him in His death and resurrection   (Romans 6:3) 

People:   that we might live a new life.  (Romans 6:4) 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:   
 

Leader:   Let us confess our sins to God,  

  for all of us have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  (Romans 3:23) 
 

People:   I confess Lord, that I am no better than anyone else.   

  No one really understands You as they should. 

  No one truly seeks You in a way that is pure. 

  At some point, all of us have turned away from You, Lord. 

  No one constantly does the right thing. 

  In fact, oftentimes when I have done the right thing, 

  It has been with a hidden agenda, rather than from a pure heart. 
 

Leader:  I confess Lord, that my talk has been foul,  

  My speech has contained cursing and bitterness; 

  I’ve opened my mouth and polluted the air. 
 

People:   I have sought revenge, tried to get even  

  And have been quick to defend myself or my cause to get my way -  

  Regardless of who is hurt in the process. 
 

Leader:  Heartbreak and ruin have littered the lives of many, as a result of my actions. 
 

People: For the sake of Jesus Christ, Who was delivered over to death for my sins 

  and raised to life for my justification, forgive me and restore me.  Amen.  
  (Romans 3:10-17 & 4:25) 
 

Leader:  God has demonstrated His love for you in this:   

  While yet a sinner, Christ died for you! 

  Now that you have been set right with God by the sacrificial death of Christ,  

 there is no longer a question of being at odds with God in any way. 

 If you were restored to friendship with God by the death of His Son  

 while you were His enemy, you will certainly be delivered  

 from eternal punishment by His life.  (Romans 12) 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
 

Leader:  In mercy, God, send us Your Spirit, that we might offer You ourselves  

  as living sacrifices, Holy and pleasing to You. 
 

People: Transform us by the Spirit’s presence, 

  that we no longer conform to the pattern of this world, 

  but are renewed into Your image,  

  O Lord, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.  (Romans 12) 
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RESPONSIVE HYMN:     “From All That Dwell Below the Skies”      LSB 816 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING:   Romans 10:5-17 

 

Moses writes about receiving God’s approval by following His laws.  He says, “The 

person who obeys these laws will live because he obeys them.”  However, Scripture says 

about God’s approval which is based on faith, “Don’t ask yourself who will go up to 

heaven,” (that is, to bring Christ down).  “Don’t ask who will go down into the depths,” 

(that is, to bring Christ back from the dead).  However, what else does it say?  “This 

message is near you.  It’s in your mouth and in your heart.”  This is the message of faith 

that we spread.  If you declare that Jesus is Lord, and believe that God brought Him back 

to life, you will be saved.  By believing you receive God’s approval, and by declaring 

your faith you are saved.  Scripture says, “Whoever believes in Him will not be 

ashamed.” 
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There is no difference between Jews and Greeks.  They all have the same Lord, who 

gives His riches to everyone who calls on Him.  So then, “Whoever calls on the name of 

the Lord will be saved.” 

 

But how can people call on Him if they have not believed in Him?  How can they believe 

in Him if they have not heard His message?  How can they hear if no one tells the Good 

News?  How can people tell the Good News if no one sends them?  As Scripture says, 

“How beautiful are the feet of the messengers who announce the Good News.”  But not 

everyone has believed the Good News. 

 

Isaiah asks, “Lord, who has believed our message?”  So faith comes from hearing the 

message, and the message that is heard is what Christ spoke.  –  GW ® 

 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL:    Matthew 15:21-28 
 

 

Jesus left that place and went to the region of Tyre and Sidon. 

 

A Canaanite woman from that territory came to Him and began to shout, “Have mercy on 

me, Lord, Son of David!  My daughter is tormented by a demon.” 

 

But He did not answer her at all.  Then His disciples came to Him and urged Him, “Send 

her away.  She keeps shouting behind us.” 

 

Jesus responded, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the nation of Israel.” 

 

She came to Him, bowed down, and said, “Lord, help me!” 

 

Jesus replied, “It’s not right to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 

 

She said, “You’re right, Lord.  But even the dogs eat scraps that fall from their masters’ 

tables.” 

 

Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, you have strong faith!  What you wanted will be 

done for you.”  At that moment her daughter was cured.  –  GW ® 
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SERMON HYMN:                        “Jesus Loves Me”                               LSB 588 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SERMON:   “Good News for All”   

                       Text:  Romans 10:5-17  
 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:      “When in the Hour of Deepest Need”          LSB 615 
 

 

 

 
 

(Song continued on next page.) 
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          5 O from our sins, Lord, turn Your face; 

          Absolve us through Your boundless grace. 

          Be with us in our anguish still; 

          Free us at last from ev’ry ill. 

 

          6 So we with all our hearts each day 

          To You our glad thanksgiving pay, 

          Then walk obedient to Your Word, 

          And now and ever praise You, Lord. 
 
 

OFFERING:  The Offering Box is located in the center aisle.  If you so desire, Text 

Giving is now available by texting GIVE to 562-210-0463.  For On-line Giving 

information, contact Maraley at  mshaeffer@bethanylutheran.org  or call 562-421-4711, 

ext. 21.  Thank you! 
 

 

CONSECRATING THE GIFTS: 
 

Leader:   We praise You, O God, our Redeemer, Creator;  

  in grateful devotion our tribute we bring.   
 

People:   We lay it before You, we kneel and adore You;  

  we bless Your holy name, glad praises we sing. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED:  (* catholic means the universal Christian Church) 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.  On the third day He rose again. 

