WELCOME TO BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH

10t SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
August 6, 2023
8:00 & 9:30 AM

We are so glad vou are here in God’s house for worship.

Before worship, talk to God! (see inside cover of hymnal for pre-service prayer prompts)

!

During worship, let God talk to you!

After worship, talk to one another.

If You’re a Visitor, let us get to know you. Scan the QR Code here:

Parents of Young Children: We love to have children in worship. God put the wiggle in
children; don’t feel you have to completely suppress it in God’s house. We know the
presence of children in worship is a gift to the church! It is in the Lord’s house that we learn
how to listen and speak to our God with our brothers and sisters in faith. Feel free to quietly
explain the parts of the service and the actions of those leading worship. Children learn how
to worship by copying you. If you have a need, we have “worship bags” in the Narthex filled
with items to help children and families during worship. There is a Cry Room across the
courtyard in the office complex, where you as a parent may take your little one needing a
break. You will still be able to hear the worship service; and thus be able to continue your
worship of the Lord.

Please place cell phones and electronic devices on mute as you join us in worship this
morning. Thank you.

AS WE GATHER:

“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel.

It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also
that he should occupy himself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can
never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious
it becomes and the better it tastes.” ~ Martin Luther Luther’s Works vol. 35:365

PRELUDE

WELCOME



OPENING HYMN: “United In Christ”

People of the Lord, Come now and sing
Every nation and tongue, To Christ our King
With empty hands, His gifts receive

Whether young or old, You’re a child of God
Whether rich or poor, No matter what you got
He gathers all to the foot of the cross

Chorus:
His body broken, makes this body whole
His resurrection, it assures us all
No darkness, nor doubting nor pain in this life
Could keep us from being united in Christ

All you Sinner and saints, You have a place
With the Spirit’s gifts, Proclaim His grace
There’s nothin’ too small, To be used by the living God

Bridge:

We are the body, Christ is the head
Sealed with the promise, through blood he shed
We are the body, Christ is the head
His grace the heartbeat, our confidence
So, love one another, joined with the saints
We’re bound together, in Jesus’ name

INVOCATION:

Leader: Grace and peace to you from God our Father, from the Lord Jesus Christ
and from the Holy Spirit, who proceeds from both. (Romans 1:7)

People: Amen.

CALL TO WORSHIP:

Leader: All of you who were baptized into Christ Jesus
have been united with Him in His death and resurrection (Romans 6:3)
People: that we might live a new life. (Romans 6:4)
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:

Leader: Let us confess our sins to God,
for all of us have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23)

People: I confess Lord, that | am no better than anyone else.
No one really understands You as they should.
No one truly seeks You in a way that is pure.

Leader: At some point, all of us have turned away from You, Lord.
No one constantly does the right thing.
In fact, oftentimes when | have done the right thing,
It has been with a hidden agenda, rather than from a pure heart.

People: I confess Lord, that my talk has been foul,
My speech has contained cursing and bitterness;
I’ve opened my mouth and polluted the air.

Leader: | have sought revenge, tried to get even
And have been quick to defend myself or my cause to get my way -
Regardless of who is hurt in the process.

People: Heartbreak and ruin have littered the lives of many,
as a result of my actions.
For the sake of Jesus Christ,
Who was delivered over to death for my sins
and raised to life for my justification,
forgive me and restore me. Amen. (Romans 3:10-17 & 4:25)

Leader: God has demonstrated His love for you in this:
While yet a sinner, Christ died for you!
Now that you have been set right with God
by the sacrificial death of Christ,
there is no longer a question of being at odds with God in any way.
If you were restored to friendship with God by the death of His Son
while you were His enemy,
you will certainly be delivered from eternal punishment by His life.
(Romans 12)



PRAYER OF THE DAY:

Leader: In mercy,

People: God, send us Your Spirit
that we might offer You ourselves as living sacrifices,
Holy and pleasing to You.

Leader: Transform us by the Spirit’s presence,
that we no longer conform to the pattern of this world,
but are renewed into Your image,

O Lord,
People: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. (Romans 12)
RESPONSIVE HYMN: “My Help, My God”
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FIRST SCRIPTURE READING: Romans 8:18-27

| consider our present sufferings insignificant compared to the glory that will soon be
revealed to us. All creation is eagerly waiting for God to reveal who his children are.
Creation was subjected to frustration but not by its own choice. The one who subjected it
to frustration did so in the hope that it would also be set free from slavery to decay in
order to share the glorious freedom that the children of God will have. We know that all
creation has been groaning with the pains of childbirth up to the present time.

However, not only creation groans. We, who have the Spirit as the first of God’s gifts,
also groan inwardly. We groan as we eagerly wait for our adoption, the freeing of our
bodies from sin. We were saved with this hope in mind. If we hope for something we
already see, it’s not really hope. Who hopes for what can be seen? But if we hope for
what we don’t see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance.

At the same time the Spirit also helps us in our weakness, because we don’t know how to
pray for what we need. But the Spirit intercedes along with our groans that cannot be
expressed in words. The one who searches our hearts knows what the Spirit has in mind.
The Spirit intercedes for God’s people the way God wants him to. — GW ®

CHILDREN’S SERMON

THE HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 14:13-21

When Jesus heard about John, he left in a boat and went to a place where he could be
alone. The crowds heard about this and followed him on foot from the cities. When
Jesus got out of the boat, he saw a large crowd. He felt sorry for them and cured their
sick people.

In the evening the disciples came to him. They said, “No one lives around here, and it’s
already late. Send the crowds to the villages to buy food for themselves.”

Jesus said to them, “They don’t need to go away. You give them something to eat.”
They told him, “All we have here are five loaves of bread and two fish.”
Jesus said, “Bring them to me.”

