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Bethany Lutheran Church 
 
 

4th SUNDAY IN LENT 

March 19, 2023 

8:00 & 9:30 AM 
 

 

WELCOME TO BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

 

We are so glad you are here in God’s house for worship.  Here are some things to remember 

as we are gathered together today: 
  

Before worship, talk to God!  (see inside cover of hymnal for pre-service prayer prompts) 
 

During worship, let God talk to you! 
 

After worship, talk to one another; and if you’re a visitor, please stop by the 

Connections table before you leave today and capture the QR codes for more 

information.   

 

Parents of Young Children:  We love to have children in worship.  God put the wiggle in 

children; don’t feel you have to completely suppress it in God’s house.  We know the 

presence of children in worship is a gift to the church!  It is in the Lord’s house that we learn 

how to listen and speak to our God with our brothers and sisters in faith.  Feel free to quietly 

explain the parts of the service and the actions of those leading worship.  Children learn how 

to worship by copying you.  If you have a need, we have “worship bags” in the Narthex filled 

with items to help children and families during worship.  There is a Cry Room across the 

courtyard in the office complex, where you as a parent may take your little one needing a 

break.  You will still be able to hear the worship service; and thus be able to continue your 

worship of the Lord. 
 

Please place cell phones and electronic devices on mute as you join us in worship this 

morning.  Thank you. 

 
PRELUDE 
 
 

WELCOME 
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OPENING HYMN:                  “This Is Amazing Grace”                  
 

 

Verse 1: 

Who breaks the power of sin and darkness 

Whose love is mighty and so much stronger 

The King of Glory the King above all kings 
 

Verse 2: 

Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder 

And leaves us breathless in awe and wonder 

The King of Glory the King above all kings 
 

Chorus: 

(Yeah) (Oh) This is amazing grace 

This is unfailing love 

That You would take my place 

That You would bear my cross 

You laid down Your life 

That I would be set free 

Oh Jesus I sing for all that You've done for me 
 

Verse 3: 

Who brings our chaos back into order 

Who makes the orphan a son and daughter 

The King of Glory the King of Glory 
 

Verse 4: 

Who rules the nations with truth and justice 

Shines like the sun in all of its brilliance 

The King of Glory the King above all kings 
 

Bridge: 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 

Worthy worthy worthy 
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CALL TO WORSHIP:  (Based on Colossians 2:6-7) 
 

Leader:   Christ Jesus is Lord, live in Him;  

  by the Spirit’s work rooted and built up in Him,  

  strengthened in the faith, and overflowing with thankfulness.     
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:   
 

Leader:   Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

 

People:   He made heaven and earth. 

 

Leader:   If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins,  

  O Lord, who could stand before You? 

 

People:   But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

 

Leader:   Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word,  

  call upon Him in prayer and praise,  

  and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

  in the fellowship of this altar let us first consider our unworthiness  

  and confess before God and one another  

  that we have sinned in thought, word and deed,  

  and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.  

  Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God,  

  our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying:  

  God be merciful to me a sinner. 

 

People:   Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins,  

  and lead us to everlasting life.  Amen. 

 

Leader:   In Holy Baptism God declared you to be His own child  

  and gathered you into His family, the Church,  

  in which He daily and richly forgives our sins  

  and grants us new life through His Spirit.   

 

People:   We Pray that You would be in our midst Lord,  

  root Yourself deep in our hearts, enliven our faith by Your Spirit  

  and graciously receive our lives, our service, our prayers  

  and our praises through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.  Amen.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:  (Luther’s Small Catechism)   
 

Leader:  Open our eyes to see Your work all around us Lord,  

  open our hearts to welcome You into our lives,  

  open our ears to hear Your voice; 
 

People:   May we ever hold dear Your Word Lord,  

  as sacred that we might gladly hear and learn it;  

  may we ever embrace those You send  

  as Your representatives through whom we hear You and Your voice.   

  Amen.  
 

 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING:   Isaiah 42:14-21 

 

I have been silent for a long time.  I kept quiet and held myself back. 

But like a woman in childbirth I will cry out.  I will gasp and pant. 

I will lay waste to mountains and hills.  I will dry up all their vegetation. 

I will turn rivers into islands.  I will dry up ponds. 

I will lead the blind on unfamiliar roads.  I will lead them on unfamiliar paths. 

I will turn darkness into light in front of them.  I will make rough places smooth. 

These are the things I will do for them, and I will never abandon them. 

Then those who trust idols and those who say to statues, 

“You are our gods” will be turned away and put to shame. 
 

Listen, you deaf people.  Look, you blind people, so that you can see. 

