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Bethany Lutheran Church 
 

LIFE SUNDAY 
 

THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD 

February 19, 2023 

8:00 & 9:30 AM 
 

 

WELCOME TO BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

 

We are so glad you are here in God’s house for worship.  Here are some things to remember 

as we are gathered together today: 
  

Before worship, talk to God!  (see inside cover of hymnal for pre-service prayer prompts) 
 

During worship, let God talk to you! 
 

After worship, talk to one another; and if you’re a visitor, please stop by the 

Connections table before you leave today and capture the QR codes for more 

information.   

 

Parents of Young Children:  We love to have children in worship.  God put the wiggle in 

children; don’t feel you have to completely suppress it in God’s house.  We know the 

presence of children in worship is a gift to the church!  It is in the Lord’s house that we learn 

how to listen and speak to our God with our brothers and sisters in faith.  Feel free to quietly 

explain the parts of the service and the actions of those leading worship.  Children learn how 

to worship by copying you.  If you have a need, we have “worship bags” in the Narthex filled 

with items to help children and families during worship.  There is a Cry Room across the 

courtyard in the office complex, where you as a parent may take your little one needing a 

break.  You will still be able to hear the worship service; and thus be able to continue your 

worship of the Lord. 
 

Please place cell phones and electronic devices on mute as you join us in worship this 

morning.  Thank you. 

 

PRELUDE:                                                                                                                 Organ 

“Hyfrydol”, “St. Columba”, and “Old Hundredth” from Ten Hymn Preludes,  Set I 
~ Healey Willan 
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WELCOME 

 

 

OPENING HYMN:               “‘Tis Good, Lord, to Be Here”                   LSB 414         
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

OPENING VERSICLES:   

 

Leader:   This is the day which the Lord has made; 

 

People:   let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

Leader:   From the rising of the sun to its setting,   

 

People:   the name of the Lord is to be praised.   

 

Leader:   Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere; 
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People:   I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in 

the tents of the wicked. 

  

Leader:   Make me to know Your ways, O Lord. 

 

People:   Teach me Your paths.  

 

Leader:   Sanctify us in Your truth. 

 

People:   Your Word is truth. 

 

Leader:   From the rising of the sun to its setting,   

 

People:   the name of the Lord is to be praised.   

 

People:   Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 

 

HYMN:                            “Sing Praise to the God of Israel”                   LSB 936  
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FIRST SCRIPTURE READING:   Leviticus 25:8-12 

 

 

“Count seven of these years seven times for a total of 49 years.  On the tenth day of the 

seventh month, the special day for the payment for sin, sound rams’ horns throughout the 

country.  Set apart the fiftieth year as holy, and proclaim liberty to everyone living in the 

land.  This is your jubilee year.  Every slave will be freed in order to return to his 

property and to his family.  That fiftieth year will be your jubilee year.  Don’t plant or 

harvest what grows by itself or pick grapes from the vines in the land.  The 

jubilee year will be holy to you.  You will eat what the field itself produces.  –  GW ® 

 

 

 

 

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING:   2 Peter 1:16-21 

 

 

When we apostles told you about the powerful coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, we 

didn’t base our message on clever myths that we made up.  Rather, we witnessed his 

majesty with our own eyes.  For example, we were eyewitnesses when he received honor 

and glory from God the Father and when the voice of our majestic God spoke these 

words to him: “This is my Son, whom I love and in whom I delight.”  We heard that 

voice speak to him from heaven when we were with him on the holy mountain.  So we 

regard the words of the prophets as confirmed beyond all doubt.  You’re doing well by 

paying attention to their words.  Continue to pay attention as you would to a light that 

shines in a dark place as you wait for day to come and the morning star to rise in your 

hearts.  First, you must understand this: No prophecy in Scripture is a matter of one’s 

own interpretation.  No prophecy ever originated from humans.  Instead, it was given by 

the Holy Spirit as humans spoke under God’s direction.  –  GW ® 

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL:    Matthew 17:1-9 
 

 

 

 

After six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John (the brother of James) and led them up a 

high mountain where they could be alone. 
 

Jesus’ appearance changed in front of them.  His face became as bright as the sun and his 

clothes as white as light.  Suddenly, Moses and Elijah appeared to them and were talking 

with Jesus. 
 

Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it’s good that we’re here.  If you want, I’ll put up three tents 

here—one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 
 

He was still speaking when a bright cloud overshadowed them.  Then a voice came out of 

the cloud and said, “This is my Son, whom I love and with whom I am pleased.  Listen to 

him!” 
 

The disciples were terrified when they heard this and fell facedown on the ground.  But 

Jesus touched them and said, “Get up, and don’t be afraid!”  As they raised their heads, 

they saw no one but Jesus. 
 

On their way down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Don’t tell anyone what you have 

seen.  Wait until the Son of Man has been brought back to life.”  –  GW ® 

 

 

RESPONSORY: 
 

 

Leader: Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 

 

People: Lord, I love the habitation of Your house  

and the place where Your glory dwells. 

 

Leader: Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 

 

People: Lord, I love the habitation of Your house  

and the place where Your glory dwells. 

 

Leader: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

People: Lord, I love the habitation of Your house  

and the place where Your glory dwells. 
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TEN COMMANDMENTS:  Exodus 20:2-17 
 

 

 You shall have no other gods. 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

Honor your father and your mother. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, 

     his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED:  (* catholic means the universal Christian Church) 
 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.  On the third day He rose again. 

He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER: 
 

 

 

 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 
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SERMON HYMN:                 “Jesus on the Mountain Peak”                 LSB 415                 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

SERMON:   “Proclaim Liberty Throughout the Land”   

                       Text:  Leviticus 25:8-12 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:              “Fight the Good Fight”                         LSB 664            
 

 

 

 
 

 

OFFERING:  The Offering Box is located in the center aisle.  If you so desire, Text 

Giving is now available by texting GIVE to 562-210-0463.  For On-line Giving 

information, contact Maraley at  mshaeffer@bethanylutheran.org  or call 562-421-4711, 

ext. 21.  Thank you! 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:   
 

 Leader: In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader: For the gift of divine peace and of pardon,  

  with all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy.   
 

Leader: For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, 

and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith,  

  let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader: For this nation, for our cities and communities,  

  and for the common welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy.   
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Leader: For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth,  

 let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader: For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous,  

  and for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy.   
 

Leader: For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless,  

 for the widowed and orphaned, and for all those in prison,  

 let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy.   
 

Leader: For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them,  

 let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy.   
 

Leader: For … (additional prayers inserted here)… let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy.   
 

Leader: Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul,  

 let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 

 

COLLECT FOR THE WORD: 
 

Leader: Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 

learning.  Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take 

them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we 

may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

MORNING PRAYER:  (Luther’s Small Catechism) 
 

 I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son,  

  that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger;  

 and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil,  

  that all my doings and life may please You.   

 For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.   

 Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  

 Amen. 
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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

THE BLESSING: 
 

Leader: Let us bless the Lord, 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Leader: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the + Son,  

  and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

People: Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN:                 “Alleluia, Song of Gladness”                   LSB 417     
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

POSTLUDE:                “Festival" from Three Pieces for Organ                             Organ 
~  Healey Willan 

 

+                    +                    +                    +                    +                    + 
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COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS 
 
 

Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book 

©2006 Concordia Publishing House.  Used by permission.  License #000012696 
 

“’Tis Good, Lord, to Be Here”   LSB 414 

Text:  Joseph A. Robinson, 1858-1933, alt.  Tune:  Johann Sebastian Bach, 1684-1750, adapt. 

Text and music: Public domain. 
 

“Sing Praise to the God of Israel”  LSB 936 

Text:  Stephen P. Starke.  © 1992 Stephen P. Starke; admin. Concordia Publishing House.   

All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-706149. 

Tune:  Christoph E.R. Weyse, 1774-1842.  Public domain. 
 

“Jesus on the Mountain Peak”  LSB 415 

Text:  Brian Wren, b. 1936.  Tune Theodore A. Beck, 1929-2003, alt.  Text:  ©1977 Hope Publishing Co. 

All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-706149.  Tune:  ©1998 Theodore A. Beck.   

All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-706149. 
 

“Fight the Good Fight”  LSB 664 

Text:  John S. B. Monsell, 1811-75, alt.  Tune:  The Methodist Harmonist, New York, 1821;  

setting:  The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941.  Text and music:  Public domain. 
 

“Nunc Dimittis” 

Divine Service, Setting 4.  ©1941 The Lutheran Hymnal. Concordia Publishing House.  All rights reserved. 

Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-706149. 
 

“Alleluia, Song of Gladness”  LSB 417 

Text:  Latin, c. 11th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66 alt.  Music: John Goss, 1800-50. 

Text and Music:  Public domain. 
 
 

 

TODAY  we welcome Rev. Dr. James Lamb and wife, Roxanne.  This is the fifth time 

Dr. Lamb has preached to us on our Sanctity of Human Life Sunday.  He is retired from 

Lutherans for Life as executive director where he served for many years.  He is 

passionate about God's creation from conception to end of life.  A quote from him while 

serving with Lutherans for Life is " The first truth of life is that every life is the 

handiwork of God.  The Psalmist says that God 'knitted' (Psalm 139:13) each of us 

together in our mother's womb.  Job and Isaiah talk about God shaping and forming us 

in the womb.  Yes, the truth of life is, every life is the work of God's hands."   Many of 

you will remember his presentations on Owen's Mission.  Owen's Mission is a project 

begun by Dr. Lamb, when his grandson Owen died during prenatal surgery at 21 weeks. 

To remember Owen, Dr. Lamb made it a goal to present Touch of Life fetal models to 

every Lutheran elementary and high school in the country and teach students the value of 

life.  Bethany's fetal models are used at our school and you have seen them at other 

events at Bethany.  "Retired" he is not!  He now serves as life advocate with Lutheran 

Family Services in Iowa where the Lamb’s reside.  Lutheran Family Services mission is 
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to "Walk with people who are experiencing hard times and are there for them just as God 

has been there for us."  Their values are "Grace, Life, Family, Compassion, 

Accountability and a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who came 

into this world to redeem us.  Jesus is the cornerstone of our ministry and the focus of all 

that we do in serving people."  We at Bethany want to be advocates as well.  This 

Sanctity of Human Life Sunday at Bethany is a time we hear and learn from Dr. Lamb... 

a time to gain wisdom to be an advocate for life.  

AS ADVOCATES  we will continue our reach out to New Life Beginning and His 

Nesting Place, both are homes in Long Beach and reach out to women in crises 

pregnancies and children in many compassionate ways.   

1)  New Life Beginnings would appreciate spaghetti sauce, tomato sauce, gift cards for 

Costco or Sam's Club, or financial donations at newlb.org.    

2)  His Nesting Place would appreciate laundry soap, financial donation of gift cards 

(think Script table) or donation at hisnestingplace.org. 

Gift cards and financial contributions can be placed in the offering box, and food and 

laundry items in the box in Narthex of the church.  ~  Community Impact Committee 
 

 
 

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HEAR TODAY’S SERMON OR PREVIOUS SERMONS AGAIN… 
You can hear them as podcasts on our website www.bethanylutheran.org. 

https://shared.outlook.inky.com/link?domain=newlb.org&t=h.eJxdjcsKwyAURH8luC4aaeMjq_zK1asx1EcxhlJK_71xVehumMPMeZOjRjIPJLT2mBnL7hkNLXUll4HcOzCuBciveLTgKmRmU6l120te_khfMfTCcjmpq1FnGK0GAPQIHL3WE0jGhRQ3xUelqJRd4rqkOYSM5wnCsibYIrUldYqd_prPFxz0OGU.MEUCIBVNnLj6z9SlH5fy7CLsGl_q8FZlmu6FW7jSNndhsgMCAiEAg5PnaGtGB5JW71D2b--ZUr3lchcAPo00CpJPCJFuYo4
https://shared.outlook.inky.com/link?domain=hisnestingplace.org&t=h.eJxdjTkOwyAURK9iUUfGKDGLK1_lm48BhcUCXERR7h5TRUo3mjfLm5wlkGUgrrVjodT5mkxtPtkjgDZjLpbcBvLskc00B-kVzuZMgUR1zKX4mtP6R3qL4s41E7O8b_ISk1YAgDsCw12pGQRlXPCHZJOUoxD9xPSTZhASXiMIq43gw6hz7BQ7_TmfL_8yPI4.MEYCIQCJImrwNihSmlHHRNvpk_rRWICLWHOefFtm_dHHLGJWhQIhAPZXA7hUKlrvQlOeg3H-Jp_aob5QlaHmg18WVagd17G2
http://www.bethanylutheran.org/

