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Bethany Lutheran Church 
 
 

1st SUNDAY IN LENT 

February 26, 2023 

8:00 & 9:30 AM 
 

 

WELCOME TO BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

 

We are so glad you are here in God’s house for worship.  Here are some things to remember 

as we are gathered together today: 
  

Before worship, talk to God!  (see inside cover of hymnal for pre-service prayer prompts) 
 

During worship, let God talk to you! 
 

After worship, talk to one another; and if you’re a visitor, please stop by the 

Connections table before you leave today and capture the QR codes for more 

information.   

 

Parents of Young Children:  We love to have children in worship.  God put the wiggle in 

children; don’t feel you have to completely suppress it in God’s house.  We know the 

presence of children in worship is a gift to the church!  It is in the Lord’s house that we learn 

how to listen and speak to our God with our brothers and sisters in faith.  Feel free to quietly 

explain the parts of the service and the actions of those leading worship.  Children learn how 

to worship by copying you.  If you have a need, we have “worship bags” in the Narthex filled 

with items to help children and families during worship.  There is a Cry Room across the 

courtyard in the office complex, where you as a parent may take your little one needing a 

break.  You will still be able to hear the worship service; and thus be able to continue your 

worship of the Lord. 
 

Please place cell phones and electronic devices on mute as you join us in worship this 

morning.  Thank you. 

 
PRELUDE:                 “Meditation on Three Lenten Hymn Tunes”                       Organ 

~ by Charles Callahan 
 

 

WELCOME 
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OPENING HYMN:                “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary”                   LSB 423 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  (Based on Ephesians 3:17-19) 
 

Leader:   May God the Father strengthen you with power  

  through His Spirit in your inner being,  

  so that Christ may dwell in your heart through faith;  

  so that you, being rooted and established in love,  

  may have power together with all the saints  

  to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ  

  that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:   
 

Leader:   If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves  

  and we are not rooted in the truth. 

 

People:   But if we confess our sins,  

  God is faithful and just and will forgive our sins  

  and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Leader:   Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

 

People:   Most merciful God,  

  we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.   

  We have sinned against You in thought, word and deed,  

  by what we have done and by what we have left undone.   

  We have not loved You without whole heart;  

  we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.   

  We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.   

  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.   

  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will  

  and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

 

Leader:   In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,  

  and for His sake God forgives us all our sins.   

  Those who believe in Jesus Christ are God’s own children  

  and on them He bestows His Holy Spirit.   

  May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us,  

  bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY:  (from Luther’s Small Catechism)   
 

Leader:   When we pray, “Lead us not into temptation” this is what we mean, 

 

People:   God tempts no one!   

  When we pray this petition we are asking that God would guard  

  and keep us so that the devil, the world, and our own sinful nature  

  may not deceive us or mislead us into false belief  

  or despair that results in shame or vice.   

  But rather that we may overcome as He delivers us from evil. 
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Leader:   So Father, we pray, that you would rescue us  

  from every evil of body and soul, possessions and reputation,  

  and finally, when our last hour comes, give us a blessed end,  

  and graciously take us from this valley of sorrows to Yourself in heaven.  
 

People:  Amen.  
 

 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING:   Genesis 3:1-21 

 

The snake was more clever than all the wild animals the LORD God had made.  He asked 

the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must never eat the fruit of any tree in the 

garden’?” 
 

The woman answered the snake, “We’re allowed to eat the fruit from any tree in the 

garden except the tree in the middle of the garden.  God said, ‘You must never eat it or 

touch it.  If you do, you will die!’ ” 
 

“You certainly won’t die!” the snake told the woman.  “God knows that when you eat it 

your eyes will be opened.  You’ll be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
 

The woman saw that the tree had fruit that was good to eat, nice to look at, and desirable 

for making someone wise.  So she took some of the fruit and ate it.  She also gave some 

to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 
 

Then their eyes were opened, and they both realized that they were naked.  They sewed 

fig leaves together and made clothes for themselves. 
 

In the cool of the evening, the man and his wife heard the LORD God walking around in 

the garden.  So they hid from the LORD God among the trees in the garden.  

The LORD God called to the man and asked him, “Where are you?” 
 