Then he ordered the people to sit down on the grass. After he took the five loaves and the
two fish, he looked up to heaven and blessed the food. He broke the loaves apart, gave
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them to the disciples, and they gave them to the people. All of them ate as much as they
wanted. When they picked up the leftover pieces, they filled twelve baskets.

About five thousand men had eaten. (This number does not include the women and
children who had eaten.) — GW ®

SERMON HYMN: “This Is My Father’s World”
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SERMON: “F.ATH.ER.”

Text: Romans 8:18-27

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Hear Us, Father, When We Pray” LSB 773
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OFFERING: The Offering Box is located in the center aisle.
Giving is now available by texting GIVE to 562-210-0463.

If you so desire, Text
For On-line Giving

information, contact Maraley at mshaeffer@bethanylutheran.org or call 562-421-4711,

ext. 21. Thank you!



CONSECRATING THE GIFTS:

Leader: We praise You, O God, our Redeemer, Creator;
in grateful devotion our tribute we bring.

People: We lay it before You, we kneel and adore You;
we bless Your holy name, glad praises we sing.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

APOSTLES’ CREED: (* catholic means the universal Christian Church)

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

+ Service of the Sacrament +

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Bethany in the joyful confession that our Lord gives
us His very Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins in this sacrament. God intends
this gift for His children who recognize their sin, trust in Christ as their Savior, desire
to live for Him alone and join in this joyful confession.

To help you prepare for communion we invite you to take a few moments of quiet
prayer. For aid there are prayers on the front page of the hymnal for both before
and after the reception of communion. Or simply pray, Dear Lord Jesus, at Your
gracious invitation You invite me to come to You, to eat and drink Your holy body and
blood as You Yourself have promised to give in this sacrament of Your altar. Forgive
me of my sin, through this Your meal of Forgiveness. Let me experience the fullness
of Your love, through this Your meal of love. Strengthen my faith, through this meal
of Yours that calls for and bestows faith. Empower me to live for You, through this
Your meal that promises life everlasting and equips me for daily living as one who has
received You and Your gifts.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

For those communing, who so desire, the center cups in each tray are alcohol free.
The wafers next to the Christ candle side are gluten free;
for those with dietary restrictions, please take a gluten free wafer.
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In our 9:30 a.m. service we will practice the Easter tradition of continuous
communion. We will not kneel at the altar, rather we will join the procession of saints
and come forward and remain standing as we receive the bread and wine. After
receiving the elements, you are invited to return to your seat and continue in
meditation, prayer and song.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:

“Amazing Grace”
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“His Mercy Is More”
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE BLESSING:

Leader: May the God who gives endurance and encouragement
give you a spirit of unity,
so that with one heart and one mouth
you may give God glory
as you follow the Lord Jesus Christ.
(Romans 15:5-6)
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CLOSING HYMN: “Let Me Count the Ways”
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POSTLUDE
+ + + + + +

COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS

Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book
©2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. License #000012696

“United in Christ”
Kyle Borcherding, Blake Flattley, and Michael Verburg. Used with permission.

“My Help, My God”

CCLI Song # 7041360. Sandra McCracken. © 2015 Drink Your Tea Music.

(Admin. by Essential Music Publishing, LLC.) For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use.
All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 396555

“This Is My Father’s World” LBW 554

Text: Maltbie D. Babcock, 1858-1901. Tune: English tune; adapt. Franklin L. Sheppard, 1852-1930.
CCLI Song #7064071. Blake Flattley| Franklin Lawrence Sheppard. © 2015 There Will Be Rest
(Admin. by Blake Flattley Music). For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved.
www.ccli.com CCLI License #396555
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“Hear Us, Father, When We Pray” LSB 773

Text: Chad L. Bird, b. 1970.

Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, Halle, 1704, ed. Johann A. Freylinghaussen;

Setting: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. Text: © Chad L. Bird. Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-706149
Tune: Public domain

“Amazing Grace” LSB 744

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, sts. 1-4, alt.; A Collection of Sacred Ballads, Richmond, 1790, st. 5;
Tune: Columbian Harmony, Cincinnati, 1829; setting: Joseph Herl. B. 1959.

Additional text: stza. 5, William Cwirla, used by permission. Arr. Blake Flattley.

Text and tune: Public domain. Setting: ©2006 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.
Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-706149.

“His Mercy is More”

CCLI Song #7065053. Matt Boswell | Matt Papas. © 2016 Getty Music Hymns and Songs

(Admin. by Music Services, Inc.). Getty Music Publishing (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)

Love Your Enemies Publishing (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.). Messenger Hymns

(Admin. by Music Services, Inc.). For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved.
www.ccli.com CCLI License # 396555

“Let me Count the Ways”

CCLI Song # 7039415. Kip Fox. © 2015 Puffy Bear Music (Admin. by Fun Attic Music, LLC)
For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com

CCLI License #396555

SERVING GOD’S HOUSE TODAY:

Lector 8:00... Greg Goebel Lector 9:30... Mike Riordan
Artist in Residence... Blake Flattley Director of Music & Worship Arts... Noah Freeman
Liturgist... Karl Fink Preacher... Senior Pastor Kevin L. Kritzer

ARE YOU RECEIVING THE BETHANY BULLET?
The Bethany Bullet is a weekly capsule of worship highlights, and important information about events
taking place at Bethany Lutheran Church. If you would like to receive the Bethany Bullet please email
Aimee Coleman at acoleman@bethanylutheran.org with your name and email address. Tell a friend about
the Bethany Bullet!

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HEAR TODAY’S SERMON OR PREVIOUS SERMONS AGAIN...
You can hear them as podcasts on our website www.bethanylutheran.org.
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