He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   

Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER: 
 

 

 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

+  Service of the Sacrament  + 
 

 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Bethany in the joyful confession that our Lord gives 

us His very Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins in this sacrament.  God intends 

this gift for His children who recognize their sin, trust in Christ as their Savior, desire 

to live for Him alone and join in this joyful confession. 

 
To help you prepare for communion we invite you to take a few moments of quiet 

prayer.  For aid there are prayers on the front page of the hymnal for both before 

and after the reception of communion.  Or simply pray,  Dear Lord Jesus, at Your 

gracious invitation You invite me to come to You, to eat and drink Your holy body and 

blood as You Yourself have promised to give in this sacrament of Your altar.  Forgive 

me of my sin, through this Your meal of Forgiveness.  Let me experience the fullness 

of Your love, through this Your meal of love.  Strengthen my faith, through this meal 

of Yours that calls for and bestows faith.  Empower me to live for You, through this 

Your meal that promises life everlasting and equips me for daily living as one who has 

received You and Your gifts.   

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

 

For those communing, who so desire, the center cups in each tray are alcohol free. 

The wafers next to the Christ candle side are gluten free;  

for those with dietary restrictions, please take a gluten free wafer. 
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In our 9:30 a.m. service we will practice the Easter tradition of continuous 

communion.  We will not kneel at the altar, rather we will join the procession of saints 

and come forward and remain standing as we receive the bread and wine.  After 

receiving the elements, you are invited to return to your seat and continue in 

meditation, prayer and song. 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:           

 

                                             “Spread the Reign of God the Lord”               LSB 830  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

          5 Enter, mighty Word, the field; 

          Ripe the promise of its yield. 

          But the reapers, oh, how few 

          For the work there is to do! 

 

          6 Lord of harvest, great and kind, 

          Rouse to action heart and mind; 

          Let the gath’ring nations all 

          See Your light and heed Your call. 
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                                           “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”             LSB 633 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

 
 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 

 

THE BLESSING: 
 

Leader: May the God who gives endurance and encouragement  

  give you a spirit of unity, so that with one heart and one mouth  

  you may give God glory as you follow the Lord Jesus Christ.   

  (Romans 15:5-6) 
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CLOSING HYMN:         “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”             LSB 922    
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

POSTLUDE: “Fugue sur le thème du Carillon des Heures de la Cathédrale de Soissons”                                       
                                         ~ Maurice Durufle          Organ 
 

 

 

+                    +                    +                    +                    +                    + 
 

 

COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS 
 
 

Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book 
©2006 Concordia Publishing House.  Used by permission.  License #000012696 
 

“Blessed Jesus, at Your Word”  LSB 904 
Text:  Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619-84, sts. 1-3; Geistreiches Gesang-Büchlein, Berlin, 1707, st. 4; 
           tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78; sts. 1-3, alt.; tr. unknown, st. 4, alt. 
Tune:  Johann Rudolph Ahle, 1625-73, alt.; setting:  Paul G. Bunjes, 1914-98, alt. 
Text and tune:  Public domain.  Setting:  ©1982 Concordia Publishing House.  All rights reserved. 
Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-706149. 
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“From All That Dwell Below the Skies” LSB 816 

Text:  Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, sts. 1-2; William W. How, 1823-97, st. 3.   

Tune:  Geistliche Kirchengesäng, Köln, 1623.  Text and tune:  Public domain. 
 

“Jesus Loves Me”  LSB 588 

Text:  Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915, alt.  Music:  William B. Bradbury, 1816-68.  Text and music:  Public domain. 
 

“When in the Hour of Deepest Need”  LSB 615 

Text:  Paul Eber, 1511-69; tr. Catherine WInkworth, 1827-78, alt.  Tune:  Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510-61; setting:  The 

Lutheran Hymnal, 1941.  Text and Music:  Public domain 
 

“Spread the Reign of God the Lord”  LSB 830 

Text:  Jonathan Friedrich Bahnmaier, 1774-1841; tr. Composite.   

Text: © 1978, 1982, Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-706149.   

Tune:  Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, Halle, 1704, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen, alt.; 

Setting:  The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941.  Tune:  Public domain. 
 

“At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”   LSB 633 

Text:  Latin, c. 5th-10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814-68, alt.  Tune: Kirchengeseng, Ivancice, 1566; setting:  Jan O. 

Bender, 1909-94.  Text and tune:  Public domain.   

Setting:  ©1969 Concordia Publishing House.  All rights reserved.   

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-706149. 
 

“Go, My Children, with My Blessing”  LSB 922 

Text:  Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919.   Tune:  Welsh, 18th cent.; setting:  Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958. 

Text:  © 1983 Concordia Publishing House.  All rights reserved.   

Reprinted under ONELICENSE#A-706149.  Music:  Public domain 

 
 
 

ARE YOU RECEIVING THE BETHANY BULLET?     

The Bethany Bullet is a weekly capsule of worship highlights, and important information about events 

taking place at Bethany Lutheran Church.  If you would like to receive the Bethany Bullet please email 

Aimee Coleman at  acoleman@bethanylutheran.org  with your name and email address.  Tell a friend about 

the Bethany Bullet!  

 

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HEAR TODAY’S SERMON OR PREVIOUS SERMONS AGAIN… 
You can hear them as podcasts on our website www.bethanylutheran.org. 

 
 

 

mailto:acoleman@bethanylutheran.org
http://www.bethanylutheran.org/