He answered, “I heard You in the garden. I was afraid because I was naked, so I hid.” 
 

God asked, “Who told you that you were naked?  Did you eat fruit from the tree I 

commanded you not to eat from?” 
 

The man answered, “That woman, the one You gave me, gave me some fruit from the 

tree, and I ate it.” 
 

Then the LORD God asked the woman, “What have you done?” 
 

“The snake deceived me, and I ate,” the woman answered. 
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So the LORD God said to the snake, “Because you have done this, 
 

You are cursed more than all the wild or domestic animals. 

You will crawl on your belly. 

You will be the lowest of animals as long as you live. 

I will make you and the woman hostile toward each other. 

I will make your descendants and her descendant hostile toward each other. 

He will crush your head, and you will bruise his heel.” 
 

He said to the woman, 
 

“I will increase your pain and your labor when you give birth to children. 

Yet, you will long for your husband, and he will rule you.” 
 

Then he said to the man, “You listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree, although I 

commanded you, ‘You must never eat its fruit.’ 
 

The ground is cursed because of you. 

Through hard work you will eat food that comes from it every day of your life. 

The ground will grow thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat wild plants. 

By the sweat of your brow, you will produce food to eat until you return to the ground, 

because you were taken from it.  You are dust, and you will return to dust.” 
 

Adam named his wife Eve [Life] because she became the mother of every living person. 
 

The LORD God made clothes from animal skins for the man and his wife and dressed 

them.  –  GW ® 
 

 

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING:   Romans 5:12-19 

 

Sin came into the world through one person, and death came through sin.  So death 

spread to everyone, because everyone sinned.  Sin was in the world before there were any 

laws.  But no record of sin can be kept when there are no laws.  Yet, death ruled from the 

time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin in the same way 

Adam did when he disobeyed.  Adam is an image of the one who would come. 
 

There is no comparison between God’s gift and Adam’s failure.  If humanity died as the 

result of one person’s failure, it is certainly true that God’s kindness  and the gift given 

through the kindness of one person, Jesus Christ, have been showered on humanity. 
 

There is also no comparison between God’s gift and the one who sinned.  The verdict 

which followed one person’s failure condemned everyone.  But, even after many failures, 
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the gift brought God’s approval.  It is certain that death ruled because of one person’s 

failure.  It’s even more certain that those who receive God’s overflowing kindness and 

the gift of His approval will rule in life because of one person, Jesus Christ. 
 

Therefore, everyone was condemned through one failure, and everyone received God’s 

life-giving approval through one verdict.  Clearly, through one person’s disobedience 

humanity became sinful, and through one person’s obedience humanity will receive 

God’s approval.  –  GW ® 
 

 

MINISTRY OF MUSIC:                    “If Ye Love Me”                       The Bethany Choir    

        ~  Thomas Tallis 

 

HOLY BAPTISM: 
 

9:30         +   Benjamin Donald Frey-Bunting   + 

Elder: Through Baptism, God has made Benjamin a member of the priesthood we 

all share in Christ Jesus, that together we may present the forgiveness of 

God in Christ to our world. 
 

People: We welcome you into the Lord’s family.  We receive you as a fellow 

member of the body of Christ and a worker with us in the kingdom of 

God. 
 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL:    Matthew 4:1-11 
 

 

Then the Spirit led Jesus into the desert to be tempted by the devil.  Jesus did not eat 

anything for 40 days and 40 nights.  At the end of that time, He was hungry. 
 

The tempter came to Him and said, “If You are the Son of God, tell these stones to 

become loaves of bread.” 
 

Jesus answered, “Scripture says, ‘A person cannot live on bread alone but on every word 

that God speaks.’ ” 
 

Then the devil took Him into the holy city and had Him stand on the highest part of the 

temple.  He said to Jesus, “If You are the Son of God, jump!  Scripture says, ‘He will put 

His angels in charge of you.  They will carry you in their hands so that you never hit your 

foot against a rock.’ ” 
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Jesus said to him, “Again, Scripture says, ‘Never tempt the Lord your God.’ ”  
 

Once more the devil took Him to a very high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms 

in the world and their glory.  The devil said to Him, “I will give You all this if You will 

bow down and worship me.” 
 