Who is blind except my servant or deaf like the messenger I send? 

Who is blind like the one who has my trust or blind like the servant of the LORD? 

You have seen much, but you do not observe anything.   

Your ears are open, but you hear nothing.   

The LORD is pleased because he does what is right. 

He praises the greatness of his teachings and makes them glorious.  –  GW ® 

 

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING:   Ephesians 5:8-14 

 

Once you lived in the dark, but now the Lord has filled you with light.  Live as children 

who have light.  Light produces everything that is good, that has God’s approval, and that 

is true.  Determine which things please the Lord.  Have nothing to do with the useless 

works that darkness produces.  Instead, expose them for what they are.  It is shameful to 

talk about what some people do in secret.  Light exposes the true character of 

everything because light makes everything easy to see.  That’s why it says: 
 

“Wake up, sleeper!  Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”   –  GW ® 
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MINISTRY OF MUSIC:      “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”        Band/Vocal 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL:    John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39 
 

 

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man who had been born blind.  His disciples asked him, 

“Rabbi, why was this man born blind? Did he or his parents sin?” 
 

Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned.  Instead, he was born blind so 

that God could show what he can do for him.  We must do what the one who sent me 

wants us to do while it is day.  The night when no one can do anything is coming.  As 

long as I’m in the world, I’m light for the world.” 
 

After Jesus said this, he spit on the ground and mixed the spit with dirt.  Then he smeared 

it on the man’s eyes and told him, “Wash it off in the pool of Siloam.”  (Siloam means 

“sent.”)  The blind man washed it off and returned.  He was able to see. 
 

Some people brought the man who had been blind to the Pharisees.  The day when Jesus 

mixed the spit and dirt and gave the man sight was a day of rest—a holy day.  So the 

Pharisees asked the man again how he received his sight. 
 

The man told the Pharisees, “He put a mixture of spit and dirt on my eyes.  I washed it 

off, and now I can see.” 
 

Some of the Pharisees said, “The man who did this is not from God because he doesn’t 

follow the traditions for the day of rest—a holy day.”  Other Pharisees asked, “How can a 

man who is a sinner perform miracles like these?”  So the Pharisees were divided in their 

opinions. 
 

They asked the man who had been born blind another question: “What do you say about 

the man who gave you sight?” 
 

The man answered, “He’s a prophet.” 
 

The Jews answered him, “You were born full of sin.  Do you think you can teach us?” 

Then they threw him out of the synagogue. 
 

Jesus heard that the Jews had thrown the man out of the synagogue.  So when Jesus found 

the man, he asked him, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 
 

The man replied, “Sir, tell me who he is so that I can believe in him.” 
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Jesus told him, “You’ve seen him.  He is the person who is now talking with you.” 
 

The man bowed in front of Jesus and said, “I believe, Lord.” 
 

Then Jesus said, “I have come into this world to judge: Blind people will be given sight, 

and those who can see will become blind.”  –  GW ® 
 

 

 

SERMON HYMN:                           “Speak, O Lord”   
 

 
 

2.     Teach us, Lord, full obedience, Holy reverence, true humility. 

        Test our thoughts and our attitudes in the radiance of Your purity. 

        Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see Your majestic love and authority. 

        Words of power that can never fail; Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 

 

3.     Speak, O Lord and renew our minds; Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us. 

        Truths unchanged from the dawn of time, that will echo down through eternity. 

        And by grace we’ll stand on Your promises; And by faith we’ll walk as You walk with us. 

        Speak, O Lord, till Your church is built, and the earth is filled with Your glory. 
 
 

 

SERMON:   “How Does God Speak to Us?”   

                       Text:  John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:               “Be Thou My Vision”                  
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APOSTLES’ CREED:  (* catholic means the universal Christian Church) 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.  On the third day He rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

 

 

OFFERING:  The Offering Box is located in the center aisle.  If you so desire, Text 

Giving is now available by texting GIVE to 562-210-0463.  For On-line Giving 

information, contact Maraley at  mshaeffer@bethanylutheran.org  or call 562-421-4711, 

ext. 21.  Thank you! 
 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER: 
 

 

 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 
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+    Holy Communion    + 
 

 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Bethany in the joyful confession that our Lord gives 

us His very Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins in this sacrament.  God intends 

this gift for His children who recognize their sin, trust in Christ as their Savior, desire 

to live for Him alone and join in this joyful confession. 
 

 

To help you prepare for communion we invite you to take a few moments of quiet 

prayer.  For aid there are prayers on the front page of the hymnal for both before 

and after the reception of communion.  Or simply pray,  Dear Lord Jesus, at Your 

gracious invitation You invite me to come to You, to eat and drink Your holy body and 

blood as You Yourself have promised to give in this sacrament of Your altar.  Forgive 

me of my sin, through this Your meal of Forgiveness.  Let me experience the fullness 

of Your love, through this Your meal of love.  Strengthen my faith, through this meal 

of Yours that calls for and bestows faith.  Empower me to live for You, through this 

Your meal that promises life everlasting and equips me for daily living as one who has 

received You and Your gifts.   

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

 

 

For those communing, who so desire, the center cups in each tray are alcohol free. 

The wafers next to the Christ candle side are gluten free;  

for those with dietary restrictions, please take a gluten free wafer. 

 

In our 9:30 a.m. service we will practice the Easter tradition of continuous 

communion.  We will not kneel at the altar, rather we will join the procession of saints 

and come forward and remain standing as we receive the bread and wine.  After 

receiving the elements, you are invited to return to your seat and continue in 

meditation, prayer and song. 
 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION AND HYMNS:   
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                                         “God Loved the World So That He Gave?”          LSB 571 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
        5  If you are sick, if death is near, 

         This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 
         Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; 
         That is the firmest ground of faith. 

 
         6  Glory to God the Father, Son, 

         And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 
         To You, O blessèd Trinity, 
         Be praise now and eternally! 
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                                                          “Beautiful Savior”                            LSB 537 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

 
 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 

BENEDICTION: 
 

Leader:   If the root is holy,  
 

People:   so are the branches.   

  He is the root,  
 

Leader:   we are the branches.   

  So ever keep in the mind the kindness of God  

  who grafted You into Himself through Christ.   
 

People:   Oh, the depth of His riches and wisdom and knowledge.   

  For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things! 
 

Leader:   To Him be the glory forever!  Amen! 
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CLOSING HYMN:                   “Abide, O Dearest Jesus”                       LSB 919                                          
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

POSTLUDE 
 

+                    +                    +                    +                    +                    + 

 
COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS 
 

 

Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book 

©2006 Concordia Publishing House.  Used by permission.  License #000012696 
 

“This Is Amazing Grace” 

CCLI Song # 6333821.  Phil Wickham| Jeremy Riddle |Josh Farro 

©2012 Phil Wickham Music|Seems Like Music| Sing My Songs| WB Music Corp.| Bethel Music 

Publishing|.  For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 396555 
 

“Speak, O Lord”  

CCLI Song #4615235.  © 2005 Thankyou Music.  Keith Getty | Stuart Townend 

For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use.  All rights reserved.  www.ccli.com 

CCLI License #396555  
 

“Be Thou My Vision”  WOV 776 

Text:  Irish 8th-10th cent.; tr. Mary El Byrne, 1880-1931; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt. 

Music:  Irish tune; arr. Frank Ferko, b. 1950.  Text and music:  Public domain.  CCLI Song #7064078 

Blake Flattley| Mary E. Byrne| Eleanor H. Hull.  ©2015 There Will Be Rest  

(Admin. by Blake Flattley Music).  For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved. 

www.ccli.com    CCLI License No. 396555 

 

“God Loved the World So That He Gave”  LSB 571 

Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens-Opffer, Stettin, c. 1778; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt. 

Tune:  George J. Elvey, 1816-93; setting:  The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941.  Text and music:  Public domain. 

http://www.ccli.com/
http://www.ccli.com/
http://www.ccli.com/
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“Beautiful Savior”   LSB 537 

Text:  Münsterisch Gesangbuch, Münster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904. 

Tune:  Silesian, 19th cent.; setting:  Service Book and Hymnal, 1958.  Text and music:  Public domain. 
 

“Abide, O Dearest Jesus”   LSB 919 

Text:  Josua Stegmann; tr. August Crull.  Tune:  Melchior Vulpius; setting:  The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. 

Text and music:  Public domain. 
 
 

 

 

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HEAR TODAY’S SERMON  

OR PREVIOUS SERMONS AGAIN… 
You can hear them as podcasts on our website www.bethanylutheran.org. 

 

 

ARE YOU RECEIVING THE BETHANY BULLET?     

The Bethany Bullet is a weekly capsule of worship highlights, and important information 

about events taking place at Bethany Lutheran Church.  If you would like to receive the 

Bethany Bullet please email Aimee Coleman at  acoleman@bethanylutheran.org  with 

your name and email address.  Tell a friend about the Bethany Bullet!  
 

 
 

http://www.bethanylutheran.org/
mailto:acoleman@bethanylutheran.org