Jesus said to him, “Go away, Satan!  Scripture says, ‘Worship the Lord your God and 

serve only Him.’ ” 
 

Then the devil left Him, and angels came to take care of Him.  –  GW ® 
 

 

SERMON HYMN:                   “Lead Me to the Cross”                     
 

Verse 1: 

Saviour I come quiet my soul 

Remember redemption's hill 

Where Your blood was spilled 

For my ransom 
 

Pre-Chorus: 

Ev’rything I once held dear 

I count it all as loss 
 

Chorus: 

Lead me to the cross 

Where Your love poured out 

Bring me to my knees 

Lord I lay me down 

Rid me of myself 

I belong to You 

Oh lead me lead me to the cross 
 

Verse 2: 

You were as I tempted and tried human 

The word became flesh 

Bore my sin in death 

Now You're risen 
 

Bridge: 

To Your heart, To Your heart 

Lead me to Your heart, Lead me to Your heart 
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SERMON:   “The Enemy Is Real”   

                       Text:  Matthew 4:1-11 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:       “O Christ, You Walked the Road”               LSB 424   
 

 

 
 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED:  (* catholic means the universal Christian Church) 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.  On the third day He rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING:  The Offering Box is located in the center aisle.  If you so desire, Text 

Giving is now available by texting GIVE to 562-210-0463.  For On-line Giving 

information, contact Maraley at  mshaeffer@bethanylutheran.org  or call 562-421-4711, 

ext. 21.  Thank you! 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER: 
 

 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 
 

 

 

*** For our 8:00 a.m. worshippers, the service continues on page 13 with Special  

       Announcements. 

*** For our 9:30 a.m. worshippers, the service continues with the Celebration of Holy  

      Communion: 
 
 

+    Holy Communion    + 
 

 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Bethany in the joyful confession that our Lord gives 

us His very Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins in this sacrament.  God intends 

this gift for His children who recognize their sin, trust in Christ as their Savior, desire 

to live for Him alone and join in this joyful confession. 

 

To help you prepare for communion we invite you to take a few moments of quiet 

prayer.  For aid there are prayers on the front page of the hymnal for both before 

and after the reception of communion.  Or simply pray,  Dear Lord Jesus, at Your 

gracious invitation You invite me to come to You, to eat and drink Your holy body and 

blood as You Yourself have promised to give in this sacrament of Your altar.  Forgive 

me of my sin, through this Your meal of Forgiveness.  Let me experience the fullness 

of Your love, through this Your meal of love.  Strengthen my faith, through this meal 

of Yours that calls for and bestows faith.  Empower me to live for You, through this 

Your meal that promises life everlasting and equips me for daily living as one who has 

received You and Your gifts.   

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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For those communing, who so desire, the center cups in each tray are alcohol free. 

The wafers next to the Christ candle side are gluten free;  

for those with dietary restrictions, please take a gluten free wafer. 

For those wishing to use a self-contained communion chalice, let an usher know. 

 

In our 9:30 a.m. service we will practice the Easter tradition of continuous 

communion.  We will not kneel at the altar, rather we will join the procession of saints 

and come forward and remain standing as we receive the bread and wine.  After 

receiving the elements, you are invited to return to your seat and continue in 

meditation, prayer and song. 
 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:  

 

“He Will Hold Me Fast” 

 

Verse 1: 

When I fear my faith will fail, Christ will hold me fast 

When the tempter would prevail, He will hold me fast 

I could never keep my hold, Through life's fearful path 

For my love is often cold, He must hold me fast 

 

Chorus: 

He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast 

For my Savior loves me so, He will hold me fast 

 

Verse 2: 

Those He saves are His delight, Christ will hold me fast 

Precious in His holy sight, He will hold me fast 

He'll not let my soul be lost, His Promises shall last 

Bought by Him at such a cost, He will hold me fast 

 

Verse 3: 

For my life He bled and died, Christ will hold me fast 

Justice has been satisfied, He will hold me fast 

Raised with Him to endless life, He will hold me fast 

Till our faith is turned to sight, When He comes at last 
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                                       “You Are the Way; through You Alone”            LSB 526 

 

 

 
 

                                            “Jesus Comes Today with Healing”              LSB 620 

 

 

 
(Song continues on next page.) 
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          5 Let me praise God’s boundless favor, 

          Whose own feast of love I savor, 

              Bidden by His gracious call. 

          Wedding garments He provides me, 

          With a robe of white He hides me, 

              Fits me for the royal hall. 

 
          6 Now have I found consolation, 

          Comfort in my tribulation, 

              Balm to heal the troubled soul. 

          God, my shield from ev’ry terror, 

          Cleanses me from sin and error, 

              Makes my wounded spirit whole. 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
 

 

 

 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION: 
 

 

Leader:   If the root is holy, so are the branches. 

 

People:   He is the root, we are the branches. 

 

Leader:   So ever keep in the mind the kindness of God  

  who grafted You into Himself through Christ.   

  Oh, the depth of His riches and wisdom and knowledge.   

  For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things! 

 

People:   To Him be the glory forever!   

  Amen! 
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CLOSING HYMN:            “I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus”                  LSB 729                                          
 

 

 

 
 

          5 I am trusting Thee for power; 

              Thine can never fail. 

          Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me 

              Must prevail. 
 

          6 I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus; 

              Never let me fall. 

          I am trusting Thee forever 

              And for all. 

 

 

POSTLUDE:               “Hilf Gott, dass mir's gelinge, BWV 624”                           Organ 
~  J.S. Bach 

 

 

+                    +                    +                    +                    +                    + 

 

 

COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS 
 

Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book 

©2006 Concordia Publishing House.  Used by permission.  License #000012696 
 

“Jesus, Refuge of the Weary”   LSB 423 

Text:  Girolamo Savonarola, 1452-98; tr. Jane F. Wilde, 1826-96, alt. 

Tune: Erbaulicher Musicalischer Christen-Schatz, Basel, 1745; setting:  The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. 

Text and music:  Public domain. 
 

“Lead Me to the Cross” 

CCLI Song # 4785828.  Brooke Ligertwood.  © 2006 Hillsong Music Publishing Australia  

(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing).  For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  

All rights reserved.   www.ccli.com    CCLI License # 396555 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
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“O Christ, You Walked the Road”   LSB 424 

Text:  Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., b. 1923.  Tune:  William Daman, c. 1540-91.   

Text:  © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-706149. 

Music:  Public domain. 
 

“He will Hold Me Fast” 

CCLI Song # 7016161.  Ada Ruth Habershon | Matthew Merker.  © 2013 Getty Music Publishing  

(Admin. by Music Services, Inc.).  Matthew Merker Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 396555 
 

“You Are the Way; through You Alone”   LSB 526 
Text:  George W. Doane, 1799-1859, alt.  Tune: The CL Psalmes of David, Edinburgh, 1615;             

setting:  The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941.  Text and music:  Public domain. 
 

“Jesus Comes Today with Healing”  LSB 620 

Text:  Heinrich Puchta, 1808-58; tr. David W. Rogner, b. 1960.  Tune:  Johann Löhner, 1645-1705;  

adapt. Johann Balthausar König, 1691-1758.  Setting:  The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 

Text: ©David W. Rogner. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-706149. 

Tune:  Public domain 
 

“I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus”   LSB 729 

Text:  Frances R. Havergal, 1836-79.  Tune:  Henry W. Baker, 1821-77.  Text and music:  Public domain. 

 
 
 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HEAR TODAY’S SERMON OR PREVIOUS SERMONS AGAIN… 
You can hear them as podcasts on our website www.bethanylutheran.org. 

 

 

 

ARE YOU RECEIVING THE BETHANY BULLET?     

The Bethany Bullet is a weekly capsule of worship highlights, and important information about events 

taking place at Bethany Lutheran Church.  If you would like to receive the Bethany Bullet please email 

Aimee Coleman at  acoleman@bethanylutheran.org  with your name and email address.  Tell a friend about 

the Bethany Bullet!  
 

 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
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http://www.lyricfind.com/
http://www.lyricfind.com/
http://www.lyricfind.com/
http://www.lyricfind.com/
http://www.bethanylutheran.org/
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